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1. Name nf Property
historic name. M.H. Merriam & Company
Other names/site number.

2.1 oration

Street & number 7-9 Oakland Street not for publication
city or town Lexington vicinity
state Massachusetts .code MA county Middlesex , code 017 , Zip code @42Q

3 Stafe/FBrieral Agenr.y Certiflration

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide H'locally. (* See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. NaWonal Park Servir.e Certifinafion
hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



M.H. Merriam & Co
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X. private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State _ site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

fi- Fiinrtlon or Use

IHistoric Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

INDUSTRY/manijfacturing facility

7- Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)

No style (main block)
Italianate (barn addition)

Narrative Description

Middlesex, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
3 .building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Domestic/multiple dwelling

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls weatherboard
roof. asphalt
other.

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

TheM.H. Merriam & Company site condgsts of four freestanding structures: a factory building with an attached
garage, agndl resdence, abrick gorage shed, and atrash enclosure. The property is located on the south side of
Oakland Street in downtown Lexington, Massachusetts on a lot measuring roughly 33,000 squarefeet. Tothe
south the lot borders the former Boston & Albany railroad tracks, now the Minuteman bicycle path, and a
municipal parking lot usad by pairons of businesses along Massachusatts Avenue, the principal commercia sreet
in downtown Lexington. The ste factory is located a the southern edge of a small residentia neighborhood
known as Meriam Hill (MHC AreaFormH). Meriam Hill, which isbound by Glen Road, Oakland Street, and
Meriam Street’, includes agpproximately 70 buildings, of which the factory was historically the only non-
resdentid property. Most of the remaining buildings are subgtantid late 19* and early 20* century resdences.
The Merriam factory is dso located within the Battle Green Higtoric District (1956), aloca historic district of 150
commercia and residential properties (and which does not include the residential neighborhood of Meriam Hill).

The Merriam lot isroughly rectangular, and most of the land istaken up by the factory building. The resdence
dts a the northwest comer of the site, st back dightly from Oakland Street. The sorage shed is located neer the
center of the south lot line, while the more recent trash enclosure gandsjust west of the factory building. A paved
asphdt driveway provides access to asmall parking areaa the west end of the property and continues past the
main entry of the factory to the center of the building, where it exits out to Oakland Street. There are severd
concrete wakways over the rear of the lot, while the degper front yard has a small grassy arealandscaped with
dhede trees.

In 2007/2008 acertified rehabilitation was undertaken to convert the factory to aresdencefor victimsof brain
injuries. All work undertaken as part of the rehabilitation was gpproved by the Massachusetts Historical
Commission and National Park Service.

Factory Building and Bam

The principal gructure on the project ste isthe former M.H. Merriam & Company factory, which was built in
four sections. The original factory stmcture was congmcted in 1882 to hold the principal manufacturing goaces
and isalong narrow wing that comprises about three-quartersof the building. Around 1896, atwo-story bam
(dating fromthe mid 19* century) was moved to the Ste and atached to the west end of the factory for use asan
office and shipping area. Around 1915, aone-gory masonry garagewas congmcted off the west end of the bam
addition, (photo #2) There isalso asmdl el centered on the rear (south) eevation of the original factory section.

The original factory isone story inheight and of wood-frame construction with painted clgpboard siding. Itis

gtrictly utilitarian inits design, having no notable architectura detailing. This section isendosaed by agable roof

covered with agphdt shingles. Therooflineis defined by a smple box comice. Window openings of this section

contain 6/6 wood replacement sesh, most of which are from the 1980s, and a smdl number from 2007. Windows

ae framed by smple molded wood casings, (photo #3) The Oakland Street (north) eevation is one sory in height
(continued)

~The spelling "Merriann" and "Meriam" are used interchangeably for the street on historic maps and plans. The
current spelling used by the town is "Meriam", also the spelling used for Meriam Hill, the residential neighborhood
east of Meriam Street. The name was likely first used In honor of John Merriam, an ancestor of Matthew, who was
among the earliest settlers in the area.
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while the rear (south) elevation has an expossd basement, leaving two exposad levels. Aspart of the recent
renovation, anew handicgp entry was congmcted neer the center of the north elevation. The entry istopped by a
gx-pane transom, and is sheltered by a Smple porch with ashed roof, (photo #1)

The eedt dlevation is goarse, having asingle centra door st beneeth a pesked window that gppears to have been
added (date unknown). The doorway hes aflat wood casng and a glazed two-pand wood door (2007). The
window has a shdlow hood molding.

