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1. Name of Property
historic name Cohasset Common Historic District

other names/site number

2. Location

Portions of Highland Ave., North Main Street;
street & number  all of Wm. B. Long, Jr. Road, Robert E. Jason Road N/A notfor publication
city ortown Cohasset ___ N/A vicinity
state Massachusetts code MA county Norfolk code 021  zp code 02025

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Actof 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this*'nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements setforth In 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
"meets ¢ does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

¢ nationally < statewide "5j;[localiy. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Tite  Juditirr*B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

state or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets ¢ does not meet the National Register criteria. (* See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

)nal Parl< Service Certification
heraoy certify that this property is: Slgrituireof thdKeepe” Date of Action
‘entered in the National Register .
* See continuation sheet. /(ml II ,,| /w C
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):
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Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

X private _ building(s)

X public-local X district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

GOVERNMENT: city hall

RELIGION: religious facility, Church-related residence
RECREATION AND CULTURE: monument/marker
LANDSCAPE: plaza

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from Instructions)

COLONIAL: Georgian
EARLY REPUBLIC: Federal

1D-19TH CENTURY: Greek Revival
LATE VICTORIAN: ltaiianate, Second Empire, Queen
Anne
LATE 19TH AND 20TH CENTURY REVIVALS:
Colonial Revival, Late Gothic Revival

Narrative Description

Norfolk County, MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
41 1 buildings
1 0 sites
structures
_ objects
49 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from Instructions)

DOMESTIC: single dwelling

GOVERNMENT: city hall

RELIGION: religous facility, church-related residence
RECREATION AND CULTURE: monument/marker
LANDSCAPE: plaza

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

walls clapboard, shingle

roof asphalt, slate, wood shingle

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have
made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns ofour history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F a commemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

Norfolk County, MA
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE

COMMUNITY PLANNING & DEVELOPMENT

RELIGION

Period of Significance
1713 - 1937

Significant Dates
1713. 1747. 1770. 1824. 1857.
1903, 1937

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

Cultural Affiliation

Architect/Builder
Builders: James Stutson, Job Pratt

Architect: Cram, Goodhue & Ferguson

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been reguested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
X Local government
_ University
__ Other
Name of repository:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
Cohasset Historical Commission
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 24 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 19 350960 4678280 3.19 351320 4677900
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

2. 19 351080 4678420 4. 19 351240 4677860
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title David H. Wadsworth, Cohasset Historical Commission with Betsy Friedberq, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 1995
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sicetch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name multiple

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code_

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for
reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or
any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the
Office of Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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7. DESCRIPTION

The Cohassst Common Historic Digtrict is a district of residentid, religious, and civic structures which
surround the historic Town Common inthe centrd part of Cohasset. The long, rectilinear Common rans
north-south through the center of the district, which contains all of the properties dong Highland Avenue
and North Main Strest that overlook the Common. Located just north of Cohasset's smal commercia
center, the district contains gpproximately 24 acres and represents the town's original settlement as the
South Parish of the neighboring town of Hingham. The district is characterized by the broad, open
landscepe of the Common.  Its focal point isthe First Parish Meeting House, Stuated a the Common's
midpoint. The predominance of similar two-story masing and of Georgian and Federd detailing on the
many eighteenth and early-nineteenth century buildingsfacing the Common creete arhythm and harmony
that visually unify the area Condgent setbacks and gracious landscaping add to the district's Sately
image. The individual properties date from 1713 to 1920, dthough modes dterations and additions have
continued through the twentieth century.

The digtrict contains a total of 54 resources, of which 49 are contributing and 5 are noncontributing.
There are 41 contributing buildings, 1 contributing ste, 4 contributing Sructures, and 3 contributing
objects. Of the 5 noncontributing resources, 1isabuilding, ad 4 are gmctures. Theseae all minima
in gopearance, conssting of a 1960 garage, 3 in-ground swimming pools, and a bus shdter. The
properties ae all in excdlent condition and have bean well-maintained. Original design character ad
higtoric building fabric are largely intact.

The district's topography is defined by the broad, level plain of the Common, doping gently downward
and then upward a its northem end. A high outcropping of ledge known as Bournes Rocks defines its
southerly edge, with Highland Avenue doping up a hill to reech S. Stephen's Church, which sts aop
the ledge. Beyond it, south of Bourngs Rocks, isthe town's commercid district. To the weg, the plain
drops off to alowland areajust behind the properties on North Main Street. The wooded upland of Greet
Neck, a consarvation areg, abuts mog of the district's eedem boundary. Easward of the district & its
northerly edgeis Little Harbor, a shalow, protected body of water. Beyond the district's northern edge
North Main Street becomes a narrow winding road no longer visiblefi-om the Common.

Although the district's properties are primarily residentid, it isthe religiousand civic smctureswhich are
mog noticesble because of their larger scde and prominent siting. The Firgt Parish Meeting House of
1747 is centered on the Common, its pristine design accentuated by itstall degpleand Town Clock. The
Second Congregationa  Church of 1824 and the daborate Itdianate-style Town Hall of 1857 fece the
Meeting House from Highland Avenue. Historically, the Town Hall dso contained the High School, the
town jail, and was used for loca drama productions until the 1950s  Today, it is used soldy for town
adminigtrative offices, and includes alarge, recent addition. St. Stephen's Church, alarge Gothic Revival
church/parish center complex, overlooks the Common from its southen end. Two properties originally
built & homes now sarve as a community center and a parish hall. The majority of properties, built as
single-family resdences, continue in their original uses

(continued)
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Thedistrict's physica character is determined by the long, rectangular open goece of the Common, flanked
by resdences dong the roads which form its two esstiwes edges The 1670 Land Division Hat defined
the Common as the "Plain,” but it historicaly been referred to as the Common for mog o f its life. Two
dhort crossroads divide the Common into two large rectangular sections a the north and middle portion,
and one smdler, guarish section a the southem end. The wedge-sheped open goece a the district's
northem end historically was consdered a part of the Common. In recent years it hes been redesignated
& State Highway property, athough itsvisua character has, fortunately, not changed. North Main Street
is an ancient way, and wes the origina road connecting the settlement of Hingham to the north and
Scituate to the south. Its presant layout dates from 1682.

The Common's landscepe consgs primarily of large, open expansss of grass and anumber of maturetrees
a various points dong its outer edges Originally lined by Dutch ms on both sdes many of the trees
have been removed due to disseseand gorm dam age A naturd pond formed by glacial ice sood neer

the Common's southem end. |1t was redesigned as Medtinghouse Pond in 1903 &s a civic improvement.

The pond hes afountain & itscenter, and severd flowering trees grace itsedges. Diagonal pathway's cut

aoross the Common. These were d<o pat of the 1903 civic improvement.

