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LOCATION

Fellsway East (Maiden): Eagt Border Roed to Fellsway West/The Fellsway intersection
Fellsway Wes (Maden/Medford): Fulton Sireet to Fellsvay East

The Fdlswvay (Maden/Medford): Felsway Eadt to northem edge of Wellington Bridge
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Narrative Description
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Current Functions
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Materials
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DESCRIPTION

The Fells Connector Parkways, located in Maiden and Medford, Middlesex County, Massachusdtts,
comprise asystem of multi-lane divided roadways in Boston's regiona park sysem administered by the
Metropolitan District Commisson (MDC). This sygem is composed of three connected parkways
Fellsway East, Fellsway West, and The Felsway. Thexe pakways ae heavily traveled, formal
boulevards that move through medium-dendty suburban resdentiad neighborhoods with significant
commercid infill. The Fells Connector road sysgem linksthe Middlesex Fells Reservation north of Boston
with Interstate 93 and with the McGrath Highway in Somerville. Besdes being a major north-south artery
sygem, these roads provide connections to mogt of the parkways north of Boston. For the purposes of this
nomination, Fellswvay Eadt, Felsway Wes, and The Fdlsway will be described separatdly from north to
south.

Fellsway East, Maiden (East Border Road south to The Fellsway)

For the purposes of this nomination, Fellsway East (#1 on the data sheet) is an approximately one-mile-
long road that begins a the southern edge of Ead Border Road and goes south through Maiden to its
intersection with The Fdlsway and Fdlswvay West. The southem terminus of Fellsway Eagt corresponds
to a line of convenience drawn aong the northern edge of The Fellsway and Fdlsway West where they
meet. A second, northerly ssgment of Fellsway Eadt, atwo-lane undivided park road built later to connect
the Felsway sysem directly with the Lynn Fels Parkway, continues from East Border Road north
through the Middlesex Fdls. It is not conddered in this nomination, but rather as part of the Middlesex
Fells Resarvation Parkways. Fellsvay Eadt isthe mogt intact of the roadsin the Fells Connector Parkways
sydem. Fellsway Eagt is a moderatdy hilly and winding road that gently climbs in eevation from its
southem terminus, & 20 feet above s level, & The Fdlsway to its northem terminus, & 155 feet in
eevation, a the southeestem edgeof the Middlesex Fells Reservation.

At its northem beginning point, Felsway Ead joins Eag Border Road with a small turf miter (small
triangular idand) that digplays a contemporary Maiden welcome sign (Fellsway East/ East Border Road
Miter, #2 on the data sheet). The miter hes vertical granite curbs on all Sdes. South of this point,
Fellsway Ead is a broad boulevard, two lanes southbound (originally the 26-foot-wide north-south travel
lanes) and three lanes northbound (originally the 36-foot-wide pleasure lanes). The travel lanesare all 13
feet wide, while on the eastem or northbound dde, the ten-foot-wide outside lane functions as parking.
Grade separations between northbound and southbound lanesof as much as eight feet occur inthis Sretch
& the parkway respondsto gentle hills. The median is 32 feet wide, planted with turf and two rows of
evenly spaced, mostly mature (50 to 75 years old), deciduous trees (including besches and an occasiond
conifer) on its outer edges. The median, cdled the Fellsway East Median System (#3 on the data sheet)

(continued)
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for the purposes of this nomination, is a contributing feature of Fellsway Eagt and extends from Eagt

Border Road to Savin Strest and then again from West Border Road to the parkway's southern terminus
a The Fellsway and Fellsway Wes. The Fdlsway Eag Median System is interrupted as it travelsthrough

Fellsamere Park. Curbing on the median and ddes is Belgian block, except for the eestem dde, which is
consgently vertical granite. The lighting conasts of modern cobra-heed fixtures on metal poles. Thefive-

foot-wide planting strips dso contain evenly goaced, mostly mature trees, which form an intermittent

canopy over the roadway (Fellsway East Tree Canopy, #4 on the data sheet). The Fellswvay Ead Tree
Canopy extends from Eag Border Road to Savin Street. The Fellsway Eagt Tree Canopy is conddered a
contributing feature of the parkway. Beyond the planting strips are concrete sdewaks that vary from six

feet to nine feet in width (usualy nine feet on the eedern sde). The setting throughout is early 20*

century two-story resdential buildings. The right of way is generdly dightly rolling and the road

curvilinear, providing plessant, frequently shifting views up and down the corridor. A small, round, center
idand (Highland Avenue/Glenwood Street 1sland, #5 on the data shest), not actualy a rotary, marks

the intersection with Highland Avenue and Glenwood Sirest, the only major cross stregt in this initial

section.

South of Pine Street, Fellsway Eagt pesses through a significant strip of open goace, with & Mary's
Cemetery on the west and Amerige Field Playgrounds, a Maiden city park, on the eest (PHOTOS #1, #2).
S. Mary's Cemeatery hes athick, solid concrete enclosing wall, with square concrete piers topped by
pyramidal caps, allowing glimpses of the tops of grave monuments and the rock outcroppings beyond the
cemetery. Amerige Field isacombination of open turf and baseball diamonds. Savin Sirest, the next cross
dreet, marks the southem boundary of these lots and the northern boundary of Fellsmere Park, a25-acre
MDC park that Fellsway Ead travels through from north to south. Savin Street and the MDC-managed
Wes Border Road (which intersects Felsway Eagt further south) mark the north and west borders of
Fellsmere Park. The northern section of Fdlamere Park isamix of turf and park, with deciduous trees st
agang large rock outcroppings. Fdlamere Pond itself isa the southem end of the park; its mogt striking
feature isthe underwater fountain that shootsajet of water upwards from the middle of the south end of
the pond.

