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"Federal Hill," the older wing of which dates from 1795, is
of native brick and stone, the brick being laid in Flemish bond.
The main house, consisting of two stories and a low attic, would
present a typical Georgian plan were it not for the fact that
what would ordinarily be a rear room on the west side of the hall
is replaced by a service court which intervenes between the
dining room and the older detached kitchen wing.

The house is nobly proportioned both inside and out. The
windows on the front are double-hung with 12 pane sash, while |
those at the ends and rear are of a 9 pane sash. Long side win-:
dows flank the classically framed portal. This arrangement of
narrow windows on either side of the door antedates the use of
side llghts

A broad hall spanned by a beautlful arch, carried on deli-
cately fluted colonettes, leads through "Federal Hill." At the
right, beyond the arch, the stairway ascends to a landing above
the rear door from which it returns on the left of the hall to
the second floor. At the right of the entrance is the dining-
room; at the left, the parlor, behind which is a lower bedroom.
Above, a similar layout accommodates three bedrooms with "Judge
Rowan's library above the front hall. The parlor, dining room,
and bed chambers are each provided with mantels, anyone of which
is a splendid example of the carver's art. '

At the rear the semi-formed flower garden has been restored|
and at the east, as one approaches the house, the Rowan burial
ground is to be seen. The law office of Judge Rowan, a llog
structure built over thé stone springhouse, has also been care-
fully restored.
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Bardstown.

Home ."

Rowan occupancy.

Monument and Shrine.

who was born in Pennsylvania,
and who eventually was to become,a United States Senator.

historic and literary interest,

\ .

P

country house of the period 1795-1842,
it is m

. I e 3

Perhaps no single example of Kentucky residential archi-
tecture is better known than "Federal Hill,"
Popularly known as "My Old Kentucky Home,'" be-
cause it was here that Stephen Foster is said to have been
inspired to write some of his immortal ballads.
visit with the Rowans, he wrote his famous "My 01d Kentucky

located in

During a

"Federal Hill" was built ca 1795 by Judge John Rowan,
and came west at an early age,

A1
2

o The House was sold by the last Rowan descendant to the
"'Commonwealth of Kentucky, and was restored in 1922.

It has

been refurnished in a manper in keeping with the era of the
As an excellent example of a Kentucky

and because of its
aintained as a State
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CITY OR TOWN:

t

Frankfort-

STATE

Kentucky

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public lL.aw

89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.
le d{ significance of this nomination is:

Loocal [}

The recommended

State Lialson Officer

Title

bate April 28, 1971

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

[fguuf /L /ﬁouJ /(////

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Pres rvat

Date 3/( \//—' L
ATTEST:

Keeper offThe National Regi¥r
Date
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