Both Highland Avenue and North Main Street are lined by narrow grasstree-bdts with occasond trees.
Continuous sdewaks run their lengths, with mogt of the homes st quite dose to the dredt, perhaps
10-15' back from the ddewaks. The lots are generally rectangular, narrow a the dreet but extending
back condderably to form degp rear yards. Mogt of the homes have amal front lavns and maure
foundation plantings or hedges Two properties, the Capt. Abraham Tower House and the Dr. Fordyce
Foger House, have fine ningteenth century wooden fences marking their front boundaries Sde and rear
yards are planted with grass shrubbery, smdl gardens, and mature trees, adding to the gracious yet formal
feeling of the digtrict. Many properties include free-standing garages or bams set badk behind the houses
The garages are of complimentary de sgns and modest in Sze as 0 not to detract from the district's
character, while the bams gtrengthen the historic context of the homes, particularly the large nineteenth
century barn of the Joseph Bates House

Architecturally, the district is comprised primarily of Georgian and Federd style properties, with a
scattering of Greek Revival, Seoond Empire, Queen Anne, Gothic Revival, and Colonia Revival properties
interspersed between the earliest buildings. The predominance of fine Georgian and Federd designs
reflects the affluence and high styletages of itsorigina inhabitants, as well as the dedre by later resdents
to preserve these prigtine designs, materials, and historic settings. Georgian desgns were built even into
the early years of the ningteenth century, indicating that the newer Federd style was more dowly
introduced in a small, seeooedt town such as Cohast than in the larger, wedlthier towns of Sdem,
Newburyport, Boston, etc. The mid-to-late-nineteenth century designs ae relatively modest but fine
examples of the stylistic pattems characterigic of New England architecture as a whole during this era

(continued)
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Among the district's properties are thefoll owing, grouped chronologically within two categories religious
and civic resources, and resdentia resources Proparty names are bessd on historic research of the
origina owner's name. Numbers in parathesss refer to the atached Sketch Map Number, followed by
MHC Inventory Number, then Photograph Number (when applicable).

Most prominent among the district'sreligious and civic properties isitsoldest surviving religious property,
the First Parish Meeting House, located near the center of Cohasst Common (Map #5; MHC #43,
Photographs #1, 4). Built in 1747, it replaced an earlier, amdler meeting house of 1714-1715 which stood
one hundred feet southward of it. The original design was enhanced by the 1799 addition of the north
tower and degple The Firgt Parish Meeting House is a wood-frame building, faced in dgpboards and
capped by awood-shingled ridge roof The design is dominated by the tall square tower centered on its
north elevation, the broad gabled end of its large two and one-haf sory, squarish mass The north facade
isthree bays wide, with twelve-over-twelve light seeh inthe two outer bays and nine-over-nine light ssgh
in the two upper bays of thetower. The pedimented tower entrance isflankedby pilegters and retains its
panded wood door. The despleisatall, degant design inthe Adamesgue style, octagond in shepe and
framed by a square Classicd bdudrade a its bese The wes (front) entry wing was added in 1768,
condggting of atwo-gtory ell, two bays degp and one wide with a pedimented centra entrance in its pesked
wes devation. The presant bell was ingtalled in 1826 and the Town Clock a the top of the tower (Map
#4; MHC #928; Photograph #1) was donated by a group of Cohasse citizens in 1864.

The Ssocond Congregationa Church, (Map #18; MHC #38; Phatograph #7), weas built in 1824 a thetime
of a schigam within Cohasset'soriginal parish. Originaly designed as a one-dory stmcture, in 1878 the
building wes devated and anew vestry level added & grade level, creating the presant two-story design.
Following a serious fire in 1928, the present window and entrance designs were ingtalled, basaed on the
origind Federd detailing. Most of the openings had been converted to lancet-shaped, Gothic Reviva
openings in the late nineteenth century. The present Federd design condgts of atall rectangular mess with
its narrow end facing the sreet. Faoad in dagpboards, atwo-gory gable-ended entrance pavilion, dightly
lower than the main two-story mass iscentered on the facade and has awide centra entrance bay flanked
by hipped end bays. The entrance consgs of three panded wood doors sat behind an open portico of four
Doric columns supporting a Classicd wooden baudrade. At the second dory is a graceful Pdladian
window, below the pavilion'slarge pediment. A short, square tower with smaler Pdladian windows on
three sdes and an open, octagond belfry cgoped by a bdl-shaped roof and weathervane rest aop the
roofs ridge where it intersects the front pavilion. The main mess of the church isrichly articulated adong
its north and south elevations. At the first dory are twelve-over-eight light windows with projecting flat
lintels below a double string course. At the ssoond gtory, there ae tall, round-arched openings, with
twelve-over-twelve light sash beow ddlicate, intersecting tracery in the acches A two-story addition
completed in 1990 extends southward from the origina mass and is compatible in materids, massng, and
design.

The Cohessst Town Hall (Map #16; MHC #37; Photograph #7) sands directly south of the Second
Congregational Church, occupying a large dte which is clearly visible from the southem half of the
Common. Completed in 1857, the Town Hall is Itaiianate in design. Its main mass, two and one-haf

(continued)
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dories and faced in dgpboards, isalong, degp rectangle with aridge roof, gable-end to the street. Dating
from major renovations in 1928, a dightly smaler, two-story pavilion of onebay depth soansthe three
center bays of the five-bay west facade. Its center bay hes araised entry with two pairs of nine-light
double doors below rectangular transom lights and a shdlow projecting wooden hood. Above ae a
three-part window and a semi-circular window in the pediment. Both the pavilion and main mess ae
enriched by paired wooden brackets a the pediment and eawves The north and south devations of the
main mass feature tallfirst-storywindowswith projecting hoods and Palladian-style upper story windows.
A large, two-and one-hdf story addition built in 1987 extends southward from the reer corner of the
building.

Completed in 1900, St. Stephen's Church and Hall (Map #10; MHC #44; Photogragph #3) was one of the
lag major properties to be built inthe district. Designed by the noted Bogton firm of Cram, Goodhue &
Ferguson, it is a fine example of Gothic Revival architecture, in which the firm specidized. Themain
entrance faces south, primarily goproached by a segp flight of gars from South Main Stregt. The
entrance tower projects southward from the main rectilinear mass of the church, whose large scale and
date-dlad ridge roof dominate its design. The wallsare faced in Weymouth granite with half-timbering
in the upper sections. The three-tiered, squeare tower, d< faced in granite, fegtures light gonetrim with
Gothic motifs framing the pointed-arched entrance and atall lancet-arched pair of tracery windowsinits
upper tier. The bell tower was built in 1906, with itsorigina 23 carillon bells imported from England
and ingtalled in 1924. Additional bels were added in later years, and the tradition of Sunday carillon
concats hes continued snce 1924. The connecting two-story parish center and meeting hall (1955) are
of complimentary Gothic Reviva desgn and employ similar sonework and haf-timbering motifs.

The Common contains anumber of historic war memorids erected by the Town and by various veterans
organizations. The Revolutionary War Monument, of 1902, (Map #7; MHC #932) isalarge boulder with
a bronze plague which is dtuated near the northerly end of Cohasst Common. The George G. Crocker
Memorial FHagpole, (Map #6;, MHC #946; Photogrgph #8) is centered on the Common acrassfrom Beech
Street. It isan 80-foot wooden pole st in a granite besg, ingtdled in 1915. 1t flies the American flag
& well as other locd and specid occadon flags. A World War 1" Temporary” Monument was erected
C1920 & the south end of the Common. Classca Reviva in style, a glass case framed by dender
wooden columns and an overhanging roof liststhe "Honor Roll, Cohasst.” By virtue of its continued
exigence, it isin fact not a "temporary” monumernt.