Therear devation features two entrances. One, toward the eest end of the basament was modified as part of the
recent rehabilitation, and currently condsts of aglazed two-pand wood replacement door (fabricated to match the
historic door formerly in thislocation) st benegth a three-pane transom, (photo #4) The second entry, a the west
end of the devation, isarecent doorway (2007) that holds a glazed, two-panel, wood door framed by a multi-pane
transom and sidelights. At the center of the rear devation isasmal el that gppears to have been built in & least
two dages  Historic mapsindicatethat there was originally a single-story brick boiler room with atall brick
dack in thislocation. The boiler room remains today (as the lower level of the two-story block), as does the
amokestack. Between 1897 and 1903 a second floor wias added to the boiler room, (photo #5) There isan entry
into the boiler room on its west face; this entry contains historic wood double doors. A second entry to the former
boiler room was added in 2007 to the eest devation, benegth an original window opening. Thisentry holds a
glazed two-pand wood door. In 2007, an eight-bay-wide addition was condructed off the rear elevation, just west
of the former boiler room. The addition hes dgpboard siding, 6/6 wood sagh, and an agphdt shingleroof. A
portion of the addition was built above an old brick cod room that was added ca. 1900.

As noted above, abam was moved to the site around 1896 for use as an office and shipping area. The bam was
originally congtructed around 1860 &s part of the edtate of Generd Samud Chandler (8 Goodwin Street - NRIND,
1977). The estate was purchased by Matthew Merriam when he moved to Lexington, and it was his home from
cal869 until 1894. Merriam subsequently subdivided the Goodwin Street esatefor residential development and
moved the bam to hisfactory site on Oakland Stret. It islikely that the north elevation of the bam was reworked
a thetime it was moved to creste amore formal faBade, which today hes a central entrance containing a glazed
and panded wood door shdtered by a small entry porch with a pedimented gable. Above the entry isan arched
window topped by awood keystone. The north and Sde devations of the barn have severd windowsthat were
probably added when the structure was moved. Thesewindows have shalow projecting hoods. The Sde
devations dso have adecorative comicewith brackets The south eevation of the bam gppears to retain more of
its original features, having alarge central doorway with adiding wood door and a bae door above. In 2007 the
bam and bae doors were restored. New diding glazed doors were added on the exterior of the bam doors. There
are two windows flanking the central doorway and asmal fanlight a the attic level, (photo #6) Aspart of the
recent rehabilitation adeck and handicap accessramp (with Smplewood railings) were constructed adjacent to
the former bam.

Between 1908 and 1918, aone-story concrete garage was added to the west end of the building. This two-bay
garage hes aflat roof and agucco finish. The foundation isfaced with fieldstone. Architectura detailing of the
exterior wallsislimited and includes aflared projecting lintel above the doors and asmal number of inlaid tiles

(continued)
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A row of tiles definesthe roofline a the faBade (north elevation). The historic paneled wood doors are in place a
the faBade. Therear devation has two windows, while the west eevation hes atripartite window.

