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(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y : 

Plymouth 
FOR NFS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

11. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

Old County Court {touse 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

Plymouth Old County Courthouse^ Old Tovm House 
2. L O C A T I O N Cong. District 12. 

S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

PLymouth 
StP 8 1971 

S T A T E C O D E C O U N T Y : NATION. C O D E 

Mass. •45 Plymouth 
NATION. 

023 
% C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

OWNERSHIP STATUS 
ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

• Disfr ict ^ Building 

• Site • Structure 

• Object 

B Public 

• Private 

• Both 

Public Acquis i t ion: 

I I In Process 

[ I Being Considered 

B Occupied 

I I Unoccupied 

I I Preservation work 

in progress 

Yes: 

[ 3 Restricted 

I I Unrestricted 

• No 

P R E S E N T USE ('C/iec/c One Or More as A p p r o p r i a f e ) 

i I Agricultural 

1 I Commercial 

I I Educational 

f~| Entertainment 

Government 

I I Industrial 

• Mil i tary 

^ Museum 

• Park 

I I Private Residence 

I I Religious 

I I Scientific 

I I Transportation 

• Other (Specify) 

I I Comments 

f 4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Town o f Plymouth 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Town Ha l l 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

, , ELymouth 
[ S . L O C A T t O N OF L E G A L D E S C R I P T I O N 

S T A T E : 

Maasu 025 

C O U R T H O U S E , R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . E T C ; 

Plymouth County Registry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

North Russell Street 
C l T Y O R T O W N : 

Plymouth Mass, 025 
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6. R E P R E S E N T A T I O N IN E X I S T I N G SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y ; 

Inventory of the h i s t o r i c assets of the CommnnwRglth 
DATE OF SURVEY: 

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

• Federol State • County • Local 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission, Of f i n e nf t.hft Spnrpt.aT'y 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

S t a t e House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 

S T A T E : 

pa 
CO 
CO 

np5 



{f. DESCRrPTlON 

C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t 

(Check One) 

• Good • F a i r • De te r i o ro ted • Ru ins • U nexposed 

( C h e c k One) 

A l t e r e d • U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved O r i g i n a l S i te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Old County Court House stands on Town Square i n Plymouth at the 
intersection ̂  Leyden and Market Streets. The present building was con­
structed i l l 1749i replacing a Court House bu i l t i n I67O as an addition to a 
s t i l l earlief"^country house." Evidence indicates that the I67O Court House 
one room, 30 by 40 feet, with a vaulted ceiling. Local historians theorize 
that this Vaulted ceiling and the roof of the Court House were incorporated 
into the 1749 structure. 

Extenisve work has been done to restore the Old County Court House to 
i t s 1749 appearance. 4s i t now stands, the building i s a two-story frame 
structure. The east side of the building has a high brick foundation while 
the south side and part of the west side have a low foundation of granite. 

The front (north) facade of the Old Court House, which faces Town 
Square, is a common five baSl_type. The fenestration i s regular, with four 
windows i n the f i r s t story and five i n the second. The windows are twelve 
over twelve restorations, with simple l i n t e l s and s i l l s . The doorway, 
placed i n the center of the main facade, is topped by a six pane rectangular 
l i g h t , and a simple shelf entablature. 

The gable ends of the Old County Court House are identical. Each story 
has three \d.ndows, treated i n the same manner as those of the front facade. 
These gable ends, l i k e the north elevation, are clapboarded, and are 
J finished with end boards and a boxed comice. 4 simple raking comice risej. 
to the ridgepole on either gable. 4 chimney interrupts the pitched roof at 
the east end. The roof at present is paper shingled; i t is hoped that these 
shingles w i l l be replaced by cedar shakes. 
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| K SIGNIFICANCE 

U 

Q£ 

I -

I / ) 

Ol 

UJ 

PERIOD (check One or More as Appropriate) 

I I P r e - C o l u m b i a n ! CU 16fh Centu ry 

• 15th Centu ry E 17th Century 

X ] I 8 t h Centu ry 

S Centu ry 

• 20 th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S> (It Applicable and Known) 1749 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Abo r i g i n a l 

• P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

I I A g r i c u l t u r e 

I I A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Art 

1 I Commerce 

r~] C o m m u n i c a t i o n s 

1 1 C o n s e r v o t i o n 

• E d u c a t i o n Q P o l i t i c a l ^ 

• Eng inee r i ng Q R e l i g i o n / P h i . 