Although severd houses existed near the Common by 1700, the Josgph Bates House (Map #36; MHC #56;
Photograph #9) of 1713 is the earliest surviving example. Located & 67 North Main Stredt, it isa
Georgian design, s2t up from the road on a knoll which overlooks Little Harbor to the northeest. The
gracious design is of clgpboard, with afive-bay, center entrance facade cgpped by a ridge roof with
comice returns and three large pedimented dormers with p aired six-over-six windows. The projecting
entrance bay isendosed, with aClasscd arched baudrade a itstop. The south eevation festures a smdl
entrance portico with rich Georgian details. lonic columns, a banded entablature; and a modillioned
comice and pediment. At the northwest edge of the property Sandsa large bam, possibly built as early

(continued)
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as the 1830s (Map #37; MHC #1097). Symmetrica in desgn, the facade hes a large gable inthe center
bay and twelve-over-eight windows.

The Rev. Nehemiah Hobart House (Map #27; MHC #49; Photograph #4) faces the mid-section of the
Common where it was built in 1722. Located & 19 North Main Stredt, it historically sarved as the loca
minister's home until ¢.1900 when it became the parish house for the First Parish Meeting House. The
five-bay, capboard-faced facade is characteristic of Georgian design, capped by aridgeroof with alarge
central chimney. The first sory windows have triangular pediments, matching the broad pediment of the
endosad entrance bay which retains its originad panded door flanked by pared pilegters. To the north
and st well back isan atached cariage house To the rear is an atached meeting hall dating from the
1950s minimally visible from the dreet.

The Stutsorn/Nichols/Doane House (Map #24; MHC #45) & 3 North Main Sreet datesfrom ¢.1750, but

was enlarged to crete the presant Federd mandon ¢.1798. Although used as a community center Snce
the 1940s it retains its historic gopearance from the Common, where it marks the district's southwest
edge The home is dtuated on agentle knoll which then drops off to Depot Street.  Three full dories in
height and faced in cdapboards, it is caoped by a hipped roof with two chimneys. The five-bay
center-entrance facade hes six-over-six windows a the first and second gories and three-over-sx sseh &
the added third story. The entrance hes a large pedimented portico with comer pilasters. The panded

door isflanked by half-height sddights and amulti-light transom band. To the rear but not visiblefrom

the Common is a large, atached, mid-twentieth century community building.

Another exceptional Federd design isthe Capt. Abraham Tower House of 1802 (Map #32; MHC #54).
Located a 45 North Main Stredt, thislarge two and one-haf sory resdence sands doseto the dredt, its
facade framed by a picket fence of wooden dowels and pointed done piers (Map #33; MHC #979). The
five-bay facade is dominated by the centra entrance portico, a massve endosure with a broad pediment
and entablature extending forward of the entry and supported by fluted Doric columns. The panded entry
door isflanked by multi-light half-height sdelights. A two-story pentagond bay was later added to the
wes bay of the north elevation.

Parhgps more characteridtic of the district's many Federd-style homes is the Ssoond Congregationd
Church Parsonege of 1830 (Map #19; MHC #39; Photogrgph #5). Located & 53 Highland Avenue,
directly north of the Second Congregationd Church, it istwo-storied, faced in cgpboards, with asegp
hipped roof and tall twin chimneys, one near eech end. Thefive-bayfacade hes six-over-six windows
and an open, flat-roofed entrance portico supported by Doric columns. The entrance hes three-quarter
dddightsand afanlight. Along the north devation isa Classicaly-based 1914, one-story endlosed porch
with tall multi-light windows, transoms and comer pilagters.

Representative of the district's severd Gresk Reviva desgns isthe Capt. James Collier House (Map #21;

MHC #41). Built in 1852 a 61 Highland Avenue, the two and one-half story house is st gable-end to
the dreet, typical of the Gregk Reviva period. The three-bay facade hes full-height comer pilagters

(continued)
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supporting a degp cornice with returns. Windowsare six-over-six a the two upper stories, and nearly
full-height, fifteen light sseh & the first story. In the south entrance bay, a panded door isflankedby
Siddlights. A one-story, hipped porch supported by four dender Doric columns goansthe facade.

The Thomas Smith Arcade Hall, c. 1850, (Map #25; MHC #46) was moved to its present Ste by the 1880s
from just southwest of the district & Depot Street'Ripley Road. The three-bay gable end facesthe drest
and hes full-height corner pilesters and a very tall gable. Windows are six-over-six and have molded
hoods. The south entry bay hes a pedimented portico resting on dender Doric columns. An open porch
of smilar design goans the south elevation and has aturned wooden baudrade which isaso carried across
the building's facade.

The Charles W. Gammons House (Map #20; MHC #40) a& 59 Highland Avenuewas originaly a Federd
design built in 1816 by Levi Tower. It was rebuilt in 1862 as a Ssoond Empire design, which, when
bumed in 1901, was rebuilt in exactly the same design. The large scde and massing suggest the grandeur
and lavishness of the style. The three-bay facade has a degp comice with paired brackets and is cgoped
by abell mansard roof with pairs of round arched dormers on each elevation. The main entrance portico
isflat-roofed,with arched tmsswork, large bauders, and square pog supports. Two-over-two first-story
windows with shallow, bracketed hoods complete the design. A two-story addition dong the south
devation congds of matchingfirst-andsecond-gory endosad sun porches with multi-light paired windows
and transoms.

In the case of mogt of the residentiad properties, there were no architects of record. The desgnswere
often developed by locd housewrights, besed on other homesthey or the owner, often amerchant or ship
owner, had ssen dsawhere in the region. James Stutson, one such loca housewright, is credited with
building the StutsorVNichols Doane House (Map #24) and probably built severd others as well. Job Pratt
was a mid-nineteenth century carpenter who mog likely buih his own house (Map #31) as well s that
of his brother, Thomas Pratt (Map #29). The architect for . Stephen's Church, Cram, Goodhue &
Ferguson, was a prominent Bogton firm known for its ecclesadtica designs in Gothic and other revival

dyles.

The district's contributing buildings datefrom 1713 through 1920. Its only noncontributing resources are

minor dements. a 1960s garage behind one home; three in-ground pools; and a small bus shdter & one

end of the Common. Severd large additions have been meade during this century to buildings with public

functions. The rear additions to the Rev. Nehemiah Hobart House (Map #27), the Stutsor/NicholsDoane

House (Map #24), and the Ssoond Congregational Church (Map #18) are st behind their respective

historic structures and do not detract from the district'soveral scale and desgn character.  The Town Hall

addition is more prominent and thus more intrasive, but & leest uses Smilar materids, a white dapboard
exterior, to lessen itsimpect.

(continued)
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The three properties which have been moved to new locations were all done =0 inthe nineteenth century,
thus having earned significance in their present locations as well.  Two, the Dr. Fordyce Foster House
(Mgp #34) and the Samud Hall House (Map #28) were moved from one sde of the Common to the other.
The Thomas Smith Arcade Hall (Map #25) was moved from just around the corner & Depot Street. The
relocating of properties was a typical nineteenth-century devdopment paitern and contributes to our
understanding of the district's growth. It was sometimes doneif a building changed use, as inthe Arcade
Hall, other times to open up a dte for a new home or to increase the 9ze of on€'s property.

