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Tomn Snansea

Nre of Area (if any)
The Colony Historic District
Present e residential
General Date or Period
1896-ca. 1930

General Condition good

Acr eage 4.31 acres (approx.)
Recorded by Preservation Plus/K Brooner
Organi zation Saansea Historical Commssi on

Date  March 1988/ Novei nber 1939



NATI ONAL REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f applicable)

The Col ony, a cohesive waterfront cluster of late 19th and early 20th-century cottages,
retains integrity of location, design, setting, materials, worknanship, and association
and issignificant onthe local level. The Colony neets Criterion Afor its association
with sunmer resort and |ater suburban devel opnent in the shorelineareas of Saansea,

and Criterion Cas awell-preserved grouping of Shingle and Col onial Revi®*al style
cottages.

ARCH TECTURAL SSGNFICANCE Describe inportant architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other areas within the comunity.

The Colony (Photo #1) covers a small area of approximately 4.31 acres at the southeastern

tip of Gardner's Neck in South Saansea. Passive and active use of adjacent water resources—
M. Hope Bayto the south and Lee's River to the east—YCLS a factor i n the devel opnent of the
cottage cluster. Thedistrict consists of seven cottages onparcels ranging from one-

third of anacre to one acre insize, at the end of Gardner's Neck Road and onboth sides

of Mattapoisett Avenue, a private road from Gardner's Neck Road to the shoreline. Two of
the residences are noncontributing, one due to alterations and another due to its
construction date. Two parcels inthe Colony remain vacant, as does the eastern edge of the
devel opment i mredi ately onthe water.

Five contributing residences were built between 1895 and ca. 1930. Thecharacter of the
district isdetermned by the conpatible designs of the cottages, the nost notablefeature
being the broad ganbrel roofs. Gher common features include the single-famly use and small
scale. Thedistrict's architectural significance lies inthe distinctive characteristics

HSTARCAL SSGNFH CANCE  Explain historical inportance of area and howthe area relates to the
devel opnent of other areas of the comunity.

Arch. Sig. (cont"d): of the Shingle and Col oni al Revival styles asthey were popul arized and
adapted to seaside residential construction inthe northeastern (see continuation sheet)

Hist. Sig.; TheColony's historical significance lies inits associationwith resortand
ensuing suburban devel opment i n Saansea at the t umof the20th century, atinme whenresidents
of neighboring industrialized cities such as Fall River sought altematives to urban Iiving.
Early owners of these hones were nmostly Fall River businessnen.

The |and upon which the Colony wasbuilt was known i nthe lata 17th century as Mattapoisett.
Purchased from King Philip of the Venpanoags by the Brentons of Newport, the territory was
conveyed i n 1693 to Sanuel Gardner and Ral ph Chapnan. The Gardner famly farmed nuch of the
sout hem portion of the territory—now known as Gardner's Neck i n South Swansea—tnti |
construction of the Fall River &Providence Railroad across the Neck in 1855. Wth the
railroad accessibility came subdivision of farms for the construction of summer hones in

the last quarter of the 19th century. Geater accessibhility generated by later transportation
i nprovenents such as the streetcar and the automobile contributed to steady suburbanization

of the Neck beginning inthe early 20th century.

In 1883 David Anthony, a founder of the Swift Meat Packing onpany of Fall River, purchased
Bay Point, or the southemti pof Gardner's Neck along M. Hope Bay. He operated a farmon
B BLI G3APHY and/ or REFEHRENES

MAl ester, Virginia and Lee. AField Quide to Arerican Houses. Alfred A Knopf, 1984.
Scully, Vincent J., Jr. TheShingle Style. Yale University Press, 1955.
Wight, Ois Aney. History of Snansea, Mass. 1917.
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INVMNTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Conmunity: Fom No:

KASSACHIETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION SWANSEA, MA. ,
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name MmME COLONY

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

Architectural Significance (continued) ..

states. This is anintact conplex of residences andis unique i n Swansea. The houses are
evocative of the simplified andinformal life at the shore, at that time, a newy evaluated
condition of Anerican living.

