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NAME 
HISTORIC 

Sharon Historic District 

AND/OR COMMON 

same 

LOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

J • I 

North Main Street from Post Office Square to School Street 
_ N O T FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Sharon VICINITY OF 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

10th 
STATE 

Massachusetts 
CODE COUNTY 

TJnr fn IV 
CODE  

091 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
J£DISTRICT 

_BUILDING(S) 
—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 

OWNERSHIP * _ 
—PUBLIC \ ' 

—PRIVATE • ' 

X.BOTH 
PUBLIC ACQUISITION 

—IN PROCESS 
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STATUS 
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—UNOCCUPIED 

—WORK IN PROGRESS 

ACCESSIBLE 
X_YES: RESTRICTED 

X_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

—NO 

^ ; PRESENT USE 
AGRICULTURE —MUSEUM -J^ ^ 

—COMMERCIAL _PARK 

X E D U C A T I O N A L J L P R I V A T E RESIDENCE 

—ENTERTAINMENT X R E L I G I O U S 

—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 

—INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION 

—MILITARY —OTHER: 

OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Multiple 
STREET & NUMBER 

CITY. TOWN 

Sharon VICINITY OF 

STATE 

Massachusetts 02067 

LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 

Norfolk County Registry of Deeds 
COURTHOUSE, 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ETC 

STREET & NUMBER 
650 High Street 

CITY, TOWN 

Dedham 
STATE 

Massachusetts 

[1 REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth ^ ' . 

1967-68 —FEDERAL J^TATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusctts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

CITY, TOWN 

Boston 
STATE 

Massachusetts 



DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION K CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

-EXCELLENT , —DETERIORATED ' , —UNALTERED ^ - v 2L0RIGINAL SITE 

J C G O O D V • —RUINS 2_ALTERED 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 
—MOVED DATE. 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN)^HYSICAL APPEARANCE 
/ The Sharon Historic District contains six residences dating from the mid-eighteenth 

century to the early twentieth century, two Greek Revival chur|dles, and an early 
twentieth century li b r k r y . These nine buildings a±̂ e located on a one block stretch 
of North Main Street i n the Town Center. The buildings form a cohesive visual 
group, set back from the street with well landscaped lawns. To the south i s 
Post Office Square, surrounded by altered and modern commercial buildings. Directly 
north i s a modem Church and School, and farther north on Main Street are a fixture 
of a few nineteenth and many twentieth century houses, not related historically to 
the D i s t r i c t . ,.-_.„ ,....... , • 

The Uratarian Church and the First Congregationai Church are t h e ' v i ^ 
points of the d i s t r i c t . The Unitarian Church ( l ) , a Ig- story white claipboard 
"-Greek Revival building, was constructed i n 18^2. The three bay facade has a pediment 
supported by four Greek Doric columns, with a plain entablature. Twin f l i g h t s of 
stairs lead up to the two outer bays of the porch, and between them a third f l i g h t 
descends to the p a r t i a l l y sunken vestry under the church. In the portico a pair 
of paneled doors flank a large 20/20 central window, with shutters on the lower 
half. This fenestration and shutter pattem i s repeated onthe side elevations, 
each side having three identical windows on the main story. The vestry windows 
onthe side elevations are directly beneath the main floor bays, and are lO/lO 
sash. A square b e l l tower rises i n three tiers from the ridge roof, diminishing i n 
size and terminating i n a spire, and a clock face embellishes three sides of the 
base of the tower. . , 