Mot of the recant dterations to private reddenceswithin the district have only changed the gopesrance
of small details such &s added porches and garages Changesto the landscape have occurred with new
fencing, plantings, and pools, primarily sa back behind the homes. The homes are all well-maintained
and the overdl integrity of the district isintact and well-preserved. The district's designation as a Chapter
40C Loca Higtoric District with design-review requirements for exterior changes hes dso heped to insure
that the integrity of individual designs as well as the qualities which define the district as a whole will
continue to be protected and preserved.

Archaeologica Description

While no prehigtoric dtes are currently known in the digtrict, it is possble that dtes are present. Four
gtes have bean recorded in the generd area (within one mile). Locationa characterigics of the
digtrict, including the aredls dose proximity to a marinerdated ecosysem, good soil drainage, ad
level to moderatdly doping land surfaces neer wetlands, indicate favorable conditions for Native
American subsgence and sattlement activities. Given the aove information, the Sze of thedistrict
(24 acres), and the availability of open goece, a high potentia exigts for locating prehistoric resources.
The common locale may be particularly sendtive due to the presence of a naturd fresh water pond,
the periphery of which hes been modified during higtoric times.

There is a high potentia for historic archaeologica resources on the district property. Most of the
district's documented resdences built after 1713 reman intact around the common locae however,
earlier and contemporary Sructures no longer extant are reported but undocumented. Cohasset'searly
settlers after 1670 built their homes aong the major north/south road (North Main Street) through the
settlement; none of these dwellings survive today. Several homes are reported near the Common by
1700, and gtructurd remains from these homes may survive in the district. One of the more important
and documented archaeologica survivas in the district isthe 1714-1715 first meeting house, which
good gpproximately 100 ft. south of the existing second meeting house or 1747 First Parish meeting
house A school was dso built next to the first meeting house shortly after its construction.
Numerous potential 18th-century archaeological resources have been identified in the district.
Structurd remains may survive from the Cohassat Academy, whick was moved from its origina Ste
ca 1850 for constmction of the new Town Hall. Similar remains may exist for the ca 1845 Dr.
Fordyce Foster House and the ca 1830 Samud Hall House both of which were moved from one dde
of the Common to the other. The ca 1850 Thomas Smith Arcenda Hall was aso moved from just

(continued)
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aound the corner a Depot Street. Structurd remains from outbuildings should &so survive in the
district. Some outbuildings were moved and/or remodded including the ca 1800 Levi Tower/Nina
Lincoln House, which may have bean a barn that was converted to a resdence, and the ca 1850
Brown Bar/St. Stephen's Rectory, which was moved and remodded ca 1895. Archaeologica

evidence from 19th-century commercially related sructures may d<o survive inthe district. A small
19%th century dore, removed in the early 1900's, originally sood on the grounds of the Thomas Prait
House a 31 Main Strest. A row of small gores was a0 built dong the Common's southern edge in
the 1800's, mog of these dores were removed early in the 20th century. Occupationd rdated features
(trash pits, privies, wells) should dso survive in the district. This resource type would be present with

exiging dructures as well as those no longer extant.

(end)

8 STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Cohassst Common Historic District, Cohesst retains its integrity of location, design, setting,
materias, workmanship, feeling, and association, ad it fijlfills Criteria A and C of the National
Regiger on the loca level.

Under Criterion A, the Cohasset Common Historic District is significant for its role as the original
stlement of Conahassst, dating from the 1670s and for its further development as the center of the

seecoed village of Cohassat during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It sdedign is illustrative

of how the Town Common evolved from its original purpose as dte of the town's meeting

house/church and schoolhouse into a key landscape feature/public park component of the district. The
patterns of residentiad development aong the outer edges of the Common reflect the early inhabitants

dedre to cregte a srong sens=eof community, both physically and psychologically, as they ventured
outward from the earlier settlement of Hingham. Fine homeswere built aong the Common's outer
edges, a pattem which continued well into the nineteenth century, while new civic and religious
buildings dso were built here, confirming the aredls centrd role in the community. Thedistrict
reflects the financial successof its early occupants mainly merchants, fishing fleet owners, and later
shipbuilders. Their sucoess began modestly but was gradualy trandated into substantial
testefully-designed homes inthe latest gyles

Under Criterion C, the district is Cohassat's only example of an eighteenth century residentia village

centered around a Common and its largest and best grouping of fine eighteenth and early nineteenth

century homes, churches and civic sructures The homes ae important individually as fine examples

of the Georgian, Fedard, and Grek Reviva gyles Laer syles, such as the ltaiianate, Second

Empire, Georgian Reviva and Gothic Reviva ae generdly more redrained than exuberant, showing

how the district continued to grow and change through the ningteenth century. Collectively, the
properties form a harmonious, well-defined grouping by means of their consgtent 9ze and massng,

(continued)
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and their use of uniform setbacks and landscepe trestments. The district's period of significance goans
from 1713 to 1937. These dates commence with the constmction date of the district's earliet standing
home and continue through the year in which the district's property owners first sought to protect the
district. Recognizing the district's important history and visua character, in 1937 t hey cregted alegd
document restricting uses, Sgnage, etc. for a period of fifty years

Criterion A: Deveopment of the Cohasset Common Historic District dates back to 1670, when the
Ssoond Land Division of the Conahassst uplands, (as the areawas then known) was mede
Conahasset was a part of Hingham, an area devoted to pasturage and harvesting of sdt hay by
Hingham landowners. An ancient cart path connecting Hingham and Scituate passsd through the area
Its present layout (now North Main Street) datesfrom 1682. Asof 1670, land was divided into strip
lots around the undivided common lands, from whence the term "Common" came into use  Beginning
to arrive soon after the 1670 land division, Conahast's first settlers were from Hingham families.
Many built their homes aong the north/south road.

By 1700, there were severd small centers of population in Conahiassat as agriculture and fishing
became edtablished.  In 1713, Conahasst's first meeting house was completed, centrally located neer
the center of the Common. It sarved both as the heart of the religious community and as the dte of
Precinct government.

A small schoolhouse was built adjacent to the meeting house within afew years The parish
minister's house of 1722 wes built directly acrossthe road from the meeting house

Difficulty of travel to the municipal center a Hingham severd miles northwest led to the 1717
designation of Cohassat as the Ssoond Parish and Second Precinct of Hingham. The change inname
from Conghasst to Cohasset deates from thistime.

Continued growth and prosperity among the new parish's resdents led to discussons for a new ad
larger meeting house by the 1740s  Under the direction of a committee of Joshua Bates, John
Stephenson and James Stutson, the new meeting house was erected in 1747, just northward of the
origina 1713 building, which was removed and its timbers reusad in severd subsequently built homes

Cohas=t's economy during the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries was based on agriculture and
fishing. During this period, mercantile and maritime industries eventualy replaced farming as the
town's main livelihood. Accessto the Atlantic Oceen viaa sies of samall, protected harbors
encouraged maritime industry.

The Ssoond Precinct continued to grow. Severd more homes were built along the edges of the

Common. Among the early families, primarily descendants of Hingham's earlies settlers, were many
mader mariners and shipwrights. Included among them were members of the Bates Tower, Nichaols,
and Hall families, many of whose offspring were dso mariners who continued to reside in the district

(continued)
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through much of the ningteenth century. The Joshua Bates House, Jonathen Bates House, Samud
Baes House, JanesHall House, and the Adam Bede/George Hall House survive from this period,
reminders of the enterprisng seafarerswho built them.