Fellswvay Eagt changes markedly s it pesses dong the eesdem dde of Fdlamere Pak, where it is
surrounded on all sdes by relatively geep hills. The former pleesure lanes disgppear and the parkway
becomes much more like a park road in form (PHOTO #3): beginning a Savin Street, Fellsway Eagt
narrows from awide boulevard to atwo-lane roadway with two-way traffic ard no median; the roadway
is 36 feet wide with five-foot planting strips and six- to nine-foot-widesdewaks. From Savin Street to
Progpect Stret, a late-19* to early 20™ century residentia district fronts the parkway on the south and
eed. Perched high on outcrops between Maple Strest and Progpect Street, above the houses on the
outheadt 9de of theroad,, isamunicipa park known as Overlook Park. At Maple Street, Fellsway East

(continued)
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turns to the southwest and skirts the edge of Fellsmere Pond. From Prospect south to Boundary Road, on
the southeest 9de of the parkway is pat of Fdlanere Pak, a wooded hillside doping up from the
parkway. Together, Progpect Strest and Boundary Road define the southern boundary of Fellsmere Park.
(Boundary Road and West Border Road, the two MDC-maintained border parkways of Fdlamere Park,
ae described inthe Felamere Park Parkways nomination and ae not part of this nomination.) Views to
the west beyond the parkway corridor in this section of Felsway Eag include Fellsmere Pond with its
1930s gone park walls and beyond the pond, rock outcrops, retaining walls, and the wooded hillside
traversed by MDC'sWes Border Road. :

From Wes Border Road to Plessant Strest, Fellsway East again becomes a boulevard, turning from
southwest to south and dipping steedily downhill towards itsterminus. Fellsway Eag here becomes two
lanes northbound and two lanes southbound, separated by a three-foot-wide median. The median curbing
in this section is quarter round, with vertical-granite curbing on the outsde edges of the roadway. Lights
are cobra-head fixtures on meta poles. Setting changes significantly here. The terrain rises sharply on the
west: arock ledge and turf hillside surmounted by one- to two-story houses that front on Edgewood
Terace. West of the parkway, a the corner of Fleesant Stredt, isathree-story brick commercia block. On
the southeast Sde of Fellsway Eadt, south of Vista Street, aplanting strip and sidewalk flank the parkway.
Beyond to the et dands a large, late-20™ century red-brick gpartment block; it is built into the hillside,
three gtories high on its north end and six sories high & Plegsant Strest.

The last section of Fellsway Eadt is bracketed by signaized intersections. Fleasant Street/StateRoute 60 to
the north and The Fdlswvay/Fdlswvay Wext*Sate Route 28 to the south. This isthe mog heavily traveled
section of Fellsway Eadt, two lanes southbound and three lanes northbound. The outer lane northbound
srves as parking for mogt of its length. The median is wider here, with turf and a single row of young
deciduous trees down the center. The quarter-round and vertical-granite curbs continue inthis section as
in the previous, and the setting onthe et isearly 20*-century residential, with a25-foot setback from the
reer of the ddewalk. On the wes is the complex of Immaculate Conception Roman Catholic Church,
including aformer convent fromthe 1920s (winner of the Parker Medal) that fronts on Fellsvay Wes. At
the intersection with The Felsway and Fdlswvay Wes, a miter in the center of the Fellsway East
southbound  lanes (landsceped with turf and flowers) directs traffic onto the other two Fells Connector
Parkways (The Fells Connector Parkways Miter, #6 on the data sheet).

Fellsway West, Medford and Maiden (Fulton Street south to Fellsway East)
Fellsway West (#7 on the data sheet), dong with The Fdlsway directly south of it (but not Fellsway
Eadt), had a media dreet trolley during the first half of the 20* century and was dedgned with awide

median. But it is aso part of State Route 28, which was the major arterial route to cities north of
(continued)
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Cambridge and Somerville before the completion of the Northem Expressway (today's Interstate 93), and
subject to periodic rebuilding and dteration. Both Felswvay West and The Fellsway were originally
desgned with a three-lane northern/esstern plessure roadway and a parallel two-lane southern/western
travel roadway. Currently, Fellsvay Wes and The Fellsway consst of three northbound lanes and three
southbound lanes throughout dmogt their entire length.

For the purposes of this nomination, Felsvay Wes is the approximately one-mile-long road that begins
a the essem edge of Fulton Stret in Medford ad travels esst-southeest through Medford to its
intersection with Fellsway Eagt in Maiden, where it becomes The Fellsway (discussed separatdy below).
A ssoond segment of Fellsway Wed, a two-lane undivided park road that was buih after the origina
Fellsvay West to connect the Fdls Connector Parkways sysem directly with Main Street in Stoneham
and points north, continues in an dtered form from Roosevet Circle north through the Middlesex Fdlls. It
isnot conddered in this nomination, but rather as part of the Middlesex Fells Reservation Parkways

