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1. Name
historic TURNER FALLS HISTORIC DISTRICT
and/or common SAME
2. Location ANT A
street & number Multiple .'4"4not for publication
city, town ~ontagwe vicinity of congressional district first
state Massachusetts code 025 county FEranklin code Oil
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
X district public X. occupied agriculture museum
building(s) private unoccupied commercial park
structure At-both work in progress educational -C-  private residence
site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious
object IVf* in process yes. restricted y government scientific
being considered JE yes: unrestricted X industrial transportation
no military other:

4. Owner of Property

name Ivhiltiple (see attached list)

street & number

city, town vicinity of state /fim~chlA5dtb

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Franklin Coixaty Register of Deeds
street & number 425 Mai n Street
city, town Greenfield state Massachusetts 01301

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Inventory of theHistoric Assets . . ,
iN? of t he Gomonveal th has this property been determined elegible? yes y>no

date 1979 .federal X state county local

depository for survey records Ma.g”arhn.qgett<; Higtoriral rnmmi'**im

city, town Boston state Mass. 02108



7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent deteriorated N unaltered X original site
X good ruins altered moved date
X fair unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Tumers Falls Historic District is located on a knoll aong the eastem bank of the
Connecticut River near the falls fromwhich it gains its name Tumers Falls is one of
five villages which together coirprise the town of Montague. The district is approximately
130 acreshj.n size and contains over 275 properties. |t consists of a cohesive grouping

of industrial, residential, commercial, institutional %religious structures built mostly
between 1866 and 1836 in accordance with Alvah Crocker's original concept of a planned
industrial community. The industrial and commercial buildings are of either brick or
clapboard. Residential structures represent a wide variety
of single and multi-family configurations. In each building type, there are may fine
examples of late nineteenth century vemacular design. A large proportion of the original
buildings are extant, and there are only a few incompatible intrusions from this century.

The district was developed according to a plan laid out in 1867 by William P. Crocker and
Charles W. Hazelton. A basic coirponent of the plan was to develop mill sites along the
river which would obtain water to power their machinery from the new power canal and dam
system. The rest of the village was laid out in a horizontal grid pattem with the man
avenues labelled alphabetically and the cross streets numerically. Avenue A was designed
a a 100-foot wide tree-lined avenue v*ile other streets are 60 feet wide.

The concrete dam of 1912-15 is the fifth dam on the site and replaced the stone and wood
crib dan of 1867. Built by the Bates-Rogers Construction Compay of Chicago, the dafti is
1,035 feet long and 3 feet high. New gates, spillway and fish ladder were added in iJie
1970's. The present canal was conpleted c. 1912 when the 1867 canal was widened, deepened,
and lenthened 1-% miles to Mantague City.

The original bridges over the canal were bmlt by the Tumers Falls Conpany to proAnde access
to the mills. The present bridges include a 1912 footbridge below the Esleeck mills and the
1912 Sixth Street bridge. Both were built by the Eastem Bridge and Structural Coirpany and
are variations of a Pratt truss design. The Tumers Falls-Sill Bridge spanning the Connect-
icut River was conpleted in 1938 and, at the time, was the longest bridge in the state. It
was built by D. O'Connell and Sons of Holyoke at a cost of over $1,000,000.

The Keith Paper Mill (#10) is a grouping of brick industrial buildings dating from 1877, with
additions in 1892 and 1906. The main mill is a four-story, pitched-roof structure with dormer
windows, dentilled comices and projecting stairtowers. The buildings remain largely intact,

except for remova of the tower ct;polas, changes to some of the rooflines and remova of the

original conpany offices.

The Esleeck Manufacturing Conpany (#11) is housed in the buildings of the Marshall Paper
Conpany, an 1896 conplex of brick industrial structures. The dominant mess is a long four-
story, flat-roofedmill vdJiich features rhythmically spaced, segmenta arched windows and

a brick dentilled comice.

Further south slong the canal stands the Tumers Fall Cotton Mill (#13) founded by Joseph
Griswold of Colrain. The three-story brick stmcture features a square tower at the east end.
The building is 290 feet long and has a 100 x 50-foot ell to the south. The simple restrained
design includes segmental arched window heads and is significant for its well-preserved
architectural integrity.

At the head of Avenue A just below the dam are the last remaining buildings of the Montague
Paper Conpany x#59).
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4-18i, 186
4-182

4 - 183
4-184, 185

4-173, 176,177
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Park', Avenue A at Sixth
Street

St. Anne's Church

St. Anne's Rectory

St. Anne's School

15 Fifth Street

23 Fifth Street

10 Fourth Street

12 Fourth Street

18 Fourth Street

Fourth Street | ot

7 Fourth Street

DATE ENTERED

PAGE

Omer's Nane and Addr ess

Town of Mont ague

St. Anne's Church
J Street,
Turners Falls 01376

St. Anne's Church
J Street
Turners Falls 01376

St. Anne's Church
J Street
Turners Falls D1376

W & ME Shanahan
11 Mont ague Street
Turners Falls 01376

J. W &ME Shanahan

11 Montague Street
Turners Falls 01376

Vincent & Theresa Ferland
10 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

Edith Riel
12 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

Paul andRonal d Desilets
PQ Box 161
Greenfield 01301 .

Virginia Ritter
152 Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376

Hel en Shul da
7 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376
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4 - 175

4-174

4-170

4- 169

4- 166

4- 165

ITEM NUMBER

Building Address

11 EDiirth Street.

13 Fourth Street

15 Fourth Street

Youth Center _
(Fourth Street Jail)

Ameri can House
25 Fourth Street

Third Street

(near Canal)

14-16 Third Street

22 Third Street

Od T.F Fire Dept.

26-28 Third Street

30 Third Street
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Onner's Nane and Addr ess
J3onald & Gail Miller

-335 Geen River Road .

Greenfield

Benjamin and Alice Chittick
13 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376 ' ' '

John Giknis.
94 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

Town of Mont ague ;

American House of Turners Fall
c/o Royal Fontain

25 Fourth Street

Turners Falls 01376

/ 1

Qui nneht uk Co.

174 Brush Hill Avenue

W Springfield 01889

John Giknis e
94 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

Thonmas & Thonmas Rodnmakers, LTD.
22 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

Thonmas & Thomas Rodnakers, LTD.
22 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376 .

Edward Fugere
28 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

Edwar d Fugere
28 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376
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47 4-163 « o Thi:~d' Street v Mont ague | ndustries
QO Montague Machi ne Co.
Avenue A

Turners Falls 01376

48 4-281, 282 38 Third Street Peter G ossnan
S Cross Road
Gill RD
Turners Falls 01376

49 4-48 Third Street El i zabeth Dorrance
24 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

50 4-51 25 Third Street Gene M Beaubi en
25 Third Street.
Turners Falls 01376

51 4-352, 53 29 Third Street John & Eva Baranoski
38 N Hillside- Road
South Deerfield

4-54 33 Third Street Peter G ossnan
South Cross Road
Gill RD
Turners Falls

53 4-55 39 Third Street Alfred & Sophie Desautels
39 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

54 4-49, 50 24 Second Street El i zabeth Dorrance
24 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

55 4-56 28-30 Second Street El i zabeth Dorrance
24 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

56 4-42, 43, 46 Second Street El i zabeth Dorrance
24 Second. Street
Turners Falls 01376



IBev 10-741

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OK THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEVED JUL 2 8 1980
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORICPLACES

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED

CONTINUATION SHEET. ITEM NUMBER PAGE

PROPERTY OWNERSHIP

top Nb. | Assessor's Map No. Bui I di ng Addr ess Owner's Nane and Addr ess
57 4-280-"'- oo Pi oneer Li tho ildwin GillespieJr. &Jeffrey
JManni ng

Franklin Savings Institution
Greenfield 01301

58 4-44 First Street | ot El i zabeth Dorrance
24 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

59 4-1 Mont ague Paper Co. Edwin Gillespie and Jeffrey
Bui | dings, First St. Manni ng
Franklin Savings Institution
Greenfield 01301

60 Park and WY nenori al Town of Montague
61 Bank Bl ock Edmund R Duni can
4-57 54 Avenue A P.Q . Box 346
| -urners Falls 01376
62 , M-58 Allen Bl ock Lillian Sabato
60- 62 Avenue A 60 Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376
63 4-60 Avenue Al ot El i zabeth Dorrance
24 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376
64 4-61 74r 78 Avenue A John and Beverly Lynch
326 Mapl e Street
Springfield 01105
65 4-162 102 Avenue A Vyne and Barbara Thayer
18 W Il mark Avenue
Turners Falls 01376
66 4-149, 160, 161 104 Avenue A Cat herine Carlsen
49 Conway Street
Greenfield 01301
67 4-158 118 Avenue A Luci a and. Paul Trude

2 Congress Street
Greenfield 01301
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68 4-284- ; o Avenue Al ot W 1liam Kopanou
118 Avenue A
.Tnrners Falls 01376