Prior to the recent renovation, much of the original open manufacturing soace had been subdivided into smdler
workroomswith modem finishes. The interior was reconfigured in 2007 to creete 15 residentia units. The lower
level isused to house mechanica equipment and sorage aress. All residentia goacesare a thefirst floor, where
original wood trusses are still visible within the units (other historic finishes had been removed when renovations
were undertaken around 1980). The bam saction holds alarge common room and severd offices. Wood framing
remains visible in the common gpace. A kitchen was congmcted within the garage area

Resdence

There isasmal cottage neaxr the northeest comer of the lot that was gpparently constmcted & the same time as the
factory or shortly thereafter. The houseisbuilt into ahill o that it has two exposed dories a itswest and south
devations and one gtory a itsnorth and eest devations. Thiswood-framed sructure is sided with dgpboards and
endosad by agable roof with agphdt shingles. There are two entrancesto the house, one leading to the upper
level from the north elevation and another a the lower level of the west elevation. Both doorways are framed by
molded wood casings and topped by a smple projecting hood. The north entry contains the historic glazed and
panded wood door and istopped by agabled hood on brackets. A modem wood stoop leeds to thisentry. The
west entry hes ahigtoric four-pane wood door and is shdtered by a smal porch with smple squarepodts. It
aopears that there was originaly a doorway a the south dlevation as well, but it was blocked up a some point.
Window openings of the building contain 6/1 wood sash; many dso have four-pane wood storm windows in
place. A goneretainingwall abutsthe rear devation of the house, (photo #7)

Theinterior of the cottage remains intact, though finishes are in very poor condition. The kitchen and bathroom
goaces have been modified, but the remaining rooms have ssen very little change. No work was undertaken on the
house as part of the 2007/2008 rehabilitation.

Storage Shed

At the reer of the dte isasmall brick sorage shed that gppears to be an origina featureto the site. As early as
18387 it was usad for gorage of rubber cament. The shed istopped by a shalow, gabled, wood roof that gppears to
be fairly recent. The sameistrue of the st of flush double doors that provide aocess to the shed on itswest side.
Trash Enclosure

A smadll freestanding wooden enclosure was congructed (2007) to obscure trash barrels at the west end of the
building.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American dtesare known onthe M. H. Merriam & Company factory property, it is
possible that dtesare present. Two ancient Stesare known in the generd area(within one mile), both within

1,000 feet of interior fresh water wetlands. The nominated property lieswithin the Shawsheen River watershed in
the Merrimack River drainage. Environmental characteridtics of the areado not represent locationa criteria (dope,
soil drainege, proximity to wetlands) thet are favorable for the presence of Native Stes. The factory islocated on a
level to moderately doping land surface; however, the neerest wetlands are located more than 1,000 feet awvay.

Soil types in the areaare generdly excessvely drained; however, urban land soil types characterized by excavated
and filled land are dso present. Given the above information, the Sze of the property (approximately 33,000
guarefeet), and the adverse effects to the integrity of potentia resourcesby congtruction of the factory, residence,
brick sorage shed, and trash enclosure, alow potentia exigts for locating significant ancient Native American
resources

A low potentia aso exigts for locating historic archaeological resources on the Merriam & Company property. No
historic land use hes been identified on the nominated property prior to itsdivision into houselots as part of the
Merriam Hill development. Agricultural land use isexpected but hes not been demondrated. No potentia
archaeologica resources have been identified assodated with the M. H. Merriam & Company; however, structural
evidence of outbuildings and evidence of occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Middlesex, MA_
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Community Planning & Development

Period of Significance
1882-1958

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

_N/A
Cultural Affiliation

NzA

Architect/Builder
N/A

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): HPCA #18142

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

JE State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
_ Other
Name of repository:
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

TheM.H. Merriam & Company factory possessesintegrity of location, design, materias, workmanship, fedling,
and association. The factory is significant under National Register Criterion A as the principal manufacturing
establishment in Lexington in the late 19™ century and for its associations with the development of downtown
Lexington as the focusof commercid life in the town. Factory owner Matthew H. Merriam (1824-1898) wasa
prominent resdent of Lexington, being active in many town activities, both municipal and socid. The property is
a0 dligible under Criterion C as arare example of a utilitarian wood-frame factory building in Lexington.