Between those two segments of road is Roosevdt Circle, on the south edge of the Middlesex Fdls
Reservation. A modem bridge and roadwork between Roosevet Circle and Fulton Street have completely
dtered the fabric and configuration of the roadway in this segment. Rooseveh Circle began in 1930 as a
surfacetraffic rotary & thejunction of Felsvay Wes, Fores Street, and South Border Road. The current
agrid rotary replaced this surface rotary in the early 1960s as 1B replaced Fellswvay Wes in itsright of way
north of Valley Street, dong the former surface channd of Intervale Brook. 18 hes eight lanes here (four
northbound and four southbound). Parts of the northbound lane of Fellsway West in this section may bein its
original location. Each of the Roosevdt Circle bridges is 148 feet long and carriestwo lanes of traffic across
two ded girder goans above 1-98. Both were built in 1961, and the northem bridge was recongtructed in
1994. On the westem dde of 1-93 the southbound lane of Fellsway Wes connectswith the bridges, as well
& South Border Road and Forest Siredt, in acomplicated, Snuous path beforejogging southward well out of
its former path and crossing under 1-3, three laneswide, & Valley Street. This 1961 sed girder overpess
bridge, 135 feet long, was recondmcted in 1974. The southbound lanes of Fellsvay West retum to their
former aignment by the time that they reach Fulton Street. Because of the extensve changes to this section
of Fellsway Wes dnceitsperiod of sgnificance, the northern terminus of Fellsway Weg, for the purposes of
this nomination, is Fulton Street. Roosavdt Circle and itsbridges are not included in ether thisnomination or
the Middlesex Fells Resarvaion Parkways nomination.

Fulton Street isthe first of anumber of intersections on Fellsway West where traffic Sgnals control traffic

flow. On the northwest comer of the Fellsway West/Fulton Street intersection isthe building complex of S.

Francis of Asss Roman Catholic Church, one of saverd churchesdong The Fellswvay and Fdllsway Wes.

From this intersection, Felsway Wes travds eed-southeadt until it connectswith Fllsway Eadt. Thisisa

dightly hilly corridor, with amuch hillier areato the north and the Mystic Riverflatsto the south. The
(continued)
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roadway generaly travels between 20 and 28 feet in devation. Between Fulton Street and Fellsway Ead,
Fellswvay Wes passes through amoderatdly danse early to mid-20* century residential neighborhood of two-
to three-story structures, primarily three-deckers, with commercid infill on severd corners. Between Fulton
Street and Park Stredt, the George W. Hickey Flayground—open turf and baseball diamonds—borders the
parkway on the south Sde. Between Fan Sirest and Dell Avenue, much of the northem sde of the corridor is
dep forested rock outcrops.

Fellsvay Weg is condgently sx lanes wide with a narow median (Fellsway West Median and
Landscaping System, #8 on the data shest), three lanes northbound and three lanes southbound. Each
roadway is 36 feet to 38 feet wide, with two narrow travel lanesand a dightly wider parking lane (PHOTO
#1). At magjor intersections, such es Sdem Strest/ State Route 60, no parking is alowed aong the parkway,
and the outer lanes are travel/turning lanes The roadway and median have vertical granite curbs and the
lighting condsts of modem, cobratheed fixtures on tall metd poles. In mog places the turf median hes a
single center row of agh trees, newly planted. The median is six feet wide from Fulton to Spring Street, except
where it is reduced to two feet a |€eft-turn lanes From Sdem Street south, it remans two feet wide ad is
topped with an SStype barrier on I-beam pods

At Spring Street, the resdentia character (PHOTO #2) dhanges on the south Sde of the parkway, with a
complex of three-story brick gpartment buildings fronting Fellsvay West. At Sdem Siredt, a seven-dory
brick gpartment risesjust north of Fellsway West, and agroup of three- to four-story brick gpartments border
the parkway on the north from Sdem to Mary's Street, which marks the Medford/Malden town line. Tothe
south of the parkway here, from Sdem until the intersection with Fellsway Eadt, is Stevens Square, a former
MDC trangit yard now converted to asuburban shopping center with alarge parking lot adjacent to Fellsvay
Wed. At the intersection with Fdlsway Ead, Fellsvay West becomes The Fellsway.

The Fellsway, Maiden and Medford (Fellsway East intersection south to the northern edge of
Welington Bridge)

The Fellsway (#9 on the data sheet) is a continuation of the travel lanes of Fellsway Wes, from its
intersection with Fellswvay Eagt in Maden, south in a gently curvilinear course to the northern end of
Wellington Bridge in Medford. The eedem terminus of the parkway correspondsto alineof convenience
drawn south from the northwestern corner of Fellsway Eagt where it intersects with Fellsway Wes and
The Fdlsway. Fellsway Wes continues eadt of this line. The southern terminus of The Felsway
corresponds to a line of convenience drawn acrossthe parkway a the northem end of Wellington Bridge,
which is not a part of this nomination. Like Felswvay West, The Fellsway is divided by a narrow median
bordered by trees (e description beow) for the entirety of its length (The Fellsway Median and
Landscaping System, #10 on the data sheet). This istheflattest areaof The Fellsway corridor, as the
(continued)
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road travels through former marshlands and along the former channd of Little Creek, a now-disgppeared
dream that partially deflned the Maden/Medford border. The roadway travels consstently between 18
and 21 feet above s level. This neighborhood, known as Edgeworth, isthe mogt consigtently residentia
aea in The Felsway, with early 20* century three-story buildings, including a number of three deckers
(PHOTO #1). Jugt north of Emerald Street, the median widens to four feet and the barrier isreplaced by a
row of young (lessthan 25 yearsold) deciduous treesin the middle of the median, which contrast strongly
with the mostly mature (50 to 75 yearsold) deciduous trees in the planting goeces dongside the parkway.
Beyond the planting strips, the ddewdks are six feet wide and are intermittently bituminous concrete or
concrete. Between Emerald and Maden Streets, The Fdllsway pesses dlong the west side of John M.
Devir Park, a Maiden city park. For the next block, south of Maiden Street, The Fellsway draddles the
municipal boundary, before passng entirely into Medford & Central Avenue/Medford Street (PHOTOS
#2 AND #3).

