
F O R M B - B U I L D I N G 

RiASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 1 M Q - 2.C^ A 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

M-5-77 

In Area no. Form no. 

NW CAMB. I ICU 

1. Town Cambridge 

Address 152 V a s s a l Lane  

Name W y e t h - S m i t h House 

Present use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Present owner John P. £ Agnes M. 
Sanderson 

3. Description: 

Date 182 0 

Source deed r e c o r d s 

Style F e d e r a l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric a sbes tos s h i n g l e s 

Outbuildings (describe) 

Other features p i a s s i c l a t e . F e d e r a l / 

f̂ -ppp.V R ^ y i v ^ l p n t r a n c e W P 1 1-preFiervei 

g n n H p p - m ' n i i — d P . t a i 1 . , . . . — 
doorway r e m o d e l l e d 1830s  

Altered YPC:_ sh i n g1 Date nnVnnwn 
added 

Moved Date n «q ?, 

5. Lot size: 

One acre or less x x Over one acre_  

Approximate frontage ĉĉ  f p p t 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

7 feet . . 

6. Recorded by A r t h u r K r i m 

Organization ppimh-pi HgP Hi Rt^r^i r̂ a i CnTni-n. 

Date igj72 



Original owner (if known) Jacob WvPth 

Original use r e s i d e n t i a l 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Wyeth-Smith House i s the f i n e s t early 
nineteenth century two-room, center-hall farmhouse 
surviving i n Cambridge. B u i l t in 1820 as a tenanthouse 
by Jacob Wyeth on land he had purchased from his 
father to erect the Fresh Pond Hotel, i t was immediately 
leased to Ebenezer Smith. The house was moved to 
Vassal Lane in 189 3 from i t s o r i g i n a l location at the 
junction of Fresh Pond Parkway and Huron Avenue as 
development pressures forced i t to be relocated. 

The compact massing, the low-pitched roof and 
the tight eaves express the e s s e n t i a l q u a l i t i e s of 
the Federal s t y l e . The Greek Revival doorway dates 
from a remodelling i n the late 1830s. Except for the 
a r t i f i c i a l siding, the house has survived i n t a c t . I t s 
h i s t o r i c a l associations with the Wyeth family, 
prominent landholders in Northwest Cambridge vrho 
were responsible for i n i t i a t i n g the ice industry in 
Fresh Pond , make i t an integral part o£ the history 
of Northwest Cambridge and a s i g n i f i c a n t landmark 
which should not be overlooked. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 
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Thematic Group 

Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area 
State ^ 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

1^1. Day. Anna, House 9^0^^^^^ ^ y Keeper / . j U ^ ^ / y h u ^ t X ^ ^./l.,^ 

Attest 

152. Kingsley, Chester, House ^^«9»?*»ig'r* y , " ' i ^ y, // o 
'^•^ ^Keeper /^^/AXAyy^ 4.km<Azx^l^Ay Sl^ 

Attest 

153. Watson, Abraham, House y.^. ^ ' ' it A „ 
* ^Keeper / , ) ^ U U L ^ f f J7.S^^ 

Attest 

154. Wyeth Brickyard Superintendent's / „ • " - -i /) . / j ,',a-^ 
House Substantive fievlew^ ^^^P^^ /^A///,^^, S A M ' U ^ ^ ' / i - ^ ^ 

Attest 

"1^5. Greek Revival Cottage 4Iii»»*i4Li*i»• - . . , , ' -i y ^ r,.^ 
auum^aUmifii^ i*vr;.-r y Keeper /AJ^UL^ / J u i ' t ^ HA3S^ 

Attest 

- l ^ . \ ( s t . James Episcopal Church^^^,^;^^^^^^ ..̂ ^ ^ , v/Keeper ^ H U Z ^ ^ A ^ 0 P ( - ^ ^ ' ^ 

Attest 

-1^7. Kidder-Sargent-McCrehan House yKeeper /AjyOyt^. f j £AA^AI^MI jJlSl. 

Attest 

^58. Henderson Carriage Repository ,yKeeper /AJ'Ayi^ M.luii1uLu,H.(3 

Attest 

!l59. Soule, Lawrence, House •^x^KBtaiitlve ISevlew y Keeper uijMxA^ l^AduZU^ HA3 -Sy. 

Attest 

1^. Wyeth-Smith House y Keeper /AJyl^i^^/Ziui^u^y.^./l^'^L 

Attest fjijjUieamiima*, v > . ' 



SSuBstantlve Hevle« 
NATIONAL R E G I S T E R O F H I S T O R I C P L A C E S 

EVALUATION / RETURN SHEET 
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Stat«, r.oiitlty AUZZ--A^Uy>CytZ^.<^ 

Federal Agency: 

/ 6 d 

rl 
tn 

r t 

^ 

resubmission 
nomination by person or local government 
owner objection 
iippeai 

UnK*tf Stat*a D*p»rtin*nt ef th* lnt*Her 
National Parte Sarvica 

Working No. / / - / ^ ^ - ^ ^ < ^ ^ 
Fed. Reg. Dat-e: 
Date Du«- '/-/7-^2-
Action: - J : r ^ C C E P T 

photos, 
maps _ 

/ 

ACCEPT-
RETURN. 
R E J E C T . 

Substantive Review: sample request appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom. /Criteria. 
Reviewer. _SA^AldJk=^=Atki 
D i s c i p 11 n e _ £ £ I - ^ 1 L & . 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

•Nomination returned for: -technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Locat ion 

3. C lass i f ica t ion 
III U M 

Pmant >«<iil»Wt»n ttmaaaam\a 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Locat ion of Lega l Pescr ipt ion 

6. Representat ion in Exist ing Surveys 

HM property poerY • •wniwnBo vityRiis f ^ * 

7. Pescr ip t ion 

- s iceHent 
• o o d 

- »»tr 

. d f r i o i l H d urwltcrad 

. ruins _ 

. unaxpoMd 

. Oflginaf t»» 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
alterations/integrity 
dates 
boundary selection 



8. Significance 

a»—»«iei|»Wriiiiii Ctttakmm*tammfbatmm 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
clarity 
applicable cr i ter ia 
just i f icat ion of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity 

to significance 
just i f icat ion of exception 
other 

9. Major Bibl iographical Re fe rences 

10. Oeographica l P a t a 

UMT 

! l » l l « i l I 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. S ta te Histor ic Preservat ion Officer Cert i f icat ion 
Tte wnlMWd algUhcMnot m mm propan, wNMn Ih* MM la: 

t immili. Pntu tUiii Omcai tignUma 

13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to ' 

• Date _ Phone: 202 272 - 3 5 0 4 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275 


