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The sun-dried bricks were made from native clay-adobe 
and Sacramento river water. The walls were later protected by
wooden sheds, which were in time replaced by a complete^ 
'structure ,.,oy_cr,,.the_. .orl^inaJL adafeje . Repairs and ' 
SaTnTalned the occupied ranch dwelling for the next hundred 
years in gooi condition (as shown in attached photos), until 
purchased by the P. G, & E. Co. in 1963. Vandals have sinceNbadl; 
harmed the structures and rain injured an adobe interior wall. 
It Has now a high woven wire" fence surrounding the Building, with 
a padlocked gate. If restoration of this historic adobe is to 
be effected, it should be done at once.

With minor exception the structure retains its basic architectural 
form. This is expressly noted in the interior. The exterior framework 
and porch area having been added during recent times.
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Ohio lawyer, J^j^^lordJ^^as^ingA reached California by 
way of Oregon in 1845", and was_ active ̂in .....the >....earlj^, settlement 
of the State. Returning East in 1844 he published an ̂^Brnigran 
Guide" to Calif ornia. (Hasfcng 1 s Cut-off was followed by the ill- 
fated Dormer par t^ who attempted the high mountain crossing too 
late in the yj£ar'' ? ahd were snowed in.) Returning West, JHas tings 
was named ,as Mormon, agent to select a strategic site for a 
Mormon colony in the t&e.n Mexican ̂.terrl'iTdry' 'oiT'traTlT'ii^nla'. This 
He """faund at _jbhe jjyuactio San Joaquln rivers 
w_i.t]fci..._Suisjan~£ay, which gave water traiis"pdrta"¥lon" to the great 
valleys of California and the Pacific Ocean. Here_he jglanned a 
city and built an adobe house called Montezuma City 7 hoping to 
obtain a large land grant from the Mexican Government. Several 
colonies of Mormons had already reached California by ship, and 
the exodus from Illinois "across the plains" had started in 
February 1846. But on July 7 1846, the American flag was raise 3 
in, Calif ornia and the Mormons lost Interest in the l«ontezUHKc-"-sibe. 
Bayard Taylor in his "Eldorado" (1849) makes mention of i¥, - 
"City of Montezuma, a solitary house on a sort of headland pro 
jecting into Suisun Bay and fronting the three house city nNew 
York of the Pacific" on the Contra Costa ̂ eide/1

Hastings, after about three years, abandoned his adobe, wJiic! 
was occupied early in 1855 by L.P.Marshall and two sons, John a;id 
Charles Knox Marshall. They foun<f "counterfeiter tools in the hoise 
The Marshalls repaired and improved the dwelling. In a few years 
Hastings demanded payment for the adobe, to which he had only a 
squatters claim. He was given two mules and six head of cattle 
(all valued at flOOO.) for the improvements. In tk£Ste> the Marshalls 
acquired title by pre-emption. A_ frame structure was placed aro'ind 
the adobe and the Marshall family occupied it until 1908. It was 
then acquired by the S.O.Strat ton family who carefully maintained 
and further improved the aged dwelling, until sold in 1965 to the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. as site of a future atomic power plant. 
Vandals damaged the ancient structure until the company surrounded 
it with a high padlocked fence. Poy perpetuation as a historic 
monument restoration is needed at once.



(1) "Historic Spots in California" ,3rd edition (19664 by 
Hoover & Rensch and W.N.Abeloe. Page 513

(2) "History of Solano County" by J.P.Munro Praser, printed by 
Wood, Alley & Co. in 1879. Pages 311 and 312.
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
J DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
n OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
1%

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

38° 04 ' 35" 121° 50 Q" 
See USGS map attached.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National R«s|ister and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National Q ^^ D Local £$
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.
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