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and areas of significance, enter only the categories and subcategories listed in the instructions. For additional space use continuation sheets
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1. Name of Property -
historic name "MAR | -CASTLE"
other names/site number Chandler, Albert, House

2. Location

street & number 41 South Main Street N £ Al not for publication
city, town Randolph N £.Al vicinity
state Vermont code VT county Orange - code 017 zip code 05060

3. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
private ] building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
] public-focal district 3 1 buildings
[:] public-State D site sites
l:] public-Federal El structure 1 structures
[:] object objects
4 1 Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
N/A listed in the National Register ___0

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the deS|gnated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomlnatlon request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the

National Reglster of Histgric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
fgplmon rty meets does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee contmuat/oysh /&/
o
=4

Slgnature of cemfylng official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [ Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is: - sntered in the

m‘emered in the National Register. o ? / fational Reglster _ /
D See continuation sheet. /7 . %”“4%6(4/ et J Sz t// 7/
& 4 7 / !

[ determined eligible for the National
Register. [:]See continuation sheet.

[ ldetermined not eligible for the
National Register.

[:]removed from the National Register.
[ lother, (explain:)

/7

%_\_SBnature of the Keeper Date of Action




6. Function or Use

- -Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
- Domestic: single dwelling

Domestic: secondary structure

Transpor#afiohiﬁroad-relafed

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Business: office building

Transportation: road-related

7. Descﬁbﬁdngm;

Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Queen Anne

other: Chateauesque

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation granite

walls brick
wood

roof slate

other __stone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

(Entire text appears on continuation sheets.)

[X]see continuation sheet
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esidential neighborhood near the south =
e, the Mari-Castle compleix includes an

ueen Anne style house of that name (31,
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4-95), a former carriage house (3#2, 188
modern former chapel (34, 1968), and a stons-—
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#5, ¢. 1895). The two-and—one-half-story, brick
gular plan incornorates several Drojections that
gable-dormered, slate-shinglad hip roof; the most
a conical-cappred circular tower that emer
t corner. A multi-bay veranda with bracks
around three facades of the house and m=xyg t
ochere. The one—and-one-half-story, bri ir
=z house now lacks a carriage entrance; a one—-ba
as been added to the west facade to sheltexr the
n entry. Ths one-and-one-half-story, board-and-
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roofzd barn also displays altered wragen an
cades. The one—storv chapel contrasts by i
omplax roof, and aggregate-block sheathin
lCh bridges carries a driveway ovar a2 smal_
r its scenic quality. These buildings and
ed v1th1n expansive, informally landscaped
bv mature coniferous and deciduous trees along
Shlubs and seasonal plantings.
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Thz house has regained a high degree of historic architecturail
integrity following an extensive rehabilitation vsriormed i
1€86-87; although adapted to oifices, ths housz's residential
character has been preserved. Thea carriage houss was altered
mcrz substantially and converted to residential usacge during the
1260s; its ureatment during the recent rehabilitation focused on
G fabric while adapting the building to contain
The barn has received minor changes related to the
anima vehicle occupancy. The stone-arch bridge
structu repairs in 1989 that have not azltered its
the llari-Castle complex retaﬂng general
setting, design, materials, workmanship,
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ri-Castle comnlex is located zlong the west side of South
ace above the south =adge of the

dolph business district, an area known historically as the

h Several other imposing houses surrounded by spacious
unds stand along the street near HMari-Castle, and altogether
stitute "h" was aDDarCﬁulV one of ths most fashionable
12ighb the century.
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During recent decades, a few small modern buildings have besn
intzrjected on the subdivided grounds of the large historic
housss, thereby altering somewhat the character of thsz
nezighborhood.
HMari-Castle itself (1) stands recessed from the street ne=ar ths
north property boundary. The former carriage houses (2, now
zdapted to contain offices) is more deeply recessad from the
strest to the southwest of the house. The barn (i£3) is s=at
farthest back from the street behind (west of) the houss. Ths
1y non-contributing building in the complex, the modern former
zapel (#4, now adaptaed to commercial usage) stands ne: L to the
th of the carriage house. The stone—arch bridgs (#5) spans a
ine a short distance southeast of the chapel.

Thez housz and outbuildings are sited amidst informally landscapsd
groundz wmostly sheltered by mature trees. Along the north side,

the grounds are bounded by a hedgerow of mixed deciduous
coniferous tr and shrubs. Two large sugar maple trees
the house's

( .:\.,) of the n

ce
northeast and northwest lawns. Directly in Front
house, a walkway laid with patterned paving brick

and
sha

L4
encircles an as rze of medium height and leads to the main
entrancs. Groups of low o*hamenual shrubs are placed next to ths
strest and the foundation ©of the housse.
pervendicular to South Hain Street formerly passed

Dorte—-cochere attached to the houss's south facade.
During the 1986-87 rehabilitation project, this driveway was

a walkway laid with patterned paving brichk The

corresponds to the width of the driveway but along most

f its length it consists of two parallel strips flanking a
median with ovnamental plantings. Clumps of lilac flanlk the
south sids of the former drivewray, serving to dzfins the
immediats grounds of the house.

outh of the lilac row, the grounds are dominated by towering
wvhite pine and spruce tress that probably wers planted around the
turn of the century. A grassy ravine with stcapWV sloping sides
oczupies ths cesntsr of this area, and esxttends southward to
convergs with South Main Strest. The ravine was mostl" excavated
¢. 1895 to crz=ante a site for the stone—arch bridge. The bridge
carrylies the east-west driveway that connects thz street and th=s
north—-szouth driveway serving the outbuildings. The east-west
drivaway 1is lined by rows of the mature white pine tress.
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The rear (west) grounds of the house have been somewhat modifiad
by thz introduction of additional plantings in 1987. Various
deciducugs shrubs and crab apple trees are placed between the
north-south rear driveway. Paralleling that

w4l
house and ths
drivsway, a double row of short shaped vpines serves to enclose
the west side of the lawn. Another walkway of paving brick leads
diagonallv from the house's west porch to the driveway and
parlking ar:

(D
9]

Diractly behind the builldings, the hillside risss at a moderate
slops about 450 fest to z summit elevation of 1200 fez2t. Its
surfzce is mostly overgrown by mixed coniferous and dszciduous
trzzs, especially nhite 3ip~, vhite birch, and mapls, of medium
hedight. Som= of thesze ces were probably planted during the
late 18903 when this former pqstule was transformed into a park
to complement the landscaped grounds of the house. A networl of
largesly disusad roadwvays and paths traverses the slope. 2t the
fcot of the slope northeast of the barn, a small pond fringed
with cattails has been excavated in recent years.
At least twe smaller outbuildings have formerly eszisted in the
vicinity of the barn. Directly west of the barn and slightly
highzr on the slope stood a ones-— and one~half-story, three-by-ons-—
v, wood-sheathed, gable-rcofed shed dating probably from
Its three-bay main (east) gable facade was arrang=zd
nztriczlly with a central entrance flanked by side bays of
zn cculus punctuated the gable. This shed was
probably c. 1986.
of the barn and oriented diagonally to the north-scuth
=] an elongatad one-story, multi-bay, shed-rocfzd building
ghit have been a chicken house of esarly fuentleu*—cedtury

origin. The wood-framed shed was csheathed with wood shingles,
and rafter tails were exposed along its horizontal saves. On its
main (northeast) facade, a central vartical-boarded, hingad pass
dosxr was c¢losely flanlked by six~light fixed windows, bsvond vhich
a nand of small rectangular windows extended across the facade.
Thisz building wras demolished in 1939.

