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1. Name of Property

historic name Wilson Cemetery

other names/site number

2. Location
street & number  Wilson Street N/A  not for publication
aty or town Marlborough N/A vicinity

dae Massachusdts code MA oouty Middlessx code 017 zip code 01752

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the (tesignated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that
thisinomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in

the National Register of Historic Rjtces and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part
60. In my opinion the property BMeets ¢ does not rpet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property
be considered significaat « nationally « statewide”0”ocally. (QSee continuation sheet for additional comments.)

ASignature  certifying official/Ti; ' Cara H. Metz, Executive fcirector Date
fAMassachul! 'etts Historical Comml! sion, State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion the property * meets ¢« does not meet the National Register Criteria. (*See continuation sheet for
additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal Agency and bureau , Date

4. National Park Service Certification

, hereby certify that this property is:
V entered in the National Register
¢ see continuation sheet
« determined eligible for the National Register
¢ see continuation sheet
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the National
Register

¢ other (explain):



Wilson Cemetery
Name of Property

3. Classification

Ownership of Category of Property

Property
private building(s)
X public-local district
public-State Xsite
public-Federal structure

object
Name of related multiple property listing

(enter N/A if property is not part of a multiple property listing)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Funerary: Cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

Narrative Description

Middlesex County, Massachusdtts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property

Contributing Non contributing

buildings
1 sites
3 structures
2 objects
6 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Fimerary: Cemeery

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

N/A

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

S continuation shests
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7. NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Wilson Cametery isasmall municipal burial ground thet retains strong historical associations and adiverse
collection of burial markers associated with Marlborough resdents for nearly 240 years. There are 14 family
monuments, gpproximately 202 headgtones, and one tomb recording burials that occurred between 1764 and
2000, with mogt dating to the 19* century. Itislikely that there are dso additional unmarked graves.

The cemetary lies about two miles eest of Marlborough Center and is surrounded on the south and esst by
Evergreen Cemetery, alarge 20* century burial ground that now serves as the primary active cemetery for the
community. The Wilson Road ares, formerly known as the Farms, is now occupied primarily by late 20* century
resdences. A busy commercia district lieslessthan Vi mile to the south.

Wilson Cametery isatrapezoida 1.22-acre Ste located on the eest Sde of Wilson Street just north of Boston Pogt
Road (US Route 20). Along the westem (dtreet)frontagethere isa 30" tall mortared boulder wall that extends in
front of Evergreen Cametery as well. The portion infront of Wilson isbroken a the center with awide vehicular
entrance flanked on ether Sde by narrower pedegtrian entrances. However this entranceis chained and rarely
used, as mogt visitors gpproach Wilson Cemetery from Evergreen Cemetery. There isdso afieldstonewall,
congsgtent with the earlier agricultural use of the area, dong the north and northeest portions of the cemetery. The
large duminum cemetery maintenance building located in Evergreen Cametery off the northeest comer of Wilson
Ceameeary presents an incongmous juxtaposition with the historic site. The overhead power linesthat run through
the middle of the cemetery are dso an intmsion.

There are no plantingsin the cenfral portion of the cemetery. However, the wooded northem edge, consisting
mostly of white pines and other second growth vegetation, provides abackdrop for the cemetery and a buffer
againg adjacent modem land uses. Wilson Cemetery is screened on the south and southesst by arow of evenly-
Soece evergreans a ong the boundary between the two cemeteries. These have been limbed up to about 8,
cregting an expandve view undemeath. The centra portion of the cemeery isrelatively level, with arisein the
wooded northem section.

The cemetery isdivided by the cenfral east/west pathway into two distinct sections. The northem portion includes
the older graveswhich are arranged in rough north/south rows with the woods and Eamestomb forming the
northem edge. The southem section, which developed later, ismore orderly with lotslaid out in negtly aranged
rows and a secondary path mnning paralldl to the main path. The definition of the lotsin the southem sectionis
enhanced by the fact that many are dightly raised above the surrounding areg, creeting agrid thet is essy to read
in the landscape. Some lots dso have granite comer posts. All headgtones and monuments in both sections face
west towards Wilson Sfreet.