It ssars likely that the current Sx-lane configuration of The Fellsway is d0 due to the reduction of the
former wide median. Like Fdlswvay Wes, The Felsway is predominantly three lanes northbound and
three southbound, and the roadway shares mogt of the other desgn charecterigtics of Fdlsway Wes,
including vertical granite block curbing and modern cobrachead light fixtures on meta poles. While the
current northbound lanes were designed to be three lanes wide, the current southbound lanes were
designed to be two laneswide dong The Fdlsway corridor.

South of Myrtle Street, The Fdllsway gradudly climbsthe embankment of a bridge (the former Boston
and Maine Railroad Bridge, #11 on the data sheet) to cross an aandoned branch rail corridor. North
of this bridge on the e dde is resdentid, while on the west dde of the parkway is an older
commercia/industrial district of two- to three-story brick factories. When operational, the track under the
bridge was a spur line off the main north-south rail corridor that runs eest of The Fellsway, the Bogon
and Maine Railroad. The sour line originally ended neer City Hall in Medford Square, but now endsjust
eedt of Spring Street. Although The Fellsway gpproaches to this bridge are relatively long and gradud, the
bridge itself is only 35 feet long with 17-foot dearance above the rail corridor. It isa snglegpan sed-
girder bridge, built with The Fellsway in 1897-98 and recondructed in 1956. The bridge hes atwo- ad
three-pipe rail fitted into metd posts. The Fellsway narrows a the bridge to two lanes each, northbound
and southbound. Because this bridge is in The Fellsway corridor and was built and recongructed during
the period of significance, it isacontributing structure.

South of the Boston and Maine Bridge, The Fellsway skirtsthe western sSde of what was once an isolated

outheast M edford neighborhood, known as Wellington after an early landowner. The setting on the

eedan dde of The Fdlsway remains ealy 20*-century resdentid (interspersed  with two large

churches), dmogt all the way south to the Revere Beach Parkway. The setting on the westem sde
(continued)
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gradualy changes. Immediatdly south of the Bogon and Maine Bridge the setting is three-dtory
resdentia with occasond commercid a cross sregts. South of McDonad Road, to the west of the
parkway corridor, in an area shown as swvampland on a 1946 topographica map, is Fellsway Plaza, a
large commercia shopping center that Sretches south to the Mystic Valley Parkway. On the eedem sde
of The Fellsway, commercid infill begins south of Wellington Street, with a one- to two-story strip
commercial development located directly north of Wellington Circle.

Wellington CircleRotary (#12 on the data sheet) isalarge traffic rotary. It began in the late 1830seasa
andl miter a the point where Middlesex Avenue and The Fdlsway diverged. In 1931, the MDC buih a
rotary to improve the connection of The Fdlsway with Revere Beach Parkway, an intersection further

drained by the connection of Mystic Valey Parkway (discussed in a sgparate nomination for Mystic

Valley Parkway) in 1936. Wdlington Circle was subgtantialy enlarged and recondtructed in 1941, a which

point the MDC aso completed a planting plan for 25 different goedes of bushes on the landscgped  centrd

rotary and miters. Wellington Circle weas recondructed again in 1956. Today it is an enormous complicated
rotary with numerous large and amdl miters usad to direct traffic and cregte (or prevent) tuming lanes

Because it was built and recongmcted within the period of significance, it is conddered acontributing

dement of the parkway.

South of Wellington Circle, The Felsway passes entirely through MDC parkland (the Mystic River
Reservation) on itsway to itsterminus a Wellington Bridge. To the west, pagt the Medford State Police
barracks, the land is low and svampy, with marsh vegetation and shorter deciduous treesand bushes This
seeming marshland is actually spoils left inthe 1960s from hydraulic dredging to sraighten the Mystic
River channd as part of the condruction of Interdate 93. To the eest of The Fdlsvay are two lage
developments, the Mystic Wellington Yacht Club and the Mystic Center office building, both built on
former MBTA yards.

As originally designed. The Fdlsway aosssd Wellington Bridge into Somerville and terminated &
Broadway Pak (now Joe Foss Pak) on Mystic Avenue. In 1898, it was extended aong both ddesof
Broadway Park to Broadway Street. But for the purposes of this nomination, The Fellswvay isa 1.7-mile-
long roadway beginning a the Fellswvay West/Fellsvay Eadt intersection, and continuing south to the
northem end of the Wellington Bridge; it does not include ether the bridge itself or any of the parkway or
former parkway to the south. The current Wellington Bridge, a 219-meter-long, 14-g0en sted-girder
bridge, was recongmcted in 1979. For thisreason, it isnot included in this nomination.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American resources have bean identified within the boundaries of the Fellswvay
(continued)
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Connector Parkways, Stesmay exist. Six dtes have bean identified in the generd area (within ane mile).