1. HMari-Castle; 1886, =znlarged 1854-85
This extraocrdinarily elaborats house was constructzsd in 18356 as a
summer residence for Albert Brown and HMaril tadman Chandlezr,

3

and then enlargad the following decads. The 1 half of ths



(r:&Ss)Form 10-820-a OM8 Appraval No. 10240018

tnitcd Sates EE snrtiment of the Interior
National Park Service

National Er‘agfjv Sier of Historic Places
Continuation Shoot

aoctlon number __7 . Paqa _

u ins virtuzlly its original high-style Quesn Anns

D . The north half takes its appearance largsly from two

Sk ditions, a northsast corner tower and a northwsst wing,
mads during the =2nlargement; the corner tower, especially,
erthibits Chateauesque stylistic character. The house possesses
an irregular plan incorporating a two—~and-one-half-story, hip-
roofed central block appended by gabled southeast and south
projactions in additicn to the northeast tower. A two—and-ons-—
half-story, gable-roofed west block extends pervendicularly from
thz rear of the centiral block. The two-story northirsst wing
carriss a hip roof over its west half abutted by a ridged roo:
ulminating in a semiconical north end over the semicircular
projsction of its east half.
The house rests on a mortared stone foundation that varies
s hat in composition and hesight around its perimetar. On thse
e (zazt), north, and south facades, the foundation consists of
i gular granite blocls laid in random manner. Ths foundation
a grs on the reﬁr (west) facade by being composaed of ths local
bluzstone; it taltes the form cf thin slabs on the original gablzad
wezt block and chlck slakz on the added northwest wing.
Trhe pzinted bricl walls are laid entirely in stretcher bond,
indicating the existence of additional internal, probably wood
framing. A decorative beltcourss of vertical briclis set
diagonzlly in a sawtooth pattern articulates the entire exzterior
surface of the houss between the first and second stories. &
projacting ice with a bzadboarded soffit follows both
th2 horizo iing =aves.
The severa ces of the house are shingled with slate,
mostly of color. The rear (west) surfaces of tha
addad noxrt iffer, being reddish in color. Ths=
relatively of the main block is crownzd by a metal
craszting =« incised hip knohs.

Sgveral chimneys rise from various points on the
ro2iz. 2 i 1894-55, the massive chimney nsar t

~idge of the maid roof contributes to the Chatesauzsgus

of the enlargs 3 diamond-plan shaft has small squars
panals on t and southeast faces and carries a heavily
cerkeled ¢ 1 the chimneyvs on the houss, this chimney
ig now ca» ched m=2tzl hood. A tall rectangular
intzsrior ¢ a plain shaft ascends Erom the southeast
eaves cf t of; a shorter chimney straddles thes ridgs of
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the south gabled projection; another surmounts ths interssction
of thz vidges on ths west block and northwest wing; and another
emerges from tha2 hip ridgs of thsz northwest wing.
¢ ¢ lari-Castle is dominated by thsz two-
rculzy tower that engages the northeast
¥ main stories of the tower are punctuated
1 e south, =zast, and north aspects, sach bzing
=d i tal ne s dern metal-
& stox 7indos »ding and Gooch
oz the 1894-95 enlargement specifies "01d Window Raset™ in
south and sast openings; thess windows weres appar=sntly talen
the original walls diz»nlacad by the tower.) The window
penings are framed by flush label lintels and projecting footed
lucgsills of painted stone. Centerad keiween the window openings
oen the northeast aspect are horizontal rectangular painted ferra
cotta panels; the first-story panel depicts the raised figurs of
a bird against oali leaves surrvounded by foliated bloclis while the
second-story panel bears a largs rosette within a bordser of
folizted blocks. & wood £riszez of recessed pansls encirecles the
T Delow the proj:zcting cornice, whose height from the ground
er 3 somevhat that of the horizontal cornicsz of the main roof.
zoni zp of the tover iz punctuatad by three gabled
igned above thes lover-story openings. Each dormer
13 mindow of Quazen Anne type albeit without the typical
; the uppsr sash incorporates a bordsr of small
< lights around a larger horizontal rectangular light
the sash has a single light. The dormer's raking
2 axr corated with vergeboards incised with grcoups of dots.
Its »H1 sheathed with clippad wood shingles whilz the choels
and rocoif a shingled with sqguare slabte. The conical tower roof
is shingled with clipped slate, whose width (but not =xposure)
diminishes toward the peal. A metal ball and finial rises Ffron
thz peal.
Thz centar of the main facad: is occupied on the First skto:
thz main sntrancse to the house. The heavy double-lz2af, hi
deors are made of varnished hardwood; each contains in the
helf a2 large rectan ar light surmounted by two small squ
lights and in the 1 1f a horizontal molded panel abo
v cal panzls. C e doorway, a stainad-glass
ol om displ an 11 2rn in polychromatic tr=zatm=nt. On
t scond st directly above the entrance, a thrze-sidsed bay
19 i3 pro zd ziztznsion of the main roof slope. The
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bar 7indowr's central facs is fitted with a large clear light in
the 7er two—-thirds of the opening and polychromatic stained
glazsgs in the upper third; the side faces contain one—-over-onse
sash. Directly above the bay window, a gabled dormer like those
on the adjacent towar roof emerges from the east slope of ths

010
M- 3
Qe

[T

the main entrance and
he main facade, a mult
pavilion in front of
de. A shkirt of thin
nkbalustraded dack; the o is laid ong
ds while the ceiling is sheathed with besadboards
Dosts have sguarese bages sections with double inci
lines and tu d mid-sections below an incised

t r

aciizt perpen ula curved
rallaling the eaveas support the
membairs g molded cornice
arvad modillion blocks £ che shallow-
3 corch rocf, now covare shest cobpper.
A shallow p=diment marlks ths n cjecting
grznits steps provide accsss b

nez—hali-story, gabled projection on the 1zft sids of
de extends two bays in width. The window openings
2s shars the one-over-one sash with stonsz footed
label Ilintels commeon to the house. Thsz decorativs
thz gable exaggerates that of the of dormers. A
herizeztal molded cornice supported by multipl 1 bracliats
and two larger curved terminal bracksts define cl bagza of thse
¢gable. & CQusen Anns—Lbype window like those in the tower dormers
lights thz gable, flanked on each side by diagonal clzpboards =and
surmountaed by <¢lipped shingles on the gable peak. Chamfered
vargeboards suspandsd from the raking saves are dscoratsd with
diz-facz groups of inciszed dots.
Th: south facads of the main bloclk consists of 2 ona-bay right
section with a secondary entrance and a gabled proj=zction on ths
1= . Hzad=d by =z bel lintel, this 2ntrance has a vertically
clongated, hingzd 2 with twin zlongated lights ovar twin small
moldad pansls. The 11 surface on the right of ths zntrances is
zmbellished with a zontal rectangular painted t
panz2l bearing an =i way folizted design around a
of . Dirzctly &b on the s=scond story, a simil
dapicts the £ re of @ bird against ocak lzavs
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by a bordasr of foliated blocks. These terra cotta p
the esxistence of a fiveplacs chinmney within the wall