The family monuments, heedstones and footstones display an unusually wide range of funerary tastefor a smal
cemetery, illusfrating Syles that were popular fromthe late-18* century through the late 20* century and

(continued)
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demondfrating evolving ideasof funerary art. There are 14 family monuments, all are granite and dateto the late
19*/eaxly 20* century. Thetwo largest are the 8' tgpered square columns located in the Hager and Parmenter
lots. There are severd smdler upright monuments and the rest are rectangular granite blocks. Some arefairly
dandard designs, while others such as the Sedy monument with its scroll and lily design, are more imaginative.
Most of the family monuments are usad in association with small granite markers that denote the graves of
individual family members The one tomb a Wilson Cemetery, that of Revolutionary war veteran Robert Eames
(1738-1821), isbuilt into the hillside a the northem edge of the cemetery. It has an uncoursed donefaceand a
bricked up doorway and is marked by amarble plagque.

There are 42 date heeddonesthat illustrate arange of stylesand types. Severa small late 18* century dates mark
the earliest buridsin the cemetery. Thesedisplay the winged head motif, sometimes usad in association with
foliate designs dong the borders. The early datesinclude the heedgones of Dorothy How (d. 1764 of smdlpox,
age 35), John How (d. 1760s?), Thomas "Biglo" (Bigelow, d. 1770), and Charles Rice (d. 1781, 5 months). Other
early datesincludethose of Stephen Morse (d. 1791) and two children of the Morse family. The sonesfor the
children are smdl and smplewhile that for their father is4' tall and displays awinged head. Severd other early
dones and gonefragmentsare no longer legible.

Themgjority of the date heeddonesa Wilson Cemetery dateto the early to mid 19* century and display the
willow and um motif. Early depictionsof thismotif are fairly Smple, while later versons are more daborately
carved with architectural desgns containing columns and entablatures and carefully inscribed lettering. Almost
all of these have arounded tympanum on a shouldered main block. Many of the datesinclude sentimental
inscriptions. Severd includevisible dgnatures. The heedgone of Mary Howe (d. 1848) issgned "J.O.C." ad &
least two of the Wilson dates, those of William Wilson (d. 1833, ege 60) and Charles Freeman (d. 1833, age 13),
ae 9gned "W.W.W." Nearly half of the date heedsones aso have footstones that have been rel ocated adjacent
to the headgone to facilitate maintenance.

The 86 marble heeddones display arange of 19* century styles. Most are 3-4' tall, except for those of children,
which are typically smdler, and nearly all are fairly smplein shepe, typically flat, with shalow-pesked tops or
dightly rounded. Many festure the name of the deceasad in arecessed pand with raised lettering, astyledso
found in other burial groundsin Marlborough. Severd display Gothic motifs, sometimes in association with fems
and floral pattems, while others depict an index fmger pointing towards heaven. The headstone of Joseph
Morse (1835-1850) was carved by "A. Cary, Boston." The adjacent done of Elizabeth Morse (1828-1851), one
of the mogt skillfully carved in this cemetery, depicts aporfrait of awoman with anum. It isstylisticaly similar
to Joseph's done but there isno sgnature evident. A 1971-72 inventory indicated that the heedsone of Leonard
Wilson (d. 1846) isdso dgned "A. Cary."

There are ds0 74 flat or low granite heedgones, often usad with family monuments, mogt of which are associated
with 20* century burials. Becausethey are smdl inSze and low to the ground they are lessvisible than the older
upright sones.

(continued)
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The cemetery dso displays afradition of military service. Robert Eames (1738-1821), the only Revolutionary
War veteran buried here, is interred in the mound tomb a the northem edge of the cemetery. Harvey Lucas (d.
1894) served in the Civil War. Hugh Craddock (1925-1963) sarved in World War H.

Like Marlborough's other small neighborhood cemeteries, Wilson reveds much about the socia higtory of the
community. Dorothy How, the first documented burial, died of smalpox, o it ispossble that this cemetery, like
Brigham Cemetery inthe westem part of Marlborough, may havebegun as aburial place for thosewho were
refused interment inthe town's older burial grounds. Infant and child mortality is another common theme. The
tiny gravesfor infantssuch as "little Flossie" Fay (d. 1873), Lillian Fay (d. 1870, age four months) and Pamda
Ann Hayden (d. 1826, 18 days old) are particularly poignant. On the other hand, many who lived past infancy
survived well into old age, such as Lois Morse who was 98 when she died in 1881. Family ties are another sfrong
theme. Severd familieshave multiple lots inthe cemetery while others have buried family membershere for
generations. The Morse lot contains the graves of family membersburied between 1791 and 1949 and displaysa
remarkable variety of heedgones

The burying ground is generaly well maintained, but like mos municipal cemeteries, hes suffered lossand
deterioration of gravestones over time. The date heedsones are generdly in good condition, although some
exhibit biological growth. The marble headsones are generdly lesswell-preserved; many are wegthering badly,
some have been toppled or broken and there is & leest one donethat ismissing. Wilson Cemetery isgenerdly
not conddered an active cemetery except for burialsin existing family lots. The most recent interment isthat of
CarolinaM. Keyes (d. 2000).