In the 1760's, the Ssoond Parigh's resdents petitioned the Generd Court to be separated entirely from
Hingham. Cohassat was incorporated as a sgparate District in 1770, with its public socks ad
whipping pogt located near the north end of the Common.

The next century saw many changes in the actud boundary definitions of the new town of Cohast,
besad upon frequent digputes with the neighboring towns of Hingham and Scituate over such aress e
Three Score Acres, Government Idand and Turkey Hill. Yet these boundary disputes did not affect
the continued role of Cohassst Common as the center of the town's civic and religious life.

A large-scde shipbuilding industry devdoped a Cohasset Harbor around 1800, reeching its peskin
the late 1840sand early 1850s Then known as Ship Cove, the harbor housad upwards of fifty
two-masted mackerd schooners owned and operaied by Cohassat families. Rdaed busnessessuch as
the building of wharves and ship's chandleries dso were darted by Cohasset men. Among these were
Bates Wharf and the Bates Chandlery, owned by Samud Bates The Tower family maintained a large
fishing fleet of schooners through three generations, while Capt. Levi Nicholsran a packet ship
between Cohass=t and Boston.

Mogt of the district's early and mid-nineteenth century homeswere aso built by successful s
captains  Capt. Abraham Tower, Capt. Levi Tower, Capt. JamesHall, Capt. Hossa Orcutt, and Capt.
JamesCollier, . Capt. Collier, a nineteenth century clipper ship captain, is credited with
commanding more ships and sailing more long voyages than any other Cohassst seaman.

The prosperity of individua property owners was a0 reflected in the expanson of new civic ad
religious buildings. In 1795, Capt. Levi Tower donated part of his land facing the Common for the
building of Cohasset Academy. The building was later removed, ¢.1850, for the new Town Hall.
When a schism threstened to split gpart the First Parish's congregation, Capt. Nichols Tower donated
the land across from it where the Second Congregational Church was then built in 1824, with Tower
& aprimary benefactor. By the 1850s anew Town Hall was nesded to sarvet he nesdsof a larger
community. The present building was erected in 1857 as a combined Town Hall and Schoolhouse,
later aso housing a multitude of functions ranging from the Free Library and Historical Society to the
local theater group, the South Shore Flayers.

A smdl ningteenth century store was built on the grounds of the Thomas Prait House a #31 Main
Stret, (removed in the early 1900s). A row of smal stores hed gradudly been built dong the
Common's southem edge during the 1800s but, other than this, the district continued its
predominantly residential character throughout the ningteenth century. Meanwhile, a smal commercid
district evolved just southward of the Common, its anchor being the 1704 Red Lion Inn dong the

(continued)
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former sagecoach route. Depot Strest wes named, aptly enough, for the neerby railroad station. Rail
savice to South Braintree and Boston begen in 1849, becked by a group of Coheset investors.

Cohas=t's shipbuilding and fishing industries waned in the latter half of the century due to the gradud
obsolescence of sail-powered ships and to the depletion of mackerd in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.
During the last two decades of the ninegteenth century, Cohassst underwent a gradud transformation to
become a summer colony for wed thy Bogonian families. Many were first atracted here by the
ssasond hunting of sea ducks called coot. Large ummer estates were built dong the town's severd
shordline roads, capturing majestic oceen views and dramatically changing the natura, undeveloped
landscgpe with their grand designs, but bringing new wedlth and dature to the community as well.
Many summer residents eventualy became year-round residents, frequently marrying into old Cohest
families, and occasonaly, (as inthe case of Charles C. Whedwright who married Laura Tower), even
moving into the family homesteads on the Common.

The expanson of Cohasset's summer colony coincided with a magjor civic improvement program of
1903. At that time, the Town redesigned and upgraded the Common. The naturd pond was reshgped
to form Mestinghouse Pond, with new concrete edging and a centra boulder which contains a
fountain. New pathways acrossthe Common were d<o laid out. The two narrow greets running
eed'west across the Common date from the late ningteenth century. Originally named Crossand
Common Streets, they were renamed William B. Long, J. Road and Robert E. Jason Road in 1947, in
memory of two Cohasset men who died in World War 1.

Cohas=t's image as a prestigious summer colony continued well into the twentieth century, but
aegted new damands on the small commercid center. The possibility of further expanson of the
commercia district into abutting aress uch a the Common became quite threstening in the 1910s and
1920s  The Cohasxt Improvement Association wes active in removing the smdl dops a the
Common's southem edge around 1917. Another voluntary organization. The Committee To Protect
Cohaset Common, was formed. Its effortsto preserve the Common's character we re eventually
redized inthe 1937 agreement by property owners to regtrict incompatible uses such as boarding
houses, busneses, etc. from the area for a period of fifty years. This civic-mindedness, combined
with the generd prosperity of the district's resdents as a whole, kept the district intact and
well-maintained.

With improved highway aocessby the 1950s, the town's remoteness from Boston and surrounding
aress lessned. It hes Snce become a year-round commuter suburb, with only a few of the homes still
owned by longtime Cohasset families. Nonethdess, the integrity of the district's pristine Common
lined by antique homesis still fully intact as a reminder of its long and significant history as an early
New England seecoed village.

(continued)
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Criterion C: The Cohasset Common Higtoric Didtrict is significant as a cohesve area of fine homes
laid out according to the traditional seventeenth/eighteenth century plan of many New England towns:
a linear Common lined by homes on itstwo long ddes. The earliet homes are excdlent, intact
examples of Georgian design, somelimes including later ells and reer wingsto reflect the desrefor
larger homes as successful owners continued to prosper. The Fedard dedgns from the early
nineteenth century are equally exemplary as modest but degant interpretations of their style.
Mid-century properties in the Gresk Reviva and Itaiianate styles, and the one Second Empire building,
ae somewha more restrained intheir desgns. This perhaps reflects the relatively isolated location of
Cohas=t as well as the more modest financial tatus of its resdents than those of major segports such
a&s Boston, Sdem, or New Bedford during theseyears  Later Georgian Revival homes and additions as
well as the Gothic Revival . Stephen's Church and Hall and its later addition demondrate the
district's continuing focus on fashionable design in the early twentieth century.

The district hes been compared to other properties in Cohast, ad it is by far the largest grouping of
eighteanth and early nineteenth century homes  Although there are many old homes st dong the
town's winding roadways, no cother area of the town hes afocd point as digtinctive as the Common,
which 20 clearly sarves as the main axis of the digtrict, or a landmark building as distinctively Stuated
as the First Parish Meeting House

The district is characterized by the pattemn of subgtantial, dately homes churches, and civic buildings
which face the Common. Most ae st quite dose to the dreet on relatively narrow lots, athough
many of the lots extend back to create deep rear yards. A number of properties have smdl garages
behind them or atached bams later converted to garages, mostly in matching architectura styles. The
primary dreet. North Main Street, and the narrower, lesstraveled Highland Avenue are lined by
ddewdks. Despite condderable lossesto sorm dameage and Dutch em diseese, they ae largdy
tree-lined, with mature shede trees adding to the sately image that early twentieth century resdents
srove to protect.

