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?ar. Voorhiea hone in unique to Sacr-wervto, a blend of Georgian and Italianate 
i texture rosrabli^j r any '.vis tern "brovn.'s tones". Located in the cnce 
icnabie Alkali flat district, +he Vmso reflects th'o charia and ele.rer.ce of It* 
t occupant, $ac;rar-<?"tc» hisin*!J5rt«m Albert A. Van Voorhies. Ksrlected in 
:ifc years, the hone vas restored to its early VictorlAii appearance in 1976.

hc'ase is rectanfralar, the shorter side runnir:;3 across the front. Built of 
k, it is two ttcries tall with a lev pablt'd roof. 'The flat, narrow facade has 
arched wir.dcvs, tvo en th-j firs-., floor and three en ths second. F-2ch window 

-ibElli r-hed v:ith rurrnv panel:;, ornate rrncicets, and ornamental hoed r,olds. 
«• j s r?*stnr trsck^tir.;: "under the e.ivcc and vir.iow frames. A vooden stoop vi.th 
saved. c.irr^r 'l^t-vils r-n^ £ : : yJlr.ont sir-ported by tvo free-st?.ndirig coiunns is 
he front vost sic?. • cnsnt cuoir.5 adorn sll four corners.

ecer.t yeai-s, t.ha VPJI V-jcr^.1 03 h?r.e has suffered dana^e thrown reflect.
.-h it retainf-d ii5 bscic rr.tc^'-'ity, rcritcratlcn was i;oede'd to b:*ir.f: the house
o c-irrent cc:~erc:ir.l rtildir-r; co^ia requiroriCnis as v:r;ll £.*! to its j-ij^i ar™?rance
5tcop ! t brick stf-ps, ari^ i:d r-nstir.3 ai't^r ths house vas biilt,, wore replaced

. vooden rfiirs a:id bilustrades. A shed, alto a later addition, was removed

. the back vail an:: ;: v^cden flirht cf stairs was constructed cs a firo exit.
the exterior valla vcre .rain;' ore ed vith Et^el &:r.i tho faca-le detail was restored..
•ecping1 vith -,-hat V3?» rost li'-:eJ.y tha hole's original appearance, tr: e brick wi 
ted a tr.»dii^n oeire. A low trick fence VMS ccnstmcted across ths front anO. a • 
1 yard of shrubbery and f lovers vas planted. A parkins lot senrir^ county 
ccs is to the back and sides of t;ie house.

interior of the hor.s has also b«ft:i rfis^.ored. Downstairs are an entry hall with
•e-cefuliy curved ctairway, an elegant dining room and living roos, and the kitchen, 
Airs there are two tedroo.-s, a sitting rocsa, a study, and a tath. Both fire- 
as, broken by vandals, were replaced d'orir^ restoration. A white Italian marble 
place, taken from the S.H. Hole mansion in Sacramento, replaced the original in 
living rooa. Still in use are tna doers and windows, and rost of the original 
an? and vainsjoatln(r. The cri.~ir.al pins plank flooring was covered with hardwood. 
xurruture, wallpaper, and draperies vere selected to reflect the Victorian e*-a. .
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Tna 7an Vocrhi<?3 residence ir ?m excellent p-\"»*ip",e cf «-\r. t friy ''ictori"i fer.iV- r 
C:.:-.ple yet ctataly, the l;our-y i^TleL-ta the 1 l..>-c.^.-:e of oiw of cirlj- . icr^ ;-. o 
mot-t nuccescfiil businessmen, Albert A. "^11 ;cc"hiar;. 'Pod;-;; t:.o l--c- is t 1"-- r'" " 
few rsnainin.ij historic r.t— icir/n-o'i j-jft in :h: »-l'.:ili .1.it r 'ir:.b.>rhc«.i, c;.i r," 
"Saerarsento'E first r-3sid-?ntial r^rcat!,

