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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

f
The A. H. Root Building is significant for its association with Amos H. Root, an im 
portant businessman in Colorado, for its architectural features, and for its role in 
the commercial development of the downtown Den-ver area.

Amos H. Root had a long and eventful life, much of it spent in Colorado. He was born 
in Schoharie County, New York, in 1842, but soon moved west with his parents to 
Ripon, Wisconsin. He attended Brockway College in Wisconsin with the intention of 
pursuing a career in law, but the Civil War interrupted his studies and he never em 
barked in that direction. Instead, he enlisted in the Fourth Wisconsin Infantry, in 
which he served three years. In June 1863 he was made a prisoner of the Confederate 
Army, but escaped after eight days in prison by swimming across the Mississippi River 
at night. Sometime after the war he emigrated to Greeley, Colorado, where he estab 
lished himself in the hotel business, but he later moved to Denver where he became a 
wholesale dealer in cigars and tobacco, served as a member of the Board of Aldermen, 
and later entered the banking industry as one of the founders and directors of the 
North Denver Bank.

It was during this long career in Denver that he built the A. H. Root Building. 
Originally, it was surrounded by hotels and served as a drugstore, furniture store, 
warehouse, and rooming house. Later George Washington Olinger used the structure as 
a manufacturing center for his Highland Casket Company, one of the constituents in 
the large mortuary empire that he developed and which still exists.

Architectually, this building is an important structure in the lower downtown area. 
It is a monument to the prideful brick detailwork, but more than that, it is one of 
the last, perhaps the last cast iron structure in Denver. The first floor facade is 
all of cast iron column and beam construction, and this supports the upper two 
stories of fine brickwork. The style itself displays many elements characteristic 
of commercial structures in late nineteenth century Denver.

Ed, MAW & JEF (10/79)
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Located at the corner of 15th and Platte streets in Denver, the Root Building is a 
three-story brick structure with cast iron storefronts, multiple sandstone string 
courses, and a flat tar and gravel roof. The significant facades are the east and 
south sides which front on Platte Street, and the 15th Street facade. The first floor 
storefronts consist of regularly spaced cast iron pilasters and engaged columns with 
large infill panels of multiple-paned, fixed sash. The cast iron posts support a 
lintel with brick architecture and a small cornice. The second floor is bounded by a 
narrow sandstone sillcourse and a wider sandstone beltcourse. The windows are double 
hung with one over one sash. The third floor also has a narrow sandstone sillcourse, 
but has round arched windows with one over one sash and a brick stringcourse which 
forms decorative archivolts above each window. Above the third floor the building 
has a decorative brick corbel table with a cut sandstone cornice and a brick parapet 
capped with sandstone with projecting chimneys.

The interior floors and trim consist of hardwood including the window frames and sills, 
The ceiling height of the first floor is twelve feet, the second and third floors 
nine feet. The interior walls are brick although they are painted or plastered in 
some areas. A massive skylight runs the length of the building and produces illumina 
tion to the first floor. The first floor and basement are presently used as a retail 
area, the second floor for an art gallery, office space, and trade shops. Part of 
the second and third floors are vacant.

Ed. MAW & JEF 10/79
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