The district's earliest surviving home dates from 1713 and wes built in the Georgian style. The

Joseph Bates House a& 67 North Main Street (Map #36) combines the traditional massing of a five-bay
center entrance block faced in dgpboard with gracious detailing such as comice retums, aClassca
baudrade aop the entry, and three large pedimented dormers dong the ridge roof The sscondary
south elevation dso features a finely detailed entry portico with lonic columns and a modillioned
cornice and pediment.

The 1722 Rev. Nehemiah Hobart House (Map #27) dso employs the traditional five-bay, center
entrance massing, here prominently capped by a large centra chimney. Triangular pediments a the
first story windowscompliment the large pedimented entry pavilion with panded doorflankedby
pared pilasters. Other fine examples of Georgian design, similar in their rectangular massing,
five-bay facade pattems, richly detailed entrances and traditional clgpboard mate rials includethe
Adam Bede/George Hall House of 1756, (Map #8), the Rev. Joseh C. Shaw House of 1794, (Map

(continued)
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#12), the JamesHall House of 1750 (Map #15), the Samud Bates House of 1793 (Map #22), ad the
Adam Stowell House of 1793 (Map #26). Probably because it was a bam later converted to a
resdence ¢.1800, the Levi Tower/Nina Lincoln House (Map #13) hes a narrower, three bay facade
with an entrance in the north bay, and a shorter second story, giving the house more modest
proportions than mog others from this period.

The First Parish Meeting House of 1747 (Map #5) hes samn its original squarish Georgian massing and
proportions enriched and atenuated by the 1799 addition of the north tower and gegple The
pedimented tower entrance isflankedby wi de fluted pilasters. The gegple istall and degant, resting
on an octagond belfry and framed by a square Classcd badudrade a itsbase

Subgantid wedth accumulated by Cohassst sea captains in the early nineteenth century was reflected
in the many fine Federd dedgns from thisera Asin the Georgian homes, arectangular masswith
five-bay, center entrance facade was consistently usd.

The doorway wes the mogst omamentd feeture, often with sdelights, occasonaly topped by a
transom. The mogt exuberant example of Federd style design is the Stutson/Nichols'Doane House
(Map #24). It was dtered and enlarged ¢.1798 from a Georgian two-gtory design to the presant
three-gory Federd "mandon.” It is caoped by a hipped roof with two chimneys. The large Federd
entrance portico hes comer pilasters and the panded door isflankedby haf-height sddightsand a
multi-lite transom band.

The Seocond Congregetional Church of 1824 (Map #18) is an outstanding example of Federd detailing,
dthough its presant two-story massing dates from 1860 and the entrance portico datesfrom 1929. At
that time, the original window designs were d<o restored. The facade festures a wide, pedimented
entry pavilion with a grand Pdladian window & the sscond story. At the front end of the mainridge
roof is a square tower, ds0 with Pdladian-ingpired windows, cgpped by a baudrade and an octagona
belfry. Tall, round-arched windows with intersecting tracery in their arcched heeds line the two long
devations of the main sanctuary.

Other resdential examples of the Federd style includethe Second Congregational Church Parsonage
of 1830 (Map #19), the Samud Hall House of ¢.1830 (Map#28), and the impressve Capt. Abraham
Tower House of 1802 (Map #32).

Severd fine examples of the Greek Reviva style are ds0 found in the district. Typically, they feature
gable-ended, three-bay facadesand an entry with sddightsin one of the Sde bays The Capt. James
Collier House of 1852 (Map #21) a0 hes full-height corner pilasters supporting a deep, returning
cornice and a one-gtory porch supported by four Doric columns spanning the facade. The Thomas
Smith Arcade Hall of ¢.1850 (Map#25) hes a pedimented portico a the entrance and an open porch
of smilar desgn adong the south (sde) eevation. The Thomeas Pratt House , dso ¢.1850, (Map #29)
employs Greek Reviva masing and detailing of comers and entry, athough the bracketed comice,

(continued)
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possbly edded later, aregtes a more Itaiianate character.  1n another example, the Job Prait House,
c.1845, (Map #31) the wide proportions of the facede give it a very large gable which reeds asa
pediment through the use of afull sscond gtory cornice. The Dr. Fordyce Foder House , c. 1845 (Map
#34), dthough greatly enlarged in later years, retains its basc Greek Reviva gable-end design and
detailing. Later porches, sunroom endosures, and hipped dormers combine to creste a more eclectic
design.

The district contains two interesting Itaiianate designs. The Capt. Josgph H. Smith House (Map #30)
wes built in 1857 on the dte of an earlier home, the Harvey Pratt House, which was moved to Elm
Street.  Reflecting Capt. Smith's sucoessas a meder mariner and sa captain, the house is larger and
bolder in its massing than the earlier Georgia n and Federd homes, even though it echoes their
traditional five-bay, center entrance scheme The roof hes degp overhangs with large, paired brackets
a the comice line. Small molded lintels enrich the window openings, while the entrance fegtures a
portico with a bracketed comice supported by square postswith fancifijl cutwork.

The Cohast Town Hall of 1857 (Map #16) was built in the Itaiianate Style, its large scdead
prominent siting neer the canter of the Common effectively emphasizing the importance of civic
affairs. The large two-story messis placed gable-end to the dreet, with a dightly smdler entrance
pavilion in front of it, to which a gable was later added. The cornices and gables fegture large paired
brackets and wide corner pilegters. Pdladian-style windowsaong the building'ssde devations and in
the center of the facade, dthough original, add a more Classicd tone to the design.

Later buildingsin the district reflect the multitude of syles which became popular in the latter half of
the nineteenth century and early twentieth century. Each in its own way is a good example of its
style. Among these later buildings are the Seoond Empire Charles W. Gammons House, the Quean
Anne style Dr. Darius Weed Gilbert House (Map #9) and Browne Bam/St. Stephen's Rectory (Map
#14). The Jonathan Bates House (Map #38), originally a Cape-style cottage of 1789, was remodded
in 1910-1911 to become afine Georgian Revival design  S&. Stephen's Church and Hall of 1900,
employs the Gothic Revival style to cregte a handsome and striking design which blends nicely with
its hillside dte. The district's mogt recent home, the Bloomfield House of 1920, (Map #11) is builtin
the Colonia Revival style, echoing the massng, Sze, scde, and detailing of many of the district's
ealiest homes The fine architecturd quality of the district's buildings continues to be honored and
repected by the lack of ingppropriate intrusonsand dterations. The grong rhythmic pattern of their
linear placement along the edges of the impeccably-maintained Common clearly defines the origina
village. Similarities in scde, masing, and materids fiirther project a clearly discernible image asan
area of handsome, gracious properties reflective of the early community's pride in its ever-increasing
economic and socia Sature.

(continued)
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Archaeologica Significance

Since patterns of prehistoric occupation in Cohassat are poorly understood, any surviving steswould
be significant. Prehistoric dtesin this area may offer the potentid to further document the extent and
effects of Native settlement in the Boston Harbor/Boston Bay locale and the relationship and/or
differences between that areaand coastd Native settlement to the south in the North River and
Plymouth Harbor locale. Prehigtoric dtesin the area can 0 contribute to a grester understanding of
the effects of s level rise on Native settlement and subsgencethrough time. During the period of
Native American sattlement in the northeast, the Cohassat Common area wes transformed from an
inland and upland locadle with afreshwater pond to one a the heedwaters of an extensve
marine-related ecosysem.