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying
the property for National Register listing)

X A Property is associated with events that have made a
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a
type, period, or method of construction or that represent the
work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or that
represent a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components may lack individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or may be likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply) N/A

Property is:
A owned by religious institution or used for religious

purposes
B removed from its original location
C a birthplace or grave
X D a cemetery
E a reconstructed building, object, or structure
Fa commemorative property

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

Middlesex County. Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Art

Community Planning and Devel opment
Socid History

Period of Significance 1764 - 1954

Significant Dates (see continuation sheet)
Significant Person:

(Complete If Criterion B Is marked above)
Cultural Affiliation

Architects/Builders (see continuation sheet)

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets
9. Major Bibliographic References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets)

See continuation sheets

Previous documentation on file (NPS)
preliminary determination of individual listing
(36 CFR 67) has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey #

Primary location of additional data
State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal Agency
X Local Government
University
Other

Nameof Repository: Library and Hist. Commission
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8. SIGNIFICANCE

Wilson Cemetery qualifiesfor listing on the National Register of Historic Flacesunder Criteria A and C, with
sgnificancea the local level. The dte may dso have archaeologica significance associated with unmarked
graves and buried heedstones. The documented period of significance extends from 1764 to 1954, athough there
may be earlier graves. The Ste possessssintegrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling
and asociation.

The cemetery qualifiesfor listing under Criterion A due to its sfrong association with the history of Marlborough,
particularly the 19* century "Farms' neighborhood in the eestem part of the community. Itiswas one of severd
neighborhood burial grounds established in the late 18* century that came under municipal jurisdiction after 1855
and is one of nine municipal cemeteries in Marlborough. 1t contains the graves of one Revolutionary War
veteran, one Civil War veteran, and one World War n veteran. The cametery aso documents the 19* century
socid gmcture of the community, including daose family ties, the high rate of infant mortality, and the influx of
immigrantsin the late 19* century, which is evident in the namesof the Scandinavian families buried here.

Wilson Cemeatery meets Criterion C asasmdl burial ground active over more than two centuries that reflects the
evolving design of cemeteries and funerary monuments in New England. It embodies the 19* century transition
from burial ground to cemetery and is an early example of the useof family lots. The monumentation illustrates
thefransitionf romdate to marble to granite hesdstones, and displays arange of motifsand carving styles. There
ae ds sevard dgned goneshere, including at leest one well-carved soneby "A. Cary, Boston." The epitgphs
expressvely convey family reationships, religious beliefs, and attitudes towards desth.

The cemetery mests Criteria Exception D becauseit hes served continuoudy as aneighborhood burying ground in
Marlborough from 1764 to the present, with mogt burials occurring in the 19* century. It includes the graves of
over 100residents of Marlborough and contains information that isnot readily available dsewhere. The 1764
beginning date for the period of significance corresponds with the first documented burial, that of Dorothy How.
The 1954 termination datereflects National Regigter policy that properties with ongoing significance use a 50-
year cut-off date unless events of unusua significance have occurred within the past 50 years.

Marlborough, located approximately 28 mileswest of Boston and 16 miles eest of \Worcester, weas incorporated as
atown in 1660. The small frontier community developed dowly at first because of conflicts associated with King
Philip's War. After 1676 Marlborough grew steadily, reaching apopulation of 1,287 by 1765. Through the 18*
century it remained primarily an agricultural community. The upland topography was particularly well-suited to
raising cattle, grain and gpples. Agriculture continued to be the major occupation in mral aressof town through
the 19* century. However after 1830 Marlborough developed athriving shoe industry, whichfransformedit into
one of the manufacturing capitals of New England. Therapidly growing industry brought need for additional
labor, which resulted in an influx of immigrants, initially Irish, followed by French Canadians, and later by
Itdians, Greeks, and Eastem European Jaws. Thetown's population grew from 2,500 in 1836 to 13,609 in 1900.