• I ndus t r y l osophy 

• I n v e n t i o n Q Sc ience 

• L o n d s c a p e Q Scu lp tu re 

A r c h i t e c t u r e Q Socio l / H u m o n -

• L i t e r o t u r e 

• M i l i t o r y • T h e a t e r 

I I M u s i c Q T r a n s p o r t a t i o n 

1 I Urbon Plonning 

H Other (Specify) 

government 

r A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Old County Court House, b u i l t i n Plymouth i n 1749, i s one of the 
oldest local govemment buildings extant i n the United States. The Court 
House stands on a site which has been publicly owned since 1620 and which 
has served as a colonial capitol, county court house, probate court, 
registry of deeds and town house. 

The f i r s t "country house" on this site may iiave been bui l t as early as 
1637 and was at one time occupied by Captain Thomas Willet, the f i r s t 
mayor of New York City under British rule. In I67O, the General Court of 
Plymouth Colony ordered an addition to the "country house" for the use of 
the magistrates of the Court. One of the last actions of the General 
Court (1686) Was to provide for the use of the lower rooms of the "country 
house" by the court of the newly formed Plymouth County. The Town of Plymoujth 
arranged for the use of the Court House between court sessions and, i n 
1698, local farmers opened a market at the eastern end of the building. 

Though the Willet house was dismantled i n I698, the Court House additior 
remained i n use u n t i l 1749 when the present building''oh the site was con­
structed. This building was designed by Peter Oliver of Middleboro, who was 
then a judge of the Court of Common Pleas. Local historians theorize that 
Vaulted ceiling and roof of the I67O structure were incorporated into the 
new Court House. 4gain the county and town shared the building, with the 
courtroom on the second floor, twwn offices on the f i r s t floor and the 
market i n the basement and at the eastem end of the building. The Town of 
Plymouth did not become sole owner of the property u n t i l 1821, after another 
building was constructed to house the Plymouth County Court. 

Rooms i n the Old County Court House have been used for a grammar school 
for boys, a dame school for g i r l s , the public library and church services by 
Catholic, Baptist, Epsicopalian, Unitarian, Congregational and other denom­
inations. Nearly every town department has had i t s office i n this building 
at some time. The public market continued i n the basement u n t i l 185.', when 
the Plymouth police and f i r e departments took over this space. 

With the aid of a HUD grant, Plymouth has recently restored the Old 
County Court House to i t s 1749 appearance. The second floor courtroom w i l l 
be open to visitors and a museum of town history is being created on the 
f i r s t floor. 
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'Form 10-301 
(Dec. 1968) 

| i NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

COMMON: Qicj County Court House 

S T A T E 

Mass. 
C O U N T Y 

PLvmouth 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R D A T E 

FFR 2: 1070 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

|2.. LOCATioiT 
Plymouth Old County Court HOUSRJ Old Tnwn Hmiss 

U 

3 

OS 

t -
1/1 

z 

UI 

S T R E E T A N O N U M B E R : 

Corner of Leyden gnd Market Streets 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

. Plymnnt.h 

Mass. .Z5-

C O U N T Y : 

Plymnnt.h., _21. 
3. M P REFERENCE 

S O U R C E : « 

U.S.G.S. Plymouth, Mass. '] 
SCALE: 1 : 2 4 , 0 0 0 J 
DATE: 1 9 6 2 • / 

4v REQUIREMENTS 
«/» ' T O B E I N C L U D E D O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requ i red. 

2. North orrow. 

• 
3. La t i tude and longi tude re ference. 