4-187 o Hi bernia Bl ock Virginia Ritter
“ 152 Avenue A 152 Avenue A
TTiirners Falls 01376
3-15 Avenue A Robert -and Irene Lord
PQ Box 195

Erving 01344

71 3.79 168- 172 Avenue A Francis Silva
12 Strachen Street
Millers Falls 01349

72 3-16 Pi oneer National Bank First National Bank
1 Federal Street
Greenfield 01301

3-21 US Post Office, US Governnent
74 3-42 Town Park and VWV Town of Montague
Menori al
75 3-41 Carnegie Library Town of Montague
76 3-18,71 177-179 Avenue A John Giknis
94 L Street
Turners Falls 01376
77 3- 17 Turners Falls Inn Turners Falls Devel opnent Corp
(Hotel VI adish) P.Q Box 1033
Amher st 01002
78 4- 194-195 169-173 Avenue A Eugene Singl ey
119 Conway Street
Greenfield
79 4-193 Avenue A Qui nnehtvi k Cornpany

174 Brush Hill Road
W Springifled 01889
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80 4-191; 192 Rooney' s Shoes
81 4-189. Rooney's Cl ot hing
Store
4- 156 Qunn Bl ock
m Avenue A
4- 155 Conet Cl eaners
4-154 115 Avenue A
85 4-180 113 Avenue A
86 4-153 109 Avenue A
87 4-152 101- 103 Avenue A
4-62 Col l e Opera House
Avenue A
30 4-63, 64 Shea Theat er
Avenue A
$0 4-65 Avenue Al ot
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RECEIVEDjuL 2 8 1980
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PAGE

pwner's Nane and Address

Donal d J. Rooney
Brooksi de Avenue
Greenfield

Donal d J. Rooney
Brooksi de Avenue
Greenfield

Edward L. MCrea
110 Millers Falls Road
Turners Falls 01376

Harry Brenner
20 Sxinset Drive
Turners Falls 01376

W liam Kopanou
118 Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376

George Starbuck and Sons
115 Avenue A
Turners Falls

Vet erans of Foreign Wars
109 Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376

Stanley and Irene Dl ugosz
17 Bridge Street
Millers Falls

Renai ssance Church
PQ Box 281
Turners Falls 01376

Renai ssance Church
PQ Box 281
Turners Falls 01376

Renai ssance Church
PQ Box 281
Turners Falls, 01376
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91 4- 35 * | QOF Bl ock W IliamGardner

23 Avenue A 110 L Street

Turners Falls 01376

92 4-36 Avenue Al ot Edmund R Diani can
P.Q Box 346
Turners Falls 01376

93 4-4 Town Of fice Building Town of Mont ague
(Turners Falls Conpany)

94 6-12 66 K Street Wlliam J & K Lapointe

66 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
9i 6- 13 60 K Street Al'ida M Fugerfe

60 K Street

Turners Falls 01376

6-14 56 K Street Lionel Bourbeau

56 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
9? 6- 15, 16 38 K Street Herbert E & Dol ores G eene

38 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
98 6- 17 40 K Street Eugene Paulin

40 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
99 3-39 36 K Street Gertrude Broderick :

jo K Street

Turners Falls 01376
100 3-38 34 K Street Ral ph Sturtevant .

34 K Street

*Turners Falls 01376

101 3-40 62 Seventh Street TAnold Smth
62 Seventh Street
Turners Falls 01376
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102 4-277,278 K Street J.M Sr. andHV. Downs
Franklin Savings Institution
Greenfield

103 4-275; 276 24 K Street- Rose Mur phy
24 K Street
Turners Falls 01376

104 . 4-274 22 K Street Mitchell Darash
22 K Street
Turners Falls 01376

105 4-273 20 K Street St ephen and Tanma Fairbrother
20 K Street

Turner Falls 01376

4-272 16 K Street Paul Bassett
Nadeau Avenue
ffvurners Falls 01376

107 4-271 14 K Street John, Mary and Walter Dobosz
14 K Street
Turners Falls 01376
108 4-270 12 K Street Russel | and Hel en Dion
12 K Street
Turners Falls 01376
4- 268, 269 St. Stanislaus Society St. Stanislaus Society
6 K Street 6 K Street

Turners Falls 01376

110 4- 267 4 K Street Al bert Giknis
10 Marshal |l Street
Turners Falls 01376

111 4- 266 Turners Falls Athletic Turners Falls Athletic Club
Club(St. Mary's Tenper- Fifth Street
ance Soci ety) Turners Falls 01376
112 6- 25 Grace Met hodi st Church Grace Met hodi st Church
K Street

Turners Falls 01376
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124 N 4- 265 1 K Street TM and DL. Adanski
1 K Street
Tvurners Falls 01376
125 6-21 30 T Street Frances Bauch
30 T Street

Turners Falls 01376

126 4-257 » 75 Seventh Street Denni s Chol eva
75 Seventh Street
Turners Falls 01376

127 6-72,73,74 St. Mary's Church St. Mary's Church
and Rectory Seventh Street
Turners Falls D1376
128 4- 226, 254, 255. First Congregational First Congregational Church
256 » Church ' 79 Seventh Street

Turners Falls 01376

129 4- 248, 253 7 T Street Wlliam Gardner | | |
110 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

130 4- 243, 244 3 T Street Nellie Rastallis
QT Street
Turners Falls 01376

131 4-242 90 Fifth Street Gilbert Campbell.
90 Fifth Street
Turners Falls 01376

132 4-249, 250 140 L Street Wliliam Gardner [I1[»
110 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

133 4- 247 136 L Street Louis Valley
¥ T Street
.Turners Falls 01376

134 4-245, 246 132 L Street Thomas and G et chen Judd
Curtis Road

W nchester, NH J«
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113 6-24 39 K Street M chael Conway

39 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
114 6- 23 37 K Street- Sophi e Sokol osky

37 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
115 6- 22 35 K Street "phonse Gagne

'S K Street

Turners Falls 01376
116 6- 18 33 K Street Rudol ph Boudreau Jr .

107 Fairview Street

Greenfield
117 4- 258 69-71 Seventh Street Nora Ryan

71 Seventh Street
Turners Falls 01376

118 4- 259 17 K Street George and Gail LeBl anc

17 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
119 4- 260 13 K Street Bl anche Meyer

13K Street

Turners Falls 01376
120 4- 261 11 K Street James J. -Gregory e

11 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
121 4- 262 9 K Street Joseph Sierokoski

9 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
122 4- 263 7 K Street Carl Tetreault

7K Street

Turners Falls 013.76
123 4- 264 5 K Street Ednund Mol ongoski

5 K Street

Turners Falls 01376
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135 ' 4-241 - ,
136 1 6-27
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Building Address

98 Fifth Street

School Street |l ot

26 School Street

‘38 ‘ 6—34. ) ‘30 School Street -
|

« , 139

140

141

142

143

144

145

6-71

6-69,70

= 6-83

6-82 .

6-79

6-78

178 L Street

182 L Street
187 L Street

183-185 L Street

i
177-. L .eet
m
®

173 L Street

163-167 L Street

FOR NFSUSE ONLY

JuL 2 8 190

RECEIVED

DATE ENTERED

r

PAGE

(Owner's Name and Address

Dana M; Wojtkowski
20 Prospect Street

Turners Falls 01376
Edward Reum

26 School Street
Turners Falls 01376
Edward Reum

26 School Street
Turners Falls 01376
Rita M. Kasandi

30 School Street 'v;">,.
Turners Falls ' of '*
Antonia Sojka

c/o F. Sojka

178 L Street

Turners Falls 01376

Gladys Brostowski
182 L Street

Turners Falls 01376
Donald Skole

Linda Lane

Turners Falls 01376

Raymond Zukowski.
183 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

John Trask

l#?hl_ Street
urners Falls 01376

Steven and Marion Finer

Franklin Institution
for Savings
Greenfield 01301

Edward Dlugosz
Federal Street
Montague
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gdap No.
146

147

148

149

150

152

153

154

155

156

AN

Assessor's Map No.