Historic archaeological remains described above have the potentid to document the socia, cultural,
and economic pattems that characterized a coagd settlement as it grew from its primarily agriculturd
beginnings in the 17th century to become a ssacoast community of merchants, fishing fleet owners,
and shipbuilders in the 18th and 19th centuries. Archaeologica survey and testing can hdp document
the locations of any pre-1713 dructures that may have exiged inthe district. Similar testing can 0
document the location of the First Meeting House or the Common, which remains afoca point of the
town today. While mog of the district's 18th- and 19th-century residences are still extant,
archaeologicd resources can help document the original Stes of severd dructures which have been
moved and the locations and usesof outbuildings, many of which have bean demolished, moved, or
modified. Archaeologica survivas can help document the origins of many resdences in thedidtrict,
sverd of which were reportedly congructed as bams  Occupationa related features may be an
important resource type inthe district. Composed mainly of merchants, fishing fleet owners, and later
shipbuilders, the detailed andysis of occupationa festures can provide important insghts into the lives
of successful Colonia entrepreneurs and possibly into their trades. The presence of successful
merchants in the district may indicate a direct aocoess to consumer goods from all over the world. The
housss of merchants may be of particular interest in these structures, however, successful fishing fleet
owners and shipbuilders would aso have economic accessto more elite consumer products.
Archaeologica survivals of goresor other commercia enterprises would d<o be of interest inthisarea
dnce they sarviced the district's successful resdents. These resources are dso important snce they
represant atype which no longer survives in the district today.

(end)
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10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA
Verba Boundarv Description

Beginning & the northwest comer of the intersection of Depot Court and North Main Stret, the
district boundary runs westward aong the southem boundary of #3 North Main Stregt, tums northward
adong sad property's wesern (rear) boundary, and procesds northward along the west (rear) property
lines of #11, #15, #19, #25, #31, #35, #41, #45, #55, and #67 North Main Stret unfil reaching the
south Sde of Sohier Sireet.

It then tums eastward aong the south Sde of Sohier Street, crossesNorth Main Street and continues
northeagterly along the northem boundary of #72 North Main Street until reaching said property's
northeast corner, where it tums southward and continues along the eagterly (rear) property lines of #72
North Main Stret, Plot #15, and Plot #13, turning southwesterly and then eagterly dong the boundary
of Plot #13, until reaching the northeest corner of the parcd a #63 Highland Avenue.

The boundary then procesds southward aong the eet (rear) property line of said parcd, aosses Beach
Street, and continues southward aong the reer property lines of #61, #59, #53, #49, #41, #29, #25,
and #23-25 Highland Avenue, crosses a private way to the south, and continues southward aong the
westerly (rear) property lines of #17, #11, #7-9, and #3 Highland Avenue until reaching the southeest
comer of the parcd a #3 Highland Avenue.

It then turns wesward adong sad property’'s southern edge, arosses Highland Avenue and  continues
westward, then northwesterly adong the boundary of #16 Highland Avenue, continuing northerly aong
the wegterly edge of the Town Common until reaching a point directly eest of the northwest corner of
Depot Court and North Main Street, where it tums wesward acrossNorth Main Sirest until reaching
the point of origin.

S atached Cohasst Assessor's Maps #18, #19, and #27.
Boundarv Justification

This boundary definition includes all of the properties fronting directly onto the Cohasset Common,
which historically hes served as the focal point of the town's devdopment in terms of religious and
governmenta affairsand early resdentiad growth. The district contains the two earlies churches, the
town hall, and numerous eighteenth and early nineteenth century homes Cohasset Common, the
centra green gpecewhich runs the district's full length, historically served as an open plain, around
which the properties were Situated. 1t continues to be the chief visua dement and organizing force of
the district's design.

(continued)
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The westerly boundary separatesthe properties facing the Common from those on Ripley Roed, a
mixed commercia/resdential Sret to the west. The grade drops down considerably from Depot
Court to Ripley Road s0 there is no visua connection between the two arees The northerly boundery
adong Sohier Streat and northwest of #72 North Main Strest defines the northern edge of Cohasst
Common. Further northward. North Main Strest narrows and winds westward, lined by properties
with no visual connection to the Common.

The eegen boundary follows the rear property lines of parcds which face directly onto the Common,
excluding severd mid-nineteenth century homes which were built on subdivided rear lots of the
original homes on the Common. At its southesst edge, the boundary runs uphill to includethe
properties on Highland Avenue's eedt Sde, as well as S Stgphen's Church, & the district's southem
edge The church property dts high on a ledge, overlooking the southerly edge of Cohasset Common
from itsrear Sde. Its large messformsa defining southern edge for the Common. Beyond Depot
Court to the south is the town's commercid district.  Although it contains many properties from the

same period, it is very different in both use and gopearance from the sedate, dately character of the
district.

These boundaries are the same as those of the Cohassst Common Loca Historic District, crested under
Chepter 40C, M. G. L.

(end)



MAP# MHC# HISTORIC NAME

1

2

39

10

976

969

977

145

145

31

31

32

32

Cohassst Common

Mestinghouse Pond

World War 1 "Temporary”
Monument

Firgt Parish Meeting House

George G. Crocker Memoria
Hagpole

Revolutionary War Monument

Allen C. Bates House

Cariage Houe'Garage

Adam Bede/George Hall Hse.

Dr. Darius Wed Gilbert Hse.

Bam/Animal Hospital

. Stephen's Church and Hall

Bloomfield House

Garage

Cohasset Common Historic Digtrict

Cohasst (Norfolk County), Massachusetts
Digrict Data Sheet

STREET ADDRESS

Cohasset Common

Cohasset Common

Cohasst Common (southerly end)

Cohasset Common

Cohesst Common (near Beach Street)

Cohasst Common (near Beach Street)

3 Highland Ave.

3 Highland Ave.
7-9 Highland Ave.
11 Highland Ave.
11 Highland Ave.
16 Highland Ave.
17 Highland Ave.

17 Highland Ave.

Pege 10f 5

DATE

1903

c. 1920

1747

1915

1002

1868
1756
1898
1898
1900
1920

1920

STYLE
No Style
No Style

Classcd Reviva

Georgian

No Style

No Style

Greek Reviva/Gothic

Cottege
Grek Reviva
Georgian
Quean Anne
Queen Anne

Gothic Reviva
Colonia Reviva

Colonia Reviva

RESOURCE STATUS

S
S C
C
B C
@) C
@) C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
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14

17

21

MHC# HISTORIC NAME

33

3
2
5

&

37

41

42

Rev. Josah C. Shaw House
Gaage
Levi Tower/Nina Lincoln Hse

Browne Bam/St. Stephen's
Rectory

Shed

James Hall House
Shed/Garage

Cohast Town Hall

Cohasst Town Hall Garege
Second Congregationd  Church

Second Congregationd  Church
Parsonege

Charles W. Gammons House

Capt. James Collier House

Samud BaesHouse

Cohasset Common Higtoric District
Cohasst (Norfolk County), Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

STREET ADDRESS DATE

23-25 Highland Ave.
23-25 Highland Ave.
27 Highland Ave.

