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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE .
The Riverton Chautauqua Pavilion is significant primarily because of its
relationship to a particular econaomic/political cause at the turn of the
century.

In 1897, William "Coin" Harvey, noted "money crank" of the late 19th and
early 20th centuries and political ally of William Jennings Bryan, put up
$500 toward the construction of the Riverton Pavilion to provide an Yen-
campment” for his newly founded group, the Patriots of America. This
political fraternal order was open to members of all parties. Lodges were
to have their own ritual, as in other national fraternal orders, and Harvey
even envisioned a women's auxiliary to be called the Daughters of the
Republic. Harvey explained that the order would "give us the finances for
a national campaign against the money power". Its secrecy and required
pledge that members must vote in conformity with majority decisions were
intended to foil "cunning and unscrupulous enemies" fram working within
the ranks.

Tt was decided to experiment with building a structure to house encampments
of the Patriots. Fremont County, having the greatest number of P. of A.
organizations of any county in the country (according to the Sidney Herald
of 1900), was selected as the best location for such a structure. The city
park was leased for ten years, and encampments, featuring noted "free silver"
advocates, were held 1897-1900.

The Patriots of America apparently died out within a few years, but the
Riverton Pavilion continued to be used by the cammunity. Over the years,
it has been used for summer Chautauqua shows, Sunday school and church
services, school graduations and May Day services. Riverton citizens are
currently working on repairing the old pavilion as a Bicentennial project.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Riverton Chautauqua Pavilion, built in a decagon, is on the highest
ground in the city park. It is 70' in diameter and 35' high in the center.
The roof is supported by two rows of red ceder posts planted four feet
? into the ground. Three posts support each of the ten roof segments,
] gﬁ@f ¥ resulting in an arcade effect.

The building is nine feet high at the eaves, and is so constructed

that it can be enclosed in canvas when necessary. It has an elevated
platform of wood and a cement floor. The roof is of broad conical design,
covered originally with wood shingls and now with green asphalt shingles.

Except for roof repairs, the pavilion stands as originally constructed.
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