Matthew Henry Merriam, the son of Matthew and Isette Kinney Merriam, was bom in 1824. Little isknown of his
early life or hisfamily except that hisfather was originally from Berwick, Maine and his parentswere married in
Gilsum, New Hampshire. Genedlogicad research indicates that Matthew H. Merriam was bom in Gilsum, as were
his brother and sgter. By 1852 Matthew had settled in Boston, where he was employed as acivil engineer a 115
Court Street, according to the Boston city directory. 1n 1853 he married JaneWilde of Fairlee, Vermont, with
whom he had five children. Only two of their children, Nathaniel and Edward (the ddest and youngest
respectively), survived past the age of 23. Merriam was trained as amachinist and later reported that he hed:

"made steam engines, and worked upon them as ajourneyman; and| have designed and superintended the
construction ofsteam engines. | have done it on several occasions- at Newburyport, at Boston, and at Portsmouth,
New Hampshire, where | have run engines. | have been engaged in that businessfor the past twentyyears. " (1864
Senate Committee Reports, p. 160)

Merriam was d<0 involved in creating ways to improve upon machinery, particularly machinery associated with
the legther indudtry. In 1854 he and a partner patented an "improved tool rest for turning lathes,” while the
following year, he received a patent for an improved "lesther splitting machine." Most importantly to his future
uccess Merriamjointly owned the rightsto a*patent shoe binding” together with EugeneL. Norton (received ca
1856). Thetwo men had developed a method of efficiently producing leether trimming for shoesand had begun
production in Charlestown, Massachusetts, in 1857 under the nameMerriam & Norton. According to Merriam, he
and Norton had a" proprietary interest” in the manufacturing of the lesther shoe binding, hiring athird party to
overseethe actud production (Senate Committee Reports, p. 161). In 1861 Merriam began working a the
Charlestown Navy Yard as amester mechanic. At the time, he was living in Charlestown, where he served as an
dderman in the early 1860s. Norton was dso employed a the Navy Y ard, as aNavy Agent (purchasing agent).

Eugene Lindsey Norton (1825-1880) wes anétive of Maine. By 1850, he was living in Charlestown and wes listed
in the city directory as amorocco lesther dresser. The federd census of 1860 lists Norton as amorocco
manufacturer, but by 1861 he was working a the Navy Yard. Norton was active in palitics, serving asan
dderman in Charlestown and later becoming mayor (1869). He was a date Senator (1859-61, 1879, and 1880) ad
amember of the gate House of Representatives (1878).

(continued)
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It isnot dear & what point Merriam and Norton began taking amore active role in the operation of the binding
factory, but clearly it had becometheir principal occupation by about 1870 when the federd censuslists Merriam
a5 a"'manufacturer” and Norton in the "shoefindings' busness By 1875 the company had moved to 31 High
Street inBogton, in the city's Leather District. Merriam and Norton collaborated on a leest one other invention
and received a patent in 1866 for an "improved cutting maching' to facilitate the "manufacture of legther bindings,
employed mostly for binding the edges of shoes" (Badwin, p. 459)

Following Norton's desth in 1880, Matthew Merriam continued to manufacture in Boston and expanded his
budness by constmcting anew factory in Lexington, Massachusettsin 1882, Merriam hed previoudy moved his
resdence to Lexington (about 1869). Hisfirst home in Lexington wes the former estate of Generd Samud
Chandler on Hancock Street (today 8 Goodwin Street - NRIND, 1977), where he lived with his father, hiswife,
and his three sons (Nathanidl, Frank, and Edward). Clearly Merriam had progpered in his busnessfor he was able
to afford af i nehouse and a staff of three servants Hewas a0 active in town and business affairs of Lexington,
where he played apivota role infounding the Lexington Savings Bank (incorporated in 1871) and sarved asits
first vice-presdent. He dso helped establish the Cary Library and Hancock Congregationa Church, and was
dected the first moderator of the latter. Merriam sarved on numerous town boards, and was for many years
Presdent of the Lexington Field and Garden Club and member of the Lexington Historical Society.

