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The Water Valley, Mississippi Post Office is a white stucco building
located at 2322 Main Street. It has one and one-half floors and a
partial basement, and was occupied in 1925. This is a concrete and
masonry structure with steel and wood framing. The flat composition
roof has a parapet running the full course of the roof.

The mailing platform and ramp were added to the rear of the building
in 1969. The building interior was remodeled in 1961 and very little
of the original interior appearance was retained.

The street facade of first floor is divided into three bays reading
window-door-window. The double hung windows, 12/12 1ights, on the
first floor of the front facade have recessed arches and the central
bay is outsized Palladin composition. Two lanterns attached to the
main facade flank this central doorway. The main floor is made
accessible by a flight of granite steps with cast iron railing.
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The Water Valley, Yalobusha County, Mississippi Post Office is located on
a rectangular parcel of land; the said point of beginning being the
northeast corner of a certain strip of land 10 feet in width deeded to
the City of Water Valley by W. C. Bryant (north side of Church Street)
and go in a northerly direction along the western boundary line of Main
Street 135 feet; then west along a Tine parallel with the northern
boundary of Church Street 140 feet; then in a southerly direction along a
Tine parallel with Main Street 135 feet to a point on the north boundary
line of the aforesaid 10 feet strip of land deeded to the City of Water
Valley by W. C. Bryant, and go in an easterly direction along a line
parallel with the north boundary of said Church Street, said 1ine being
the north boundary 1ine of the 10 feet strip of land deeded by W. C.
Bryant to the City of Water Valley, and 1ine being at all points 10 feet
north of the north boundary line of Church Street, to the point of
beginning.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Water Valley, Mississippi Post Office is of the Neo-classical Revival
architecture and successfully re-interprets the innovative "revolutionary
architecture" of the late eighteenth century which paralleled international
political upheavals of that era. The facade is noteworthy for the
allusions to stepped massing in the progressively diminished horizontal
divisions, and for contrast between flat lintels and recessed arches in
the fenestration. The compositional tension produced by the distortion of
the outsized Palladin motif in the central bay is particularly compelling.
The structural integrity of the building is not affected by the 1969
addition.

This building is significant on a local level as it represents the only
building of this style in the town. It is of particular significance due
to the fact that most of the original and/or older buildings in the
vicinity have been destroyed.

The original building, which was occupied in 1925, was constructed under
the supervision of the Treasury Department when A, W. Mellon was Secretary
of Treasury. James A. Westmore was Acting Supervising Architect.

Virginia Engineering Company, Newport News, Virigina, was the General
Contractor with John Young of that firm being the Construction Engineer.
This was the first building for Virginia Engineering and it is now a
multi-million dollar firm.

The building interior was remodeled in 1961 under the supervision of the
General Services Administration. Carothers and Carothers, a local firm,
was the construction contractor.

The 1969 addition of a mailing platform and ramp was designed by Maloney
Associates with Challendar Construction Company as the construction
contractor.
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