zouth ¢gabled projection is five-sided on the mai
A zcting another interior fireplace chimney, tha b
(zouth) face iz also embzllished with ¢
storiss. The first-story panel bears the figurs of
winged serpent within a quartrefoil surrounded by =g
blocls; the sescond-story panel is similar. A one-ov
lights each diagonal {southszast and southwest) facsa
storizs of the projsction. The over lov co
gzbls are supported by curvad brackstes; I a ha
the perpendicular intsrszction of the brackets. Ths
thiz gablz contains a zmall one-over—one sash, whose
cornary is canted to fecllow the lins of the raking ea
light storm =zash has been addad on the interior. Th
right-bay opsning now contains a single-light sazh i
provids o clezr gignal path Eor a satellite
mo 2d in thes attic; the inal ons-ovear-
the attic. Ths wall zurface batueen the win
h tally while the triangular arsas unds

phoarded diageonally; the gabls pesk i
st 25 .
nd &l Jection, and an

pondi h projection of
2532 11low—gablad rcof
hosz veranda and
ocd screens its

veranda continues around tha two ar (wsst)
main block. A stick balustrade ball-headad
an =2ntrance opening protzcts this ion of the
preizcitin anite steps provide acc the veran
S2COo : the left bay iz f£itted a double-h
¢ilas hat lights the main st on the in
({ er) sash has & central of polychr
S surrounded by curvilin c¢es.
ng parpendicularly thz west facade of the main
: zaves facade of the house's west block e:xztends
langth. The north end of the veranda shelters a
rance having a naturally finishe& wood door with
rzctangular light above onz horizontal and two verti
15, The two middls bays are occupiad by Lwo-ova

a coiled
uare fol

er—once

T~ 2Ty

=
L

(s
cr

Chl D2t
rnzyrs ci th=
11 hangs from
left bay of
upper outzsr
ves; a nine-
2 balancing
nstalled to
tion dish
is stored in
lzpboarded
ing =zavas
rith
had porita-~
Jerahda.
rted by
collax
la.
fzcade o=
né 1 »nosts
veranda;
da. On the
ung, stained-
teriecxr; 2=ach
omatic
blocl, ths
four bays

0 U
o}

5
3

right-

a large
cal moldsd
r—tiro =22a3h
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maed by splaved bricli lintels =and
thess two bays, horizontal th
briclk lintels punctuatz ths
a left bay contains a nulti-pa
rtic upper lights. Rebuilt during the 19
oject, a one-bay, gable-roofed pcrch shelters
2 porch incorporates chamfered posts, a stick
i all-headed newel posts, a skirt similar to that
nda, and a high £light of projecting wood staps. Ths
c ifferad by having a shed roof r=sting on
= races abova a deck with ball-hea 1 neuwel
the balustrade. & central ¢ab dox:
has bzen fitted with a single-light sasi
inal Quesn Anne-typne window, now storad in the

two-bay st) facade is distinguizhszd by a
2. The nce, a new concrete—-and-stezl
urs in the v of the half-sxpossd basemsnt; a
2y—two saszh with 2 splayved bricl lintzl occupizs
at that level. The othsr storiss are lightad by
ash like those on the south facade. Tha wood-
s clapboardad horizontally betwesn cwo rindou
ded diagonally on the triangular a: bat {
e raking =saves, and coverad with ¢ ad z
dows.
feet forward cof the west block'z st facade,
facadz of the abutting two-story, hip-rocfad
wrgely repeats 1lts appearance below ths
The right bavs containing two-ovsy-twec sash
their countzrparts on the west Llcclk. The left
ving slendesr one-over-one sash with fcotad
the exzistence of specially designzd ~OQ!
the interior.
a 0of the northuest wing repesats I ]
o treatment of the west facade. dexr oI
acads consists of a two—-story, three- rcular
Helowr the semiconical roof. Eiceptin ral
v kay, the openings contain one-over- rith
lintels and footed lugsills like thos main
zzcspticnal bay has z smaller round- ning
briclk queins and fitted with a singls lar
crowned by a lunette of polychromatic glass
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disting flower p=tals. 21
three~-light fizzed windows
the high foundation.
the northwest wing is opened only by a ¢
story. Thesz openings are tted with b
stone lugsills, and disti label 1i
to central keystone icmed zbo
o h
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* perticn 9f the housas's original north facade
c2 bays between the northwest wing and ths north
T2 This facade ig distinguished by & central tw
three-sided kay wwindow cappaed by a polvgonal roof
ver-oneg sash in its central Zace ars headsd by lieys
intels rathesr than the plain labkel lintelz 22 the
212 the sash have footed sills.

T} interi is arrangaed on an irragular plan.
I: do the a broad cencral hall lzads to 2
stair te Onn the right (north) side of th
nzl1l, ths zxztends into the corner tower
szcondary library flanks the left o)
2t the nor ofZ thz hall, the crigins
reon a after the 13¢4-85 enlargs
i11x na by ths three-sided bay window on its novrth
oxri 21l use of the corresronding on ths south s
2all iz not known. The szcond f£lcor of the main bloc!
follows the first-flcocor plan, the rooms having ! u
originally as bedrooms.
ginal »lan of the west block haz been gsom=svwhat altexr
ing ths main block on the first floor, g 1
subdivided intoe zmaller rooms, incl mods
zlong with =2 gtair to the second floor, a utility
rance vestibule occupy the rear of this Zloor. T
or is bisected by a hall from the main bloclk and
coms that probably irere cccupied by Chandler's
cstafi.
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£1 room on the first floocr wa
c Th= northwest cornesr ro
£l or Chandler to ssrve as
7E bles.
Th ns ly share certain finish materials zlt
oo} oh 2ty existsz in the design of thoss matb
Ealel 0 2 floors in several rooms retaln the
jokc} T cus gezomebrical patterns while those
roons ha elaid th narrow hardwood beoards ox
covarad et. Aside from partial wood paneling
are plastezred and mostly covered with
nnifeormly nlastarad and paintsd hite
s surround the central light fizxtures
including thes door and window surrounds
generally displays nmolded or reazded s ac
; the surrounds are enriched by corne: 1o
circular figured motifs. In some roo: a
overs the spandrsl below 2ach window. ha
oor of the main bloclk and in the northwrast
anels whilz thoss on the main block's sesco
23t block ars five-pansled. The seve
i nd lavishly decoratsd in the
24 wood, polychromatic glac
glasz uwmirvo with beveled
s are e some case=.
e histeric 1igi in the houss havs
rith modern cous The first-floor s0
cf thz main b 2r, retains at the
ths ceiling zn al and glass chande
czizactrifised. 3 tal frame, thsz chan
com seven tiers of n multi-faceted prisms
Co ivclez cf di: izl g diamestar. The adjoi
=FeX on possesses, also at the medallion=d cznt
fofe historic zlasctrical fixzturs with a garland
Gl ndad by pattzrned metal chains.
Tha hall provides an initial iwmpression of th
i acter of ths house. ITts parqust flocr is
zz24 of four ractangular pieces; a bordor
light and d=zrk diagonal =ztrips followsz th
he door and windeow surrcunds havs raeded
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cizzd corner blocks bearing circular foliated recszssicnz.
cf sliding pockst doors enter both st and
ast front rocms; zach door has six molded 213 arrancsad
horizontal tow panel above twin elongated vertical pznsls,
r-middle horizontal panel, and twin short bottom pansals.
ng bears a foliated plastsr medazllion surrounding a
t light fixture.