Environmental characterigtics of the parkways represent locationd criteria (soil drainage, dope, digance
to wetlands) that both support and detract from their potentia to contain ancient sites. Well drained, leve

to moderatdly doping terraces and other landformsin close proximity to wetlands are found in each of the
three Fellsway Connector Parkways. Combinations of the above criteria support the presence of ancient
Native American dtes. Seveard dreams, ponds and wetlands, part of the Mystic River watershed, are
located within 1000 feet of the parkways corridors. The former channd of Little Creek pardles part of
the Fellsway right-of-way. In other aress hilly and/or poorly drained terrain detract from the potentia for
the areato contain ancient stes. For example, the Fellsway Eadt is characterized as a hilly and winding
road, which, especidly in the absance of wetlands, may limit the potential for the areato contain ancient
dtes. Other areas, dong the Fellsway conidor, are relatively flat and extend through filled marshlands

The latter areas dso exhibit poor criteria for the presence of ancient Stes.

Documentary sources d<o exist that verify a favorable potentia for the presence of historic resources in
the parkway locale. Europeen settlement hes been documented in the area since the 17* century and a
wide variety of domegtic, indudtria, and commercia resources are known in the region and in the vicinity
of neighboring parkways. Additional historical and archaeologicd research can document specific
resources located in the vicinity of the Felsway Connector Parkways.

In spite of the high potentia for locating ancient Native American and historic resources in the inthe
vicinity of the Felsway Connector Parkways, the potential to recover significant archaeologica

resources, both ancient Native American and historic, within the nominated boundaries of the parkwaysis
low. The Fellsway Connector Parkways are a muhi-lane divided roadway sysem. The roadways
typically includetwo or three paved north and southbound lanes averaging 13 feet wide and sgparated by
an 8foot grade between the lanes  The Fellsway west and Fellsway dso had a 32 foot wide median strip
that originally contained atrolley. Other parkway facilities included planting strips, concrete sdewalks,
idands, granite curbs and lighting. Given the impacts associated with consfruction of the parkway
facilities, potentia historical archaeologica and ancient Native American resourceswithin the nominated
parkway area have been dedroyed. Truncated features and/or deeply buried fragments of Stes may
survive but the overall integrity of these dtes has been compromised.

(end)
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(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

)L A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See Section 8 Continuation Sheet

9. {Major Biblingraphip.al Referenres

Middlesex County, Massachusett.'i
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Community Planning and Development
Conservation

Engineering

Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance
1895-1956

Significant Dates
1895-1898: Fells Connector Parkway.s cnn.structed
19/i.5-19.-~8 19.5fi- Fell.c; Connector Parkways

reconstructed

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

MA
Cultural Affiliation
WA

Architect/Builder
Charles Eliot, Olmsted Brothers

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

State Historic Preservation Office
. Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

_ Other
Name of repository:

Metropolitan District Commission, Boston. MA

ol



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024.7S
(SS«)

United States Department of the I nterior
National Park Service

National Regiger of Higoric Places
Conti nuati on Sm Fells Connector Parkways

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston MPS
Malden/Medford (Middlesex), MA

Sectionnumber s Page i

SIGNIFICANCE

The Fels Connector Parkways in Medford and Maiden, consigting of the Y-dhaped sygem of roadways
known as The Fellsway, Fdlsway Eadt, ad Fdlsway Wes, is significant as one of the earliest connecting
parkways designed for the Metropolitan Pak Commisson (MPC) by Olmated, Olmgted and Eliot ad its
succesor firm, Olmated Brothers. It isemblemétic of the firm's principlesof parkways creetion. Curvilinear
divided parkways that run north through early 20*-century residentid and commercid neighborhoods, the
Fells Connector Parkways connect the Middlesex Fells Resarvation directly with Bogton, the Mystic River
Resrvation (and Parkway), and the Revae Beech Pakway (all of which are discussed in ssparate
nominations).

The Fells Connector Parkways have bean determined to possess integrity of location, design, setting,

materids, workmanship, feeling, and association. These parkways meat National Regigter CriteriaA andCin
the dgnificance areas of Community Planning and Devedopment, Consarvation, Engineering, Landscgpe
Architecture and Trangportation a the gate levd and fulfills the Parkways Regidtration Requirements for the
assodated Connecting Parkway property subtype, under Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation

Format nomination. The period of dgnificance for the Fells Connector Parkways isfrom 1895, when tekings
for the parkways began, to 1956, when recondgruction work was completed.

After the Boulevard Act was pessed in 1834, the Commission took up the question of accessto the mgor
resarvations, the Middlesex Fdlsand BlueHills. Getting to the Fells wes difficult. Charles Eliot saw no way
through the dense streat network dready built up between Bogston, Cambridge, and Somerville. The best he
could do was lay out aroute from Somervillés Broadway Park to Bear's DenHill in Maiden and Fine Hill in
Medford, promontories on the southem ed of the Fells that were lessthan five and a half miles from the
Massechusetts State House in Bogton. Eliot's imege for these roadways wes, fittingly enough, atree: the
tangled roots were the dreats of Cambridge and Somerville, the trunk the Mystic River Bridge and The
Fellsway north dmost to Heasant Street in Maiden. From there, the two main limbs, the current Fllsway
Eag and Fellsway Wes, extended northto thetwo promontories. From these points, the amdler branches of
the parkways threeded up through the foliage of the Middlesex Fells. (The amdler branches, parkways
within the Reservation, are not part of this nomination, but are included in nominations for the Middlesex
Fells Resarvation Parkways.).