y 
/ \ 

The First Congregational Church (8), similar i n styl.e to tne Unitarxan Church, was 
b u i l t i n 1839« I t has no entrance stair, but the four^ Ionic coltimns, resting on 
high teranite bases and topped by a pediment, are similar to .those i n the church 
across the street, .k square b e l l tower rises above the pediment i n three t i e r s , 
diminishing i n size and terminating i n a spire. The facade behind the columns i s 
three bays wide. A central pair of double doors i s topped by a 9/9 sash window 
which i s flanked by two other 9/9 windows, which are i n tura topped by three 6/6 
sash windows. The five bay north and south elevations each contain three t a l l 
center-mullioned windows at the sanctuary level with 8/8 sash and a 2/2 transom. 
The four windows at the meeting room level have 8/8 sash. This meeting room level 
was created when the church was raised i n the nineteenth century, to afford more 
space. Bays of irregular size and sash are located near the southeast coraer i n 
the twentieth century e l l addition located i n the rear of the church and extending 
from the southem elevation to the north. This e l l was raised i n 1959 to construct 
classroom space beneath i t , and matches the original church i n materials and style. 
The Sharon Public Library(9)« across North Main Street from the Unita^an Church, 
and next to the Cgrigregational Church, i s a 1 story brick Georgian ^^vival building 
constructed i n 193-4. Semicircular steps,lead, up, to the central entranceway which 
is topped by an elaborate broken segmental pediment, supported by Corinthian columns. 
The entrance i s flaiiked on either side by two t a l l arched windows. These are 
topped with concrete keystones and have a sash consisting of a ten-sectioned fanlight 
over two twelve l i g h t windows separated by a wooden center-mullion. The roof i s 
f l a t with a projecting dentiled wood comice just below the top of the parapet. The 
structtire's foundation i s brick faced. An addition, similar i n size and character, 
was added to the rear i n I960. 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

"IPERIOD 

_J>REHISTORIC 

_ i 4 0 0 - 1 4 9 9 

500-1599 

_• • 600-1699 

X . 1700-1799 
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—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 
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^ARCHITECTURE v . - -

ART , , 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

XEXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

—LAW 

—LITERATURE - . 

—MILITARY 

- M U S I C _ V 

—PHILOSOPHY 

POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

-RELIGION 

-SCIENCE 

-SCULPTURE 

-SOCIALyHUMANITARIAN 

-THEATER 

-TRANSPORTATION 

-OTHER (SPECIFY) V 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

Located on North Main Street i n the midst of modem canmercial and residential jf,f sf ' 
development, the Sharon Historic District contains the only contiguous, cohesive , 
group of buildings representing the historic, development of Sharon. Architecttirally, 
the nine buildings, some which replace earlier structures, display a variety, of 
eighteenth, nineteenth and early twentieth century styles. The buildings directly 
north of the d i s t r i c t are modem, and do not relate to the d i s t r i c t . To the south ,̂  
i s Post Office Square, commercially developed, with a few altered late nineteenth 
century btd-ldings, and many modern intmsions. The Square i s not included i n the 
d i s t r i c t because i t has lost, through modem development, whatever sense of time 
and place i t once had. , " , ' 

Sharon was originally part of a 1637 "New Grant" given by the Dorchester Proprietors 
to encourage new settlement. I n 1726 the present towns of Sharon, Canton and ., 
Stoughton, were separated from Dorchester and called the Stoughton Territory. '—-y^^^ 
Settlers i n the southern part of the Stoughton Territory (now Sharon), finding "'••'*• 
i t difficTolt to attend public worship i n the northem part of the t e r r i t o r y , 
petitioned the General Co^lrt i n 1739 to be set off as a separate precinct. The 
request was granted and i n 1740 the Second Precinct of Stoughtpn was established. 
I t was incorporated i n 1765 as the independent town of Stoughtonham, and i n 1783 
changed i t s name to Sharon. 

The Second Precinct was f i r s t developed where the Sharon Historic District stands 
today, half way between the two major thoroughfares i n Sharon, the Bay Road on the 
eastem edge of town and the Old Post Road on the westem edge. The Unitarian 
Church(l) stands on the site of the First Parish Church of the Second Precinct, 
b u i l t c. 1740. The original meetinghouse was razed c. I785 and a new one b u i l t 
i n 1787. I n 1821 a group of Calvinists, called the "Christian Society" broke away 
from the First Parish Church and b u i l t their own church i n 1822, on the site of the 
present Congregational Church(8). The present Congregation^. Church was constmcted 
i n 1839, after the original building burned i n I838. After the theological s p l i t 
of 1821, the First Parish Church congregation foimd their building was too big to 
support, so they demplished i t and b u i l t the present Unitarian Church i n 1842. 

The Dennett House(5)» the oldest extant building i n the area, was b u i l t i n 1753 as 
the parsonage of the First Parish Church (Unitarian) on the site of an earlier 
parsonage which had been destroyed by f i r e . The new parsonage was occupied by Rev. 
Philip Curtis, the minister of the First Parish Church,from the time i t was b u i l t 
'iSitil his death i n 1797* After several other owners, i t was deeded i n I832 by 
Widow Nancy Gould to the "Christian Society" (Congregationalsits) along with the land 
on which the Congregational Church Church Parsonage and Dr. Griffin's Office now stand. 
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The Morse House (2), b u i l t i n 1805, i s reputed to have been b u i l t with brick 
brought from England as ship ballast. I t was certainly the f i r s t brick house i n 
Sharon, and the brick i s different i n color and texture from any other local 
brick. Later i n the nineteenth century the house was owned for a time by the 
Hixon family, original settlers of the Second Precinct. The house once had been 
painted but the brick has been restored to i t s original condition by the present 
owners. 