principal northeast parlor displays similar fianish
the most eglaboratz fireplace in th2 houss, I
cor iz laid in six-pizce zguares and hags a ps
interloclking light and darlk strips in 2 lozzeng
The woodwori includes singls raised pansls on
bzlow the singlz-foocted window sills. laczd
211y =zgzinst the room's southwest cornesr, 2 fires
¢s an intricate meldad mahogany surround d tier
tzl, a polychromatic ¢glazed-tile hsarth Firshb
&, and =z chorit curvsd brass scresn standi cn thz hearth.
spi suppert its double mantel with nlet bevelad
b the and a full-width mirror above; =2 top
uso By iz crovned by a spindled head plece.
parlor by a pailr of pocket doors, the
dining room) possesse diagonal
cornesxr and, balancing i fireplacz, a
: southyest coerner. Its fZlccer hios bzen
¥row hardwood boards. The fireplaca incorporatss =
ed metal firchox liner, a blus-gre Glazzd Iz
short curvsd brass screen, a matching ti 2bho
ng a2 grapsvine motilf, and a mahogany surround ond
igurad "pilasterz" support the molded mantz2l above
sorlk flanks a large baveled mirror bslow a canody
curved underside.

. 2 ea
calI,
lilzz hzszdsz.
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8. Statement of Significance

Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
[ nationally statewide [ ]locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [ _JA &k |B [x]c []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Oa [Is DC D p [ Je TJF e

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1886-1923 1886
1894-95

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder
Chandler, Albert B. Harding and Gooch

Wood, George P,

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

(Entire text appears on continuation sheets.)

j[] See continualidn sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

(Entire text appears on continuation sheets.)

[X]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[:]prehmlnary determination of- md:vndual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data: _ -
has been requested W L e [x ] state historic preservation office
[:]prewously listed in the National Reglster [_]other State agency
[:]previously determined eligible by the National Register D Federal agency
Ddesignated a National Historic Landmark DLocal government
[ lrecorded by Historic American Buildings [l university
Survey # . : . [ lother
[ Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record #

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property 11.9

UTM References

Al1,8] |618,713,2,0) 14,816,5]2,1,0] B |1.8] l6l81713:1610l
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
cli,8] 1618,712,3,0] 14.:816,4]9:7.0] D [1.8] lelgisloigiol laslaislaiaial

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

ESee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

[] See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Hugh H. Henry

organization Historic Preservation Consultant date February 1990
street & number ___Green Mountain Turnplke ‘ telephone 802-875-3379
city or town Chester state _ _Vermont zip code 05143~
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Mari-Castle holds significance both for being associated with the
lifz of z person, Albert Brown Chandler, significant in our past,
and Zfor embodving the distinctive characteristics of a late
ninateenth-century village estate that comprises an elaborate
house combining qualities of the Queen Anne and Chateauesque
stvles, a related Queen Anne carriage house, a vernacular barn,
and landscaped grounds with a stone-arch bridge. Albert B.
Chandlesr (1840-~1923) played a paramount role in the commercial
dzvelopment of telegraph and trans-ocean cable ssrvices in the
United States, primarily as president of the Postal Telegraph and
Cable Co. and related companies during a quarter-century period
after 1885. The high-style Queen Anne house, "Hari-Castle,"
built in 1886 for his summer residence constitutes an outstanding
representative in Vermont of the seasonal "country seat"
established in the bucolic state by wealthyv urbanites during the
latter ninsteenth century. The 1894-95 enlargement of the house
was designed by the New York architects Harding and Gooch in a
Chateauesque manner, dgiving the house special distinction in
grmont's historic architectural environment.

The railroad network connecting Vermont with the metropolitan
areas of New York and Boston was developed during the middle
vears of the ninsteenth century. 2 substantial summer tourist

trafiic to the state emerged especially after the Civil War. The
travelers were generally wealthy urbanites who were attractasd by
the pastoral landscape and heathful climate of what was then an
overwvhelmingly agricultural state. Some of the most beautiful
ar=2as in southern and central Vermont were only a few hours away
by train from New York and Boston, and, by the 1870s, visiters

were buying or building houses in Vermont for use as summer
residences. The seasonal residents tended to concentrate in
villages along the railroads, such as Manchester, Dorset, and,
during the 1880s, Randolph. The factor of native birth also
contributed a heavy influence; many "sons of Vermont" who made
their fortunes in metropolitan endeavors returned to the state,
if not their home towns, and acquired summer domiciles.

Among them was Albert B. Chandler, son of a Randolvh farm family
who came back in 1886 to build the house named "Mari-Castle" in
honor of his first wife, Harilla Stedman, also a native of the
town. Chandler's choice of the Queen Anne style for the house
reflected its overwhelming popularity in Vermont villages and
towns, including Randolph, that were rapidly expanding during

110d. A decade later, the house was enlarged in a
esqgue manner into the finest summer residence in Randolph,
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and therefore one of the most outstanding examples in Vermont.
The Chateaussgue style appears only rarely in the state, and, in
its enlarged appearance designed by New York architects, Mari-

astle represents the more sophisticated metropolitan influence
in late nineteenth-century architectural fashion.

Starting in a Randolph telegraph office, Albert Chandler achieved
the zenith of leadership in the telegraph and trans-ocean cable
industry during the latter nineteenth-century period of its
formation and large—scale development. He presided over the
creation of a national network of telegraph lines independent of
the Vestern Union Co. as well as an international system of
trans-ocean cable lines. Chandler interacted with the most
famous and powerful figures in the field. Thomas A. Edison was
his close friend; at the Mational Electrical Exposition held in
Mew York in 1896, Chandler operated the transmitter and Edison
the receiver when the first telegraph message was sa2nt 16,000
miles around the world entirely on the lines of the Postal
Telegraph—-Commercial Cabls system. The entry for Chandler in
Ullery's ilen of Vermont states that he "was well acqguainted with
[famuel F. B. llorsel, and he has had the personal friendship of
almost 2very one of the prominent promoters, inventors, owners,
managers, etc., of telegraphic interests and of electrical
interests denalally, which have revolutionized the modern world."

The period of significance for Mari-Castle begins in 1886 with
the original construction of the house and the carriage house,
and thz beginning of seasonal residency by Albert Chandler and
his family. The enlargement of the house in 1894-95 was

accompanied by improvements in the grounds, including the
construction of the stone—-arch bridge. The period of
significance concludes in 1923, when Chandler's death ended his
then-year-round residency at Mari-Castle.

Thz youngest of thirteen children of William Brown and Elscta
Owz2n Chandl=2yr, Albert Brown Chandler was born August 20, 1840 on
a farm located on so-called Chandler Hill northeast of the
present Randolph village. His father was a blacksmith by trade,
having moved to Randolph from Hanover, New Hampshire in 1816.
Albert attended the local District No. 10 school and Vest
Randolph Academy. During vacations from school, he learned in
the local telegraph office thes skill that became both the thrust
of his career and the basis of his fortune.