(continued)
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By 1890 the increasingly complex infrastmcture necessitated the reorganization of the govemment and
Marlborough becamea city. Inthe 20* century Marlborough hes continued to grow, reaching a population of
31,800 by 1990, and has become a diversified residential, high-technology, and businesscity.

Initially Marlborough's funerary needswere served by two burial ground located neer the center of town, Spring
Hill Cametery (1675) and Old Common Cemetery (1706). As the population grew more digpersed, resdents of
outlying aress established informal family and neighborhood burial grounds. Theseincluded Wilson Cemetery
(1764); Brigham Cemetery (1793); Chipman Cemetery (1813); Robin Hill Cemetery (1817); Wesks Cemeery
(1837); and Maplewood Cemetery (1830s). After 1855 all the neighborhood cemeteries werefransferredto
municipal ownership and new burial arees were established a Chipman (the new section, Rocklawn Cemetery, is
the name by which the areaiis currently known) and & Maplewood, which sarved as Marlborough's primary
cemetery during the latter part of the 19* century. In 1956 Evergreen Cemetery was edtablished adjacent to
Wilson. It continuesto serve as the city's primary burial ground today. There are dsotwo large late 19¢ century
Catholic cemeteries, &t. Mary's and Immaculate Conception, located adjacent to Brigham Cametery.

Marlborough historian Charles Hudson, writing in 1862, summarized the datusof the town's cemeteries a that
time and described each.

Cemeteries are becoming objects of attention in most of our towns; and their condition isbeing
regarded as a sort of test of civilizations, in the best sense of that term. Thegloom which has
been spread over the resting-place of the departed, and theforbidding appearance of our
churchyards, are giving place to a more rational feeling and a better taste. Theincreasing light
of the Son of Righteousness has, in a good degree, dispelled the darkness of the tomb, and chased
away the unearthly spectres, which were supposed to visit nightly the sepulchres of the dead.
Christians of all denominations, are beginning to regard the burial-places of theirfriends, as
peaceful shades to which they can profitably resort to muse in sweet melancholy upon the
uncertainty of human life, and to call up anew the dear remembrance of departedfriends. Such
views andfeelings have created a disposition to beautify and adorn the ground where the dead
arereposing. ..

Another yard in the south-easterly part of town, near the house of Stephen Morse, Esg., contains
at thepresent time about two acres. It wasfirst used as a burial place about 1700, and contains
several hundred graves. The people in that part of the town are beginning to ornament it with
trees, so that it may become a space of pleasant resort.

(Hudson, History of the Town of Marlborough, page 236-239)

The two older municipal cemeteries (Spring Hill and Old Common) reflect their Colonial origins, with

(continued)
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predominantly date heedstoneslaid out in irregular rows and afew later monuments. Although they are referred
to as cameteries today, both could best be characterized as burying grounds, with no formal desgn and few
embdlishments. The four smaler neighborhood cemeteries (Brigham, Robin Hill, Weeks, and Wilson) reflect the
fransitionfromunadomed burial grounds to cemeteries, with spatia organization based on family lotsrather than
individual graves donesthat display more sentimenta imagery and iconography; and, in some cases,
embellishments such as roads and plantings. Maplewood Cemetery began during the 1830s as a neighborhood
cemetery but wes greetly enlarged during the 1860s and displays the transition to the late 19* century style with
amdler lots, machinemade monuments, and greater ethnic diversity. Evergreen Cemetery reflects late-20*
century buria styles and idess.

Wilson Cametery, named for the Wilson family who owned the farm nearby, began as a small neighborhood
burial groundin the "Farms' section of town. Itsearly history isnot well-documented. It islikely that the first
burias occurred without much thought to the arrangement of the graves and that lotswere added over time asthey
were needed. The layout of the cemetery was documented by City Engineer Francis Granger in 1934 (e
atached map) and has changed little since that time. Municipal records indicatethat there were few expenditures
a Wilson other than for an occasiond mowing.

