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street & number See Continuation Sheet. N/A not for publication
city, town  Columbus N/A vicinity of
state Georgia code 013 county Muscogee code 215
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
_X_ district ___ public _X _occupied ____agriculture — __ museum
____ building(s) _X_ private _X_ unoccupied ____ commercial ___ park
__ structure — both -X_ work in progress _X_ educational _X_ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible . entertainment _X_ religious
___ object N/Ain process _X_ yes: restricted ___government ___scientific
___ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___industrial —_ transportation
no military — other:
4. Owner of Property
name Multiple owners (more than 50)
street & number
city, town — vicinity of state
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Superior Court
street & number Muscogee County Courthouse
city, town Columbus state Georgia
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title See Continuation Sheet. has this property been determined eligible? ____yes _X_no
date

. federal ____ state ____ county ___ local

depository for survey records

city, town

state




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

_ excellent —_ deteriorated ____ unaltered _X original site
X _goode: xsc — ruins _X altered ___moved  date
___fair ©° ~ __ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

Waverly Terrace is an early-twentieth-century planned residential suburban
development. It is located on what were the outskirts of Columbus at the turn of
the century, approximately a mile and a half north-northeast of downtown Columbus.
The district is situated on gently sloping land in the '"highlands" area of
Columbus, above the Chattahoochee River floodplain. Shaped by major perimeter
streets, the district is trapezoidal in form. Streets in the district are laid
out in a gridiron pattern skewed slightly from the compass points. Lots are small,
generally rectangular in shape, and front onto the residential streets of the
subdivision. Buildings in the district are almost exclusively detached single-
family residences; exceptions include a historic church, elementary school and
high school. The houses are situated near the front-centers of their lots and
are uniformly set back from the streets. They range from one to two stories in
height; the majority date from 1906 to 1929. Architectural styles represented in
the district include primarily Craftsman/Bungalow, with some Spanish Mission, late
Victorian, Neoclassical, and Georgian Revival influences evident as well. Con-
struction is predominantly wood frame, veneered in weatherboard, stucco, or brick.
Details are fashioned from wood. Front porches are an important architectural
feature uniformly represented throughout the district. Landscaping in the dis-
trict consists of informally landscaped yards, terraced front yards with low re-
taining walls, street trees, stone curbs, and concrete sidewalks and driveways.
One intrusion, a recently built apartment building, and a handful of non-historic
homes are the only non-contributing properties within the district.
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_ _ Location and Representation
Continuation sheet in Fxisting Surveys ltem number 2 and 6 Page 2

Location
In Columbus, Muscogee County, an area bounded by Hamilton Road on the west,

30th Street on the north, 27th Street on the south, and the rear property lines
of properties on the east side of Peabody Avenue on the east.

Representation in Existing Surveys

The Secondary Industrial School (Columbus Junior High School) was individu-
ally listed in the National Register of Historic Places on April 9, 1980. It is
centrally located in the Waverly Terrace Historic District.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

___prehistoric ___ archeology-prehistoric _X_ community planning _X_ landscape architecture____ religion

—1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic —___ conservation —— law —___ science

. 1500-1599 ___ agriculture . economics —_ literature ___ sculpture

_.1600-1699 _X _ architecture _X_ education —__ military ___social/

- 1700-1799 _ __ art .- engineering — music humanitarian

__1800-1899 ____ commerce __exploration/settiement ____ philosophy —— theater

X 1900~ ____communications - industry — politics/government __ transportation
____invention _X_ other (specify)

local history
Specific dates 1906-1929 Builder/Architect Multiple

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

Waverly Terrace is an excellent intact example in Columbus of an early-twen-
tieth-century planned residential suburb with landscaping features and housing
stock typical of middle-class residential neighborhoods of the period. It is his-
torically significant in the areas of community planning and development, archi-
tecture, landscape architecture, education and local history. These areas of sig-
nificance support property eligibility under National Register criteria A, B and C.

Community Planning and Development

Waverly Terrace is significant as an early Columbus example of a planned
residential suburb and as a good local example of the American "streetcar suburb."
Waverly Terrace's location, layout, design controls, land-use controls, utilities,
and development are all characteristic of such suburban residential developments
in Georgia.