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE r.̂ .,.-,, r-̂ -r*:,<:; 

Date Entered rEB 2 3 1972 

Name Location 

rJorrcl l Tavom 

f?orfchbo.r̂ 5ur?'h Tcvn- Mal l 

F i r s t D a - t i s t Church 

Old Cour.ty Court House 

T r i n i t y Ei-ctory 

St . Luk3*5 Zriscoi-al Ch-Jirch 

CrowitinGhifjld iiouss 

F i r s t Ui^ivf.rsalief Ciurch 

Also N o t i f i e d 

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy 
Hon. hUrfard n . iSrcxjJ.a 
Koa. S i l v i o 0. Conte 
Hon. Jiarold D. Dr̂ nohua 
Ken. TUo;.ri.a3 P. 0 ' i ; e i H , J r , 
Kon. Jiastinga Kei th 

Direc tor , Nortlieast Region 
HR NRowland:ram 2/16/72 

Earkshir:^ County 

h'orthh-orcuqh 
V^orcc-nter Ccur.ty 

Eos ton 

P l y . i i o a t h CcMii ty 

£cs ton 
feufCoik County 

I,&nJ?,::Xirouqh 
Boriiyiiira County 

l iOStOTi 

S u f f o l k County 

r rovinci town 
Isametable County 

Eucklcirvl 
Fr<xrJ:lin County 

State LiaisfT) O f f i c e r 
Hon. Jnhr. P, I I . navcrcn 
SccrC'trvy o f the Coturioriv/ealth 
C•^:^i.^rn^, ?rTK:i5.chu3rtt'; r i u i i o r i c a l 

0.'!!l;i3'5 o f tl.o Secretary 
GtJtc Kouar 
Boston, 'livsccchusetta 02133 





26 North S t . , 
Plymouth,Mac E.0 2 3 60 
Sept. 30 1972 

Kr . Wi l l i am J . Frurtagh 
Keeper of the Nationo,! Archives 
U, S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
NatJ.onal Pa.rk Service 
V/anhington D. C, 20240 

Dear S i r , 

Ploano find hcrcv/lth a copy of Part I I I of the 17̂ 19 Court Koune 
in P.Iymouth,Mann.Thin coraplotcn the ntory to date,though wo r . t i l l find 
addil.'ional Itomn of intororvl;, but of no groat import. 

Did you receive a copy of Po.rt II,plus the two additional pages, 
which I mailed Aug.? I ha.ve not hoard as yet.' 

Yours respect^ully^.^ 

Chmn. 1749 Court House Comrn* 





Mary Means,Historian 
Review Unit,National Register 
Dept. of I n t . National Park Service 
Washington D. C. 20240 

26 North Street 
Pl.^^nouth,Mass. 02360 
Feb. 22 1973 

Dear Ms Means 

I am glad to hear that you have recovered from an unhappj'- il]_ness 
and hope you w i l l not be so situated again. 

I v/as hov/ever a b i t downcast to receive your l e t t e r of Pebrua.ry 
8th t e l l i n g me that you had sent a l l three parts of my history of 
the 1749 Court House i n Pl^rmouth Mass., to Hon. John P. Z. Davoren, 
fo r several reasons. 

First;He already has a l l three parts.I thinlc no one v / i l l ever 
again do the research thg.t I did over a span of some four years,which 
not only included looking up every known or i g i n a l source,but also 
daily attendajice and study at and of the building as the work went on. 
Of course some of what was discovered can never be discovered again, 
since i t i s no longer there,v/hich i s why I took photographs of every­
thing as we went along.For that reason I made up several copies of 
the history and deposited them i n , I thought,appropriate places. 

Second,it comes to mind that i n one of the folders,The National 
Historic Landmarks (red) folder that the National Register had been 
expanded to include plases State, regional and Historic Sites, and 
i n the National Register of Historic Places (green),that records 
photographs,measured dramngs and written data were iieposited i n the 
Library of Congress.I f e e l a b i t deflated. 

Third there i s an error l:n part II,page 8.The lady v/ho did a l l the 
typing reached the middle of page eight and then tumed two pages 
of my manuscript— and procee^ded from there.As a result the words 
star t i n g the paragraph half way down page 8,"The l a s t vote proves " .~ 
makes no sense f o r the Ipst vote v/as on the page she tumed wdthout 
typing i t . I have prepared a new page 8 and a page 8A, to take the 
place of the o r i g i n a l page 8 and was just about to mall i t to 3'-ou 
and ask. you_to make the change over.Now I don't know v/here to send it#: „ 

Please excuse m.y t;^rping.I had a small operation on my nos« t h i s - • 
morning,am wearing a lafge bandage on i t which keeps my glasses -̂ i-? 
about an inche aAva,y from my eyes which makes i t diffmcult to see 
the key board,and I have to see i t as I never learned to type properly. 

Respectfully yours 