Wilson Cemetery was the third of the nine municipal burial grounds to be established in Marlborough and at. 1.22
acre, it isone of the amdlest of Marlborough's municipal cemeteries, and one of the smplest in design. The
northem section reflectsthe 18* century development of the cemetery while the more ordered southem section
reflectsthe 19* century evolution. Wilson Cemeaery retains itsvemacular character in its patial organization,
topography, vegetation, circulation sysem and monumentation. There have been no known additionsor deletions
of land. A few resdents of the neighborhood have been buried here snce the 1950s, primarily in existing family
lots, but Wilson isnot generally consdered an active cemetery.

Old Common Cemetery isdready listed onthe National Regider as part of the Marlborough Center Historic

District (NRDIS 08/19/1998). The six other municipal cemeteries established before 1900 are being nominated
concurrently. There are no plans to nominate Evergreen Cemetery, which weas edtablished in 1956.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property

122 acre j

UTM References
(place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 293420 4619700 3. 19

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2. 19 4. 19

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

p See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet)

Boundary Justification
(Describe why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet)
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organization  Massachusetts Historical Commission  date duly 2004

Sreet & number 220 Morrissev Boulevard tdephone 617-727-8470

city or town Bogon state MA Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional Items (check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO)

name Citv of Marlborough
street and number City Hall. 140 Main Street telephone 508-460-3715

city or town Marlborough gate MA zip code 01752
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10. GEOGRAPffICAL DATA 1

Verbal Boundary Description

Wilson Cametery isarectangular parcel on the eet Sde of Wilson Street a short disance north of Boston Pogt

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

Wilson Cemetery

Marlborough, Middlesex County, MA

Road. Itissurrounded on the south and et by Evergreen Cemetery.

Boundary Justification

The boundary encompeassesa single parcel (assessors mgp 60, parcd 35) that includes the entire 1.22-acre

cemeay esablished in the late 18* century.

12.LIST OF PHOTOGRAPHS

NR Photo # Location/Description Date

1 View of cemetery looking southesstfi“omWilson Street. 2/2002
Wilson Cemetery isinthe foreground with Evergreen
cemeery beyond.

2 View looking northeast with Wilson family lotin the 2/2002
foreground and Eamestomb behind.

3 View looking southesst with Thomas Bigelow (Biglo) 2/2002
heedgtone in the foreground.

4 View looking eest long southem section of cemetery 2/2002

showing someof the 19* century lotswith Sdly monument in

foreground.

Photo by

Shary Berg

Shay Berg

Shay Berg

Shay Berg



MHC# Photo# Maep#

Marlborough (Middlesex County), Massachusetts

HistoricName

Wilson Cemetery
Front Wall

Robert Eames tomb
Hager monument
Parmenter monument

Morse heedstone
(Cay caver)

Wilson Cemeey

National Regiger Didrict Data Sheet

2004

Description/Materids

Mortared fieldstone

Mound tomb with stone fi-ont
Granite

Granite

Marble

Dae

1764

20* C.

19* C.

19* C.

Saus Type
Sl C
ST C
ST C
O C
0 C
0 C
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114 of Wilson Cemetery by City Engineer J. Francis Granger.
The noriiiem (left) Sde of the cemetery, which islaid out more randomly,
istbe ddest. Thelater southem (right) Sde ismore orderly.
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NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PUCES

The Commonwedth of ft i, , KiJin (IhA"AA"AY

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

October 20,2011 " AN

Mr. J. Paul Loether * - '
National Register of Historic Haces

Department of the Interior

National Park Service 2

1201 Eye Street, NW 8 floor n . " i
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether: oo n ' S"
Re Additional Documentation (Technlcd corrections of UTMs)
In the prooe$of mapping National Regider nominationsfor our GIS database, we have

Q erorsin UTM coordinates for 23 properties. The errors vary from afew hundred feet
o hui of miles, often due to trangposition of numbers.

As recommended by Edson Beall, we are enclosing a continuation sheet for each of the
nominations. Pleeselet me know if you need more information in order to correct your records.

