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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Montpelier Historic District is comprised of four buildings: the city

hall, the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints' stake tabernacle and

the high school with its gymnasium. These buildings front on Washington Avenue
and are distinct from the surrounding residential area in their scale, materials,
and function. ATl are two-stories high, constructed of brick and set back from
the street on large lots with ample lawns, mature shrubbery and evergreens.

The neo-classical revival style city hall (1) is the oldest building in the
distirct and is distinguished by its portico with pairs of Tuscan columns. It
was -built.at a cost of; $25,000 of buff brick made by ithe Ogden, Utah, Pressed
brick .and . Tile,Gompany. A year after the city hall's completion: the semi-
circular L.D.S. tabernacle (2) was begun (1918) on the adjacent corner. This
$50,000 red brick structure employs classical motifs including round arched
entries with ornate terra cotta tympanums. The tabernacle is the city's largest
auditorium. The moderne style high school (4) was constructed in 1937 as a
$160,000 Public Works Administration project on the land opposite the tabernacle.
Constructed of mountain red variegated tapestry brick, the building is distin-
guished by its extensive and profusely ornamented terra cotta trim.

The high school gymnasium (3), a simple, 1960's utilitarian styled building
is the only intrusion in the district, although it is compatible with the earlier
structures in its scale, material and landscaping.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

S S e e i e S e e N e T e . . .
The: Montpe?ier H1stor1c District is- arch1tectural]y 3agn1f1cant w1th 1ts sub—
stantial brick buildings, the major structuresin the city: . The heart of
Montpe11er s community life reposes within these bu11d1ngs, wh1ch is we]] reflected
in their scale, design, craftsmanship and landscaping. .o x

The buildings were designed by some of the area's major architects. The promi-
nent Pocate2lo firm of Boyer and Rogers designed the city hall in 1916 and the
‘contract went to Pocatello's major -contractor, J. F. Murray. Salt Lake archi-
tects Pope and Burton designed the Stake Tabernacle building. This firm made
the plans for many Utah and southeast Idaho L.D.S. tabernacles including the
semi-circular buildings at Blackfoot, Idaho, and Richfield, Utah. The high
school building was the second largest PWA school building project in Idaho
and is one of the finest moderne buildings in the state rendered in brick.

Its architect, Frank H. Paradice of Pocatello, was an 1899 graduate from
Chicago's Art Institute and Armour Institute of Technology. Prior to moving
to Pocatello he had offices in Denver, Portland, and Boise. He designed the
first buildings at the College of Idaho, the B]ackfoot High School and many
buildings in Pocatello.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Montpelier District runs along Washington Avenue and includes the area
enclosed Py the red line on the accompanying map entitled "Montpelier Historic
District.”
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Property owners of the Montpelier Historic District

Church of the Latter-Day Saints
C/o David H. Jensen

Stake President o
6th & Washington

Montpelier, Idaho

Montpelier Public School District

Ralph Roghaar, Super1ntendent of Schools
P.0. Box 280

Montpelier, Idaho

City of Montpelier
Mayor, Allen Ipsen
City Hall
Montpelier, Idaho
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