NPS Form 10-500-a OMB Approval No. 10240018
8-Le9)

United Statcs Diewarument of the Interior
National Park Service

Natlonal Rewgisier of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Section number _8_ . Page _3_____
Albert Chandler began his professional career in telegraphy at
the age of eighteen in 1858, when he became manager of the
Vestern Union office at Bellaire, Ohio. From 1859 until 1863, hs
szrved as agent for the Cleveland and Pittsburg Railroad at a
station near the latter city. In June 1863, Chandler joinad the
military telegraph service as a cipher operator at the VWar
Dzpartment in Washington. President Abraham Lincoln came
freguently to the room where he worked elthel to send or raceive
messages or, as Chandler later wrote, to "get rid of his
persecutors; " that rococm became known as the "president's room."
Later the same year, Chandler was given the additiocnal
responsibility of being the disbursing clerk for then-Major

Thomas Eclert, Supsrintendent of Military Telegraph.

n 1864, Chandler married Marilla Eunice Stedman, also a native
f Randolph whose family lived on a farm adjoining that of
handler's parents. Two sons, Albert Eckert and Willis Derwin,
and a daughter, Florence, were born to the couple. Florence died
during childhood, and WJillis Derwin died in 1911, twelve years
rior to the death of his father. The middle name of Albert
Eckert reflects the father's association with Thomas Eckert both
during the Civil War and later.

After the Civil War ended, Chandler moved to New York and
continusd his raold ascent in the field of telegraphy, initially
bzing in charge of the newly opened trans—-Atlantic cable traffic

and then (1869) becoming superintendent of the Sixth District in
the Eastern Region of the country. In 1875, he joined the
Atlantic and Pacific Telegraph Co. to servsa as assistant to
Thomas Eckert, who had just become the president and general
mnanager of that firm. Four years later, Chandler succesdad
Eclert as president, which position he held until the company was
mergead with the Vestern Union Co. in 1881. Hs then became
23idsnt of the Fuller Electrical Co. for three yvears.

F

2 close of 1884, Chandler began his long association with
cstal Telegraph and Cable Co. as corporate counsel. The
ollowing vear, he was appointed receiver of the bankrupt firm,
nd in 1886 he completed its successful resorganization and

ssumad the presidency. Subsequently he also became president or
a prlpc1cal officer of several subsidiary or relatad companies
engagad in telegraph and cable operatlons.
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Thz local historian, Wesley Herwig, has referred to the period
1885-1915 as the "golden age" of Randolph village (whose name was
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changad from Vest Randolph in 1891).

"During those years there was an air of general prosperity

and a strong sense of civic pride. Many substantial homes

and several noteworthy public buildings were erected.

The village was most pleasing to the eye then, too,

graceiul maples lining all of its streets, the river
kling clear beneath the covered bridge, and the
mill pond with mountain backdrop a scene of
1ite beauty.
That beauty together with what a contemporary source termed "the
comforts and benefits of thes mountain climate" attracted several
prominent IMew Yorkers, including Albert Chandler, Robert J.
Kimball, 1 B. Lounsbery, and James McCall to astablish their
"country ts" here. Several impressive houses were constructed
to s=arve their summer resi dences. The urbanites could travel
2az2ily by through train, it being merely an overnight trip from
Mew York to Randolph via the Central Vermont Railroad and
connecting lines.
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3380s, Albert Chandlzsry had undoubtedly accumulated

ial psrsonal wealth. That together with his ongoing

in his native town led him to purchase in 1886 a lot on
—-called Highlands along South Main Street for the purpose
building a summer residence. The site had been praviously
occupied by a house that was built about 1870 for Benjamin T.
Lembard., The Beers map of 18377 shows the symbol of a house
comprising a main block oriesnted perpendicular to the street and
essed rear (west) wing. The Lombard houss was destroyed by
a few years later, and was not rebuilt.
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s house on the site was constructed in 138 The sourcsa
ich-style Queen Anne design is not known.

ri-Castle," refers to Chandler's first wi
The name was applied to the house prior

ment of 1894-95 that gave it a more nearly
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Photcgravhs showing the house in its original appearance revzal
a principal feature that was replaced during the subsequent
znlargement. A two—-and-one-half-story, gabled projection
eztended diagonally from the northeast front corner of the main
block; that projection presumably was similar to ths extant
southzast or south counterparts. Fewer chimneys are visibla on
thzs rocoifi((s), and those have lower shafts surmounted by twin
cylindrical tiles rather than the present solid brick shaftis.
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Thes house appears to wear a polychromatic paint schems with
darlsr colors on the (wood) gable surfaces and trim than on the
(briclk) main stories.

R
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e originally possessed a central segmental-
ntrance on both the front (east) and rear
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szveral fewer window openings (including two small

all windows on ths gabled lzft side of the south

and not any shed dormers. A large opening flanked by
s appears under the right side of the carriags housa'sg
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e; its purpose is unknown. The apparently nineteenth-
oard-and-battened barn now extant to the northwest of
¢e house does not appear in photographs taken prior to
f the century, raising the possibility that it may havsa

to its present site. The grounds were nearly clear

a few small and mostly deciduous treess; only a shallow

exzisted where the ravins and stone-arch bridge wars
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construction of llari-Castle, an elaboratz high-
house, "liontague Place," was erected at the

of Randolph Avenus for Robert J. Kinball,
native and personal friend of Albesrt Chandlar.
tly shared with Chandler an interest in

ing been an operator early in his adult life.

War, he became a highly successful banker in I
Chandler, returned to Randolph for summer
stylistic similarity of the two houses and the
their owners suggest that the same architect and/or
2 been responsibls for both.
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One of the most signifcant events in Chandler's bu
occurrad in 18387. He concluded an agreement with W
Coc. to czass the predatory practices of rate
and other meansg of destructive competition. At
below—-cozt rates were discontinued and many other
in order to achievs a uniform basis of ra
ng to Ullery's len of Vermont, "To Albert
public is very largely indebted for ths
veness of telegraphic communication."
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Early in the 1890s, Albert Chandler took personal dirsction of a
majeor corporate project in MNew York, the construction of a new
o0ffice building for the Postal Telegraph Co. He chose the sits
at ths corner of Broadway and lMurray Street (opposite City Hall),
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nagotiated the various arrangements, and superviszsd the
construction of the Postal Telegraph Building in 18%2-93. The
Mzw Yorl architectural firm of George Edward Harding and #William
T. Gooch designed the fourteen—-story, steel and masonry building
in Classical Revival style.
Alsc during the 1890s, Chandler bscame more involved in political
and military affairs in his home state. His title of Colone1
dzrives from an appolintment and service during the period 18
as aidz-de—-canp to the contemporary governors of Vermont, Grout
and Woodbury. Even when not in Vermont, Chandler actively
pursuad that interest. He maintained a "handsomz residence" on
Clinton Avenuse in Brooklyn and was a founding member of the
Brooklyn Socisty of Vermonters; he bescame president of that group
in 1896.

