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The Baton Rouge Water Works Company Standpipe
AND/OR HISTORIC:

STREET ANDNUMBER:

131 Lafayette Street
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Baton Rouge Dlj
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Louisiana 22 ^as
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OWNER'S NAME:

The Baton Rouge Water Works Company
STREET AND NUMBER:

4615 Government Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Baton Rouge

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Baton Rouge Water Works Company office
STREET AND NUMBER:

4615 Government Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Baton Rouge

TITLE OF SURVEY:

"Historic Baton Rouge" by Robert W. He<
DATE OF SURVEY: 1971 CD Federal
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

City-Parish Planning Coiranission
STREET AND NUMBER:

805 St. Louis Street

Baton Rouge
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CONDITION

(Check One)

Excellent !X] Good Q Foir Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q] Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered d Unaltered

(Cfrecfc One; 

Moved S Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if fcnown,) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

IS"

In 1887 The Common Council of Baton Rouge contracted with E. Smedley 

and John H. Wood^df Dubuque, Iowa, authorizing them to "build, construct, 

maintain, operate and own water works in the said City of Baton Rouge." 

In 1888 the standpipe was built, 100 feet in height and 15 feet in

diameter, on a leased piece of ground adjoining the water works lot.
<^. 

The standpipe is of riveted wrought iron plates varying in thickness

from 5/8 inch at the bottom to 1/4 inch at the top. It stands on a 10 

foot deep foundation with fabricated triangular brackets at the base. 

Ornamental cresting adorned the top, and an access ladder was attached 

to the sides. The standpipe was extended in 1937, when plates were 

added to give the present 110 foot height and in 1938 the present metal 

umbrella roof was added, replacing the originally designed wooden cover.

The appearance of the standpipe today is essentially the same as 

the original, except for the added height. Original capacity was 

132,500 gallons, present capacity is 145,750 gallons.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

^This standpipe was the original and only elevated water storage 

facility for the Baton Rouge Water Works Company supply from 1888 until 

1938 when Margaret Street Tank was erected. The standpipe served during 

the time treated Mississippi River water was the source of supply. How 

ever in 1889 the first well was drilled, and in 1896 a second deeper well 

provided better quality water for Baton Rouge.

The standpipe is unusual today in that it is constructed of wrought 

iron, while modern tanks are constructed of steel.

The standpipe was in service from 1888 until 1963, and has not been 

used for water storage since that time. It is 75 years old this year.



Files of The Baton Rouge Water Works Company, Baton Rouge 
State-Times and Morning Advocate newspapers, and working 
drawings.

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PRO°FRTY
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NW 
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Degrees Minutes Seconds
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DEFINING THti CtNTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES

L ATI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

30 26' 50"

LONGI TUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds

91° 11' 21"

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 30 feet diameter (leased land)
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R
NAME AND Tl TLE:

Raymond E. Pillow. President
ORGANI ZATION

The Baton Rouge Water Works Company
DATE

7-30-73
STREET AND NUMBER:

4615 Government Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Baton Rouge
STATE

Louisiana 22

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

Natiosal FT State f~l Local

Name

Tit

Date

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

Associate Director, Professional Services

Date

State Historic Preservation
Officer
Director, Department of Art,
Historical and Cultural
Preservation
October 9, 1973

ATTEST:

of The Nationaffeegister

Date

GPO 931-894


