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The Sharon Historic District contains six residehces dati ng fromthe md-eighteenth
century to the early twentieth century, two Geek Revival chur|dles, and an early
twentieth century librkry. These nine buildings atelocated on a one block stretch
of North Main Street in the Town Center. The buildings forma cohesive visual
group, set back fromthe street with well landscaped lawns. To the southis

Post Office Square, surrounded by altered and nodern commercial buildings. Directly
north i s a modem Church and School, and farther north on Main Street area fixture
01;] a fewnineteenth and nany twentieth century houses, not related historicallyto
the District.
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The Uratarian Church and the First Congregationai Church are the'vi?
points of the district. The Unitarian Church (I), a Ig- story white claipboard
"-Geek Revival building, was constructed in 18"2. The three bay facade has a pedi ment
supported by four Geek Doric colums, with a plain entablature. Twin flights of
stairs lead up t othe twoouter bays of the porch, and between thema third flight
descends t othe partially sunken vestry under the church. | n the portico a pair
of panel ed doors flank a large 20/ 20 central wi ndow, with shutters on the |ower
half. This fenestration and shutter pattemi s repeated onthe side elevations,
each side having three identical windows onthe main story. The vestry w ndows
onthe side elevations aredirectly beneath the main floor bays, and arel Q10
sash. A square bell tower rises inthree tiers fromthe ridge roof, dimnishing in
size and termnating inaspire, and a clock face enbellishes three sides of the
base of the tower. C
y
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The First Congregational Church (8), simlarin styl.eto tne Unitarxan Church, was
built in 1839 |t has no entrance stair, but the four™lonic coltims, restingon
high teranite bases and topped by a pedinent, aresimlar to .those i n the church
across the street, Kk square bell tower rises above the pedinent inthree tiers,
dimnishing insize andtermnating in a spire. The facade behind the colums i s
three bays wide. A central pair of double doors i s topped by a 99 sash w ndow
which i s flanked by two other 9/9 w ndows, which are intura topped by three 6/6
sash windows. The five bay north and south elevations each contain three tall
center-nullioned w ndows at the sanctuary level with 88 sash and a 2/2 transom
The four windows at the neeting roomlevel have 88 sash. This neeting room |evel
was created when the church was raised in the nineteenth century, toaffordnore
space. Bays of irregul ar size and sash arelocated near the southeast coraer i n
the twentieth century el | addition located in the rear of the church and extending
fromthe southemelevation t othe north. This ell was raised i n 1959t o construct
cl assroom space beneath i t, and matches the original church in mterials and style.

The Sharon Public Library(9)« across North Main Street fromthe Unita”an Church,

and next t othe Cgrigregational Church, is a 1 story brick Georgian *"vival building
constructed in 193-4. Semcircular steps,lead, up, to the central entranceway which

is topped by an el aborate broken segnental pediment, supported by Corinthian col ums.
The entrance i s flaiiked on either side by twotall arched windows. These are
topped with concrete keystones and have a sash consisting of a ten-sectioned fanlight
over twotwelve [ight wi ndows separatedby a wooden center-mullion. The roof is

flat with aprojecting dentiled wood com ce just belowthe top of the parapet. The
structtire's foundation i s brick faced. An addition, simlarin size and character,
was added t othe rear in 1960,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Located on North Main Street i nthe mdst of nodemcannercial andresidential jffd"
devel opment, the Sharon Historic District contains the only contiguous, cohesive
group of buildings representingthe historic, devel opment of Sharon. Architecttirally,
the nine buildings, sone which replace earlier structures, display avariety, of

ei ghteenth, nineteenth andearly twentieth century styles. The buildings directly
north of the district are nodem anddo not relate tothe district. Tothe south ,»
I's Post Office Square, comrercially developed, with afewaltered |ate nineteenth
century btd-ldings, and nany nodern i nt msi ons. The Square i s not includedi nthe
district because it haslost, through nodemdevel opnent, whatever sense of time

