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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Engels' Dry Goods Store is a one-story red brick commercial
building measuring 25' x 100' with no definitive architectural charac-
teristics. The exterior is typical of territorial storefronts, however
with entresol, original wooden window sashes, and hanging canopy.

From the street, the building appears much as it did when constructed.

The interior of the store is in excellent condition, with
the original 13' tall molded-tin ceiling, drop lights, overhead
fans, and shelves of stacked dry goods. The north wall is covered
with Coca-Cola posters and the others are plastered and painted.
Typical of old, small town stores, the interior is dimly 1lit.
When entering the store, the original furnishings overwhelm the
visitor. On the-immedidte-left is-an antigue gas-jet-cigar lighter
which has been burning since 1921. The lighter rests on an old
marble-topped display case which was in the store in 1910.
Behind the display case is a wooden bar and cabinet which at one
time held glasses for the fountain. It too is original. Above
the bar on the wall, and extending approximately 75' towards the
rear of the store, is a superb collection of Coca-Cola promotional
posters dating to 1913.

As customers walk into the store they also notice the drop
lights and ceiling fans. The wooden blades of the fans have
been removed and stored, but they could easily be reinstalled.
Farther into the store customers find several tables and chairs
which also are original furnlshlngs dating to 1910. To the left is
the old brass cash register which was purchased with redeemable’
cigar wrappers. It is in excellent and operable condition. Beyond
the tables and cobunters are shelves for dry goods. The only ~
noticeable difference from countless historic photographs of
country stores are the new goods on the shelves.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Engels' Dry Goods Store of Luther is unique in Oklahoma
County, for the store has survived since 1910 in a well preserved
and superbly authentic condition despite the ravages of urbanization,
agricultural depression, and changes in transportation. In addition
to its, importance, has.-a valuable relic. from the past, the Engels'
Store retalns social significance. As it did in, 1910,..the store still
serves the town of Luther as a focal point for conversation,
refreshments, and relaxation. Moreover, just as it did in 1910,
the small general store provides rural citizens with needed dry goods.
The overwhelming importance of country stores to the development
and social structure of rural Oklahoma is thus represented by
Engels' Dry Goods Store.

Settled in 1895 following the opening of the Kickapoo tribal
lands, Luther quickly became a trading center in the Deep Fork River
Valley. By the early 1900s the Frisco and KATY railroads had connected
the town to Oklahoma City, beginning a- perlod of prosperity. Slowly,
growing trade convinced many merchants to replace their wooden
structures with brick or stone. By 1909 most of the buildings on
Main Street were either brick, stone, or concrete block. In 1910
the store at 115 S. Main Street was occupled by Michael C. Engels.

Engels, who had migrated to Indian Territory in 1889, estab-
lished a small dry goods store in his one-story structure. In his
new quarters he stocked the shelves with dry goods, operated a fountain
and opened his store to his fellow townsmen. Cooled by overhead
fans, the citizens of Luther looked to Engels' store for a place
to relax, have a Coke, buy needed supplies, and enjoy the conversation
of neighbors.

In 1913 Engels started a tradition when he purchased a 50 gallon
barrel of Coke syrup, for with it he received a promotional poster
depicting four girls drinking Coke. He continued collecting a poster
a year, until Coca-Cola posters covered the entire north wall of his
store. Engels' collection and preservation of posters extended to
most of the physical items in the store. To his death he retained
the store's original furniture, wooden display cases, shelves,

(cont.)
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scales, hanging lights, and overhead fans. His collecting extended
even to the brass cash register, which he obtained by redeeming cigar
wrappers. Another prized possession was a gas-jet cigar lighter
positioned next to the door. Customers could buy anickel cigar,
then cut and light it on the way out.

In 1921 Engels moved his store and all of its furnishings
across the street to 114 S. Main. The move changed the store only
slightly, for the two buildings were similar in design and the
building at 114 also had been used as a store. From 1921 to the
present the Engels family has operated the store in that location
with little variation despite the changes affecting Luther. The
prosperity which had prompted the optimistic plans of men like
Engels gradually was replaced by stagnation and decline as the
twentieth century progressed. The agricultural depression of the
1920s and 1930s compounded the economic problems. If not for rail
connections and U. S, Highway 66, which passed through town, Luther
may have disappeared from the map, as did more than a dozen other
towns in eg§tern Oklahoma County.

This economic stagnation in part explains the suvival of the
Engels' Dry Goods Store in its original state. The town was too
small for a retail chain outlet, yet far enough from Edmond and

*@klahgma City to need a dry goods store and fountain. Yet, external

factors do not fully explain the unique survival of this family-
owned country store; the other factor has been the Engels family.

M. C. Engels'love of his store and its possessions was passed
down to his children, who still operate the store today. Like
their father, they have retained all the store's original furnishings,
even though they have been barraged by antique collectors. The deep,
narrow store thus appears today much as it did sixty-years ago,
serving as a focal point for Luther's citizens, just as it did in
1910.
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face of the building, which abuts with Lowman's Grocery Store, to a poil
10' into the alley. Then proceed 25' south along the center of the all:
to a point parallel with the south wall of the building. Then proceed
120' west along the south face of the building, which abuts with a
vacant building, to the curb. Then proceed 25' north along the curb to
the point of departure.