After weighing the dternatives, Eliot and the Commission argued for amulti-modal corridor, with sdewaks
for pedegtriansand bicyclists, roedsfor carriages, and medid tracks for eectric cars(trolleys). If this

(continued)

(Continued)
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connector sysem was completed, he promised, " After threading the mare of city dredts cars and carriages
will find relief and opportunity to goeaed awvay to the Fels or the northern suburbs™

In 1895, the MPC mede itsfirst takings of land for the Fells Connector Parkways, and began condruction in
August of that year, starting with Fellsway Eagt from Flessant Sireet to the Bear's Den entrance of the
Middlesex Fells Reservation. The roadway, built mogly on new right of way, was completed in Sgotember
1896. Existing right of way was incorporated only from the intersection with Murray Hill Road northward to
Fall Street, dong the eestem dde of Fdlamere Pond, dthough even this pre-existing sretch entailed buying
additiona property dong the eestam dde of the right of way. In 1905, the MPC purchesed Fdlamere Pond,

then aMaiden city park, and aneighboring estate for Fdlsmere Park.

By 1896, the MPC had completed acquidtion of land, by purchase and gift, for the main trunk of the Fdls
Connector Parkways, The Fdlsway, from Broadway Pak in Somervilleto Fleasant Street in Maiden, as well
& the segment of Fellsway West between Fellsway Eadt in Maiden and Sdem Street in Medford. Pat of this
right of way usad the existing Middlesex Avenuein Medford and Somerville and itsMystic River bridge. In
1897, the MPC awarded condruction contrects for The Fdlsway and Fellsvay Wes. In Medford, Fdlsway
Weg followed the path of the existing Vdley Strest, beginning & Sdem Street and traveling west to Fulton
Street. From Fulton Street, Fellsvay West continued north and west dlong anew right of way, with Intervae
Brook in between the roadways, to Foret Strest & the bese of Fine Hill. By 1898, the MPC hed completed
congruction of al the Felsway Connector Parkways

Olmgted, Olmgted and Eliot—and its sucocessor firm, Olmgted Brothers (formed in 1898, ayear after Eliot's
desth—"weae architects for the MPC throughout the decades that sawv the condruction of and initial
improvements to the Fdlls Connector Parkways Two key design idess characterize both the Blue Hills and
the Fells Connector Parkways Eliot proposad agtandard right of way 120 feet wide, "simply the narrowest
width within which it is safdly precticable to meke a sgparate reservation for dectric cars.” Secondly, the
northbound of the two pardld roadways was planned as disproportionately wider, "to be restricted to
pleasure carriages, except for the necessary service of the houses fronting upon it." Despite the fact that
the surface trolley and the horse-drawn carriage both have long since vanished from the parkways, their
presence remains in the desgn of the wide medians and three- to two-lane ratios that still charecterize
parts of both of these parkways.

Electric dreet trolley lines occupied the wide medians of The Fellsway and Fdlswvay Wes, from 1907

through the 1940s The Bogton Elevated Railway began congtruction in Somerville in Sgptember of 1907 and

finished the tracks into the Middlesex Fells Resarvation by the end of 1908. Trolleys left Sullivan Station on
(continued)

MRC Annud Report, January 18%5, pps 42-43. All further quotes and dates are from subssguant editions of the Annud Repart or
plansin the MDC plans room, unless athawise noted.

(Continued)
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the Charlestown/Somerville line and entered The Fellsvay by Middlesex Avenue. They crossed in the middle
of the Wellington Bridge and traveled north on the parkway as far s ElIm Street, where they continued on to

Stoneham through the Resarvation. At Slondham Sguare, the trolley connected with other lines, which were

discontinued in the 1930s The trolley to Stoneham wes cut back in 1946 to Elm Street. It continued to

operate dong The Fellsway unfil the mid 1950s

Typicad conditions on a 1918 st of Fdlsway plans show a 120-foot-wide corridor just north of the
Wellington Bridge: 25-foot-wide double lanes north and south bound, and a 32-foot-wide median with trolley
tracks in the middle,flankedby evenly goeced trees, with planting drips and Sdewaks beyond the outsde
curb on both sdes. Farther north, around Bradbury Avenue, the northbound roadway increesed to three lanes
and 36 feet inwidth. The roadway narrowed to crossthe bridge over the Boston and Maine Railroad branch
line, then resumed the samewidth and planting pattem north of the bridge. Between Myrtle and Medford
dreats, 1918 plans show a gandard 25-foot building setback. On Felswvay Eadt, between Pine and Savin
dredts, typical 1918 conditions included, west to eed: a six-foot-wide sdewdk;five-foot-widegrass
planting strip; two-lane 26-foot-wide southbound roadbed; 32-foot-wide median; three-lane 36-foot
northbound roadbed; six-foot grass drip; and nine-foot-wide sdewak. Condruction plans from 1896
consgtently show that ddewalks, st beck from the roadway for mogt of the block, merged into alarge ped a
the comers, apparently an MDC gandard.

Street lighting was a0 an important demeant of the connecting parkways. In 1899, the MPC ingtalled 198
Wedbach ngphtha lamps on The Fdlsway, each lighting an average of 800 square yards of roadway. By
1919, there were 261 of these lamps dong the Fells Connector Parkways. 1n 1926, the MDC replaced these
with anew sysgem of brighter eectric lamps Astechnology improved, lightingfixturesand plansfrequently

changed.