6-76 ,

6-76

6-75

6-87

4-279

4-231, 232

4-230

4-229

4-227, 228

4-225

4-224

ITEM NUMBER

Buil ding Address

1 Col umbus Avenue

153 L Street

128 Seventh Street

Kni ghts of Col umbus

L Street

at Prospect

117 L

Street

111 L

Street

109 L

Street

105 L Street
103 L Street

128-130 Fourth Street

FOR NPS USE ONLY
RECEIVEQIUL 2 8 1980

DATE ENTERED ;

PAGE

Omer's Nane and Addrnss

El ks Lodge of Montague
#2521
1 Col umbus Avenue

Turners Falls 01376
Annie J. Lysiak

153 L Street

Turners Falls 01376

Virginia Stoughton
128 Seventh Street
Turners Falls 01376

Kni ghts of Col unbus
3 Col unmbus Avenue
Turners Falls 01376

Qui nneht uk Conpany

174 Brush Hill Road
West Springfield 01889
Frank Wel cone

117 L Street

Turners Falls 01376

Sabah E. Dawlettlnc.
P.Q Box 110
Turners Falls 01376
Sabah E Dawl et | nc.
P.Q Box 110

Turners Falls 01376

Olive DeGraffe
105 L Street
Turners Falls 01376
Al phonse San Souci e
103 L Street
Turners Falls 01376
A A and SA VWbb
761 Leyden Road
Greenfield 01301
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157 4-122 , 127 Fourth Street
158 4-121. " 87 L Street.
- 4-120 85 L Street
160 4-119 83 L Street
161 4-118 79 L Street f
162 4- 83 63 L Street
163 4-84 59 L Street
164 4-85 57 L Street
165 4- 86 55 L Street
166 4-87 \Y 130 Second Street
167 4-20, 283 25 L Street

FOR NPS USE ONLY
RECEIVEMY" 2 8 1980

DATE ENTERED p

PAGE

*Onner's Nane and Address

John Fuller and Carol Pal mer
Randal | Road
Mont ague 01351

Ri chard and Drena Breor
87 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

Christopher and Helen Doolittle
85 L Street
Turners Falls, 01376

Mary Trombly
83 L Street
Turners Falls, '03176

Beatrice Payne

QO Edward Moody

#9 Road . .
Rowe 01367

John Putala
63 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

Nor man and Jean Cl arke
59 L Street
Turners Falls Q376

Rut h Mboney and Danny Richards
57 L Street
Turners Falls, 01376

Weiss Realty Corp
119 Wells Street
Greenfield, 01301

Weiss Realty Corp.
119 Wells Street
Greenfield, 01301

Genevi eve and Phyllis Chol eva
25 L Street
Turners Falls 01376
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168

169

170

171

172 4-234 Spring Street John Marriott
325 S WIllard Street
Burlington, VI 05401
173 4-235 Spring Street Frank Carne
91 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376
174 4- 236, 237, 238 9 Spring Street victor and Cecile LaMuntain
9 Spring Street
Turners Falls 01376
175 4- 115 Fourth Street Geor ge Sazana
Davis Street
Turners Falls 01376
176 4-113,114 141 Fourth Street Jacob J. Ptak
141 Fourth Street
Turners Falls, 01376
177 4-104, 107, 108, Fourth Street Peter G ossnman
109 South Cross Road
Gill RD
Turners Falls 01376
178 4-116 136 Third Street John Stevens

4-19

4-17

4-16

4- 233, 239, 240

23 L Street

19 L Street

15 L Street

6 Spring Street

Bl anche and Ni edzwi edz
Czar necki

29 Mont ague Road
Turners Falls, 01376

William P. Devino
21 Pine Street
Greenfield 01301

Wal ter and Natalie Sokol owski

15 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

Eugene Prunier
6 Spring Street
Turners Falls -01376

136 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376
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Map No.

179

180

181

182

183

184

185

186

187

188

189

Assessor's Map No.

4-112

4-110,.111

4- 105, 106

4-90

4-91

4-96

4-97, 100, 101,

102

4-89

4-92

4-88

4-24

ITEM NUMBER

Buil di ng Addr ess

140 Third Street

144 Third Street

150 Third Street

133 Third Street

137 Third Street

Third Street

Garage, Third Street

Second Street

Her mann Sons Lodge

Second Street

Second Street

First Street at L

FOR NPS USE ONLY

RECEIVEDyL g 8 1980

DATE ENTERED;

PAGE

:Omner's Nane and Addr ess

* Frank Prue
140 Third Street
" Turners Falls, 01376

Janice W Brown
144 Third Street
Turners Falls, 01376

- Eleanor | . MCarthy
150 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

Eugene Sanori ski
133 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

Donal d and Charlotte WIIliams
137 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

victoria Warren
lvy Street,
Turners Falls 01376

Francis and Cynthia Ahearn
Turnpi ke Road
Turners Falls 01376

Alice A Sokol osky
30 Stevens Street
Turners Falls 01376

victoria Warren
lvy Street
Turners Falls, 01376

victoria Warren
lvy Street
Turners Falls, 01376

Sabah E Dawl ett | nc.
P QO Box 110
Txorners Falls, 01376
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Map No.
190

191

192

193

194

195

196

197

198

3. 199

200

gisisessor's Map "No.

4-31

4-81

4-126

4-125

4-124

4-123

4-199

4-222

4-220

4-221

4-196

ITEM NUMBER

Building Address

First Street
(site of Montague Paper

Tenenent Bl ock) - -.

58-62 L Street

L Street

84 L Street

88-90 L Street

94 L Street

104 Fourth Street

106 L Street

110 L Street

112 L Street

Fifth Street

DATE ENTERED '

PAGE

i Omer's Name and Address

Town of Mont ague

Frank Reipold
58 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

Stanl ey Garbiel
84 L Street
Turners Falls, 01376

Stanley Garbiel
84 L Street
Turners Falls, 01376

Julia M Saulnier et als.
70 High Street
Turners Falls 01376

John Giknis
94 L Street
Turners Falls 01376

Donal d Skol e
Li nda Lane
Turners Falls 01376

Estate of T.R White
g6 K Dion
106 L Street
Turners Falls, 01376

William and Edith Gardner
73 State Road
Millers Falls 01349

Al bert andDorothy Giknis
10 Marshall Street
Turners Falls 01376

Carl andRonald Lenois
56 Crescent Street
Turners Falls 01376
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201 4-200 o > 63 Fifth Street James Lonergane
63 Fifth Street
Turners Falls 01376

202 4-201 65 Fifth Street Joseph Baranowski
65 Fifth Street
Turners Falls 01376

203 4- 204 69 Fifth Street . » Cat herine Hughs
69 Fifth Street
Turners Falls 01376

204 4-204 73 Fifth Street Shirley A Foster
73 Fifth Street
Turners Falls 01376

205 4- 206 75 Fifth Street Paul Smith
75 Fifth Street
Turners Falls, 01376

i: 206 4-210 79 Fifth Street Jean Roy
25 El m Street
Greenfield 01301

207 4-211 81-83 Fifth Street Donal d Skol e
Linda Lane
Turners Falls- 01376

208 417213 85-89 Fifth Street Sabah E. Dawlett, I nc.
P.Q Box 110
Turners Falls, 01376

209 4-217, 218 91 Fifth Street Herbert Adams
91 Fifth Street
Turners Falls, 01376

210 4-219 95 Fifth STreet Donal d Skol e
Linda Lane
Turners Falls 01376

211 4-190 56 Fourth Street Charles Donovan Jr .
56 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376
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212 4-197 60 Fourth Street Arthur andMary Charron
60 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

213 4-198. 66 Fourth Street Oonald andGail Miller
335 Green River Road
Greenfield

214 4-202 74 Fourth Street Sabah E. Dawlett, I nc.

P.Q Box 110
Turners Falls 01376

215 4-203 78 Fourth Street Rita B. Przybala
78 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

216 4- 207 80 Fourth Street Joseph Zak and Joseph Zak Jr .
80 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

217 4-208 82 Fourth Street John Zukowski
82 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

218 4-209 84 Fourth Street T.J. Legere andB M Wasi el ewski
67 Mont ague Road
Turners Falls _ 01376

219 4-212 86-88 Fourth Street James andAmelia Baird
8 Dell Street
Turners Falls 01376

220 4-214 90 Fourth Street Walter Wojtkowski
20 Prospect Street
Turners Falls 01376

221 4-216 94 Fourth Street Paul ine Kozik
94 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

222 4-147 69 Fourth Street Shirley Johnson andDonal d Baron
14 High Street
Turners Falls 01376
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223 4- 146
224 i 4-142
225 4-138

226 4-137

227 4-136

228 4-131
229 4-130

230 4-129

231 " 4-151
232 4-148, 149
233 4-145

ITEM NUMBER

Building Address

83 Fourth Street

87 Fourth Street

89 Fourth Street

91 Fourth Street

93 Fourth Street

99 Fourth Street

101 Fourth Street

101 Fourth Street

Third Street

70 Third Street

74 Third Street
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.Onmer's Nanme and Address

. Warren-and Lenore Thomas

168 Montague City Road
Turners Falls 01376

Anna Schnei der
87 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

George A Stone
89 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

Marie Verrier
91 Fourth Street
Turners Falls D1376

Frank Waraksa
93 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

W IliamBeaubi en
24 High Street
Turners Falls 01376

Mary A Pipione
101 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

Sandra Richotte
94" Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

Adel bert and Barbara Gerry
Cross Street
Bernardston

Renai ssance Church
P.Q Box 281
Turners Falls 01376

Raynond Denkewi cz
Federal Street
Millers Falls
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234

235

236

237

238

239

240

241

242

243

244

Assessor's Map No.

