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Original owner George Cowdrey

DESCRIPTION:

Date 1865

"MP |'ssearch
Second Empire

Source
Style
Architect
Exterior wall fabric clapboard
Qutbuildings E 20th century garage

My or alterations (wth dates)
porch (c. 1900)

Moved no Date Ji*

Approx. acreage 24,500 sg. ft.

Recorded byCandace Jenkins with'Carole Zellie Setting Tum-of-the-century resident;

Organization Landscagpe Research
Date June 1979

Assessor's Mg #11-263

neighborhood.
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ARCH TECTURAL SIGNFI CANCE  (describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate in terns of other buildings wthin community)
The George Cowdrey Hbuse i s one of Jtonehams few Secondf enpire.residences to .
« retain its orirginal form features, and setting intact. Constructed c. 1865 it is
a side hall cottage with rear and side wings. Typical features incluse abracketed com ce
and segmental |y arched dorners with scrolledenfranenents, Alater (c. 1900)
feature which corgol enents the original fabric, i s anopen porch with conmer gazebo
whi ch i s supported on Tuscan colums. Theentry is framed by | eaded stained glass
side lights, also alater addition.

do o - K oo ! y d . ""|<./W' . IV,i . »

HSTCRCAL SSANFICANCE (explain the role owers played in local or state history

and how the building relates tothe devel opnent of the community)

The Gaordqe (owdrey House possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
material s workmanship. |'tissignificant as a good |ocal exanpl e of a Second >
Enpire Oottage and as the hone of alocal shoe manufacturer* As awell preserved

1 andtypical representative of Sonehams residential devel opnent during it s greatest
period of Iprosperlty, the Gowdrey House neets criteria A. g|IdCof the Nati onal
Regl ster of Historic Places, AA-'/ /

The buil der of thisj Mansard roofed residence took f u|| advanta%e of the slope
of FarmHill; the views to the west are extraordi nary | t appears that although
[tjhi_s I's asmll residence, the builder took care to rinely detail all aspects of the
esi gn.

George Cowdrey, the first owner, was bomin Sonehamand engaged i n shoe
minufacturing. Hewas active intow business and also inthe State Legislature, '
Gowdrey Street is naned after him his land hol dings included other lots abuttingit.

Hill Street had few houses along the northern end until the 1880's. The
Gowdrey Hbuse i s the finest early residence, begi nning atradition whichresulted
in several architecturally conscious houses in" the inmediate area.
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Cowdrey, George, House (Stoneham MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS WorkingNo.  FEB. 28 1984
Fed. Reg. Datej
Date Due: Ne' A3-'M
Action:; irTACCEPT _

0  resubmission Entered in the RETURN.

O nomination by person or local government Hational iiengteU REJECT.

e owner objection Federal Agency:

e appeal

Substantive Review: CD sample CU request CZ appeal CZ NR decision

Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
, see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.Ssubstantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes CZ no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent | | deteriorated unaltered + original site
CZ good I 1ruins altered moved date.
CZfair I 1 unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CZ completeness

e clarity
| | alterationsAntegrity
CZ dates

CZ boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

CZ summary paragraph

CZ completeness

CZ clarity

\A\ applicable criteria

CZ justification of areas checked

CZ relating significance to the resource

e context

CZ relationship of integrity to significance
CZ justification of exception

CZ other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

CZ Maps
CZ Photographs
CZ Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date

Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000295



