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The Hahns Peak school house was built between September
1911 and christmas of that year. We have pictures of the

building in 1912 and 1918. The front vestibule had not been
added by 1918. Mrs. Edna Trullinger who came to the Hahns
Peak Basin in 1902 and lived there all of her life cannot
remember when the vestibule was added. She believes the coal
shed, rear attachment to the building was put there the first
or second winter. Since wood kindling and coal fires were
always used, it seems logical that fuel would not be left un-
covered in a country where snow fell 5 to 12 feet deep each
winter!

The west (back) wall between the school room and the coal
shed has never had lap siding on it below the shed roof line.
That wall is made of planks about 3 inches thick and 10 inches
wide and chinked with cement. I do not know if the whole
building has this inner construction but it may have.

The north and south sides of the building are braced with
thick, vertical planks, two on each side. These are tied in
at the plate with steel rods threaded across the interior of
the building and fastened securely on the outside. These rods
are a feature also of the longest-standing, most durable,
mine-shaft houses in the area. With a gable roof they afforded
insurance against roof-crushing weight of the great snows.
Just such careful planning and good workmanship is evidenced
through-out the byilding. .

Concerning the bell tower and bell, vibration from long
use has weakened the tower and the bell has not been rung for -
many years. As far back as Edna, Trullinger remembers, the
bell was there. We are fortunate it has not been stolen.

Because of chimney deterioration (brick and cement), in
late years the room was wired for electric heat. Electric
lights replaced lamps when electricity reached Hahns Peak in
about 1955. The light fixtures are the original ones.

I marked the chart "excellent" for condition. That is a
comparative term in that it has had continuous, heavy useage
for 61 years. The building is still solid and sound on a good
cement foundation with adequate air vents and crawl space.

The back shed has a 7' by 14' cement foundation on the south-
west end and a partition separates it from a 7' by 10' storage
room, floored but without foundation. All boards on this shed
are in good condition and it is framed with beautiful, heavy
timbers such as are no longer brought out of the forest.
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Some of the lap siding on the main building has Flicker
punchings and needs replacement. The whole structure needs
to be repainted the original green color with white trim.

It has been white for at least 25 years, yet early-timers
still call if "the little green school house." The vestibule,
which was torn off should be replaced on a cement foundation.
Although it was added sometime after 1918, it was a very
useful part of the building for our climate.

Pictures in our' keeping show that in 1918 the property
was fenced much the same as it is today being restored. The
original front gate is still in use and we found the wide,
horse gate to match out by the old barn foundation. This barn
sheltered horses the early-day children rode to school. The
barn was torn down and hauled away (nobody knows why) in the
last few years. Its good foundation remains intact.

A cement walk leads from the front gate to the school
house door. Originally this was a plank walk. A duplicate
plank walk easily could be laid over the cement.

The two privies are in poor condition. They are original
1911 vintage with large, rustic wooden door pulls.

Note on the 1912 picture of Edna Trullingeér's, that the
enlargement of that miniature copy reveals the rear coal shed
as part of the original building!
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

According to the Steamboat Pilot's pioneer editor,
Charles H. Leckenby, in TheTread of Pioneers, 1945, Joseph
Hahn and two unknown companions in 1862 discovered the first
gold colors on Willow Creek whose waters now feed Hahns Peak
Lake to the north and nearby Steamboat Lake in Steamboat
Lake State Park. In 1862 there never was known to have been
a permanent white settler in the Snake, Yampa or Elk River
drainages. 1In 1865 Hahn's returning prospector party organ-
ized the first mining district in Northwest Colorado Terri-
tory and 51 votes were cast. This industrial center in
Hahns Peak Basin rapidly led to settlement of all of
Northwestern Colorado.

From 1878 to 1912 Hahns Peak was county seat of all the
land which now is contained in Moffat and Routt counties,
"it contains 5,000,000 acres of land and is 125 miles long
and 75 miles w1de at the widest point," wrote Surveyor
Ezekiel Shelton in 1906

Yet it was the year 1911 before a "regular" school
building came into existence in the county seat town.
Schooling was secondary only to gold mining in interest for
almost half a century. Educational classes were held in log
homes, unused mining shacks and for three years in Herman
Mahler's blacksmith shop. Some years there were "subscription
schools which excluded widow Roark's four children and others|

The Hahns Peak townsite, lying adjacent to Poverty Bar
Gold Placer (most famous local mine), was laid out into lots,
avenues and streets in 1896. By then this unplatted townsite
had had many thriving business houses, a dance hall, several
saloons, two courthouse buildings, and a post office with
mail delivery seven days a week by horseback, wagon, skis or
dog sled.

After the purchase of 4 town lots on Main Street (total
$60,00) on September 26th, 1911, Schcol Board members of

District 34 hastened to complete the .school building. The
first event held in the school house was a community

(continued)
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8. Significance
Christmas party. After the 1911 holidays, Kansan Augusta De
Forest became the first teacher with "about 10 pupils,"”

Since that day, the building has been used for teaching
every grade from one to twelve, as needed. It ever has been
a popular community center for dinners, dinners, DINNERS!

And anniversary parties,

Sunday School,

church and funeral
the Hahn's Peak

services, dances and, in more recent years,
Civic and Social Club activities.

On July 3, 1972, the incorporated Hahns Peak Area
Historical Society emerged as an outgrowth of this Civic
and Social Club. On February 14, 1973 the Steamboat Springs
District No. RE-2 School Board deeded the District 34
property, including half of a vacated town street and half
of a vacated ally, to the Hahns Peak Area Historical Society.

The school house, being a museum piece in itself, the
Hahns Peak Area Historical Society on September 8, 1973,
voted to retain the 61 year old, well-preserved structure
as tangible evidence of Routt County's educational past.

We strive now toward complete restoration of the original
building and its surrounding school yard. Offering invaluable
assistance toward this end are two sisters who have lived in
the Hahns Peak Basin all the years of their lives since their
parents homesteaded in 1902. Edna Roark Trullinger was a
pupil during the 1911-1912 school term and during her sub-
sequent teaching career was instructor for 7 years at the
Hahns Peak school. Etta Roark McCargar had finished her
elementary education before the Hahns Peak school house was
built.

Although regular school terms ceased at Hahns Peak in
1942, fall classes were held in the building in the mid-1960s
for the several children from the Sand Mountain lumber camps.
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