Chiandlzr's “;De“lenca with the architects Harding and Gooch
al Telegraph Building project apparently caused
him to zngage them to design the enlargement of his housza in
The architects' first—-floor plan for the "additions

h.
czrations" made to Mari-Castle in 1894-95 depicts in color
iy
P

ions of the house that were involved in the enlargemsnt.
Lhe north side of the west block, a new two-story

ed by a semicircular projsction of nine-foot radius
'acade. A more visually prominent addition was made
st front corner of the main block. Harding an

the original diagonal projection with a c¢ircular
-storv cornar tower of ten-foot radius carrying a
tuated by gabled dormers.
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the house. The plan sh

t) facade of a worch =i angled

rs and a straight front line with

of that design, the existing porch

ion that extends forward from the

suggesting the form ¢f the circular
This polygonal pavilion appears in

phs of the house, indicating that it

enlargement probably as the rasult

" dzsign. Additionally, the stone

xtend outward beyvond the eaves of an
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alterations" made to the housz by Harding and
1qned to blend inconspicuously into the
e design. On the contrary, the massive co

emphasis and dominates ths main faca

th wing echoes its rounded form. The
the Chateauesque style that was then at
for palatial residences belonging to the
of industry and contemporary socisty.
n of that style in the United Statss,
foremost architect, Richard Horris
bilt was being constructed during 13%0-
arding and Gooch intended to give
tic character, and theraeby some of
gue fashion.

@ =3
SRwy
W
(})_

B

O mcr

0o o

Lo AN S VI S ]

(I A TR0
(\.‘

6]
- 0
20
iy
-t
5

")
W

<
n oo
MG @ W0

Qe (D

L8]

5
.’
o .J
=
9]
48]
M

e
0]
oot
0 -
o0

tower

Q

H +
3
e
‘_I
+
v
m

T o =0 L

M 0

|

0

‘—h &.J- H
n ot

(
¥
+

z
e
4~
C

[
H

3
3
-}
.
D
W ct K

[§7]

O
8

h=

ow
U th

(a3

Fhoh

M v K-
O
s}

o

v
cF Fh O cr 14
-

he

= O kh

W = 'u
v ctr

® (D
P
=

-
L.

Hecr ) O M 2.

crE e
o W

0} -

83 0w
o

o

o’

>

ct

M

' B Sl R S (A o

o v

»]
purt

ST o U' n

1§
I
»:

=

=0
nunaomhh

H
@O n n

|J

|

O H

=
0o o0 Q

@]

=

P

Povd

)

b

ko]

5
;‘.‘
m

h b= e

kg

oF =W

m o

[ RN 6]

ot of

ta @ He® H-U @
ct O =

cr 0 o (1) |

M cr

1.
(1
@]
()

)

=3
ENey
o JEEY)

h 0
s}

identify the uses of the rooms in thsz added north
irst floor, the principal room became thz houssz's
m, di SulﬂQUlSHEd by its semicirculayr north end.
corner of the wing, a small sguarse room labelad
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r" at the inner vault wall. In thes southwest
i a sTiqhbly larger room is labeled "pantry,"
and "drzeszser" [sic]. Ths zecond floox
-floox 1gement The wmain room with the
€ ry." The northwsest roon
oxr counterpart while the

o

-t

=T
m o

IJ
8!
H

OO0
RIS
ch o'y

OO0 H MO
o

»

=
% !
cr

cr o
ju
pENe

o
ok

8]

=
[0 I RO RN i w

oo S5 I 0 W o S B (VRN TR SO S

o
Ty

U
o
[1)]

’J.
i
st 1 O Fh 2
ct

9]

cF 3

[0]
[ORRV IO o
oo

2
4
>

A e
+

I3
D Ot~
Hh b
5t
S
3
Q

FhoD O

3

S
-
o

;
Q
o

=

S s i o S
e :
[t
]
o

2o
n ct
ct
[a SR ¢
n -

¥
)
b
|
L

1
3

SR (VI EE o
oo

|_J

(]

D.:

.

-

LJ

]

0n g
¥
12 ¢t
0n
th
I_J
=
0n
o+
Do~ a

() Fh= K

Jds

(8]

ct - @

M 0t

0

QJ

Q
i
0 o

Omo Mmoo

wHe»mHEQOQ

=i ¢]
ct
ot ot
[a ()}
o <
5o
o
= H
6]

[a e
Q
w3
6]
Fa - O Y

o
19

lw—r

i
cr

)

-0

:
o+
H om0

ﬂ)
0n

3

=

struction of the )

20

W m
]
‘—l-

th O
}.—I

largsment w
ald and New

W O
Lo
[ =D
=

0
o

H
o s
0
ol

bt
[

"
Koo e
T

Fh Q
-
oo

o
rm o o
Ke

1=
0N
=0
>
[an
1%}

(VI

o IS

r5
= (e}

=
|
@

ct
O Fh &

th o 1 g
Wty

I 0

S0 HeroW

N 0

[
i)

by
—
H

U Qv

o 3
(w}
AR
e}
= I R WA 1)

ot
o]
(o}
[sl]
ot Q)
- 0

(I
.J
U‘
P
(@)
v
1%
::j!
Q
3
(36} rrf‘{ 3
jog el [+
ﬂ‘
s}
o]
o
s
joe]
0
}.-I-
[o 1)
Q 0 O kW
<1

7ot
-
)

oo
YRR

w0

ellent archite

o]
<
[0}
o

3

(0]

»
[t

=B O WO

l.l.
L Q
O

[}

Q-

Jood mav have mod
Gooch; in any cassz,
tractor for the project.

2 various rooms will bhe of Ve
the library, which i3 to be
Chandler and his family were
staying at the house that summer, as ths articles notas
ncerth ”“lls of the present building, however, will not
bazd until after the family have left their summer homs

*
+
o
- 0o

3 O
ol
o)
-
0
O
ot}
-
i}
'—I
0
U‘
'_l-
o
@

D .
0]

B oo 5

thoct -

£i

ol H\QJO
o
=
o =
o3
Q
®
ct
D O

0 0

0
[

v Harding a
was the c¢
the woodworlk of
h the C--C\_"D\." on oL
quartered oak."”

s g ()
o0 w
(-1- ’.J.
o
O
Q
(o))

o O
FJ |J.

$
S
o ek O P

a
n
T

[DEReRRS]
oo e

nty K
U
m oo

[41]
n th
ct O

[ ]

th et O 13 @

.
1]

5k
“

B ocr

O Hh O
o=
g

!«: e fde

oo
by

()

¢

i

o ot

5 e

woQ

[y
fu ct
ct o
Hom

[
}
C]



NFS Form 108202

@)

By
(ALY

311
MNational Park Scrvice

Y, 'v‘v r'-,r'«n 'If“)
National Regis
Continuation %m’*

Section number _8

OMB Approval No. 1024.0018

Sintes Booartmont of the Intevior

Page .8

3
o5

0 wYyom
th

A‘ng-

°

ct =

2y

AN

-

o]

,'Q
0

$9]

Ko
[aTa =)

-
H R 'U

=~ cr
S o B OIS
’J.

o
It

[T
(@RI D]

()]

'

[STRysI I (Y]
M
)
W ¢t rh &-’

@
[O3

L
v

W o n n

<
Fh :3 (ORI

R B SRS )
2D

_.I

}_4

2

cr O
=~

W
O 0 un o

5oby
Q.
ct H

~

1

H
0
ct O
=
[0)]
]
C

ct ofF O

P

.<
v
v

(ORI

-

~

(¥

]
4
1

1 g
(€23 S S ()]
Q cr

n

-
K]

t

[OJS
=

W]

8oor 2o

"J -

m
}—‘
it
o]

o
1

0

N
Cu M
(I
5

3 U H
®
=
=

o0

-
ki
Py
I35
.

