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Town Stoneham 

Address 
42 High Street-

Historic Name 

Use: Original 

Present 

'̂ eorgd^Cowdrey- House 

residential 

residential 

^. . ... .Robert C. and Ann 
Ownership :EI Private individual YardaMan 

Private organization 

Public 

Original owner George Cowdrey 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date 1865 

it 
Source "̂ P̂ I'ssearch 

Style Second Empire 

•^A;:-:^^A-A:^^}^^ 

Architect 

Exterior wal l fabr ic clapboard 

. ' v . .r ." - i . y ^ - . - i i ' . > • . ; . . ' . - , . . . . - . 

- . . . . •- ^ , p r - , -JaA'' . . -» . . 

Outbuildings E. 20th century garage 

Major alterations (with dates) 

porch (c. 1900) 

. . . v! '*- ~ - , ^ - - -

' " .< •.-,.':.!̂ ••,'A. - •" •'• 

Moved no Date_Ji^ 

Approx. acreage 24,500 sg. f t . 

Recorded byCandace Jenkins with'Carole Zell ie Setting Tum-of-the -century resident 

Organization Landscape Research neighborhood. 

Date June 1979 

i a l 

Assessor's Map #11-263 UTM - Boston North Quad 19/327760/4706170 

(Staple additional sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

The George Cowdrey House is one of Sjtoneham's few Second fenpire .residences to • 
• retain it s original form, features, and setting intact. Constructed'c. 1865, i t is 
a side hall cottage with rear and side wings. Typical features incluse a bracketed comice 

: and segmentally arched dormers with scrolled enframements, A later (c. 1900) 
feature which complements the original fabric, is an open porch with comer gazebo 
which is supported on Tuscan columns. The entry is framed by leaded stained glass 
side lights, also a later addition. 

•'• • - K • • ' , -• . •--•|<-.̂>:̂V-" : • 'v,i . » 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played in local or state history 

and how the building relates to the development of the community) 
The George Cowdrey House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, 

materials, and workmanship. I t is significant as a good local example of a Second > 
Empire Cottage and as the home of a local shoe manufacturer* As a well preserved 

1 and typical representative of Stoneham's residential development during i t s greatest 
' period of prosperity, the Cowdrey House meets criteria A..gild C of the National 

Register of Historic Places, AA-'/ ' / 
The builder of thisj Mansard roofed residence took f u l l advantage of the slope 

of Farm H i l l ; the views to the west are extraordinary. I t appears that although • 
this is a small residence, the builder took care to finely detail a l l aspects of the 
design. 

George Cowdrey, the f i r s t owner, was bom in Stoneham and engaged in shoe 
manufacturing. He was active in town business and also in the State Legislature, ' 
Cowdrey Street is named after him; his land holdings included other lots abutting i t . 

H i l l Street had few houses along the northern end until the 1880's. The 
Cowdrey House is the finest early residence, beginning a tradition which resulted 
in several architecturally conscious houses in" the immediate area. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 
Stevens, History of Stoneham, p. 197 
1874 Plat map 

20M-2/80 
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date entered 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Stoneham M u l t i p l e Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review Date/Signature 

11. Buswell, Clara, House Entered in the 'T^eepev (A^^^^^^^^-^-jS-y---^ T^/w 
National Register 7^ 

Attest 

12. Chamberlain, Samuel, House ̂ ^^^ ^ ̂  ^f'^^eeper 0<^^^-^"'-T--'--^-^>^^;^<-^-..^ '^^^j^^ 

National Register Attest 

13. Cogan, Bernard, House Entered in tha y^eper ^^^^^Y^L^^^o.->-/C^?c^..^ "^//Vr, 
National Register 

Attest 

14. Cogan, James, House Enrt'tero^ 3ll ^ peeper Q(iLl^^^i.-^w<^yi.^^ ^/AAA 
>latlr»nal Regloter / 

Attest 

15. Colonial Beacon Gas Station ' -^Keeper ,^K&.Z~cw^^^?c^ AJJA^J 

IL.it or ed I n the 
National Register Attest 

16. Cowdrey, George, House ^ ^ ^Keeper ,<?(JAM^.^^.:^<^^ ^ Y/^/SV 

- .loored i n the .y ' 
National Register Attest 

17. Daniels, Blake, Cottage ^^^^^^^ ^ e p e r / A L t . ^ . - . . y 6 ^ ^ JnU 

national fieglster 
Attest 

18. Dean, Silas, House Enterel i n the ^^iteeper ^̂ ^̂ <̂-.-̂ ^̂ ûwĈ 5̂K̂ rty v'/^/r^ 

National Register 
Attest 

19. Dow Block Entorad in tha <hCeeper .^X^^.^-uw^^^^^o^ W/3A^U 
fiatior^al BeglBter f — i r " ^ ^ ^ 

20. Durgin, E. A . , House l'a„or..^jl l a tha 

Attest 

l^eper ryjU^-^t.-^y^^'^^c^ <V//JA</ 

Attest 



WASO Form - 177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Cowdrey, George, House (Stoneham MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

0 resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CD sample CU request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Datej 
Date Due:^^ 

FEB. 2,8 1984 

Action: 
Entered in the 
Hational iieglBteU 

irTACCEPT _ 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

^•'A3-'^^ 

Federal Agency: 

CZI appeal CZ! NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

, see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes CZ no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZ good 

CZ fa i r 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
CZ completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterationsAntegrity 
CZ dates 
CZ boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

CZ summary paragraph 
CZ completeness 
CZ clarity 
\A\ applicable criteria 
CZ justification of areas checked 
CZ relating significance to the resource 
• context 
CZ relationship of integrity to significance 
CZ justification of exception 
CZ other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CZ Maps 
CZ Photographs 
CZ Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000295 