and place it once had. , DR

Sharon was originally part of a 1637 "NewG ant" given by the Dorchester Proprietors
to encourage newsettlement. | n 1726 the present towns of Sharon, Canton and .,
Stoughton, were separated from Dorchester and called the Stoughton Territory. ——y"\
Settlers i nthe southern part of the Stoughton Territory (nowsSharon), finding Te'te
it difficTolt to attend public worship i nthe northempart of the territory,
petitioned the General Crt i n1739to be set of f as a separate precinct. The
request was granted andi n 1740the Second Precinct of Stoughtpn was established.

It was incorporatedi n 1765 as t he independent town of Stoughtonham andi n1783
changed its nane t o Sharon.

The Second Precinct was first devel oped where the Sharon Historic District stands
today, half way between the twomgjor thoroughfares i n Sharon, the Bay Road onthe
eastem edge of town andthe Od Post Road onthe westem edge. The Unitarian
Church(l) stands onthe site of the First Parish Church of the SecondPrecinct,
built c. 1740. The original meetinghouse was razed c. 1785 and a new one bui |t

in 1787. 1 n 1821 agroup of Calvinists, called the "Christian Society" broke away
fromthe First Parish Church andbuilt their own church i n 1822, onthe site of the
present Congregational Church(8). The present Congregation®. Church was constncted
in 1839, after the original building burned i nl1838. After the theological split
of 1821, the First Parish Church congregation foimd their building was too big to
support, sothey denplished it andbuilt the present Unitarian Church i n 1842.

The Dennett House(5)» the ol dest extant building i nthe area, was built i n 1753 as

t he parsonage of the First Parish Church (Unitarian) onthe site of an earlier

par sonage whi ch had been destroyed by fire. The new parsonage was occupi ed by Rev.
Philip Curtis, the mnister of the First Parish Church,fromthe time it was built

"iSitil his death i n 1797 After several other owners, it was deeded i n 1832 by

Wdow Nancy Goul d to the "Christian Society" (Congregationalsits) along with the |and
on which the Congregational Church Church Parsonage and Dr. Griffin's Office nowstand.
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The Morse House (2), built 1 n1805, i sreputed t ohave been built with brick
brought from England as ship ballast. | twas certainly thefirst brick house i n
Sharon, and thebrick i sdifferent i ncolor and texture from any other |ocal
brick. Later i nthenineteenth century the house was owed for atime by the

H xon famly, original settlers of the Second Precinct. The house once had been
painted but thebrick has been restored t oits original conditionby the present
owner s.

The First Congregational Church Parsonage (3) and theDr. Griffin Office (4) both
stand on land given t ot he Congregational Churchi n 1832 by Nancy Could. The
Office was built i n1898 as a private residence, while theParsonage, builti n
1905, has al ways been used as such.

The two houses on t he east side of North Main Street were built i nl910 and 1911.
They arethe first buildingsontheir sites, and were part of t he beginning of

the intense devel opment of t he A d Second Precinct center. They arerelated visually
to therest of the block.

The Sharon Public Library (9), south of t he Congregational Church, was builti n
1914 with funds given by Andrew Carnegie. This Georgian Revival brick building,
designed by C Howapi' Wl ker, had its photograph published i nthe Encyclopedia
Britanica (l4th BEd., 1929) article onLibraryArchitecture, as an exanple of
outstanding library architecture.
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Key t oMyp of Sharon Historic District

1 Unitarian Church cor. of No. Main & Depot
2 Mor se House 22 North Main St.

3 First Congregational Church 32 North MainSt.

Par sonage

4 Dr. GriffinOffice 38 North Main Street

5 De Dennett House 50 North Main Street

6 47 North Main Street

7 41 North Main Street

8 First Congregational Chiirch North Main Street

9 Sharon Public Library North Main Street

\y>

1842
1805
1905

1898
1753
1911
1910
1839
191i f
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