Betsy Friedberg w
National Regider Director
Massechuseatts Historical Commission

Endosures

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 e« Fax: (617) 727-5i28
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The Commonwedth of Massach

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth

M assachusetts Historical Commission
July 23, 2004

Ms. Caral Shull

National Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosed please find the following nomination form:

Wilson Cemetery, Marlborough (Middlesex), MA
The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
SaeHistoric Preservation Officer. The owners of the property werenotified of pending State
Review Board congderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.
Five letters of support have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg VJ
National Register Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC Sway Paoe Bag, conduitant
Gay Brown, Lynn Faudt, Malborough Higtoricd Commission
Daris Hunt, Mayor, City of Marlborough
Alfred Lima, Marborough Flanning Director

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
\ (617) 727-8470'Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



CFTY OF MARLBOROUGH

MAYOR DENNISC. HUNT

140 Main Strest
Marlborough, Massachusatts 01752
Tel. (508) 460-3770 Fecsmile (508) 4603698 TDD (508) 460-3610

May 7, 2004

Betsy Friedberg
Massachusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125

Dear Ms. Friedberg,

The City of Marlborough participated in the Cametery Initiative that the Department of Environmental
Management conducted. Because of that project, the City next pursued agrant to have these
cameaerieslisted in the National Regider. | haverecaived notice that a its June 9, 2004 meeting, the
Massachusetts Historical Commisson will be reviewing the City of Marlborough's Request to have
sven (7) historic cemeteriesincluded in the National Register Listing. | would like to express my
support for thisproject.

Ceameeries have dways sarved as one of the community's most vauable resources. It would ssem in
this day and age that cemeteries have lost much of their significance. But further exploration would
disoute that. From the people who come from all over the country to research their family trees,
realizing that their ancestors settled this community and helped it to grow and prosper and while some
dayed and continued their role in this community, others moved on to settle throughout the rest of the
country; to the schoolchildren who learn a regpect and awareness of history from ther tours and
research in these cemeteries, to the veterans who visitfi-equentlyto pay their repects to the country's
heroes, to the neighborhood resdents and the community a large who walk through the cemeteries
pausng to reflect & various headsones, sometimes cleaning around a Site, but taking the few moments
to reflect on the peace and Hillness that gives them abrief respite from the hustle and dress of their
lives, these ceameteries have an impact.

The City of Marlborough hes begun a pro-active role in the preservation of its cultural and historical
asststhrough acquiring open goece parcels and developing preservation and mantenance plansfor its
resources,

Severd Boy Scouts have doneor will be doing agausinventory of individual cemeteriesfor their
Eagle Scout projects. Each Boy Scout choosesa cemetery and they inventory eech heedstone -
Inscriptions, condition of sone, composition of gone - and as make generd notes on the cemetery
grounds. Since time can have such adevadating effect on the heedstones, the City and its Cemeaery
Division will be ableto takethis inventory and use it to address the most urgent needs

The cemeteries in Marlborough reach out to many people - those who come to trace their roots and
learn about their families, the schoolchildren, the veterans and the community & large. They providea
real sense of history in Marlborough.



Betsy Friedberg
May 7, 2004
Pege 2

The City of Marlborough tekes great pride in its cemeteries and the history reflected there. Listing
these cameteries is another way of expressang our pride while providing apart that is often required for
grants that we might ssek to help in the specid maintenance and repairs a the cameteries

| thank you for this opportunity and hope that you will gpprove thisproject. |f you have any questions,
pleese feel freeto contact me.

Sincerely yours,

Dennis C. Hunt
Mayor



CriT OF MARLBOROUGH
Marlborough, Massachusdts 01752
HISTORICAL COMMISSON

May 11,2004

Betsy Friedberg

Massechusatts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125 A

Dear Ms. Friedberg, . *

Wein Marlborough are fortunate to have our historic cemeteries and burial groundsin a
wonderfiil gateof preservation. Some of the donesdate from the late 1600sand early
1700sand look asif they had been carved recently.

The grave markers bear the namesof many of our founding fathers and veteransof the
Revolutionary, Civil and al other wars. They are awritten history of this community.

Thosecitizens who visit our historic burial groundsfor the first time areinvariably
impressed. It is fim to take groupsthrough them and point out who, what, where and why
they are important. Y ou can see the various motifsof the carvers. Wewho gppreciate
our history are very proud of these cemeteries. We who take the time to honor our fallen
veterans ae pleased that our City govemment throughout our history hes cared for these
hallowed grounds.

| fiilUy support the efforts to have our historic cemeteries placed on the National Regider.
Thiswill hdp many othersto be gratefill for their exisence.