In the 1880sLexington was a small farming community of roughly 2,500 resdents. Land that makes up Lexington
was originally part of the neighboring town of Cambridge and was first settled around 1640. Prior to its
incorporation as an indegpendent community in 1713, Lexington was known as "Cambridge Farms' and its 350
resdents supplied much of Boston's produce. Farming dominated the local economy for over two centuries, with
resdents chiefly occupied in producing hay, milk, fruit, and vegetables. The town played asignificant role in
United Sateshistory on April 19, 1775, when the first skirmish of the American Revolution took placein
Lexington. Thetown's population grew very dowly in the 18* century; therewerejust over 750 inhabitants by
1780. It was not until the railroad linewas extended from Boston in 1846 that the community began to grow a a
significant rate. The population reached 1,895 by 1850. In the mid 19" century Lexington became a popular
aummer resort and permanent residence for those commuting to work in Boston. By 1900, the population hed
grown to about 3500 resdents. Following World War |1 the town's population and residential development
increesed significantly as roadways and rail aocess were expanded. Since the 1950s L exington residentia
devdopment has continued, as older farmswere sold of f and subdivided into house lots. Agriculture continued to
contribute to the local economy well into the 20* century, dthough to an increasingly less significant degree As
late a5 1942 there were still eight milk dedlersin Lexington. Today, Lexington is largely acommuter suburb.

Manufacturing hes never been amajor forcein the town's economy, primarily due to alack of waterpower. The
17% and 18* centuries severd saw and gristmills operated throughout the town, but no significant manufacturing
was conducted. By the early 19* century, two saw mills, agristmill, and a goice mill shared the limited water
power. The dressng of fiirswas undertaken with some sucoessin the eediern part of town and asmadl tannery also
operated in the eedt village. Four factories produced fur hats and related products, but none survived into the late

(continued)
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19 century. Smdl-scae clock making, first underteken in 1751, wasrevived in 1829 but did not last long. Late
19 century manufacturers contemporary with the Merriam factory included the Lexington Gear Works (iron and
brass gearings), Lexington Grain Mill (grains and feed), and R.l. Sherman Manufacturing Company (starch). In
1870 the Lexington Paint Company was established after ayellow ochre depost was discovered in town, but like
mogt of the other manufacturers in Lexington, its Successwas short lived. By 1942 only one manufacturer,
Jefferson Union Company (joints andflanges),was operating in Lexington a the former Lexington Gear Works
mill. Thismill, converted to resdential condominiumsin 2006, isthe only other late 19 century factory building
remaining in Lexington. The Lexington Lumber Company (1912) mill survived through most of the 20 century,
but was demolished in the 1980sto make way for anew stmcture.

After 1882, Matthew Merriam continued to operate in Boston and Lexington under hisown name, expanding the
line of productsin the late 1% century. By 1890, Merriam manufactured avariety of articles, primarily for useby
shoe and clothing manufacturers. The products manufactured by the company "embrace agreet variety of goods
adgpted for use in the manufacture of boots and shoesand articles of clothing, and are auxiliary to many other
indudtries. They are mede from fancy lesther, morocco and textile fabricsof variouskinds." (Hurd, p. 631) The
Boston City Directory of 18935 liststhe following products as being mede by Merriam: "Californiawelting, leather
s day, shoepiping, lesther binding, drill stay, button stays, sock linings, vamp linings, cork sole welting and
binding, continuous waist band material, bias cut binding and folded tapefor clothing, suspenders and underweer,
butter cloth cirdesand squares™ The Lexington factory employed between 30-35 workersat atime, mog of
whom were women. |n Duane Hamilton Hurd's History of Middlesex County, it isnoted that in 1890the M.H.
Merriam & Company wasthe "largest and best equipped of its kind in the country.” The company was do the
largest manufacturing facility in Lexington.