4-144 »

4-143

4-141

4-139- 140

4-134, 135

4-133

4-132

4-128

4-127

4- 69

4-67

ITEM NUMBER

Buil ding Address

76-78 Third Street

80 Third Street

82 Third Street

86 Third Street

96-98 Third Street

100-104 Third Street

106 Third Street

110 Third Street

116 Third Street

John Russell Cutlery
Bl ock

60 Second Street

DATE ENTERED :

PAGE

Omer's Name and Address

Francis Carne
91 Fourth Street
Turners Falls 01376

Al bert andJulian Saulnier
70 High Street
Turners Falls 01376

Bessi e E. Baker
82 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

Renai ssance Church
P.Q Box 281
Turners Falls 01376

James and Joanne Mayrand
11 Main Street
Turners Falls 01376

Jacqueline Enond
104 Third Street,
Turners Falls 01376

Estate of Mary Grigo
QO Earl Duncan
106 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

Ailna King
110 Third Street
Turners Falls 01376

Donal d Skol e
Linda Lane
Turners Falls 01376

Ri chard and Robert Abuza
181 Main Street
Nort hhampton 01060

Peter Grossman

S Cross Road

Gill RFD

Turners Falls 01376
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i Map No.
245

246

247

248

249

250

251

252

253

254

255

256

Assessor's Map No.
4-68

4-70

4-71

4-72

4-73

4-74

4075

. 4-76

4-77

4-79

4- 340

4-33

ITEM NUMBER

Building Address
64-68 Second Street

70-72 Second Street

76

80

84

88

92

94

Second

Second

Second

Second

Second

Second

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

Street

100 Second Street

104 Second Street

67 Second Street

75 Second Street
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Omner's Nane and Address

Peter Grossman

S Cross Road,

Gill RFD

Turners Falls 01376

Al bert and Sellena Vel ander
72 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

Thomas and Gretchen Judd
Curtis Road
W nchester, NH 01376

Weiss Realty Corp.
119 Wells Street
Greenfield

Edwar d Cadr an
84 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

Weiss Realty Corp.
119 Wells Street
Greenfield, 01376

Ashl ey WWbb
761 Leyden Road
Greenfield 01301

Mary F. Hanl ey
94" Second' Street
Turners Falls 01376

Julia Tobey
100 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

Vincent and Theresa Ferl and
104 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

Robert and Marguerite Bourbeau
67 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

WM and J. Krol
75 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376
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257 i 4-32
258 4-30
259 4-29
260 4-28
261 4-27
262 4-26 4
263 4-25
264 4-23
265 4-22
266
lai
| NTRUSI ONS
4-178, 179
4- 39, 40

ITEM NUMBER

Building Address
77 Second Street

79 Second Street-

83 Second Street

87 Second Street

91 Second Street

97 Second Street

99 Second Street

| 03 Second Street

107 Second Street

B&M Railroad Right-

of - Wy . v

Canal Street(shop)

Escott's Service

Station

FOR NPS USE ONLY
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PAGE

Omer's Nane and Address

Donal d Skol e
Li nda Lane
Turners Falls 01376
Warren and Sylvia Pervere
79 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

Al fred Courtemanche
83 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

Charles H Enmery
87 Second Street

Turners Falls 01376
Donal d Skol e

Linda Lane

Turners Falls 01376

Anna M Goehner
97 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

Richard Griesback
99 Second Street
Turners Falls 01376

John F. Vasquez
PQ Box 301
Greenfield 01301
Renai ssance Church
PQ Box 281
Turners Falls 01376
Bost on and Mai ne Railroad
150 Causeway Street
Boston, MA 02114

Ri chard and Ruth Dubois
62 Turnpi ke Road

Turners Falls 01376
Robert Escott

4 Avenue A

Turners Falls 01376
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C - 4-41 Cumberl and Farms Store V.S H Realtylnc.
777 Dedham Street
Canton 02021
4-59 Carney's Restaurant Carney's Restaurant, I nc.
66 Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376
£ 4-188 Fireside Restaurant Loui s and Susan Grader
13 West Street
Greenfield 01301
3-37 St. Kazimerg's Hall St. Kazimerg's Society, I nc.
Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376
3-36 Greenfield Savings Couture Bros.
Bank 187 Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376
H 3-34, 35 187 Avenue A Couture Bros.
187 Avenue A
Turners Falls 01376
3-20 New Engl and Tel ephone New Engl and Tel ephone and Tel .
Company Conpany
85 Franklin Street
Bost on, 02107
4- 66 * Aubuchon Har dwar e William E' Aubuchon Jr, Trust
95 Aubuchon DRi ve
Westm nster 01473
K 4-37 Sha” Gl en Sanuel | . Couture
Rest aur ant Mount ai n Road
Gill RFD
Turners Falls 01376
4-82 Sunoco Station Robert Beaubi en
Beaubi en Sunoco
Third Street
Turners Falls 01376
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B.P. Station

Polish Co-op
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Royal Greenfield, I nc.
229 Al bany Street
Springfield

Polish Co-operative Stores,
96 Fourth Street
Tiirners Falls 01376

I nc
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Description #7 (cont) Thearched center entrance i s decorated with aterracotta
archivolt. The wider bays and unusual terracotta detailing reflect the c. 1910 date
of constnction while still creating astrong sense of continuity with the earlier
bui I dings surrounding it.

The historic character of Avenue Ais defined by the three and four-story brick conm
ercial blocks which line the MIlage's main conmercial street. These buildings,
nearly all of which are free-standing, were built inthe 1870's and 1880's, and
feature strong simlarities inmassing, materials, comce details and w ndow trim
of the storefrontsfeature [arge plate-glass wndows and cast-iron col ums,
and are well-scaled to the pedestrain streetscape. Anongthe earliest stnctures
still extant are the Independent Organization of Foresters Block (#91), the Colle
(pera House (#88) and the O app Block (F, south section).

The Colle (pera House of 1874 wvas desi ?ned by EC Gardner of Springfield for Fred Colle.
The three-story brick stmcture has afine stone storefront which has undergone m ni mal
change. Uper story w ndows have pointed segmental -arched hoods which add a slightly
Gothic flair. Recent polychrone paintingof the facades detracts from the or|_gi| nal
desi ?n. Just north of the hall stands the Shea Theater, a two-story brick building
conpleted in 1927 to house a nore nodemmovi e house and theater.

At the comer of Second Street aml Avenue Ais the Bank Block (#61), athree-storybrick
bl ock with a handsone carved granite storefront. The facade is organized in three
sections and originally had aiayram d-shaPed roof atop the northeast comer. The
storefronts feature granite colunmms with tloral capitalsand shafts, fancy wought -

ilron grilles and carved stone steps. Thestorefront design is repeated on the side

el evation.

The Carn_el_%ie Library (#75) of 1905 ishbuilt of Fonanbuff brick inthe Georgian Revival
style"!" Thethree-bay facade includes apedinented paVillion inthe center bay. A
high-relief nodillioned com ce and frieze surround the building, while the tall
round-ar ched w ndows feature stained glass transons and terracotta trim The intom
patible wooden entry vestibule is alater addition.

The district includes six church structures as well as nunerous other buil dings which
have been associated with religious groups and fratemal organizations. The First
Congregational Church (#128& was buil't inthe Queen Ane Style and confines clapboards,
patterned shingles and stickwork in afanciful design.

Across Seventh Street stand St. Mary's Church and Rectory (#127). The church i s a hand-
sone Ronanesque Revival design inbrick. Theadjacent rectory i s a Second Enpire
residence with adecorative com ce and nansard roof.
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Description # 7 (cont) St. Anne's Church (#26) i s apromnent comer structure which
features |ancet-arched wndows and brick buttressesinatraditional Gothic Revival
design. East of the church i s a Queen Anne style Rectory (#27) of brick with a
pattenmed shinglebay and half-tinmber dormer. Tothe north stands St. Ane' s School
(#28), and 1896 brick school house of 2% stories with a steep hipped roof and a center
pavillion. Awprojecting around-arched entry porch of later date franes the R chard-
soni an arched entrance.

The present Lodge of Elks Building (#146) is a Stick Style design wth half-tinmber
gables. It previouslyserved as aUnitarian Gurch. The Tumers Falls Athletic
dub (#111) was formerly a church and conbi nes short |ancet arch panel s above the
w ndows with pattened shingles and a two-stage gabled entrance pavillion. This
pavillion originally projected nuch higher above the roofline.