Al'though the character andthe significance of this district isinthe simlarities of the
cottages, there are a fewvariations within the ganbrel roof theme. Built in 1896, No. 28
Mattapoi setts Avenue (F-148) was the first residence of the Colony. | tis atwo-story,
three-bay structure which is distinguished by it sganbrel roof with dornmers, a w apped
porch with plain colums, anoffset single chimey, andthe unifying wood shingle

exterior. Neighboring No. 15 Mattapoisett Avenue (F-147) was built in 1898. Thisi s

also a two-story gambrel, however, with four-ba*s and .a three-sided porch, part of which

is typically enclosed. Tnere is atriple shed dormer with twoover twolights, echoing

the other windows. This cottage was designed andhbuilt by itsowner, AT. Marvel from
Fall River. Nos. 28 and 15 Mattapoisett Avenue are two of the nmost preserved cottages
of The Colony as they are still sunjner residences.

The third cottage built in The Colony in 1905was No. 1536 Gardner Neck Road (F-152) and
retains al |l the regular features such as two-story, ganbrel roof, open and enclosed porch
and shed dornmers. However, i t has a center gable under which is an enclosed porch that
is directly over the front porch.

Built in 1920, No. 1562 Gardner Neck Road i s the southernnpst cottage directly on M.

Hope Bay. Visually cut off from the other cottages of The Colony with dense |andscaping,
this residence has departed from the design of the typical Colony cottage, having undergone
extensive rebuilding duetothe 1938 and 1954 hurricanes.

Anot her cottage of the 1920s i s No. 35 Mattapoi sett Avenue. Tne original was |arger but
now retains the large garden t othe east of the cottage as well as a six-stall garage/
stable of original fabric. Theresidence i s anodest structure not unlike the others

in size and setting, however, i tis a Dutch Colonial that diverges from the characteristic
Col ony house inthat it has no porch andi s not shingled.

A vemacul ar Colonial Revival cape at 45 Mattapoisett Avenue is also conpatible witht he
earlier houses in size, scale, and materials but features a broad, |ow pitched gable roof
rather than the ganbrel roof of the other cottages. The house at 1550 Gardner's Neck Road
is a contenporary' cottage built ca. 1950.

Staple to lnventory form at bottom



I NVENTCRY FCRM CONTI NUATI ON SHEET Cor onuni ty: For m Nb:
MASSACH EETTS H STCR CAL QOM'SSI ON S/NBK see 5 ;
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: ThGGolony H D

Indicate each item on inventory formwhich i s being continued bel ow.

Historical Significance (continued)

the westernend of the property until 1895, when hebuilt alarge Queen Anne house,
now 98 Bay Point Avenue (1895, MHC #F149). Anthony's house i sone of the earliest
surmer hones on Gardner's Neck. In 1895 Anthony sold "four acres across fromhis

farnmhouse", the present Colony property, to Robert A WIlcox and Eric Borden. The
parcel was divided into eleven lots with aprivate road (Mattapoisett Avenue) extending
fromGrdner's Neck Road to the river. Unique tothis devel opment was the fact that

the owners were deeded certain rights i ncomon: use of the private road, right-of-way
|to t he beach and boat |anding area, and use of the well water then drawn fromtwo of the
ots.

According toplot plans, seven famlies purchased Iots inthe devel opnent for the
construction of summer hones between 1896 and 1902. At |east two of the original houses, the
vernacular Shingle Style cottages closest tothe Lee's River, are extant. @Qne cottage

bel onging t o Abner P. Bavol, owner of a Fall River mill, is 28Mattapoisett Avenue (1895,

MC #F148). TYdsresidence was bhuilt by J M Darling of Fall River, and nay have. been

desi gned by Edward Marv'el, a local architect then active i nthe devel opment of the Neck.

