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The Isaac Reed House is a two-story clapboarded structure with mansard 
roof. Its first floor front elevation is dominated by a bracketed bay 
window abutting the porch which shelters the sidehall entry. Molded window 
heads embellish two over two sash while, above, the cornice includes a 
panelled friese and paired brackets. The roof is punctuated by formers 
with central segmental pediments.

The original mansarded section and a rear ell are presently the only 
remaining portion of the structure. Subsequent to its construction, a 
number of rear additions were introduced and the building was converted to 
multiple occupancy. These appurtenances, removed in September, 19?6t 
included extensive porches along both side elevations.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Isaac Reed House is typical of small mansarded residences constructed in 
northern New England during the l860's and ?0's. Built circa 1869 by 
Dr. Isaac Reed, a Newport dentist, it was subsequently sold to Putnam George, 
a "farmer and speculator."

The Reed House is important not only as an example of vernacular French Second 
Empire style in a streetscape displaying a variety of architectural idioms, 
but also and most significantly as an integral element of the blockface with 
highest integrity and interest along a Main Street distinguished by the quality 
and vitality of its architecture. The Reed House is essential to the continuity 
of the block's scale and rhythm; it also defines the historical and visual bounds 
of the courthouse common to its rear, by maintaining the traditional separation 
of the common from Main Street; and, through its monumental style expressed in 
residential scale, relates the public buildings immediately north of* it to the 
residences and less elaborate mercantile structures of the adjacent Lower Main 
Street and Central Street area.

Demolition of the Reed House was originally planned as a component of a Bureau 
of Outdoor Recreation / HUD Community Development Block Grant downtown recreation 
and landscaping project, "Court House Park." When the Reed House was identified 
as an important visual and spatial element of the central business/government 
district, the Town of Newport acted to preserve the original mansarded section 
and an integral ell, while removing the deteriorated multiple-occupancy accretions 
at the rear, which lacked both significance and integrity.

Along with the Sullivan County Court House (National Register: June 25, 1973; 
National Park Service Historic Preservation Grant-in-Aid, FT 1974) and the 
Nettleton House (National Register: November 16, 1977), the Reed House has been 
incorporated into the revitalized complex of Town and County offices in downtown 
Newport linked by the new Court House Park, which re-establishes Newport's 
original courthouse commons area. (See Continuation Sheet #1). The project has 
enabled Newport formerly threatened with loss of the county government 
facilities to the neighboring city of Claremont to retain its function as a 
shire town.

The Reed House was determined eligible for the National Register of Historic 
Places by the National park Service on July 30, 1976. This nomination has been 
prepared and sponsored by the Town of Newport.



MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Edes, Marcia J. and Samuel H., The Old Book of Newport, 1909, Newport, NH, Argus Spectator 
Mahoney, Henry E., Bd. Newport, NH 1761-1961, Bicentennial Celebration. 1961, Newport,

NH, Argus Champion.
Edes, Dam H., Tales from the History of Newport, rlH, 19&2, Newport, NH, Argus Champion. 
Wheeler, Edmund, The History of Newport, NH, 1879, Concord. 
Candee, Richard, "Historical Analysis of Old Courthouse park Project, 11 May 28, 1976.

DGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY_____»25

QUADRANGLE NAME QUADRANGLE SCALE
UTM REFERENCES / O O

|li8l l7l2.9h&r5TOl 14. 8i
ZONE EASTING NORTHING 

I I . I I . I I . I . I . , I

El , i I I . I i i I I . I I I . I I 

d , I I I I I I I I I , I i I . I I

I I , I . . I I . I . I . . |
ZONE EASTING NORTHING

Dl . I I I I I . . I I , I . I . . I

I i I . . I L
H! i I

j_I

I_,1
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

A certain tract of land with the buildings thereon, situate on the east side of Main 
Street in the village of said Newport and bounded and described as follows, to wit: 
Commencing, at the corner of Court House Common in the village of said Newport, (See Cpnt.
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No. 1)
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10.Geographical Data (Continued)

thence easterly on said Common to land of now or formerly of Mrs. Dennis Heardon; 
thence southerly on said Reardon's to land of the Concord & Claremont Railroad; 
thence westerly on land of the said Concord and Claremont Railroad to the east line 
of said Main Street; thence northerly on said Main Street to the first mentioned 
bound.


