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Both the architect and builder of this Victorian
house are unknown. The house was erected in 1880 for
William N. Byers, publisher of the Rocky Mountain News.

It stands two stories, plus a basement, and was constructed
of common brick. Porch floors are tiled in red. Windows

are double hung and possess leaded panes. A cast-iron
widow's walk encircles the house. In 1890, Byers

sold the house to the Evans family; in whose ownership
the house has been ever since.

The Evans family constructed a large addition to
the house in 1898. The two-story addition contains
a library, 4 bedrooms and 2 baths. In 1910 a stairway
was relocated in order to enlarge one of the rooms
into a parlor.

Today, the house is much the same. Many of the
furnishings are the originals which were used at the
turn of the century. The property is immediately
adjacent to the Denver Art Museum.
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The style is Victorian Electic. Below is given a detailed
description of the notable features.

Facade combines architectural features borrowed from several
sources:

Classic elements in the crowning cornice, dentil range,
bracket range at porch cornice, and pediment-shaped lintels
over two second-story windows;

Baroque interplay of forms in the projecting facade;

Segmental and Tudor arches above a second-story bay window
and alternating across the porch front;

and Gothic motifs in the cast and wrought iron trim.

Several ornamental features are noteworthy:

A wood porch extends across the facade worked in geometric
carving and blocked areas, relieved by alternating arch forms;
Additional wood work above the second-story bay window,
which has four 12-light windows, and in the crowning cornice. ’

(All columns are geometric.)

A tin "mansarded" porch "“roof" with geometric patterning
supports a wrought iron cresting with Gothic-trefoil arches
alternating with five-armed starburst finials. Corner posts
are of an unusual looped-and-pointed design.

The arch-starburst design tops front and sides of porch
"roof" and repeats as a cresting on the crowning cornice. The
same tin work and scroll-patterned ironwork is used on the
sides of building at second-story level.

Chimney has interesting brick detailing with projecting
and recessed areas and corbelled corners at the top.

In the rear of the building the windows have rusticated
sills; two are geometric leaded windows; others have arched
headings.

The 1898 addition matches the original structure in color,
material and height, but not in fenestration. 1In effect, it
became a separate apartment, which is now utilized by one of
the owners.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Although the Byers-Evans House is an example of the
large typical Victorian town house, its chief significance
lies in its owners' prominence in Colorado's history

and development. William Evans, son of John Evans,
Colorado's first territorial governor, acquired the

house from its original owner, Byers, in 1890. John
Evans, as a Coloradoan, founded the Colorado Seminary
(now Denver University), sponsored or developed rail-
roads and industry. His son, William Grey Evans, carried
on the progressive attitude of the governor. He
participated in the construction of four railroads,
organized the Denver Electric & Cable Company and became
president of its successor, the Denver Tramway Company.
In 1902 William became President of the Board of Trustees
of the University of Denver.

Ann Evans, daughter of the governor was a prominent
figure in Denver's cultural affairs. Among other things,
she was the co-founder of the Denver Art Museum. She

was also a member of the New York World's Fair

Commission, co-founder of the Central City Opera House
Commission, and a member of the Denver Library Commission.

The @ Byers-Evans House is regarded as a monument to the
spirit of the Evans tradition. The present owners,
Katherine and Josephine Evans maintain the house much
as it was during their father's lifetime
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