
FORM B - B U I L D I N G 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo aumber 

R o l l #23 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

129-C 

1. Town 
V/orcester 

Address 
14.08 Pleasant S t r e e t 

Name Vlp^^f^-nt .^trp^^t-, i-phnnRA 

Present use f i r e s t a t i o n 

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

C i t y o f V/orcester 

1873 

Source 

Style 

date pldcqus : - -

V i c t o r i s j i 

Architect unlcnovm 

Exterior wall fabric b r i c k 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features pedinented facade and 
s ide p a v i l i o n , c u p o l a / b e l l tov;er, 
•pp.r.psspd ^•;an partRls y j t h c o r b e l l i n g 
g r a n i t e t r i m 

m i a - i ' ^ t h 

Altered doors 

Moved 
no 

Date cen tury 

Date 

/ 171L4 • 5 Lot size- Assessors ' Book 6, p .8 
/ \ . . CJJM- 5. Lotsize. ^ ^ ^ 2 6,215 s a . . f t . 

One acre or less 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

50' 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20^ • 

6. Recorded by 3»-« P f e i f f e r L S, Lee 

Organization ^-'orc. Her i t age Pres. Soc. 

Date February 1978 " 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

C i t y o f VJorcester 

f i r e h o u s e 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

Begun i n 1873 and coinpleted i n l87i|., the Pleasant Street Firehouse 
is the oldest f i r e s t a t i o n i n use i n V/orcester, The bu i l d i n g was one 
of three which were begun i n l873» perhaps i n response to the tvro great 
f i r e s which had devastated Boston (I872) and Chicago ( I 8 7 I ) . The other 
two buildings were located on John Street (now demolished) and Lamartine 
Street (severely al t e r e d , now used as a police s t a t i o n ) . Considering 
the date of i t s construction and the sophistication of V/orcester architects 
(who were then designing buildings i n the Victor i a n Gothic and Second 
Empire s t y l e s ) , the Pleasant Street Firehouse appears curiously out-dated 
fo r ,'lts era. The building's pedinented facade ( o r i g i n a l l y w i t h two arched 
e n t r i e s ) , s l i g h t l y p r o jecting side p a v i l i o n w i t h a pediraent and .-circular 
light?, and the open cupola (used o r i g i n a l l y f o r a f i r e alarm b e l l ) centered 
on the building's roof are reminiscent of Federalist and Greek Revival 
style public buildings of the f i r s t h a l f of the nineteenth century rather 
than the more "picturesque" Second Empire and Victorian Gothic public 
buildings which veve being b u i l t i n V/orcester during the 1870s. More i n 
keeping w i t h the period of the building's construction are i t s windov; 
l i n t e l s and recessed w a l l panels w i t h corbelled cornices, 

, I l n 1873 the c i t y purchased the Pleasant Street l o t from Daniel Vvaldo 
Lincoln f o r $14.60,60, Although c i t y documents o f f e r an accounting of 
the building's cost, no arch i t e c t is named; instead, the Auditor's Report 
notes merely that a t o t a l of $14.07.75 ^^^^ paid f o r plans f o r tlie Lamartine 
Street and Pleasant Street Firehouses, Although evidence suggests that 
the Lamartine Street b u i l d i n g was designed by the f i r m of Earle 6: Fuller 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) the lack of s t y l i s t i c s i m i l a r i t y between the two 

buildings as w e l l as the lack of documentation preclude any a t t r i b u t i o n 
for the design of the Pleasant Sti'eet Firehouse, 

City Document #28, year ending 11/30/1873, p. 389. 

Taylor, Anthony, "Architectural Neighborhoods of V/orcester", 
unpublished manuscript. 
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