The original plan of the village isstill inplace today and results inthe visually
coherent streetscapes which remain largely intact. Later devel opment is concentrated
along portions of Avenue A These intmsions include Aubuchon's Har dwere, gJ) Newv
Engl and Tel ephone, (1) GeenfieldSavings Bank, (G St. Kazimerg's Hall, (?) Canmey's
Restaurant, (D Fireside (B and Qunberland Farns (C). Several gas stations of incom
F]aHbIe design are scatteredthroughout the district. The mpjority of structures,
owever, retain their or|ﬂ| nal apﬁearance with only mnor alterations. (ollective3.y:7:
they contribute to the cohesive character and arihitectural integrity of this late
nineteenth century NewEngl and industrial village.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Checit and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric /< community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic . conservation law . science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature . sculpture
1600-1699 architecture . education military . social/
1700-1799 art . engineering music humanitarian
1800-1899 commerce exploration/settlement philosophy . theater

_JL-1900- communications X industry politics/government . transportation

invention . other (specify)
Specific dates 1867-1895 Bui | der/ Archi tect E||a§2| tbgnw IlTiamP - Crocker, CW

Statenent of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Tuners Falls Historic District possesses integrity of |ocation, design, setting,
materials and workmanship. Thedistrict i s associatedw th events that have nade a

direct contribution to the industrial devel opnent of the nation; it is associatedwth

the lives of persons significant inthe devel opment of the area and enbodi es distinctive
characteristics of the type, period and nethods of constnction typical of late nineteenth
century industrial communities of Massachusetts, and particulariy of the Connecticut

River Val | ey.

The Tumer Falls Historic District %ai ns its significance as arare surviving exanple
of aplanned industrial community of the 1860's. It was laid out and devel oped with

the express p .~pose of capitalizing onthe abundant water sinply andthe technol ogi cal
devel opnent s which nade it possibleto harness the river's energy to power the mlls.

The town reached the peak of its economc pro\s;ﬁerity inthe first quarter of the twentieth
centurr and gai ned the ni cknane "Hone of the Wiite Coal ." The town i s associated with
several promnent busi nessnen, including Colonel Alvah Orocker and Bemard N Farren,
whose contributions t o the town' s devel opment were substantial. Thehistoric district

Is anarchitecturally cohesive grouping of indxistrial, conmercial and residential
stnmctures which date fromthe 1870's and 1880's andretain their original integrity,

with very few exceptions.

Tuners Falls gains its nan@ fromthe historic "Falls Fght'? of 1676, when Captain

WIliam Tuner attacked a group of Patunket aiid other”lndians.

who were canped at the falls. Mre than 300 Indians died i nthe battle, while Turner
reportedly lost only asingle nan. Despite the victory. Captain Tumer and his nen
were retreating from battle when a surprise Indiancounter-attackresulted inthe
death of 40 nen, including Tuner. The nane for the village was selectedto conmenorate t he
early history of the general area.

The earliest settlement of Tumers Falls didnot occur until 1792, when a canal and
damwer e proposed by the Proprietors of the Uper Locks and Canal s of the Connecti cut
River. Thelocks and canal s, when conpleted 1 n 1798, fornmed avital [ink inthe 300
mles of uninterrut)ted waterways fromVells River, Vernont to Hartford, Connecticut.
The canal remained i nactive usethrough the 1840's. Theintroduction of rail service
into the regionin 1846 quickly ledto the decline of the |ess-efficient river trans-
portation, and by 1856 the canal had been abandoned.

The history of the present Tuners Falls settlenent dates from 1866, the year that

Col onel Alvah Grocker of Fitchburg first visited the area and detennined that he woul d
create aEI anned industrial community, nodelled after the successful devel opnent of
cities like Lowell and Holyoke. Orocker andhis associates bought the entire stock

of the defunct ProEri etors of the Uoper Locks and Canal s, and eventual | y acquired 700
acres of land i nthe Tunmers Falls area.
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Verbal boundary description and justification- Beginning at the southeast comer of the district at
the comer of L and 9th Streets, the southem edge follows the rear property lines of the south-
em side of School Street to K Street; then south on K Street to the edge of #94 and west along
the edge of the Towmn Park to the west side of Avenue A; then north on Avenue A to 7th Street,

List all states andcounties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code
state code county code
11. Form Prepared By

namefite Candace Jenkins with Margo Webber

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission dete May 1980
dregt & number 294 Washington Street telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston, date Massachusetts 02108

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state/is:

national state local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer forthe National Historic Preservation Actof 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion inthe National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to thecriteria and procedures setforth Js*he Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature n

tite Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission “ae

For HCRS use only
| hereby certify that this property is included Inthe National Register

date
Keeper of/The Natignal Register

/Attest: date
Chief of Registration

GPO 938 835
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#3 Significance (cont) The namewas ctenged to the Tumers Falls Girpany, and the conpany
was relieved by the State Legislatureof its obligationto naintain the abandoned canal
for navigation. The conpany was then enpowered to build adam and a new canal, and

a new canal, and to lease or sell water for power purposes. The new power canal was
built along tlie route of the earlier canal. Awood and stone crib dam was conpleted

on March 20, 1867. It had a 30-foot fall and power equal to 30,000 horse-pover. | n
1867, the first water rights were purchased by the Tumers Falls Lunier Gonpany

whi ch stood on the Gill shore of the Connecticut River.

Qrocker's plan for Tuners Falls was to attract a nijniber of industries to settle . ;
the new town and to purchase water rights fromthe Tumers Falls Gonpany. H' s

devel oprent concept was to sell mill sites along the river to these conpanies and to
sell individual building lots inthe town to the m || workers who woul d cone t o work
in the mlls. The lots along Avenue Awere desi g?nat ed for conmercial devel opnent by
i ndi vidual businessnmen and woul d provide all of the services to acconmodate the new
residential commnity. The plan for the townwas laid out by WIliamP. G ocker, the
Col onel *'s brother, vho was acivil engii neer, and by his young assistant, Charles

W Hazelton. Col. QGocker had recentlybeen involvedin constnction of the Hoosac
Tunnel, serving as a State Coomssioner, and attracted Bemard N Farren, an engineer
for the Hoosac Tunnel, to cone to Tumers Falls to design and build the new canal.
Farren renained i n Tumers Falls, becane a promnent businessman i nthe comunity,
t():uilt the Farren House and |ater founded the Farren Menorial Hospital in Mntagque

ity.

The devel opment of Tumers Falls was slowto occur, due Iargel}/.to thenational
econonm c recession i nthe years following the Civil Wr. The financial crisis in
1874 al so hanpered the rapid industrial devel opment Col. O ocker had hopedto attract.

Orocker's efforts to attract industryto the Tuners Falls site weresuccessfull
realized i n 1868 when the John Russell Manufacturing Gonpany (site #9) of Geenfield
acquired the first mll site and water rights. The conpany vas founded i nGeenfield
in 1826 and was famous for its fine qual|t?/.cut|ery. |'tsGeen River knives werein
reat denand by pioneers and trappers settling the Vst. The conpany's noveto
unmers Falls eamed it recognition as the singlelargest cutlery factory inthe
world at the time. The factorg contai ned 200, 000 square feet of floor space and was
designed to eventually house 1200 enpl oyees. The two and four-story brick buildings,
with arunning length of 2,000 feet, were arranged i na rectangle w th a nachi ne
shop running through the center of the courtyard. The shops were arranged so that
one operation followed another inacircuit route.

The Cutlerywas at its peak when it noved to Tumers Falls, but the nove narked a
downtumi n the conpany’'s profits. Yet the Cutlery provided jobs for over one
third of the village's residents and was a mainstay of its econony. The conpany
was reorganized in 1873 under the nane of the John Russell Cutlery Gonpany with a
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captial investment of $450,000. By 1892 it was producing 2500 dozen pieces of cutlery
daHV, including 150 varieties of pocket knives. The conpany continued i n business
until 1938 when it was acquired by the Anerican Optical Conpany. The Cutlery works
were noved to Southbridge. The buil di ngs housed a gasnask manufacturer and cabi net
naker prior to being denolished.

The next major mll site to be devel oped was the Montague Paper Conpany (site #9, #59)
built in18/1 onasite just bel owthe dambul kheaH” The conpany was started by Al vah
Qrocker and Edw n Bul ki e?/. 't vas one of the largest and best equi pPed for the nan
ufacture of paper. Itsfirst manager, George E Marshall, was I argely responsible

for its successful start. The m |l buildingseventually grewto over 900 feet of
river frontage. The conpany's first product was newsprint, and book-paper was added
later. The conpany nmanufactured its ownsupply of ?round wood pul p and produced

over 45tons aday at its peak and adaily output of 50 tons of paper. The conpany
was acquired in 1898 bythe Intemational Paper Gonpany and continued i noperation
until the late 1920's. Thestncture i s nolonger extant.

The Keith Paper Gonpany (#10) was founded i n 1871 by John Keith, who had been associ at -
ed wi th paper mlls inHolyoke and South Hadl ey Falls. The mill was conpl eted under
Keith's direction in1873. It vas destroyed by fire in 1877 but was inmediately re-
built. The mll becane fanous for its fine grade writing, |edger and card papers.
Pure spring water needed for the making of fine papers, was brought to the mll via

a twel ve-inch pipe fromaspring two mles upriver. The conpany has continued in
operation as anaker of fine papers to the present day. |t was acquired i n 1953 by
Strathnore Paper Gonpany, and in 1963, it becane a subsidiary of Hinmerml| Mssa-
chusetts Paper Conpany.

