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harmed the structure; and rain injured an adobe interior wall.
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With minor exception the structure retains its basic architectural
form. This is expressly noted in the interior. The exterior framework
and porch area having been added during recent times.
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STATEMENT OF sigNIFicaNceE 8nd hj_story:

Dhio lawyer, Lanstord W. Hastings reached California by
way of Oregon in 1843, and was active in the early settlement
of the State. Returning East in 1844 he published an "EBmigrant:
Guide" to California.(Hasdng's Cut-off was followed by the ill-
fated Donner party who attempted the high mountain crossing too
late in the ygar:i'and were snowed in.) Returning West, Hastings
was named as Mormon agent to select a strategic site for a
Mormon colony in the thgn Mextcan territory of Talifsrnia. This
he found at the junction of the Sacramento and San Joaquin rivers
with Suisun Bay, which gave water transportation to the great
valleys of California and the Pacific Ocean. Here he planned a
city and bullt an adobe house called Montezuma City, hoping to
obtain a large land grant from the Mexican Government. Several
colonies of Mormons had already reached California by ship, and
the exodus from Illinois "across the plains" had started in
February 1846. But on July 7 1846, the American flag was raisef
in California and the Mormons lost interest in the Moritezums -site.
Bayard Taylor in his "Eldorado" (184¢9) makes mention of it,- |~
"City of Montezuma, a solitary house on a sort of headland pro-
jecting into Suisun Bay and fronting the three house city "New
York of the Pacific" on the Contra Costa'side."

Hastings, after about three years, abandoned his adobe,whic
was occupied early in 1853 by L.P.Marshall and two sons, John and
Charles Knox Marshall. They found counterfeiter tools in the holse
The Marshalls repaired and improved the dwelling. In a few years
Hastings demanded payment for the adobe, to which he had only a
squatters claim. He was given two mules and six head of cattle
(all valued at $1000.) for the improvements. In ffe the Marshalls
acquired title by pre-emption. A frame structure was placed around
the adobe and the Marshall family occupied it until 1908. It wag
then acquired by the S.0.Stratton family who carefully maintained
and further improved the aged dwelling, until sold in 1963 to the
Pacific Gas & Electric Co. as site of a future atomic power plant.
Vandals damaged the ancient struttnre until the company surrounded
it with a high padlocked fence. Fop Perpetuation as a historic
monument restoration is needed at once.
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