The second cottage, 15 Mattapoisett Avenue (1898, MHC #F147), was owned by Annie P. Mar\'el
and desi gned by Edward Marvel, Shingle Style houses, though conparatively rare i nthe

i mredi ate region, were typically associated with this type of coastal resort devel opnment

in the 1880s and 1890s. [MHS 147]

The district's remaining houses reflect the steady suburbanization of Gardner's Neck i nthe ,
early decades of the 20th century. Theganbrel-roofed Colonial Revival at 1536 Gardner's
Neck Road (ca. 1905, MHC #F152), i stypical of local suburban construction of its period
in Snansea. Later but visually conpatible houses include the Dutch Colonial Revival

H M Prescot House (ca. 1920, MHC #F165), built onthe site of anearlier houseof

ca. 1902, and the vemacul ar Colonial Revival cape at 45 Mattapoisett Avenue (ca. 1930).
It i sunclear whether this cape, analtered Colonial Revi'val anchoring the southem end of
the devel opment at 1562 Gardner's Neck Road (ca. 1920, NHC #F154), and t he contenporary
house at 1550 Gardner's /.eck Road (ca. 1950), were built onsites of earlier sunmmer
cottages i nthe Colony. Severe hurricanes in 1938 and 1954 account f or the extensive
rebui l ding of #1562 and possibly the newconstruction at #1550, asthese two |ots have
direct water frontage. Nonetheless, the lots and cottages at this southeastern tip

of Gardner's Neck retain their identity asthe Colony seaside community of South Snaansea.

Verbal Boundary Description and Justification ;

The Colony Historic District consists of all lots conprising the 1896 subdivision known
as the Colony. Althoughtwo of theoriginal lots support contenporary or noncontributing
buil dings, the devel opment maintains its identity asasingle unit. Seeattached assessor's

mp for boundaries.

Staple t olnventory form at bottom
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Property None: THE GO.ONT
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Bi bli ography and/or References (continued)

Assessors Records - Swnansea

Deeds - Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Fall River, NM\:
- DM Anthony t oRobert A- W lcox and Eric Borden - 1896, Book 31, p. 287.

Plans - Bristol County Registry of Deeds, Fall River, M\
"The Col ony" by Robert A Wl cox and Eric Borden - 1901, Pl an Book 3, p. 19.

Massachusetts Historical Conmssion State Survey Team Historic and Archaeol ogi cal
Resour ces of Sout heast Massachusetts. Boston: M 1982.

Staple to Inventory form at bott yp



District Data Sheet
The Colony Historic District, Svansea, Massachi.;sdts

Mat> *MHC*  Historic Name Street Address Date of Saus  Sle Resource
Construction
401 K32 156 GardnerssNeck Rd.  ca 1906 C Colonid Rev. B
stone f/'all ca 190 NC S8
4012A — — 1550 Gardner'sNeck Rd. ca 1950 NC B
40/3B F14 — 1582 Gardner's Neck Rd.  ca 1920 NC at.Co.Rev. B
40/4 F47 A.T.Marvel H2 15 Mattapoisett Avenue 1898 C Shingle Style B
garage ca 1990 NC B
40/5 ri48 A.P.Dawl Hoiise 28 Mattapoisett Avenue 18% C Shingle Style B
40/6 FI66 H.M. Prescot H2 3B Mattapoisett Avenue  ca 1920 C Dutch Colonial B
garage ca 19 C B
07 — — 45 Mattapoisett Avenue  ca 1930s C Colonid Rev. B

Key: Magp* = sheet number of assessor's map/property number in district
Capitd letter & end of property number denotes noncontributing property

C = contributing NC = noncontributing B = building S. = dte &. = structure O = object

contributing noncontributing

Buildings 6 3
Stes 0 0
Str\x;tures 0 1
Objects 0 0
Totd 6 4



NPS Fomi

(Me)

o mHpfim®Ne ro»«Ot»

United states Department of the Interior

National Park Service
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Continuation Sheet

Section number Page
Snansea MRA Date Listed
Bristol County, MASSACHEETTS
ANV toSfarfltTa fisriVv [NANANNANNAN
Stered In tte /
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