L'y o
[®]

]

O et H

koot
0

1]
+

.
0
1]
*

Fhkg M
ny

[alte]

fon B L B

T W

n

o
]

+

OO0 o'y H
-
(a7 o B SR

¢

(% N1 i Qarx-(l»

BOHQ or Q2
o 3

O © Ot
o v o

o R o

4]
[4H]
o]

[
bt

)

'..
4
\
1]
H-

Q0O
s}

=
M 0
)
<

|1
D

[V 1)]
=

O He D Mot
H

of I8 Pk e

O T E o RO

o'y

¢}
13

-
a7

[ oo i o WO}

}
'
Q
of ot
®

el
® cr
4

oo o Eh e

d
a
1
2
C
d
£

o
ISD

3
b

bt

O i
b

('1‘ n O

ct

(07w S

1

b O

[
m o

ct

3]
3

93]

3

3
]
© 0
ot g
g

-

r

~tual complztion of the enla
its interior
the sunmer
merging
tectural

added

znlarges th=z parlor and cham!
1lar surfacs gives a graceful

was for
into the
lining roon

®

d
room open two small
uipped with esvervthing that would bz

the Herald and HNews of

l‘(l”"l

N, e

charactexr:
home of Col.

from the hands of tl
beauty. The addition
increassd the size
to the imposing a

-

have
much

and

~an) v
Moy

the dining room now formsz a bach
front parlor by folding doors,

is found in the addition, still
vary handsome apartment finished in

hard wood floor laid in panels.

rooms, one of Lhem

is

a

with

2

(=3

-

(=%

of the
room 1is

carving lknife.
Col Chandlexr's

proof wvault le

be used

a large
rom it and
room.,
e mads
room 1s

)

hi

is
1to the house.
replace and fini
1. Chandler
ouse dacorato
and add the fi1
governoxr's ger

l-’tQ
= ® th~
[p ko]
o -
<3
h

93]

a

+

A

b

7

QO

1)}

)

-

A
4

1

fae ’J‘ 1w

o m 3
o,

a2

5
=
“4
e
i
(0]
]
3
i3

D‘(’)i“l—’

3

.

4

3 l—' U) "
e )~
s
)
-

= [

Con

]

or
<

l.J-
53

of Randolph building
Illewus repo rted that "the

0O N
B e
[aN

:::
]

l.l. !.l. l.J.
(o]

e

by

93]

‘..J.

ct
St ot DY o3

N ey L2

2]
e
3

Q

]
~
2
3

il
s W ) e

[

0

P T I OO N A T

=
=G M0 ;c

Wop
ct -

0

)

w o B O

th ¢t ¢t
e
Wwoer
ckct W W ot
4
QO
3 @ 0O
by
t5 0
p RS ¢ SN

H

[tH]

)

[0}

'J-

H

W
(@)

pas

¥

ct

T oK
)
'.l .

with the exten SlV

0n

ey
sl
ot
~4
[a3]
n H

H

1nd vrog act 1p towmn
ed during the
Thc newspaper

of the

@ t
[}

13

at
ommented
untry

-~
cl

mn
Q)

1)
OB O a0 O H

e ot
W e o~

non

F K 0 W D

*\3
=
W
cro
[
9}

i-h

rovements to the grounds
¢learly to have be=n to
andscape. On the south
and south driveway wersa

e::teusr’e
11:'_31: t_
oictur

h

(8]

The
1d
stone

an

C‘.~



NPS Form 10-600-a
(3£9)

United Siates
National Park

u\]caf: onal Regioior o
Continuation Shoot

o
Sarvi

Section numbeor

Page

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

cparancnt of the Interior
c

i Historic Places

)

crezated probably during the middle 1890s. In Seprtzanber, 1895,
Chandlzr purchased from 2. T. Leombard a 50-to-G60~acrez tract of
pazture and woodland on the hillside behind the house, and bzgan
itz development into a landscapned park that would constitutes a
mors suitablz background. "2 fine carriage drive" and paths were
built traversing the hillside, and at lzast two gazebos were
placed zlong them for viewing the village and the surrounding
countryside. One of the open-sided gazebos visible in period
photographs carried a hip rcof while the other was gzble-roofed.
Chandler opened the vnarl to the public.
Soon after the turn of thz century, Albert Chandlesr sipanded his
public k=sneficence by providing Randolph with a principal
cualtural building on Morth llain Street. The Cha dlsr Music Hall
Logether with an attached parish house for Bethany Congreagaticnal
Church was completed in 1207 at a cost of 8§25, OOO. (Se= the
MNational Regizter nominaticn for the Chandler lMusice Hall and
Besthany Parish House, enteraed in the MNational Register on July
15, 1273.) An architect from Boston, Ernest M. Borden, designzd
the building, which constitutes an early example of pre-cast
concretae—-blocl: technology. The auditorium includez privatzs boies
labzlzad "C" and "K;" thsz latter lettzr refers Chandlexr's
friznd =znd fello“ public besnsfactor, Robert J. all

- 5 principal contribution to the town, imball Public
Likrary, had Hevn complatad thrse yvears earlisr on a nsarby site
2t ost <of $17,000. (Sze the Mational Register nomination for
Th mpall Public Library, sntered in the Pational Register on
Ha i4, 1985.)
Thz z1 of Albzrt B. Chandlzsr's two sons, Albeart rt
Crhancl {1873-1936), £follou=d his father in a cars 1S a minor
grzecutive with the Postal Telegraph Co. The yvoungzr Chandler
alseo built a house in Randolph; unlike Iari—Castle, "Greystona"
iz & relatively modest two-story, four-by-two-bay, hip-roofed
heuss of Four-sguare type that was completed in 1911 on ths north
3idz of the village. Apparently influenced by the Chandler HMusic
Hzll, CGreystone is also constructed of rusticated concrete blocl.
In 1922, the yvzar of his father's death, Albert E. Chandler
acguired the farm on the hillside northeast of the wvillagse whersz
hisz mother {(nze Marilla Stedman) spent her childhood. He
convartad the farmhouse to the Stedman Inn, whose dining room
occupiad an =xtended enclesed porch with a conical-capped
circular corney pavilion.
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Thet conical-capped pavilion echoad not only the wmost promi
fecture of llari-Castla. In 1916, the junior Chandler had »
to eract an immense 200-room resort hotel at a cost of 81,0
on thz Stedman farm; its Chateauvesque design was focused on
hugs five-story, conical-capped circular entrance tower. T
prcizsct was abandoned after the United States zntzred the T
World Var. Albert E. Chandler's ownership of the Stzdman I
lasztzd only four years, and apparently was accompanizsd by
finzncizl difficultiss that persisted until his dzath.
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Ti10 vears zfter Chandler's death, his heirs proceedsd to =z
llari-Cazstle out of the family. On iay 19, 1925, the prowver
transferred to Chester E. and Abbie H. Pierce, formsrly of
Richaezter, Vermont. The Pizrces were the last owners to oc
tkz houss as a single—-family residence. After the death of
Chzazt:yr T. Pierce, the property was so0ld in 193% tec =z Roman
Cztholic order known as the Society of St. Edmund, ths fi:
sf dinztitutional owners. The house was then ad
Irioirn as St. Marv's Seminary.
Ancther Roman Catholic order, the Servants of the Hely Para
zymont, assumed possesssion of Mari-Castle in 1857 The
: ont group wWas an ofishcotbt of the Ssrvants of ths Holy
Paraclzste having headguarters in MNew Mexico. T1
crder ¥ ded
¥