The Tuners Falls Cotton M|l #13) was established at the southemend of the power
canal in 1874 by Joseph Giswold of Colrainand his sons. Giswold had owned cotton
mlls inColrainsince 1832. By 1865 hehad exhausted the power capacity of the
Colrain River and began to | ook for anewsite. The Tuners Falls m |l was built

in 1874-79 on a 7-h acre site and vas considered one of the nost nodemmlls in

the state. |t specializedinthe manufacture of cotton bandages. The property was
sold to the Anes Manufacturing Gonpany i nthe early 1940's and has under gone several
changes i n ownership since that tine.

QG her_industries which figured promnently inthe village's early devel opnent include
the Tumer Falls Paper Gonpany (#12) founded in 1897 bel ow the [ower suspension
bridge'! This largem || produced over 16,000 pounds of newspaper per day. Just
above the suspension bridge i s the site of the Marshal|l Paper y, foljnded by
George W Marshal | of the Montague Paper quqi?_% I n1895. After ftour years of op-
eration, the conpany declared banknptcy. Thebuildingswere acquired i n 1900 by
the Esleeck Manufacturing Qonpany (#11) « This conpany produces manifol dtypewiter
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papers and onion skin papers of high quality. By 1912, the conpany was recogni zed
as the |argest manufacturer inthe world of high-grade onion sEPﬁnand light weight
papers for manifold uses.

The Turmer Falls Gonpany has played a nmajor role i nthe devel opnent of Tunmers Falls
since its founding in 1866. |t grewfroma small |and-holding conpany to a maj or
hydro-el ectric power conpany supplying power to a |arge portionof the Connecticut
River Valley. During the early years of the village, the Tumers Falls Gonpany
built and maintained the canal, dam and bridges across the canal to provide access
to the mlls. Itsheadquarters were inthe present Town Office Buildingat the
head of Avenue A In 1904 the conpany extended the canal 1,000 feet and built a new
power house to expand its power capacity by converti nP to hydro-electric power. This
expansion was carried out under the direction of Charles W Hazelton, treasurer of
the conpan%/. Ten years later, constructionwas conpleted on a new concrete dam

In 1914, the conpany consolidated with the Anherst Power Gonpany under the nane of
the Tumers Falls Power and Electric Gonpany. By 1927, the new conpany had acquired
over seven ot her power conpanies and by 1954, under the nane of the WstemMssa-
_chus%tts Electric Gonpany, it had developed into one of the [argest public utilities
in the region.

The village's rapid settlenent attracted nany inmgrants whose trades were needed

to build and operate the new mlls. According to an account by Charles W Hazelton,
first to conewere nen fromFairfield, Maine, who were skilled |unbernen and dam

bui lders. Next cane the French, from CGanada, as rock-drillers for di EPl ng the canal.
The Irish, from Troy and Geenfield, followed as stonenasons and bric .aYers for the
building of the mlls. Next cane Yankees and then Gernans wo were skilled cutlery
workers.  Then cane the English as expert paper makers to work inthe paper mlls,
fol | owed by Boheman cutlery workers and |ater by Polish and Lithuanian farners.

The first auction sale of residential building lots was held in 188 for lots on
Third Street between Avenue A and L Streets. Nearly all of the residential pro-
Bert|es inthe district were built by individual inmgrant workers. My of the
rick hones were built by the nasons and bricklayers wo also built the mlls.
Bot h singl e hones and tenement bl ocks were erected side by side to neet the housing
shorta?e created by the influx of workers. Among the houses are nany fine exanpl es
of m |l worker's housing of the late nineteenth century. Mny buildingsfeature
fancy brick corbelling at the com ce line and open wooden porches across the facade.
The characteristics cut-out work of the porches is a particularly fine exanple of

its type.

In the 1870's, several of the mlls reluctantly constntted their own tenenent
blocks to attract the |abor which vas necessary to operate the mlls. These
tenenents included the Cutlery Block (#243) on Third Street, the Keith Bl ock (#124)
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on Canal Street, and the Giswold Block (#15) at J and Seventh Streets. Another
tenenent bl ock, the Nontague Paper Bl ock stood on First Street. Several hotels
and boar di ng houses al so hel ped t o neet the fierce housing denand. Nost handsone
and promnent of these was the Farren House, built by Bemard N Farren i n 1872
at the conmer of Avenue Aand Second Street. Gher hotels included the Arerican
Hbuse (#40) and Hotel VI adish (#77). The hotels frequently housed travelling
%rou es \lAhc? %I ayed at the Col | e (Qpera House, and al so served as boardi ng houses
or local laborers.

The original Oocker plancalled for conmercial devel opnent al ong Avenue A The
street was designed to be a 100 foot wide avenue |ined by |arge shade trees. The
bui | di n% were erected by individual investors and businessnan during the 1870's
and 1880's and consistedlargely of threeand four story brick bl ocks with store-
front entrances at grade and professional offices and tradesmen housed on the
upper floors. Fom1895 to 1934, an electric trolly ran up Avenue Aon its route
fromGeenfield to Mntague and M|lers Falls. There were |ocal tavens, as well
as the Col | e (Qpera House (#88), which was the chief entertainment center of the
village"! The (pera House, now the Renai ssance Church, was built i n 1874 by

Fred Col | e and served as avaudeville theater seating 1000 people. Designed by
EC Gardner of Springfield, the Qpera House vas |ater used for novies, amateur
performances and for atine as the Tunmers Falls Athletic Qub.. .

Not abl e commercial buildings include the Bank Bl ock at the comer of Second Street
which was built i n180 to house the Gocker Institution for Savings and the O ocker
National Bank. Alvah Qocker served as the first president of both these banks.

The banks were instrunental inproviding the economc stability necessary to
successful Iy develop the village.

G her Dbl ocks which add to the character of Avenue Ainclude the Allen Block, Bartlett
Bl ock, Gaﬁp Block and Gunn Bl ock (#82). The Allen Block stands next to the Bank
Block and housed Allen Brothers Clothiers. The Bartlett Block, at the comer of
Fifth Street, was hone of J.P. Bartlett Conpany, deal ers i nwal | paper and paint.

The Qapp Block, now owned by the St. Kazimer Society, at different tines housed

the Turmers Falls branch [ibrary, the Jew sh synagogue. Congregational church and

the store of Qapp and @. The Gunn Bl ock, built by local businessman, Janes A
@inn, has housed the Equi's Gandy Store since ¢. 1904. . t

The Canegi e Library (#75) was built in 1905 and was partiaI!E funded with a gift
of $12,500 fromAndrew Canegi e. The Tuners Falls branch library was previously
housed i n ColleHall and the Qapp Block. Upstairsinthe library was the neeting
roomof the Tuners Falls Vénen' s d ub.

The first school was |ocated on Second Street inthe present Hernann Sons Lodge
until the 1870's. By 1874, the GakhamSchool, apromnent brick school house, was
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constncted near K and Eighth Streets. A wooden bandstand stood on Avenue A near
the present Aubuchon Hardward. Here public concerts and speeches were frequently
hel d. Behind the Farren House site on Second Street stood a |ivery stable.

The role of religious institutions and fratemal organizations wes inportant in
maintaining ethnic ties anong the workers. These institutions were started soon
after the mlls were founded. The Gernan Methodist Church forned a parish in 1871
and built the present Gace Methodist Church on K Street in 1874 e Congregati onal
Church (#128) was organized in 1875 and n@ved into its present quarters in 1881

St. Mary's Qhurch (#127) was the first Catholic church. The parish was established
in 1872 and the Seventh Street buildingand rectory were constncted from 1878-1902.
The English Methodist Church (#112) was built c.1880 on Fifth Street. |t later
becane St. Mary's Tenperance Society and in 1950 was acquired by the Tuners Falls
Athletic Qub (#111). In 1884, a French church was founded as an of fshoot of &
Mary's. St. Ane's Church and Rectory (#26 ™ 27) were conpleted in 1885  S.Ane's
ves founded by nentbers of the St. Jean the Baptist Society which held its neetings
in the Lyric ITieater on Third Street. St. Anne's School (#28), the only Catholic
school in Franklin County, was established by the church in 1986 to provide bilingual
training. The former Unitarian Church on L Street is now the Lodge of ElKks.

Gher fratemal organizations included the Forester, Hbernian Society, Hernann
Sons, Masons, @id Fellows, St. Joseph's Union and St. Kazimer Society. My groups
built their own blocks, while others rented space i n existi ng commer ci al bui | dings.
Most notable and architecturally promnent of the fratemal buildings are the

H bem an Bl ock (#69) and | GOF Bl ock (#91) both on Avenue A and the Fratenal

QO der of Eagles, now Thonas and Thonas Rodnakers. y '

The architectural quality and excellence of vemacul ar design throughout the
district reflect the inportance of the original "planned conmunity" concept and
its inplenentation within a short 20 years, despite national economc conditions
whi ch precluded the full-scale devel opment originally perceived by Gocker.