Land onwhich Merriam's factory was built had formerly been intended as house lots, part of a development that
became known as Meriam Hill. The plan of house lotsowned by JB. Window and J. M. Usher dated 1873 shows
asubdivision of 33 lotsfacing on Meriam, Stetson, and Oakland Stregts (Oakland was then known as Muzzey
Street). Between 1875 and 1882 Matthew Merriam purchased a leegt eight lots on both Sdes of Oakland Street.
He built hisfactory on the south Sde of Oakland Street. Thelot & the corner of Oakland and Meriam Streets was
sold to the Episcopa Church in 1884. The parcds on the north Sde of Oakland Street, oppodte the factory,
remained vacant until, & age 60, Merriam hired architect Walter J. Paine of Boston to design ahousefor him in
18 (2 Oakland Street). In 1896 Merriam subdivided hisformer estate on Hancock Street and sold off smal house
lotsin adeveopment he called "Colonia Park." In order to make roomfor the new house lots and to provide
additiona goecea hisfactory, he moved the bam that sood on the property to the Merriam factory Site on
Oakland Street.

By 1890 Matthew Merriam'stwo sons, Edward and Nathanid, had joined him in busness, changing the nameto
M.H. Merriam & Company. The family lived in dose proximity to the factory, in substantial housssbuilt for them
on Meriam Hill. Nathaniel's home was a 12 Oakland Street (built ca. 1888), while Edward lived around the comer
a 6 Setson Street (bulk ca 1895). The three houses assodiated with the Merriam family (2 Oakland Stret, 12

(continued)
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Oakland Street, and 6 Stetson Street) all remain ganding and are located within the Meriam Hill neighborhood, an
intact collection of resdencesfromthe late 19* and early 20* centuries that may be digible for Nationa Register
listing. By 1894, Nathanid Merriam had |eft the company to pursue a career as aphysician but Edward continued
operating the budnessafter his father's degth in 1898.

In about 1900 the Merriams Boston operation moved to 72 Lincoln Street (NRDIS, 1983), remaining in the city's
Leather Didtrict. The company retained a presence in Boston well into the 20* century but by 1930 it hed become
their sdesoffice. 1t does not gopeer that the line of products manufactured by the Merriams changed much inthe

early twentieth century. The Boston city directory of 1924 indicates that they were producing "shoe manufacturers
goods' as well as biastgpesand bindings.

Edward and his wife Grace Goodwin, daughter of prominent local dmggist Charles C. Goodwin, hed two sons,
Gordon and Robert. Gordon Merriam was not active in the family busness but Robert was working with hisfather
a M.H. Merriam & Company beginning about 1923. Little is known of Gordon except that he was livingin
Lexington &s late as 1922, a which time he was employed as an "ingtructor.” Heisnot listed inthe town
directories after that time. Edward Merriam left the factory property to his sons when he died in 1932. It does not
gppear that Robert continued manufacturing after his father's desth. The 1932 Lexington town directory lists
Robert as a"sdlesman,” and the factory building on Oakland Sireet was vacant. By 1942 Robert was workingin
red etateand insurance, with an officein downtown Lexington. By then the old factory building was occupied by
Adams Press, apublishing and printing business. Under the direction of Alan G. Adams, the company published
the Lexington Minuteman newspaper. Adams had previoudy owned and operated the Lexington Townaman, a
competing newspaper. Gordon and Robert Merriam sold the factory property in 1947 to Adams Press. In 1958 the
parcd was transferred to The Lexington Press, Inc. who occupied the building until its recent purchase by
Supportive Living Inc. (SLI). SLI ishas completed a Certified Rehabilitation project to convert the former factory
to housing for victims of braininjury.

Archaeological Significance
Both ancient Native American and historic archaeologica resources havelittle potential significanceto the
nomination. However, detailed andyss of the contentsof industrid trash aress if they exist, may contribute

important information related to the types of products produced, raw materids used, and technologies inuse a the
factory.

