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Located in a residential section of Greenwood, South Carolina, Sunnyside was built 
circa 1851 in a style which reflects the transition between Gothic Revival and Greek 
Revival architecture.

EXTERIOR: Sunnyside is a lh story house with flush board siding covering the front 
facade and weatherboard siding covering the remainder of the house. It is basically 
Gothic Revival in style, featuring a gabled roof and dormers with scalloped barge- 
board. There are two compound interior chimneys located on each front gable end of 
the house and one large interior chimney located in the central rear section of the 
house. The front facade is characterized by two large gables each of which has a 
6/6 window topped by a triangular diagonal-paned glass pediment. Located between 
these dormers is a single door flanked by diagonal-paned sidelights and free-standing 
pedestals, and crowned by a heavy pediment with recessed panels. This door provides 
access to the flat-roofed, one-story portico which extends across the front facade of 
the house. This Greek Revival portico is supported by six heavy stucco-over-brick 
columns. The front facade also features five-paneled double doors complimented by 
diagonal-paned sidelights and a rectangular transom. This entrance is flanked 
on either side by a 9/9 window with louvered shutters. The left facade of the house 
features a one-story porch supported by wooden pillars. This facade features dormer 
windows with scalloped bargeboard, 6/6 windows, and louvered shutters. The porch has 
been enclosed on the right end.

INTERIOR: Sunnyside was originally built with a T-shaped floor plan. It has a central 
hall with a dog-leg staircase located on its left side. The hall is flanked on each 
side by a single parlor. Each of these rooms is characterized by an unusual recessed 
coved ceiling section with medallion, projecting fireplace, and molded trim and corner 
blocks over the doors and windows. Extending from the rear of this section is an ell 
containing a sitting room and dining room. The basic T-shaped design of the house has 
been slightly altered by additions to the right side of the rear extension. In 1920 
this section was remodeled by the enlargement of the side kitchen and by enclosure of 
the side porch. This addition has not altered the historic integrity of the structure.

Sunnyside is an interesting example of a style which borrows elements from both Gothic 
Revival and Greek Revival architecture. It exhibits many characteristics of the Gothic 
Revival style. Most notable among these are its gabled roof and dormers with scalloped 
bargeboards. In addition to its Gothic characteristics, Sunnyside also borrows elements 
from the Greek Revival style, among which are the portico covering the front facade of 
the house and the heavy proportions of the interior details.

SURROUNDINGS: Sunnyside is located in a well-maintained residential section of Green­ 
wood, South Carolina. On the site are two small 20th century outbuildings.
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Sunnyside is an unusual example of a blend of the Gothic Revival and Greek Revival styles 
of architecture. Historically, the house has been associated with several locally prominent 
individuals, who have made substantial contributions to their community.

Circa 1851, Sunnyside was built in the village of Greenwood by Robert Caldwell Gillam (1820- 
1897). Robert Gillam, a native of Abbeville District, was a prosperous farmer. Tradition 
indicates that Gillam borrowed both the name Sunnyside and the Gothic Revival style of the 
house from Sunnyside (NHL), the Hudson River Valley home of author Washington Irving.

Immediately after the close of the Civil War, Robert Gillam lost Sunnyside because of finan­ 
cial difficulties. In 1867 the house was sold for debt at the Abbeville County Court House. 
At that time Sunnyside was bought by Robert Gillam's son-in-law, Augustus Milton Aiken. 
Augustus Aiken (1834-1906) was a native of Winnsboro, South Carolina, and a farmer. During 
the Civil War, Augustus Aiken served in the Confederate States Army in Company C of the 7th 
South Carolina Regiment. At the end of the Civil War he returned to South Carolina and in
1866 he married Mary Ann Gillam, daughter of Robert Gillam. Aiken lived at Sunnyside from
1867 until his wife's death in 1877. The property subsequently passed through several own­ 
ers before it was purchased in 1906 by Harry Legare Watson.

Harry L. Watson (1876-1956) was editor and publisher of Greenwood's newspaper from 1900 to 
1956. During this period he also served as Chairman of the Board of Greenwood Public Schools, 
a Trustee of Furman University, President of the South Carolina Press Association, and the 
President of Greenwood's National Loan and Exchange Bank. Harry L. Watson was also a prom­ 
inent local historian, having compiled and published much information on the local history 
of Piedmont South Carolina.

Following Watson's death in 1956, Sunnyside passed to his daughters Louise Montague Watson 
and Margaret Josephine Watson. Margaret Josephine Watson is a prominent newspaper woman
and writer 
Families.

in South Carolina, having authored Greenwood County Sketches-Old Roads and Early

In 1974 the Watson family sold Sunnyside to its present owners, Mr. and Mrs. William James 
Dean. The Deans are currently undertaking a restoration of the property.

ARCHITECTURE: Sunnyside is unusual in design, borrowing elements from both Gothic Revival 
and Greek Revival architecture. Tradition indicates that the house was patterned after 
Sunnyside (NHL), the home of Washington Irving which is located outside of Tarrytown, New 
York. Both Sunnysides reflect the influence of the Gothic Revival style. Furthermore, the 
houses share certain distinguishing features, notably their gabled roof, dormers with 
scalloped bargeboard, interior compound chimneys and a fundamentally T-shaped floor plan.

(continued)
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In spite of these common features, the similarity of the houses is limited because Green­ 
wood's Sunnyside combines its Gothic characteristics with features which are derived from 
the Greek Revival style. The Greek Revival influence is indicated in both the massive 
portico on the front facade and the heavy proportions of the interior details, windows 
and doorways.

The architecture of Sunnyside is also significant as an unusual variation of the archi­ 
tectural styles prevalent in the Piedmont section of South Carolina during the 1850s. 
In addition, it is one of the oldest remaining structures extant in the town of Green­ 
wood, South Carolina,
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thence southeasterly 325' along Brooks Street to the intersection of Dargan Avenue; 
thence west 435' along Dargan Avenue to the intersection of Marshall Street; thence 
northwesterly 325' to the point of beginning.



Sunnyside from the northwest, showing the Gothic porch and 
the rear of the tower. The kitchen \ard was behind the trees 
at the left. From Harper's New Monthly Mn«innt' No 
LXXIX, Vol. XIV, December tStf.