As Columbus expanded in the early-twentieth century, G. Gunby Jordan (1846-
1929), a prominent industrialist and land owner, determined to subdivide and
develop "Waverly Farm," a large parcel of land he owned on the outskirts of the
city. 1In 1904, he deeded the farm to the Jordan Company, of which he was presi-
dent. 1In 1906, in a final survey of the property, Waverly Terrace was laid out in
its present form, and the Jordan Company became its principal developer. All util-
ities in the neighborhood, including water, sewer, and electric power lines, were
installed with the initial laying out and grading of the streets. Regular street-
car service linked Waverly Terrace to downtown Columbus. The location of the
Secondary Industrial School in the neighborhood is explained by G. Gunby Jordan's
position as president of the Columbus Board of Education, his commitment to voca-
tional education, and his donation of a tract of land within Waverly Terrace for
the school.

Architecture

Waverly Terrace is significant for its collection of houses which reflect
prevailing design principles and construction practices of early-twentieth-century
middle-class suburban housing. Predominant domestic architectural styles, .namely
the Craftsman/Bungalow and Spanish Mission styles, are well represented in the.
district, along with instances of late Victorian, Neoclassical, and Georgia Revi-
val design. Wood, stucco, and brick--all used in the district--are characteristic

[continued]



9. Major Bibliographical References

Mahan, Joseph B., Jr. '"Waverly Terrace: Historic District Information Form,"
September, 1982. On file at State Historic Preservation Office, Atlanta, Ga.
(This National Register nomination is based largely on the information contained
in this document.) [continued]

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property __Approximately 45 acres

Quadrangle name ___Columbus, Georgia Quadrangle scale _1:24000
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Verbal boundary description and justification
The historic district boundary, outlined with a heavy black line on the enclosed map,

circumscribes the intact portion of the historic Waverly Terrace subdivision.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title  Carolyn Brooks, National Register Researcher

. Historic Preservation Section
organization Georgia Department of Natural Resources date October 21, 1983

street & number 270 Washington Street, S.W. telephone (404) 656-2840

cityortown Atlanta state Georgia 30334

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

—__ national ____state X _local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 2 Z 0 ;Z:N

Elizabeth 57 Lyon
tite Srare Historic Preservation Officer date /o /2 5'/83

For NPS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included in the r%ptional Reglster .

/ WW Nations' Fog-etiend date /07////(3

f iT('eepervof the National ﬁegister

Attest: date

Chief of Registration

— = ama_vam
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building materials for houses of these styles, types, and period. The district

is also significant architecturally for its association with Thomas W. Smith, one

of Columbus' most prominent architects of the period, who designed schools,

churches, public buildings and residences throughout southwest Georgia. Smith (1860 -
1926) 1is well represented in the district by Waverly Terrace School, the Congre-
gational Church, his own home at 2850 Hamilton Avenue and a number of other houses.
Local contractors J.T. Harwell, Frank Smith, the Butts Lumber Company, and the
Williams Lumber Company built many of the other houses.

Landscape Architecture

Waverly Terrace is significant for its repertoire of early-twentieth-century
landscape features, including informally landscaped yards, terraced front yards
with low retaining walls, street trees, stone curbs, and concrete sidewalks and
driveways. The landscape features contribute significantly to Waverly Terrace's
pronounced sense of time and place.

Education

Waverly Terrace is significant for containing the Columbus Secondary. Indus-
trial School (1906), a pioneering institution in the history of American voca-
tional education which is individually listed in the National Register, and
Waverly Terrace School, a good local example of a progressive early-twentieth-
century elementary school.

Local History

Waverly Terrace is significant as the home of many of Columbus' influential
middle-class citizens whose individual and collective accomplishments helped shape
the city's early-twentieth-century history. Professionals, management-level exe-
cutives, small businessmen, and skilled tradesmen are all represented by the dis-
trict.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(3-82) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Inventory—Nomination Form

Continuation sheet Bibliography ltem number 9 Page 2

Columbus City Directory, 1904, 1906, 1908, 1912, 1914, 1918, 1921, 1923, 1925, 1928,
1931.

The Home Book (a promotional booklet published on the Waverly Terrace neighborhood
during the early years of its development.), n.d.

Industrial Index. Biographical sketch of T.W. Smith, May 31, 1916. Also various
issues for advertisements and photographs of Waverly Terrace residences.

"Re-Survey Map of Waverly Terrace and Annex, Columbus, Georgia.' W.D. Nalley, en-
gineer, Atlanta, Georgia, 1906.

Telfair, Nancy. A History of Columbus, Georgia: 1828-1928. Columbus: The His-
torical Publishing Company, 1928.

Walker, Mrs. Lee (granddaughter of T.W. Smith, architect). Collection of historic
photographs and postcards of Waverly Terrace. Newspaper clippings, genealogi-
cal papers and title abstracts from the T.W. Smith family.

Worsley, Etta Blanchard. Columbus on the Chattahoochee. Columbus: Columbus Of-
fice Supply Company, 1950.
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