Albart Alexander Van Voorhics '."is a dcncT. '.".:-.* cf
who r?ot t n ths Hudson R

t Vn Vrorhios, a r^^: • " 
jn '.-r^to Cc ir.ty, i!...1 .' -r.- 

V'.in Voorhic-3 cair:e to California frcn .'leu >--rk i ri !JJi3 } vor.rln.-' for I. I': 'is .-. 
Saddle:-;/- in Sin Frar.olneo. tiro ycarc l.it^r, '.-n Vocrhit.'i t r/wMicIied a rust";;-^ 
wholesale and rstail leather (';oo']3 ctoj'o lTi"i Inr.rrr^Jilo-, p-o?tp!*rir-T ti trin/ •' i 
Co-stock Rush. In oariy lG6y, !,e moved Ho f i-lly to C*-:i .rrnto, ^•/"nr un i-it 
Jn the harness business of JU .Stone; and C'.-.-anr. In 1-SJ2, V4ri V>ihl« > H-.'-V 4; . 
Stcne and established tha firrd of A. A, -Van Vacrhie:! «Td C^-pany. liis cth-;v * i-:; 
were, L.C. Kontford, R.C. Jrviria, and Georr,'1 A. fV.rnr;:', v-io K*irri«.il -'.ji'^r. r.-> ^' 
daughter Kate in 1835<, Tti-i cor.ps.ny, loontrd at j'-^-O.-'U J .'Ar^ot, K-.plo;rr-1 3'JJ r 
and manufactured Hn extensive line of sa^-ile and l.-atr^r f.'jO'ln. T'.ia i-c::r'» v :-lt 
owned a horse collar factor/ that prodxiced E3 rar.y as KQ hjr--1 coM^.ti & c: /. 
tha nid-1350's, the Van Voorhios r.ario was or.e of the bJrr^nt en t:i,-» • *.jt cca^t.

Van Voorhies alco served as president of the Titter Club, as a r^-^ber cf th ) > '^- 
the Union Lod^e, and as a warden to St. Fijl T fi Episcopal Ch.irch. H^ i tin on-; cf 
founders of the Sacramento Chamber of Ccnr.erta. -^cauoe or hio vitality and V-j 
acianen, 7an Voorhies was often called "ths Irinca". His tiwraphy in Q- n •;''- — ' 
Fifty Years ..oJL Progress states t'r.at Van Voorhies uaa an affable rin onJ r i -;'.," 
sitbscriber towards all enterprises t^at wo'ild p*o:toto the rrovrtn of SanrcmT.t'/',

Early city as?e3sment records show that 7an"fcorhie5 bought t!:e house at 
from Charles Cate in 1372. It is likely that Cat*, a bricklayer, built 
himself around 1868^ thouch Van Vctorhica vaa ths firat to occupy it. jo 
are only about a half dozen Victorian brick residences still eUndip*, in 
In order to Bimul&tc Btono/ popular but expensive in the early city, tha 
Voorhies house vas faced with plaster and given beveled quoins. '»-ith ^ 
of the Stanford cianslon, few Sacrar^ento Victorlann retain the dsllcdt.9 c 
of the Van' Voorhies 1 . Located in the once lively Alkali Hat n-»i^hb'iM 
was surrounded by early Sacrajsentu't* coat notrblo citi?^", i:icl\ -1 - 1 '^- - 
California governors and a CupreTO Court Ju.-*-.icf;. I'.try of tV.«s l' ; ^ - ' ; "
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In 1 >-'?i the Van Voorhies ."cved to a l-ir-cr hex* oa the northeast corner of 
l*ftr. r.;id H Streets- -roi: li'o^ tc. !'>•--'?» tho );uuce was owned by '.i'illio;.' 
Koji.30M ravit;, a :.ativo of .',>jstrailr. .:;.i a co:.'_;:oGitor lor the ^acr3.;.:?:.tiJ 
Keccrti Lnion c'.r.d the California 5t:.ts Printing '.'fi'ic*. As the- center cf

hor:« '.v?,s threatened with ri-»...olition. Li-iriy in l,?o, the 3u.cra^&nto .hcrita^a,

B.r.d used .!VJ 'Jur. :.s :"or routorciti'j;:. Jln he™" i-3 currt.'itly 0" diapl^y ccurtesy 
of local ^-^corArors a nd ths i^cre-i :.eart .'uth-irs' Club.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS" 

NATIONAL __ STATE___ LOCAL JLL_

As the designated S;at« Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic PfOtetvauon Act o! 19titi tr"uU c Law by fc.> 
heret/y norrinatc 1^:s property fcf inclusion in tr-.e National Register »f«3 certify thot it has bcon evaluated pccofl'^n '" 
cnt&fia and procedures se' forth by the Nanonai Park Seiv.y«.

STATE HISTORIC POEMRVATION OFffctR siGHATfjFiT

TiTLE
£tat.a Vis tor ic rr9r.er^:tjon,Ofric"iiL

DATE

CiTrtT'FY T» tV» THI - ",i.Ui: ."';> SKTriE NATiOK.il. i^i'i'.T o,T; ,.-//-'-


