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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Belmpnt, one of the most famous estates of the Old South, was built 
in (<l85 0) atop a hill, landscaped with parks and gardens which 
attracted attention throughout the nation.

The architectural style of the mansion is Italianate jwith Greek 
revival details . The exterior walls are
have been plastered and^painted jyhif e . fHe" building consists of 
a jtw^-^tory central block which rests upon a basement which rises 
above the ground, balanced on either side by two-story wings lower

balconies w o f a lace-like character, At the front 
entrance is a recessed_jjor.ticQ. with' two Corinthian ̂ columns 1_ 
sjippp^tjing^a^rnassive ̂.cigrnice^ ̂_ Inside the porticcT~and "aBove~"the 
entrance is a cast-iron balcony, and on either side of the portico 
are Er^j^cj^in^pSB^ms:33lt|i f our Cor inthian ̂̂ columiis j^wit h a 
balu.strade atop the roof. An qbseryatory, s^urniounted "By a icrudely 

l:^ above the roof. " «

The entrance opens into a small formal foyer with a white Carrara 
marble fireplace directly opposite the entrance and framed by two 
large doorways. Surmounting the doorways on either side are transoms 
of red Venetian glass. On either side of the foyer are double 
drawing rooms, each with a marble fireplace and transoms of glass. 
Adjoining the drawing-rooms on the east is another room, also 
having a fireplace.

Behind the. vestibule and. parlors- on the south side is a long hall 
with a double^ colonnade of Corinthian cpJL'iil^sir IT richly d.etaileid 
pl^stej^_cj0^,Eii.Ge extends around the ceiling. Also on the south side 
is a,,free-standing grand staircase which separates at the top. On

* "—————-_^,U T~.-->——-•<"*»%»-£-*•*, •--..- -• -A.-i, i%^ii _, rS-top^-- •-..-.,-• . - - • - • . - - , * "tBBfw,w ... ,--.-• "*• • -1- 4

the second level above the grand staircase is a jsecond^ fr^e-sjtanding 
stairway which leads to the observatory tower. This stairway, 
reversing the order of the grand staircase, begins as two stairways, 
thereby forming an arch, and after meeting at mid point extends 
itself as a single stairway.

The grounds at Belmont were considered to be the most lavish to be 
found in the South, landscaped with a variety of trees, shrubs, and 
gardens, ^rjjexlrensive irrigation system was developed, supplied 
with water from a 105 feet high water tower. Statues collected 
from throughout"Europe were placed in the gardens. Today college 
buildings have been built over what was once the gardens, but still 
remaining are the marble fountain, five summer houses, hitching 

.tower, with some of the original statuary.
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The 'areas of Belmont rs significance are many. Ih^dQtJ&lflo^tb its 
distinctive architecture and the elaborate landscapin^-The art 
and statuary collections at Belmont were exceptional. Its later 
and current use as an educational institution continues to play an 
important role in the educational field.

and his wife , Adelicia Hayes Franklin Acklen 
to become the center of social life in a 

Mrs" . Actclen , i?e c eritly widowe d T5y I s aac Fr an klin
and reputed to be the wealthiest woman in the South, still owned 
the fine plantation, Fairview in Sumner County, which Franklin had 
left to her. She planned to maket Belmont the show plajce^f 
Nashville, and she"^spared no expense in carrying out her plans. 
"WilliamTBtrie?kland is said to have been the architect, but no 
verification of this assumption has been made.

From her extensive travels abroad; $rs\ ; ~Acicleh r gathered paintings, 
engravings, portraits, and statuary which decorated the mansion. 
At one time Belmont reputedly had the largest private art- ' 
collection in the South. A lover of music, she placed two pianos 
and two organs in the mansion.

Dinner at Belmont, a historical novel by Dr. Alfred L. Crabb, 
depicts the social significance of Belmont during the Civil War. 
Also, Union troops used the water tower as a signal tower and 
observation post, as Belmont was often on the line of battle 
during the Battle of Nashville.

The grounds at Belmont have been covered with college buildings, 
since several schools have been located there. Included are 
Ward Seminary, a fashionable school for young ladies \ Belmont 
Junior College; Ward-Belmont , a noted school for women; and 
Belmont College, a Baptist liberal arts college, which has 
occupied 'the premises since 1951. Belmont V" or Acklen Hall as it 
is sometimes called, is used primarily as a social center.
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