The district retainsits original integrity and isnearly intact, with relatively
few intnsions fromthis century. The combination of industrial, residential

and commercial stnmctures form a strong and cohesive area. |tsdistinctive
sense of tine and place is representative of its late nineteenth century

history and devel opnent.

A industrial feature of primary inportance as well as two industrial archaeol ogical
sites of potential significancelie within the Tumers Falls Historic District.

The power canal, both the initial feature and energy source of the plannedin-
dustrial commmmty was constncted in 1867 and renains today. The sites of the

now denol i shed John Russel | Manufacturing Qonpany and Mbnt ague Paper Conpany nay
contain information on the 19th century large scale production of cutlery and paper
and probably do contain remants of the water power systens which powered the mlls.
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#9 Conti nued

Personal interviews with M.Lionel Grard, M. Albert Saul nier, “fontague, Septenber
26, 1979, st emNew Engl and Magazi ne, 1912 editions.

#10 conti nued

west on 7th street toJ Street, and south on J Street to the ﬁ)(opertyline of #14;
then south across the Power Canal and along the rear property line of the Tumers

Falls Cotton Mlls, #13. The westemboundary follows the property line of #13 to

the 6th Street Bridge, crosses the bridge and follows the eastem edge of the
Connecticut River as | twaps around the northemsectionof the district tothe
Turers Falls-Gi |l Bridge, #. Here the boundary juts out to the northeast toinclude
the bri dge, retum ng along the west emedge of the Vst emMassachsuetts Electric
npany dam and gatehouse . The eastemboundary then crosses the Town Office
propert?/, #93, andf ol | owsthe northem edge of 1st Street to L Street; then proceeds
south along the rear propertc}/lmes onthe east side of L Street to 2nd Street; then
east to the edge of #185 and south to Prospect Street. Fomhere, the boundary
follows the west side of Prospect Street to L Street, then east to the rear property
lines of L Street, south to the edge of #149, including this proEerty and then pro-
ceeding south along the rear property lines onthe east side of L Street to 9th Street.

Boundaries were selectedto include as nuch of the intact planned community as possible.
The west emand northem boundaries reflect the course of the river and were drawn

to includem ! buildings, bridges and the canal while excluding vacant |ots and new
constnction at the northeast coner. The sout heastemboundary reflects an abrupt
change i nelevation and the original extent of the plan. The sout hwest emboundary
narks the end of dense constnction and specifically excludes alarge shopping center
bet ween Avenue A and J Street.









Turner's Falls Historic District
Mont ague, M\ \

Oamners were originally notified of MHC s intent to nominate on 5/30/80
by individual notice. Tw responded i n favor, four requested information,
and Northeast Utilities objected.

The State Review Board considered the nom nation on 7/9/80 and voted
unani mously i n favor, excluding the dam and gatehouse owned by Northeast
Utilities.,

The nomi nation was submtted to the National Register on 7/14/80; i t
was returned to the Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion on 2/13/81.

Omner information was updated between 11/17/81 and 12/1/81 by the

Mont ague Board of Selectmen. Oaners were renotified of Massachusetts
Historical Conmission's intent to nomnate on 12/8/81 through |egal
notice published inthe Greenfield Recorder. This legal notice was
amplified by a news story published on 12/18/81. (ne notarized objection
was received.
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COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

Novenber 21, 1980

M. Jerry Rogers, Acting Keeper
National Register of Historic Places . f
Heritage, Conservation, and Recreation Services
United States Department of the Interior

440 G Street, NW . eV A
Washi ngton, DC 20043 °« -,
Attn: Patrick Andrus : . I

Dear M. Rogers: . A
Enclosed youwill find additional informationconcerning thedam
and gatehouse at Turner's Falls, Montague, Massachusetts (Franklin
County). |t consists of informationsubmtted bP/ t he Western
Massachusetts Electric Conpany documenting thealterations to these

gtructures and t he reasons why they should not be included i n the
istrict.
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TUMERS FALLS

THE DAM

Information concerning the history of the dans at Turners Falls i ssumarized
on the attached drawing, |abeled sketch plan 1, which shows dates, builders,
and |ocations for various structures at theFalls.

The present damat Turners Falls i sa 1970 Stone and Webster dam As with other
dans at thefalls, iti sconposed of twosections, separated by Great Island,
which sits inthe mddle of theriver. One of these sections i sreferredto as
the Gill dam while theother i sthe Mntague dam

O the Gill side of theriver, theStone and Webster damwas built downstream

of theprevious Fred T. Ley 19156Gill dam thelatter serving as a cofferdam
during theperiod i fitsconstruction. The Stone and Webster damis entirely
new and built of steel and concrete inbedded directly into rock. Qnce this new
damwas finished, theearlier 1915 damwas breached and partially renoved so as
not tointerfere with the operation of itsreplacement. @ the Mntague side

of theriver, theStone and Wbster damwas built as a set of gates perched

on topof theearlier concrete structure. That earlier concrete structurewas
built by Bates-Rogers Construction Conpany i nseveral stages. The first stage,
in 1912, consisted of a 310-foot-long supporting dam downstream of and having t he
sane height as thethen-existing timber crib dam This was followed i n 1913

by theconstruction of another 200 feet of damwith floodgates, extending t he
garlier damtothe Mntague shore. However, this 1913 section was built three
feet higher than the earlier one, so that another contract section was | et out,
also i n1913, for thepurpose of raising the1912 section by another three feet.
The entire 1912-1913 damrests directly on the rock that fornms the riverbed there
and sorme of i t had t obe carved out for that purpose. The timber crib damwas
used as a cofferdam while the new 1912-1913 damwas being constructed immediately
downstream of it .

h the Montague side, once t heconcrete dam had been conpleted, an entire section of
the older timber crib damhad t o be renoved t opermt the operation of the new
floodgates. The sane situation prevailed onthe Gill side of theriver, where

the Gill timber crib daminterfered with the operation of thefloodgates i n the
new 1915 concrete dam The Beverly Lighting and Wecking Conpany was givent he
contract for renmoving the upper portion of theentire old timber dam and t he

bl ast that was used for this purpose was recorded in an extraordinary photo

(see attachment).

The portion of the 1867 damthat mght still remain is that portion immediately
upstream of t he 1912 dam After theconcrete damwas constructed, rockfill and
pl anking were inserted between i t and the back of thetinber crib dam Those
who were involved i ntheconstruction of thel1970 superstructure recall the
presence of some rubble immediately i nfront of theconcrete dam @ t he other
hand, whatever may exist there has been underwater for over half a century.
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Blasting of Gill timber crib dam
Decenber 12, 1915

Construction of 1867 dam

.(Published i nAbercronbie's history of Turners Falls Conpany) ,
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Phot ograph 1 - 1867 Gatehouse from Great |[sland
Phot ograph 2 - Rebuilding of headgate substructure - 191A
Photograph 3 - Fairchild Aerial of Turners Falls - 1929
Phot ograph 4 - Oblique Aerial of Turners Falls - 1947
Phot ograph 5 - Panorama of Turners Falls Canal - July 1980

Phot ograph 6 - Conpl eted Fishway at Turners Falls - My 1980



Al'l available documentation we have been able t o cone across on thelocation of dans
preceding Col onel Crocker's 1867 dam suggests that dans preceding that one

were located not upstream but downstreamof it, at |east on t he Mntague side.

Tne retouched photograph that documents theconstruction of the 1867 dam

(published i nAbercrombie's history of Turners Falls Conpany) shows no remains

of such previous dans, so that i t seens reasonable t osuppose that these had

been washed out, even by that time.



THE GATEHOLBE

The present gatehouse of Turners Falls i sa twentieth century facility. The

1867 gatehouse, as i t existed at thetime of Colonel Crocker's nineteenth century
industrial community can be seen i nPhotograph |, taken around theturn of the
century. For thelocation of this 1867 gatehouse i nrelation t o subsequent

i mprovenents, see t heacconpanying Sketch Plan 1.

As can be seen from Photo 1, t hegatehouse at that time was a two-story structure,

quite different from theone-story building that exists today. |ts upper-
structure was constructed inbrick, with a substructure of granite blocks. The
canal was then only fifty feet wide and t hegatehouse had only five gates located

on theside of the building nearest t heshore. The outside appearance of the
building was nevertheless fairly symmetrical, and because there was no bridge at
that time over theFalls, theoverall height of t hegatehouse nmade i t an inposing
element on tneriver |andscape.

The gatenouse was a multipurpose structure and it ssecond story servedf or
manufacturing purposes: Shawwt Manufacturing Conpany, a | eatherabl e manu-
facturer, i sknown t o have vacated t hesecond floor i n1891. Also, unlike

the situation that exists today, the 1867 gatehouse was closely associated

with a cluster of other industrial buildings at thehead of thecanal. In

the space between i t and t he Montague Paper Conpany stood t heold dynamo room
which was interconnected with t hegatehouse by a tunnel. This structure may be
seen i n Photograph 1 immediately totheright of thegatehouse, with a vertical
pole on its facade.