The First Congregational Church Parsonage (3) and the Dr. G r i f f i n Office (4) both 
stand on land given to the Congregational Church i n 1832 by Nancy Gould. The 
Office was b u i l t i n I898 as a private residence, while the Parsonage, b u i l t i n 
1905, has always been used as such. 

The two houses on the east side of North Main Street were b u i l t i n I9IO and I 9 I I . 
They are the f i r s t buildings on their sites, and were part of the beginning of 
the intense development of the Old Second Precinct center. They are related visually 
to the rest of the block. 

The Sharon Public Library (9), south of the Congregational Church, was b u i l t i n 
1914 with funds given by Andrew Carnegie. This Georgian Revival brick building, 
designed by C. Howapi' Walker, had i t s photograph published i n the Encyclopedia 
Britanica (l4th Ed., 1929) article on Library Architecture, as an example of 
outstanding library architecture. 
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Key to Map of Sharon Historic District 
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NAME OF WOPERTY r~̂ -l-M^̂ ^̂ 6~4̂  ' ^ l y j t l y ^ ^ L .a'tr2 a i r STATE 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your office for 
clarification of the information indicated below. PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM WHEN THE NOMINATION 
IS RESUBMITTED. 

OescHptlon: R E C E I V E D 

AUG 4 1975 

8 

9 

10 

12 

MAf̂ .q Hlf^T. COMM. 

Statement of Significance: 

Bibliography: 

Geographical Data — Acreage: 

UTM Reference(s) 

Verbal Boundary Description: 

Certificat ion? (^JIOL^C U - A J ^ S I 4 P D Q J u u J i (LUJL I I t.^ 

Photograph/c'^^verageT^ 

I 

Map Coverage: . i^\ry 
other: 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

on the National Register staff, telephone 

Thank you for your attention to the above items. 

Od^^^J^a^b(<yiA/t^^ Date: 
Chief, Branch of Registration ^ 

I N T :2 1 0 S - 7 4 

United States Department of the Interior National Park Service WASO No. 8 



PU-A.SE RKTUIU^ TI1I3 FOIUI WIIKN Timn^OVnW( IS jyiSUiyilfTIiD. DATE: ^-6- 7 ^ 
NAME OF TROPERTY ^S^O^m^ ffUT^IO ([JbdlnCf- f MAAfj. 

The attached National Register Inventory-Nomination form is being returned to your 
o f f i c e for c l a r i f i c a t i o n of the information indicated below. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. C l a s s i f i c a t i o n . 

4. Owner of Property. 

5. Location of Legal Description. 

6. Representation i n Existing Surveys. 

7. Descr 

8. Statement of Significance, l}^ 
/ i k ^ ^ L , ^ . d * ^ C U ^ j 4 ; t \ , . ^ . „ a a ^ a . a . r v , ^ 

. ficance. IJk. jfUo/Jt^^ -f^dh TVUthL / / o OL cU/^lCf 
^A^^.^^ d*kicu^j^ j^MCJhckVn /H9^'rN^/i(^a^ii([yv 

_ 9. Bibliography. 

_10. Geographical Data. 
a. Loneitude and Latitude Coordinates. 

Acreage. 

Form Prepared By. 

12. C e r t i f i c a t i o n . 

_X Photographic Coverare^^^ ( ^ M i f /IAD ^/^h /ItLlficAQji^ "pdUUl^-^ ife^L 

Map Coverage. Please use a map bearing an i d e n t i f i e d system of coordinates. 
preferably an o r i g i n a l USGS, which allows us to check latitude-longitude. 

C l a r i f i c a t i o n or correction of the above itMiis must be made prio r to the i n i t i a t i o n 
of our professional review. Correction of these technical errors does not 
necessarily insure that the nomination w i l l then s a t i s f y the National Register 
c r i t e r i a i n f u l l . . 

Thank you for your a t t e n t i o n to the above items checked 

SIGNED: CM4^*M^Q>'^M^^ 
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