29 Highland Ave.

29 Highland Ave.
31 Highland Ave.
31 Highland Ave.
41 Highland Ave.
41 Highland Ave.
49 Highland Ave.

53 Highland Ave.

59 Highland Ave.
61 Highland Ave.

63 Highland Ave.

174
19th c.
C. 1750/redesigned c. 1800

c. 1850/moved ad
remodded c. 18%

1920+
1750

19th c.
1857/1987
19th c.
1824

1830

1901 (replica of 1862 design)
1852

1793

Pege2 of 5

STYLE
Georgian
Federd

Georgian

Quean Anne/Colonial

No Syle
Georgian
Federd
Itaiianate
Fedeard
Federd

Federd

Second Empire
Gresk Reviva

Georgian

RESOURCE SI
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B

B

B C



MAP#

24

26

27

28

31

MHC# HISTORICNAME

978

& &

&

g 8 8 &

Bus Shdter
StutsorVNicholsDoane House
Thomes Smith Arcade Hall
Garege

In-ground Pool

Cept. Adam Stowel House
Rev. Nehemiah Hobart House
Samud Hall House

Thomeas Prait House

Garege

Capt. Jossph H. Smith House
Gilbert Tower Bam

Job Pratt House

Garege

Fence

Ceapt. Abraham Tower House

Cohassst Common Historic District

Cohassat (Norfolk County), Massachusetts

District Data Shet

STREET ADDRESS

DATE

North Main Stregt & Jason Road 1980s

3 North Main Strest

11 North Main Stret

11 North Main Stret

11 North Main Stret

13-15 North Main Stret

19 North Main Strest

25 North Main Strest

31 North Main Stregt

31 North Main Stret

35 North Main Stret

35 North Main Stret

41 North Main Strest

41 North Main Sregt

41 North Main Strest

45 North Main Stret

c. 1750/c. 1798

c. 1850

c. 1920

c. 1970s

1793

1722

c. 1830/moved in 1888

c. 1850

c. 1920

1857

19th c.

c. 1845

c. 1920

mid-late 19th c.

1802

Pge30f 5

STYLE
Utilitarian
Federd

Gresk Revival
Colonia Revival
No Style
Georgian
Georgian

Federd

Grek Revivd/ltdianate

Colonia Reviva
Itaiianate
Federd

Gresk Reviva
Colonia Reviva
No Style

Federd

RESOURCE STATUS

S NC
B C
B C
B C
S NC
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
B C
. C
B C



MAP#

37

MHC#

HISTORIC NAME

Capt. Abréham Tower Bam
In-ground pool

Fence

Dr. Fordyce Foger House
Gaege

In-ground pool

Fence

Joseph Bates House
William D. Sohier Bam
Vacant lot, mgp #27/plot 12
Vacant lot, mgp #27/plot 13
Vacant lot, mgp #27/plot 15

Jonathan Bates House

Cohassst Common Higtoric Digtrict
Cohassat (Norfolk County), Massachusetts

District Data Shest

STREET ADDRESS

45 North Main Strest

45 North Main Stret

45 North Main Stret

5 North Main Street

5 North Main Street

5 North Main Strest

5 North Main Street

67 North Main Strest

67 North Main Strest

North Main Strest

North Main Strest

North Main Strest

72 North Main Strest

DATE
1802+
1974
1802+
c. 1845
1960

1967

mid 1%h c.

1713

STYLE

Federal

No Style
Federal

Grek Revival
Colonial Revival
No Style
Federal
Georgian

Federa

1789remodded 1910-1911 Georgian Reviva

Pege4 of 5

RESOURCE STATUS
B C
S NC
S C
B C
B NC
S NC
S C

B C

B C

\

\

\

B
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District Data Sheet

KEY: B: BUILDING S STE O: OBJCT
C: CONTRIBUTING RESOURCE NC: NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCE

TOTAL RESOURCES 4

49 CONTRIBUTING RESOURCES 5 NONCONTRIBUTING RESOURCES
41 contributing buildings 1 noncontributing building

1 contributing Stes 0 noncontributing Stes

3 contributing objects 0 noncontributing objects

4 contributing Sructures 4 noncontributing structures

Pege 5 of 5
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NRI' S Reference Nunber: 96000058 Date Listed: 2/29/96

Cohasset Gommon Historic District Norfolk MA
Property Nane: County: State:

Multiple Nane

This property i slisted i ntheNational Register of Historic

Pl aces 1 naccordance with t heattached nomnation documentation
subject t o thefollowing exceptions, exclusions, or amendnents,
notw thstanding theNational Park Service certification included
in thenomnation documentation.

Signature of t he Keeper Date of Action

Anended Items i nNom nation:

This SR corrects atechnical omssion. Thedistricti s

nom nated with Reli?ion as an Area of Significance, but Criteria
Consideration A (Religious property) was not checked onthe form
The nomnation i sofficially amended t o addt he Criteria

Consi deration.

DI STRI BUTI ON: _ .
National Register property file _
Nom nating Authority (w thout nom nation attachment)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

Decamba 12, 1995 ED
Ms. Carol Shull
Kesper JAN | 6 1956

Nationd Regige of Historic Faoes

Depatment of the Interior .
Nationd Pak Savice S INTERAGENCY PE50URCES 01VISIO,»!

P. O. Box 37127 NATIOMi.L PARK .[ERVIC:
Washington, D. C.  20013-7127

Dear Ms. Shull,
Endosad pleese find the following nomination form:

Cohesst Common Higoric Didtrict, Cohasset (Norfolk County),
Massachusetts 02025

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes bean 9gned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property within the district were notified
of pending Sate Review Board condderation 30 to 75 days before the meding and were afforded
the opportunity to comment.

Sncardy,

Betsy Friedberg N
National Regiger Director
Massachusats Historicd Commisson

endosure
cc David Wadsworth, Chair, Cohasst Higoricd Commisson

Merle S Brown, Chair, Conessst Board of Sdectimen
Cohesst Public Library

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 « (6n) «2"-4™"0



Christine Todd  Whitman Department of Environmental Protection Robert C. Shinn, J.

Governor Commissio/ier
NATURAL AND HISTORIC RESOURCES

CN-404
TRENTON, N.J. 08625-0404
TEL: (609)292-3541
FAX: (609)984-0836

June 10, 1997

Ms. Carol Shull

Chief of Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnent of t he Interior

Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shul |:

| am pleased t onomnate t he Cokesbury Historic District,
Clinton and Tewksbury townships, Hunterdon County, New Jersey t o
the National Register.

This application hasreceived majority approval from the New
Jersey State Review Board for Historic Sites. Al | procedures were
followed 1 n accordance with regulationspublished i nt he Federal
Regi ster.

Should you want any further information concerning this
application, please feel free t ocontact M. Dorothy P Quzzo,
Admi nistrator of t heNew Jersey Historic Preservation Office,

QN 404, Trenton, New Jersey 08625 or call her at (609) 292-2023.

Sincerely,

ranes F. Hall _
"Deputy State Historic
Preservation Officer

New Jerseyisan Equal Opportunity Employer
Recycled Paper