Sincerdy yours,

Gary”™own
Charman



RECEIVED
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CITY OF MARLBOROUGH

PLANNING DEPARTMENT Director

140 Main Stret

Mariborough?®, Massechusetts 01752
Te (508) 460-3799 Fasimie (508) 4603698 TDD (508) 460-3610

Mayl3,2004 cereloe X, ® > >

Betsy Friedberg Y 4"
Massachusetts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard ,

Boston, Massachusetts 02125 |

Dear Ms. Friedberg:

| wish to convey my strong support for the nomination of seven historic cemeteries in the
City of Marlborough to the National Register of Historic Places. The elevation of these
cameteries to the Regigter will assg in implementing the city's planning objectives.

Ore of the action itemsin the 2002 Marlborough Magter Flan isto advance the
preservation of the city's historic cemeteries through the development of preservation
plans and the pursuing of National Regiser designation. The City was avarded a
technical asagance grant from the Department of Environmental Management to develop
aframeworkfor the preservation of these gtes, and thisinitiative has asssted in guiding
the City's maintenance of these cemeteries

Clearly, the preservation of Marlborough's historic cemeteries will advance other gods
of the madter plan, including the preservation of the community's character and its
quality of life. Thenomination of these gtesto the National Register will advancethe
preservation of theseimportant historic resources.

lanning and Community Devel opment



S/ rMorouMin (MIANMonm Sic.
P.O. Box 512
Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752-0513

Peter Rice Homesteed - 377 EIm Strest

May 20, 2004 b

9
A MASS, Hist COfifVI
Betsy Friedberg . TV
Massachusetts Historical Commission X
220 Morrisey Boulevard , o,

Boston, MA 02125
Dear Ms. Friedberg:

On behalf of the Marlborough Historical Sofjef 1o
listing on the National Regigter of Historic H
Marlborough, Massachusetts

m express for the
hNori ¥t caneeriesin
|
Marlborough being among this nation's earliest incorporated townships (1660), its rich history

was built by the very men and women who lay to rest in our honored cemeteries. The recognition
they desarve warrants such alisting inour National Regidtry.

Not only for the expressed purpose of recognition of the cemeteries and those who are buried
there, however, do | support such an effort. Rather, 1 fed that alisting on the National Register
of Historic Hacesfogterswithin agiven town or city a grester avareness of and appreciation for
other higtoric preservation efforts and projects. To me, it is an often-needed catalys to better,
more thoughtful decison making.

1 thank you in advance for your condgderation of this metter. Nof

Sincerely,

Richard Wilcox
Curator \

C:. Gay Brown, Chairman, Marlborough Historical Commisson



CITY OF MARLBOROUGH
Department of Public Works
Office of the Commissioner

" 135 Neil Street

Marlborough, Massachusetts 01752
(508) 624-6910 Ext. 7200
Facsimile (508) 624-7699 TDD (508) 460-3610

May 25,2004 /V, ' VA V;
Betsy Friedberg /

Massechusatts Historical Commission

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125 oy NN f" >

Dear Ms. Friedberg, Vs ‘e !

| am plessad to offer my support to the City of Merlborough request to have its 7 cemeteries
listed on the Nafiona Regiger.

As the Commissioner of the Department of Public Works, it is my responsibility to sse that these
historic resources are properly maintained. With the ever-increesng demands on municipal
budgets, it is achdlenge to meat this sandard with the limited funds we are annudly given to do
2. | an extremdy proud of the fact that these ceameteries are in remarkable condidon in spite of
our limited mantenance resources and we hope to continue meeting our chargein that regard.

Listing inthe National Regiser symbalizes the City of Marlborough's commitment to its historic
resources. As part of this commitment the City condnualy reseerches ways to gain additional

funding for specid projects for these ceameteries. As an example, funds from the grant used to
prepare this application, a0 alowed us to prepare mini-preservation and mantenance plans for
the cemeteries  The pupose of these pas is to provide efficient cogt-effective guidance to the
community for the care of its higoric caneeries

There ae few greater opportunifies for reflecdon than a wak through an higtoric buria ground
& you ponder the names dates and inscripdons on the dones and what life was like when these
people lived in our community. - ~/



Betsy Friedberg Pege 2
Massechusdtts Historica Commisson
May 25, 2004

As the cugtodian of these Stes, | have agreat responsbility to not only the current resdents but
a0 to those people who lived here helping our community grow and progper and are now buried
in our cemeteries.  What better way to show honor and regpect than to have these cemeteries
listed on the Nadond Register

| gppreciate this opportunity to offer my support to thisrequest.
Sincerdly yours.
yMyy?

Rondd LaHe
Commissoner