Originally, the Fells Connector Parkways ended a the Mystic Avenue dde of Broadway (now Foss) Pak in
Somerville. In 1898, the MPC took Chauncy Avenue and Winthrop Avenue in Somerville, on the east ad
wes ddes of Broadway Pak, to extend The Felsway south a quarter mileto Broadway. The eesem half of
this southerly Somerville ssgment eventudly became part of the McGrath Highway, while the westem half
continues today as Felswvay Wed. Pat of this area was dedroyed by the congruction of the Northem
Expresswvay/1-93 through Somervillein the early 1970s with ramps connecting to The Fellsway to the north
and McGrath to the south. While historicaly part of the Fells Connector Parkways, the Somerville ssgmants
ae not part of this current nomination due to their extensve changes

In 1905, the MPC began extending Fellsvay West northward from the edge of the Fells into the park,

aong the existing Forest Street corridor. By 1908, Fellsvay West extended to Brooks Road (now the

Cross FdIs Trail), where vehicles could continue over the existing Main Street to Stoneham. In 1930-31,
(continued)

(Continued)
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this entire corridor through the center of the Fdls, from EIm Strest in Medfordto South Stregt in
Stoneham, was rebuilt by the MDC and renamed Fellsway West. This section is further evaluated inthe
nomination for Middlesex Fells Resrvation Parkways and is not part of this nomination. However, itis
important to this history, as it provided an important link between The Fdlswvay and towns to the north,
even as far as New Hampshire, and eventudly led to Fdlsway Wes and The Fellsway becoming
Massachusetts State Highway 28. The Massachusatts WPA Guide of 1937 commended "'State 28" for its
"landscgped  boulevards through an indudtrid and heavily settled area™

In a smilar manner but severd decades later, beginning in 1930, the MDC began surveys, plans ad
egimates for the congtruction of a Felsway Eag extenson from its northerly terminus & Eag Border
Road through the Reservation to the southerly end of the Lynn Fells Parkway a the Stoneham-Mdrose
line. Work was completed in November of 1931. This section is further evduated in the nomination for
the Middlesex Fells Resarvation Parkways and is not part of this nomination. However, it is important to
this history, as it links The Fdlsway to another connecting parkway, the Lynn Fells Parkway (coveredin
a sgparate nomination).

Major changes occurred quite early on the southemn end of the parkway sysem, especialy for Wellington
Bridge. In 1901, the MPC began plans for a new pile bridge to replace the old Wellington Bridge connecfing
the Somerville and Medford sections of The Fellsway. This was a drawbridge; therewere 164 draw openings
in 1908. In 1902, the MPC bagan takings north of the bridge for ajunction with the new Revere Beech
Parkway (covered in a sparate nomination), doubling the width of The Fellsway there. Flans show that the
former Fellsway corridor bacame the new road's southbound lanes, the eestem parking lane with its existing
trees became the median, and a new roadbed was built to the eest for northbound lanes In 1904 the new
Wellington Bridge opened totraffic. It partialy burned in 1914, but was recondructed by 1915.

Traffic counts on the Wellington Bridge in the ssoond decede of the 20* century showed the growing

predominance of motorized vehides A weekly canaus for October 10 to 16, 1915, yidded 28585

automobiles, 837 other motorized vehides (primarily trucks), and only 1739 horse-dravn vehides.

Automobiles and heavy teaming had causad 30 much damage to The Fdlsway that in 1916, parts of the road

near Wellington Bridge, which had bean covered with broken sone and "tarvid' (mede from cod tar), hadto
be completely rebuilt to the subgrade and resurfaced with Portland cement concrete. By August of 1924, the
flow had increesed 90 that daily traffic averages acrass Wellington Bridge were 17,039 automobiles, 612

commercid vehicles, and amae 64 horsa-dravn vehides”

(continued)

Fedad Writers Project, Masssechusdtts (Bogton: Houghton Mifflin, 1937), 488.
Annud Report of the [MDC] Dividon of Metropadlitan Hanning, Novarmbar 1924, p. 9.

(Continued)
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The 1930s sawv generd recondruction of the Fels Connector Parkways to handle increasing automobile

traffic, beginning with the congtruction of two traffic circles: in 1930 a thejunction of Fellsvay Wes, Forest
Street, and South Border Road in Medford (the location of today's Roosevet Circle), and in 1931 a the

junction of the Middlesex Fdls and Revere Beach parkways in Medford (Wellington Circle). In 1935 the

MDC widened, s edgestone, and resurfaced Felsway Eadt, from Fellsvay West to Plessant Sregt in

Maiden. From 1936 to 1938, the MDC conducted recongtruction projects, primarily in the northbound lanes,

of parts of dl three Fels Connector Parkways In 1937, for example, the MDC recondructed the "eagterly
roadway" of Fdlsway Ead from Highland Avenue to Eadt Border Road.

The southem terminus of the parkway in Medford, from its intersection with Revere Beach Parkway
southward, faced increasing pressuresin the 1930s Mystic Valley Parkway reached that intersection in 1935.
Another Wellington Bridge recongmction (1934-36), paid for by federd funds, further increesed traffic.
Dexpite the generd cessation of parkway condruction in the early 19405 Wellington Circle (at the
intersection of Middlesex Fels Parkway, Middlesex Avenue, Mystic Valley Parkway, and Revere Beach
Parkway) was subgtantidly enlarged and recondructed in 1941, complete with an MDC planting plan for 25
different goecies of bushes on the landscgped centrd rotary and miters. Wellington Circle was recongructed
again in 1956, as part of amagor recongruction of dements of the Fells connector parkways.

