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Located at 385 Arapahoe Avenue in Boulder, the Highland School is an eclectic 
structure reflecting both Gothic and Romanesque elements. The building itself is 
a single, detached structure make of brick and stone, irregular in shape, and two 
and one-half stories in height. The south or main facade has nine bays—three in 
the east third, three in the center projection, and three in the west third; in 
addition both the east and west facing sides of the projection have irregularly 
placed windows on the first and second stories. The east facade has nine bays; the 
north facade four bays with three windows each; and the west facade eight bays. 
Both the east and west facades have indentations which house irregularly placed 
windows and doors and which are not counted as bays. The structure has a hipped 
rood with five dormers and a large gable on the main facade.

The foundation of the front or southern half of the building is of white sandstone 
set in coursed rubble, while the back or northern half (erected three decades after 
the front section) has a cement foundation. The main body of the structure is of 
red brick set in stretcher bond with bands of white sandstone running around the 
building creating a certain feeling of horizontal!ty. The windows in the first 
story have stone surrounds, flat arches, and decorative quoins while the main 
entrance lies beneath a quasi-ogee arch—all of which reflect Gothic style. The 
upper stories have windows with radiating voussoirs, elaborate brick corbelling, 
brooches, arched windows in the main projection, and finials—all of which reflect 
Romanesque style. All windows are double sashed and double hung. A three-story 
chimney made of brick, extends up the back or north facade. A sandstone nameplate 
that says "Highland School A.D. 1891," lies above the arch on the south facade.

'. ' '. - ; . '...-.. i
The interior is spacious and simple. The original stairway still links the first 
and second floors, and the original alcoves remain on both. The original hardwood 
floors are still intact although covered by linoleum in some rooms. The classrooms 
still remain much as they were when the structure ceased being used for primary 
education. Some interior changes have been made to meet the health and fire codes 
of the City of Boulder.

The school lies in an idyllic setting created by the large trees that grace the 
property and by the building's setback from the city street. The structure lies 
sixty feet from Arapahoe Avenue. A walkway connects the school to a city sidewalk 
which has a horse ditch. Mature trees planted as part of various school projects 
flank the structure on all sides while the land north of the building fronts Boulder 
Creek. Many of these trees are not native to the area, thus adding to the park-like 
setting of the grounds, r
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Highland School in Boulder is significant for its association with educational 
development in the City of Boulder; for the excellence of its architectural features; 
and for its association with the firm of Varian and Sterner—particularly Frederick 
J. Sterner, one of Colorado's most important architects in the late nineteenth and 
early twentieth centuries.

By 1890 the City of Boulder had three schools, but steady growth in the community 
had increased the school age population to such numbers that the three buildings were 
overcrowded. With the need for another facility apparent, the School Board asked 
regional architectural firms to submit plans. In July 1891 the Board announced that 
it had selected a design submitted by the firm of Varian and Sterner, a noted 
architectural firm in Denver, about twenty-five miles away. Construction began 
that year, and the new school opened for classes in elementary education, its 
primary mission for the next eight decades. In 1923, however, the City again 
experienced overcrowding in its school system, and this time the School Board 
decided to double the size of the building by erecting an addition to the north or 
back facade. It was finally decided to design and build the addition in such a 
fashion that the structure would appear as if it had been erected at one time. So 
well was this accomplished that except for the difference in the foundation— 
stone in the original section, cement in the 1923 addition—the school appears as 
if it had been built at one time.

The structure remained in continuous operation as an elementary school until June 
1970 when it was deemed outmoded for this purpose and sold to Historic Boulder, Inc. 
This organization rented space to Head Start, the Community Free School, and to 
groups sponsoring a variety of fairs, public forums, and entertainment. In 1978 
Historic Boulder sold the building to a group of investors seeking to convert the 
school into an office building. In purchasing the facility, the new owners signed 
covenants to insure the structure's preservation.

The Highland School is also significant for its association with the firm of Varian 
and Sterner. This enterprise, particularly its leading architect Frederick J. 
Sterner, designed many structures in the metropolitan area. Several are now listed 
in the Register, most notable the Daniels and Fisher Tower, the Tears-McFarlane 
House, the Pearce-McAllister Cottage, and the Chapel at St. Elizabeth's Retreat,
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all designed by Sterner himself. The Highland School, notably in its Romanesque 
elements, manifests Sterner's distinctive architectural style. Yet from an 
overall architectural perspective the School is interesting for the combination 
of Gothic and Romanesque elements incorporated in such a fashion as to create a 
structure of striking beauty.
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Beginning at the Southwest corner of Lot 4, Block 2, Willow Park Addition to the 
City of Boulder; thence South 89 58'10" East 192.94 feet along the North line of 
Arapahoe Ave. to a kink corner on the North line of said Arapahoe Ave.; thence 
North 75 20'25" East 73.86 feet along the Northerly line of said Arapahoe Ave. 
to the true point of beginning; thence North 15 02'15" West 196.70 feet; thence 
North 75 06'45" East 99.65 feet; thence South 61 49'25" East 147.86 feet to a 
kink corner on the Westerly line of 9th St.; thence South 14 42'30" East 96.55 
feet along the Westerly line of said 9th St. to a point on the Northerly line 
of said Arapahoe Ave.; thence South 75 20'25" West along the Northerly line of 
said Arapahoe Ave. to the true point of beginning.