(end)
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Atlas of Lexington. Massachusetts (G.H. Waker & Company, 1889)

Baldwin, William Edward. Patent. Copyright, Trade Mark Cases Adjudged in the Supreme Court of the United
Saes(U. S Supreme Court - 1929)

Beers. Frederick W. Atlas of Middlesex County. Massachusetts (1875)
Bogton City Directory (various yearsfrom 1852 through 1942)
The Church of Jesus Chrigt of Latter Day Saints - Family Search Ancestral Files

Hudson, Charles. History of the Town of Lexington. Middlesex County. Massachusetts From Its First Settlement
to 18638 (Bostor/New Y ork: Houghton Mifflin Company, 1913)

Hurd, D. Hamilton. History of Middlesex County. Massachusetts with Biographical Sketchesof Many of its
Pionearsand Prominent Men - Vol 1 (Philadephias JW. Lewis& Co., 1890)

Lexington. A Handbook of its Points of Interest. Historical and Ficturesque (Lexington Historical Society, 1891)
Lexington Minuteman (January 28,1898-p.1)

Lexington Town Directory (various yearsfrom 1894 through 1938)

Lexington Town Vauations (various yearsfrom 1872 through 1884) . ;

Massachusetts Historical Commission - Inventory of Historic Resources (Lexington forms H, 38, 39, 101, 367,
369,1167)

Middlesex County Probate Records (various documents) , n
Middlesex County Registry of Desds (various documents) '

The Reports of Committees of the Senate of the United States, for the First Session of the Thirty-Eighth Congress
(Washington, DC: Government Printing Office, 1864)

Sanbom Insurance Atlases (1887, 1892, 1897, 1903, 1908, 1918, 1927, 1935, 1950, 1961)

United States Census - (1850 through 1930)

(end)



M.H. Merriam & Co.. Middlesex.MA,
Name of Property County, State

10- Geographical Data
Acreage of Property le.ssthan one

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 316760 4701800
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

_ See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11 Form Prepared By

name/title Christine Beard, Tremont Preservation Services, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission ,date December 2008
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone. 617-727-R470
city or town Boston state  MA .zip code 02125

Additional Dnriimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FRO for any additional items)

Prnpgrty Ovvner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name. Supportive Living, Inc.
street & number ~ Warren House, 17 Warren Avenue . telephone 617-864-5688
city or town, Woburn , state_ MA. .zip code 01801

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



NPS Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
8-86

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of {Historic Places

Continuation Sheet M.H. Merriam & Co.
Lexington (Middlesex), MA
Section number 10 Page 1

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property occupiesLot 92 shown on Lexington Assessors Map 48 (e attached).

Verbal Boundary Jugtification
The boundary includes the entire town lot that hes historicaly been associated with the property.

(end)
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The following information pertainsto all photographs

Subject: M. H. Merriam & Company

Location: Lexington, MA

Photographer: Christine Beard/Tremont Preservetion Services
Date of Photo: July, 2008

Photo Image Name I

#

1 MA Lexington (Middlesex County)_Merriaml.tif
2 MA_Lexington (Middlesex County)_Merriam2.tif
3 MA Lexington (Middlesex County) Merriam3.tif
4 MA Lexington (Middlesex County) Merriam4.tif
5 MA_Lexington (Middlesex County)_Merriam5.tif
6 MA_Lexington (Middlesex County) Merriam6.tif
7 MA_Lexington (Middlesex County)_Merriam7.tif

OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

M.H. Merriam & Co.
Lexington (Middlesex), MA

Description

View southwest showing facade (north elevation)

View south showing detail of facade (north
devation) of former garage

View southeest showing detail of facade (north
elevation) of origina factory wing

View northeest showing reaer (south) €evation of
original factory wing

View north showing rear (south) eevation of
former boiler room

View northwest showing reer (south) elevation of
former bam

View northeest showing 9 Ogkland . (former
Superintendent's House)
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The Commonwedlth of Massachusts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Depember 29, 2008 RECEIVED 2280
Mr. J. Paul Loether
National Register of Historic Places JAN 08 0B

Department of the Interior
Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

Dear Mr. Loether:
Encdlosed pleasefind the following nomination form:
M.H. Meriam & Co., 7-9 Oakland Street, Lexington (Middlesex), M A
The nomination hes been voted eligibleby the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State

Review Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Frialberg
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure
cC; Chrigine Beard, Tramont Presarvadion Savicss
Supportive Living, Inc.

David Kdland, Lexington Higoricd Commission
Normean Cohen, Chair, Lexington Board of SHedtimen
Chales Homig, Ranning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, M assachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