[aTer = VJ

nameszalie of Hari-Castle, lMarilla Stedman Chand i
Tzmber, 1207. Three vears later, Albert Chandls Y
11114red Vivian of Mew York. In 1911, he retired from acti
participation in businsss af falrs. He continusd to spend =
in Randolrh until 1920 when hs again became a year-round re
07 his native town. Hes remained at Mari-Castle until his &
zarly in 17222, On January 31 of that vear, he sufifzr=d a s
and lapsed into a coma from which he never awakened; he
succumbad on February 3 at the age of eighty-two and one-ha
:ars. Chandler was burisd in South View Cemetery on ths
shlands near Mari-Castle.
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chapzl was designed by the architect Ralph P. Branon of
Burlingtcn, Vernont, and was constructed in 1968 ns=xt to the
south sidz of the carriage house. The latter was converted
rezidenitial usags, and was linked to the chapel by a covexad
wallkaar.
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T of the Holy Paraclete ramained at Mzri-Castle only
iz Vi ftzr building the chapel. In 1972, thz complex was
ag 1a ad to educational usage as the Steven Patrick
Chriztian llancy for Excaptional Bovs, a school serving
nandicapped childran. The school, however, was discontinusd
lzater in the 1970s. The Hari-Casztle properity was then
subdivided, and z 10.5-acre parcel including the buildings was
z21d zzparatz frem the land on the hillside (Chandlexr's former
pzrk). Anothsr short-term ownership followed; the Institute for
thze Study of Euman Variance used the complex as a center for
wzychological studies.
The presszsnt cwners, David L. Threlkeld and Co., purchzaszad the
buildings on August 30, 1985, The following vesar, a gsubstantizl
Dilitation preject wasz undertalken, the gesneral contract bzing
dad to Pzabody and Associates of Bristol, Vearmont. MNari-
la, zszprecially, had regcived numerous inappropriate
rations and additions, such as a plywood-sheathzd wing and
ricr steir attachaed to the west Facade, durlﬂg the pariod of
itutional ovmarships. Thess modern additicns wares ramoved,
the hiztoric fabric of the houss was carefully respaired and
r nished. The ovners rvaquirsed thz achievement of 2 high degra=z
0 rchitectural integrity while at the zame time enabling ths
h e tc =z=2vve as thz officz2s of an international wmestals
brokzrage firm. The carvriages house was also rehabilitatad and
tzd to contain other officss. The barn was givan
‘ominantly structural rapairs, having bsen the lzas
hrze historic buildings. Finally, in 1982, thz st
repaired in o mzintain the historic
the grounds dings.
lf-cantury period of inappropriate alteration, ilari-
now amarged ne22arly in the appearance that Albert
C zft 1it. The rehabilitation distinguishszsszs Uari-Castle
from thz contemporary houses in Randolph villagz owmed by
Ch 1 £21liomr Maw Yorkers. R. J. Kimball's ”Io ntague Place,”
£ hasg wvirtually lost its high-style charzcter aftszsr
zd to a nursing home. HMari-Castle, therefors,
curately not only the personal achiszvemants of
Chandler but =zlzo thzs architsctural esixpression of
idency in Vermont by wealthy urbanites during thse
th century

_._1.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The proverty being nominated includes Mari-Castle and the
associated carriage housz, barn, chapel, and stone—arch bridge
together with an 11.9- acre parcel of land adjoining the west side
of South Main Street in Randolph village. The boundary of the
lfari-Castle DrODerty begins at a Point A located at the northeast
proparty corner in the west edge of the South Main Street right-
oi-way. Thence the boundarv extends northwestward along the
northeast property line 968 feet to Point B located at the
northernmost property corner. Thence the boundary turns
southwestward and follows the northwest property line 152 fe=t to
Point C located at the northwest property corner. Thence the
boundary turns southward and follows the west property line 939
feet to Point D located at the southwest propasrty cornsr. Thence
the boundary turns eastward and follows the south property line
463 feet to Point E located at the southeast property corner in
the west adge of the South Iain Street right-of-way. Thence the
boundary turns northward and follows the east property line along
the curving west edge of said right-of-way 650 feet to Point A,
the point of beginning. The deed to the property is recorded in
Book 84, Page 511 of the Randolph Liand Records.

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The boundaryv of the Dronerty being nominated encompasses a parcel
of land surrounding Mari-Castle and its outbuildings that
corresponds approximately to the original lot purchased by Albert
B. Chandler in 1886. The boundary excludes the larger tract of
land, now under separate ownership, lying mostlyv on the hillside
wezst of the buildings that was acquired by Chandler in 1895 and
developed into a park. The landscaping and driveways of the park
have not been maintained during recent decades, and the hillside
has bescome overgrown with trees to the extent that the historic
integrity of the park design has been lost.
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The following information

"Mari-Castle"

Randolph, Vermont

Crzdit: Hugh H. Henry
Date: January 1990
Negative filed at Vermont
1

Photograph

South grounds - buildings

Photograph 2

Carriage house (#2), Mari-
looking west.

Photograph 3

Mari~Castle (3t1) -~ south,
northwest.

Photograph 4

Mari-Castle (#l1l) - main (e

Photograph 5

Hari-Castle (3#1l) ~ porte-c

northwest.

Pnotograph )

IMari-Castle (#1) - north £

Photogravh 7

tlari-Castle (i1) - south £

Photoq1aph 8

HMari-Castle (#1) - rear (w

Photograph 9

Carriage house (#2) - main
southwest.

Photograph 10

Carriage house (i#2) - rear
northeast.

Photograpvh 11

Barn (#3) - main (south),

repeats for all photographs:

Division for Historic Preservation

2, 3, 1; view looking northwest.

Castle (§#1) - main (east) facades: view

main (east) facades; view looking

ast) entrance; view looking west.

ochere on south facade; view looking

acade; view looking southwest.

acade; view looking northeast.

est) facade; view looking southeast.

(east), north facades; view looking

{west), south facades; view looking

east facades; view looking northwest.
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Photograph 12

Barn (i

#3) - rear (north), west facades; view looking southeast.

Photograph 13

Chapel

(##4) - main (south), east facades; view looking northwest.

Photograph 14

Stone-

arch bridge (#5) - south facade; view looking north.

Photograph 15

Stone-~-

Photog
Former

arch bridge (i#5) - south face of arch; view locking north.

raph 16
hillside park behind (west of) Mari-Castle; view looking

southwest
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David L. Threlkeld and Co., Inc.
41 South Main Street
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