Starting i nJune, 1886, A S Clarke of Clarke and Chaprman Machi ne Conpany used
the dynano roomt o generate electricity. Even so, i t was not until nuch later,
after theturn of thecentury, and after avillage of 6,000 inhabitants had
sprung up on land of theTurner Falls Conpany, that generation of electricity
began t oreplace industrial water power as t hedom nant force i nshapingthe

actual devel opnent of thecanal. The gatehouse that exists today dates back
to this second period i nthehistory of Turner Falls. | twas built i n several
stages. ltsconstructionstarted under t hepresidency of WIliam Crocker,

Col. Crocker's son.

Its ol dest portions date back t 01904, at which time a major widening and

l engt hening took place of Col. Crocker's original fifty-foot wi de canal. ;
Ei ght nore gates were needed on the |landmark side of t he 1867 building, and

an addition was, therefore, constructed consisting of a granite block sub-
structure capped by a one-story brick building. Unlike thegatehouse of

1867, tne 1904 gatehouse addition was a single-purpose building whose upper-
structure served only t ohouse the machinery tooperate thegates. | nconstructing
this 1904 extension, t hesouthwest wall of the 1867 building was renoved, so

that t hesymretry of theoriginal construction was lost. Oher than this, the
exterior of the 1867 portion remained t he same.



The removal of the remaining portion of the 1867 gatehouse took place nuch later,
in 1913, in conjunctionwith the constructionof the new concrete dam by Bates
Rogers Construction Conpany. The two-story brick building was demolished.

Al'l five gates and the entire granite substructure were renmoved. The rock was
further excavated and a new concrete substructurewas then installed, incorporating
not five, but eight gates, plus an additional one for logs. This was then capped
by an entirely new one-story brick superstructure, built by James H Thonas,
matching the style of the 1904 extension. The result of these two twentieth
century inprovements, in 1904 and 1913, was to replace the original two-story
1867 gatehouse with a nore nodern single-story building, about twice as |long as
its predecessor and incorporating nore than three times as many gates. The
extent of the rock cut and the thoroughness of the 1913-1915 reconstruction is
evident from Photograph 2, dated 1914, and which shows the rebuilding of the
headgate substructure, i n concrete, from the ground up.

Along with these structural changes, the mechanisms for operating the gates
were al so changed. The new installation consisted of two stem rack and

pinion gates operated by belts and pulleys on a drive shaft running the entire
length of the 210-foot long building. A new 15" "C Hercules water wheel

was installed inthe approximate location of the dynamo roomto supply power
to operate the gates. Later, an electric mtor was added to operate the

gates and the water wheel was used when the electricity was shut of f.

The setting of the gatehouse was periodically altered in the years that
followed, principally inthe 1930's. W until 1929, as can be seen i n the
aerial photograpny of Turner Falls taken that year by Fairchild (Photo 3),
the situation near the headgates still retained nmuch of the nineteenth
century flavor seen in the earlier exhibits. The gatehouse, although no

| onger the same multipurpose building of Col. Crocker's days, was, nevertheless,
still situated ina cluster of industrial buildings at the head of the canal.
The overall plan of the town near the entrance of the canal was very much the
sane as i n the nineteenth century, and as conceived by Col. Crocker, with
Avenue A ending at First Street near the Turner Falls Conpany building. All
of this was changed in the 1930's, particularly when, after the 1936 flood,
the state highway bridge was constructed over the falls, occupying acres that
had been earlier devoted to industrial buildings, and extending Avenue A
across the river into Gill. To support this bridge, a large pier had to be
constructed over what was once the location of the old dynano room The new
situation can be seen in the oblique aerial photograph of Turner Falls taken
in 1947 (Photo 4).

The effect of extending Avenue A inthis manner was to visually segregate the
1904- 1913 gat ehouse from the rest of the canal, and to requirei tto haveits
ow separate access. To this day, the large truss passing so close overhead
totally overshadows the one-story gatehouse building. As a result of such
cnanges, the site of the gatehouse no longer retains itsnineteenth century
quality, and the building, besides having been rebuilt, isalso cut off from
that portion of the canal whose factories still preserve sonme of the flavor
of Col. Crocker's nineteenth century comunity. (See panoranma of the canal.
Photo 5,)



In 1970, when Stone and Webster reconstructed the dam further changes were

made to the gatehouse. The gates were replaced by single stem gates individually
operated. The earlier belt and pulley's power systemwas renoved. The floor

was raised four feet for a width of eighteen feet along the upstream

side of the gatehouse and concrete added to the substructure.

In 1979, as part of the Connecticut River, Anadronous Fisheries Restoration
Program the gateway had to be modified again to acconbdate a new fishway.

A gallery was constructed along the entire rear of the building, as can be
seen from the drawing of the fishway's locationon Sketch Plan 1. Tw of the
gates in the 1904 portion of the buildingwere removed so as to allow passage
of the fishway under the building. Thus, the gatehouse facility that exists
today is the result of numerous adaptations, starting in 1904 and ending

in 1979. A photograph of the conpleted fishway (Photo 6) is included.
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Decenber 11, 1980

M. Patrick Andrus

National Register of Historic Places

Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service

US Department of the lnterior

440 G Street NW LI
Washi ngt on, DC 20243

Dear M. Andrus:

Re: Turners Falls Historic District
Boundary at Gat ehouse

In response t oyour telephone request of Decenmber 2, | am sending
with this letter recent photography of thepresent gatehouse at
Turners "'alls. Also included ar e sharper versions of two ol der
phot ographs al ready sent toyou, via theMassachusetts Historical
Preservation Office. A plan, also attached, shows you therela-
tive orientation of each of t hephotographs. The photographic
enclosures areas follows:

Photo 1 - Turn of thecentury view of theoriginal two-story,
19th century Turners Falls gatehouse, built by Col. Crocker
in 1867, as seen by soneone standing at t heWstern end
- of the1867 Gill Dam

Photo 2

1914 renmoval of that 19t hcentury gatehouse, t o enable
the reconstructionfrom ground up, of theentire head-
gate section, with concrete substituting for theearlier
e - granite Infrastructure.

Photo 3 - 1978 view of t herear of t hegatehouse, facing t he canal,
the canal having been drained topermt the construction
of a fish ladder required as part of the Connecticut
Ri ver Anadronous Fisheries Restoration Program

Photo 4 - 1978 close-up view of t hesame facade as i nphoto 3,

a view that gives a good indication of the building's
external brickwork. The portion of thegatehouse nearest
the camera, being that built i n1915, has a concrete
foundation. Half-way down the building thefoundation
shifts togranite, marking t heplace where t he 1904

. section of thegatehouse starts. | nthis picturethe
State Hi ghway Bridge i soverhead, and t heviewi ng axis
follows a newy constructed gallery totheflshladder.



M. Patrick Andrus > Decenber 11, 1980

J Photo 5 - 1978 Interior view of western corner of gatehouse, |ooking
M towardthe canal side, at thetime thefirst two gates
, of the 1904 section of the headgates were beingrenmoved « "™
- toallow for passage of thefish ladder. Thisviewis 'l
i included because it gives a good interior view of the
gat ehouse brickwork.

Photos 6 and 6A - 1976 view of the20th century gatehouse fromt he

upstreamsi de and cl ose-up of t he | andwardconer taken s ;
V,, - the same day. X -V; 13,7

Photo 7 - Roughly thesane view as i n Photo 6, but taken i nApr||
1979, during fishladder construction. - o

’
«i'.p \ -

V¢ do not happen t o have on file an adequate 1980 photograph taken
fromtheground, of theupstream side of t hegatehouse, show ng
the gatehouse with theconpleted fishladder. This i sbecause
. t hecompleted fishladder stands i nthe way of such a view, except
, - as seen fromnuch further away. Even so, as can be seen from
Photo 8 (anaerial) thefacade that you seei nPhoto 6 i st he sane
as what you see today, other than theelimination of a |andward
portion of thegranite substructure, nmore or less tothepoint
which i sindicated by a pencil line on Photo 6. Photo 8 was taken
in Septenber, 1979.

As you can see, t hegatehouse i s not noteworthy froman archi-
tectural standpoint. | t has mder gone nunerous changes. |t also
belongs toa different period, and t hebridge now visually separates
it, fromthenineteenth century industrial development that still
remains along thecanal. For these reasons i ti snot apparentto

us why t hegatehouse would be included i nthedistrict. But i f you
have sone other reasons for including it andwould like t odoso,

| would only request that youl et us knowwhat these reasonsare.
This information would be especially helpful i nfuture reviewsof
this federally licensed facility.

For further assistance, do not hesitate tocontact ne at the
above address or at (203) 634-5714. ‘

Very truly yours,

Raul de Brigard
Supervisor, Land Pl anning Unit
Transm ssion, Engineering & Construction

RCH sd

cc Candi ce Jenkins i
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion
294 Washington Street
Bost on, NMA 02108
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