The Fdlsway, dso known as Sate Route 28, was the primary arterial north of Somerville and Cambridge

from the time it was built until 1973, when the las ssgmantt of the Northem Expressway, today's 1-93

opened. Thisexpressvay bypess of Stiete Route 28 hed been proposed as early as 1948, and the ssgmant from
Medford to the New Hampshire border, including Roosevdt Circle, was built from 1956 to 1963. The

Intersate stalled for sevard years while Massschuseits DPW Commissioner Francs Sargant sought away

through Somervillethat would not destroy homes and budnesses The lagt section of 1-93, which obliterated
much of the Mystic Avenue corridor in Somerville and redigned The Fdllsway, was completed while Sargent
was Governor, taking more than 300 homes and 90 busneses

(end)
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UTM LISTINGS:

) TheFdlsway: southem terminus 19 328500 4696100
a) northem terminus 328240 4698660
3) Felsway Eadt: northem terminus 328660 4700280
tfy southem terminus 328240 4698660
) Fedlsway Wed: northern terminus 327060 4698980

southern terminus 328260 4698660

BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

TheNational Regiger boundaries for the Fells Connector Parkways are drawn to
encompass property historically and currently associated with the roadways. This
includes the parkway corridor and adjacent planting strips and sdewaks, where
they exist. Where sdewaks and planting strips do not exist, the nomination
includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of the
parkway. The boundary doesnot include adjacent MDC-owned parkland that is
not directly related to the parkway. The specific termini for each parkway are es
follows:

Fellsvay East: The northern terminusfor Fellsway Eagt corresponds to aline of
convenience drawn aong the southem edge of Eag Border Road in Maiden. The
southem terminus for the roadway corregpondsto aline of convenience drawn
aong the northem edge of Fdlsway West and The Fdlsway where they meat in
Maiden.

Fellsway Wed: The northwestem terminus of Fellsway West correspondsto a

line of convenience drawn across the western edge of Fulton Street in Medford.

The southesstern terminus of Fellsway West corresponds to aline of convenience

drawn in a north-south direction from the northwestem comer of Fellsway Eagt

across Fdlsway Wes where it connectswith The Fellsway in Maiden.
(continued)
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The Fellsway: The northwestern terminus of The Fellsway correspondsto aline
of convenience drawn in anorth-south direction from the northwestern corner of
Fellsway Eag across The Fdlsway where it connectswith Fellswvay West in
Maiden. The southern terminus correspondsto a line of convenience drawn in an

eed-wed direction across The Fellsway a the northem end of Wellington Bridge
in Medford.

(end)
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Fells Connector Parkways
Maiden and M edford, M assachusetts

Photographer: Emily Maass
Date: July 2002

Location of negatives. PAL, Pawtucket, Rhode Island

Fellsway East

1 Fellsway Eadt a ssen facing north from intersection with Savin Street. S Mary's
Cemetery located to the west.

2. View from Savin Street aoross parkway toward the S. Mary's Cemetery.

3. View of Fdlsway Ead, facing north, as it travels through Felsmere Pak.
Fellsmere Pond and fountain located to the west.

Fellsway West

1 View of Felsway Wes a5 |ooking west toward its intersection with Fulton Street.
2. View of Fellsway Wes &5 it gppears|ooking west neer Larkin Road.

Fellsway

1 View looking north from Third Street.

2. View looking south dong parkway from Third Street.

3. View looking north dong Fellsway near Wetts Street
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MHC# Name Community

Fellsvay Eadt Maiden

Fellsvay Eas/E. Border Maiden
Rd. Miter
Fellswvay Eag Median Sysgem  Maiden

Fdlsway East Tree Canopy Maiden :

Highland Ave/Glenwood Maiden

Street Idand

Fells Connector Pkwys.  Maiden

Miter

Fdlsvay Wes Maden/Medford

Fdlsvay Wet Median ~ Maden/Medford
and Landscaping Sydem

The Fellsway Malden/Medford
Felswvay Median ad Malden/Medford
Landscaping Sysem

Former B&M Railroad  Medford

Bridge

Wallington Cir. Rotary  Medford

DISTRICT DATA SHEET

L ocation

Connecting parkway between

E. Border Rd. and The Fdlsway/

Fdlswvay W.

Intersection E. Border Rd./
Fellsway Eagt

Divides lanes of Felsway Eagt

from E. Border Rd. to Savin S.

and from W. Border Rd. to
Fdlswvay W/The Fellsway
Borders roadway and median
sysem of Fdlsway E. between
E. Border Rd. and Savin S.
Intersection of Highland Ave.
and Glenwood S.

Intersection of The Fdlsway,
Fdlsway E., Flsway W.
Connecting parkway between
Fulton &. and Fellsway E.
Between Fulton S. (Medford)
and Fdlsway E. (Maiden)
Connecting parkway between

Fdlsway E. and Wellington Bridge recongructed 1936-38

Between Fdlswvay E. and
Wellington Bridge

Overpass outh of Med/Mal line

Intersection of The Felswvay,
Mydtic Valey Pkwy., Revere
Beach Pkwy

Date Type
1895-96; ST
recongtructed 1935-38

ealy 20* c. ST

189596 ST

)]

early-mid 20* c.

early 20* c.

early 20* c.

1897-98;
recondructed 1936-38
1897-98

1897-98

1897-98

1897-98

recongmcted 1956

1931
recongmcted 1936, 1941, 1956

9 9 9 9 9 9 4 9
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts * SYCE

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusdtts Historical Commission

March 20, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

Nationa Regigter of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Stregt, NW, 8* floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:

Encdlosed please find the following nomination:

Fells Connector Parkways, Mdden/Medford (Middlesex), MA
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston (Parkways) MPS

The nomination was voted dligible by the State Review Board and bean Sgned by the Sate

Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State Review

Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to
comment.

We request an expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
Nationai Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
vww.state. ma. us'ssc/ mhc



