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Form 10-300 
(Rev. 6-72 ) 

COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SI;RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries - complete a pplicable sections ) 
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0 Site 

Public Acquisition : 

0 In Process 0 Structure 
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STREET AND NUMBER : 
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Park 

0 Private Res idence 
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Scientific 
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STATE 

STATE: 
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0 Transportation 
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0 Good ~ Excellent 0 Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check On e) 

0 Altered lKJ Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved IZJ Original Site 

The mill is housed in a wood frame building (c . l869) 
with a rock foundation and a gambrel roof . The interior is 
divided by three levels with a store in the front . The first 
level contains the mill gears and mill box, the second the 
hopper and buhrs, and the third level is used as a storage 
area . The framing of the building is constructed of wood 
which has been hewed, carved, morticed, dovetailed and 
pegged . 

The rotating 1500-pound buhr is powered by a Leffel 40 -
horsepower_, vertical water turbine manufactured by James Leffe 
and company of Springfield; Ohio . This turbine is installed 
at the base of the "forebay" (a concrete tank) under the 
mill house . A watergate releases water into the forebay . 
Originally a series of small metal gates atop the turbine 
were opened and closed by a level which started and stopped 
the mill . About 20 years ago these became inoperable and 
now the turbine is controlled by raising and lowering the 
watergate in the dam . 

Power is transmitted from the turbine to the buhr stones 
through two steel shafts . The gearwheel on the turbine shaft 
is fitted with wooden teeth, originally persimmon but 
replaced with oak in 1963 , pegged into a circular metal 
frame fitted onto the shaft . The other shaft is equipped 
with a metal gear . The use of one wood and one metal gear 
reportedly reduces friction as well as noise . 

The major changes in the mill building are the addition 
of the porch (1918) and the removal of the buhrs for flour 
milling . The old flour bolter and the two wooden troughs 
used in flour making are now stored on the mill joists . 

Water is supplied by a large spring flowing from ~~ grave 
filled seam in the mill pond's bottom . The flow measures 
from three to five million gallons per day . 

A log dam at the spring supplied water by means of a 
flume to an earlier mill (c.l853) about two hundred yards 
downstream . This dam was replaced by the present rock dam 
in 1867 . Since then a few concrete supports and a layer of 
concrete on the upper side have been added (c.l914) . 
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PERIC?D (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian : 0 16th Century 

0 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Eng ineering 

0 Historic [8;1 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 Invention 

~ Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications O Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

0 18th Century 

KJ 19th Century 

Pol itical 

Religion/ Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia 1/ Human-

itor ian 

Theater 

Transportation 

KJ 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Speci fy) 

:, 
Spring Mill, although pre~~ntly not qpefating, is a 

fully operable, post Civil War grist mill in a state of 
excellent preservation. · 

The mill dam was built in 1867 for Anthony N. Simmons 
by a famed millwright, Col. J. A. Schnabel, whose name and 
the date of construction are noted on a stone built into the 
darn. It is believed the mill building was constructed two 
years later. 

Since that time the mill has had a series of owners: 
James Miller and Thomas B. Roddy, 1871-1873; Jordon James, 
1873-1913; C. W. McCrory, 1913-1915; D. R. Headstrearn, 1915-
1917; J. W. Coop, 1917; J. A. Lytle, Sr., 1917-1935; J. A. 
Lytle, Sr's hetrs, 1935-1938; J. A. Lytle, Jr., 1938-
present. 

The mill remained in operation until the 1960's at 
which time Mrs . Lytle decided she was too old to run it. 
She now opens the mill daily for the public's enjoyment and 
education at no charge . 



The Arkansas Democrat , Sunday Magazine Section, November 12, 
1967 . 

Arkansas Historical Quarterly, Vol . XX, No . 2, (Summer 1961), 
182-186 . 

Holcombe, A. E . , "Spring Mill," . The Independence County 
Chronicle . Vol . IX, No . 3, (April 1968), 2- 17 . 

Lytle, Mrs . J. A. , "Spring Mill," The Ozark Mountaineer, (Oct­
ober 1959), 5 . 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

<>valuated accord in~?; to the c-ite ria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park SerVIce . The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
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PLEASE RETURN THIS 
NAI:'IE OF PROPERTY 

DATE: 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. ---
2. Location. 

3. Classification . ---
4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 

8. Statement of Significance. 

9. Bibliography. 

_k_1o. 

__ 11. Form Prepared By. 

__ 12. Certification. 

___ Photographic Covera ge . 

___ Hap Covera ge. 

Other. 

Clarification or correction of the above items must be made prior to the initiation 
of our professiona l review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure tha t the nomination will then sati.sfy the National Re gister 
criteria in full. 

Thank you for your attention to the aLove items checked.!:/ jl ,/: 

SIGNED: 



PROPERTY STATE ~ {1000 ~ 7 7 

~WO~R~KI~NG~N~~~~R======~~~~7==5==3~8~;6:g==~~~w~J~~~~M-
TECH REVIEW 

PHOTOS __ ~/ ____________ _ 

MAPS 

CONTROL REVI 

HISTORIAN 

ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST ~/lltR. :?OINT OF JSE.r.'UL INf0P.MATI8N RE 7. ')ESSRIPTION . 
The maful reason one had rretal & wooden gears \vorking together is that if the gears 
ivere ever th~eo1m out. of vrhack, the metal gears 1 ouldn 1 t be destroyed . One can i magin 

>vhat happens -vrhen metal meshes with metal. On the other hand, vJhen me tal mes hes wi 
woo d, only t he wooden gear teeth would be destroyed. But, even this wasn't crucial 

BRANCH CHIEF 

KEEPER 

. . 
}~RAL:I ts a lot easier to whittle wooden gear 
is to cast a comple tely new metal gear . 
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Form 10-301 
(July 1968) 

1. NAME 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

COMMON AND/ OR HISTORIC NUMERIC CODE (Aaafgned by NPS) 

SPRING MILL James Mill 
2. LOCATION 
STATE COUNTY 

Arkansas Independence 
STREET AND NUMBER 

Highway 69 , 6 miles north of Batesville 
3. MAP REFERENCE 
SOURCE 

U. S . G. S . 7~ quadrangle 
Batesville 

DATE 

1943 
REQUIREMENcS: PRO_f'_E R T Y BOUN _ _r:> ARIES, Wf::i__I': RE REQUI_RED , AN R _NO~TH A_fi~OW · 

IAR 1 1174 

TOWN 

Batesvil l e 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

ARKANSAS 
STATE 

Date Entered ~R 1 1974 

Name 

Ellicott-Heck Uouse 

~ring t{ill 

Brag~ House 

Hon. John L. McClellan 
Bon. J. Y. P'ulbri.ght 
Hon. Ray Thornton • Jr. 
Hon. Bill Al xsndcr. Jr. 

Also Notified 

Director. Southwest Region 
\ Mott :pl 

Location 

Camden 
Ouachita County .. 

Batesville vicinity 
Independence County 

Camden vicinity 
Ouachita County 

St te Historic Preael~ation Officer 
Ur. l i lliatl E. Uanderson. Director 
Arkan a D pt. of Parks & Tourism 
Stata Capitol - Room 149 
Little Rock. Arkansas 72201 

3.4.74 


