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1. Name of Property

historic name DOMESTIC SCIENCE & MANUAL TRAINING SCHOOL
other names/site number St. Petersburg City Hall Annex

2. Location
street & number 440-442 Second Avenue North N/A__[] not for publication
city or town St Petersburg N/A__[¥ vicinity
state FLORIDA code __FL county Pinellas _  code Zip code 33701
3. State/Federal Agency Certification ~ | A2
/ e
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby ¢gftify that thisfi nomination

[ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
X meets [] does not meet the National Register criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

[ nationally [] statewide [J locally. (] See continuation for additional comments.)

Florida State Historic Preservation Officer, Division of Historical Resources
State or Federal agency and bureau ’

In my opinion, the property [] meets [J does not meet the National Register criteria. (C1See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau
y 4

4. Natjénal Park Service Certification
I certify that the property is: d Date of Action
entered in the National Register
O See continuation sheet
O determined eligibie for the
National Register
O see continuation sheet.
O determined not eligible for the
National Register
O See continuation sheet.
O removed from the National
Register.
O other, (explain)
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Name of Property

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
O private R buildings
3 public-local O district
O public-State 0 site
O public-Federal 0 structure
O object

Name of related muitiple property listings
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include any previously listed resources in the count)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 buildings
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 0 objects
1 0 total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A 0
6. Function or Use
Historic Functions Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
EDUCATION/School VERNMENT/Office
7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
NO STYLE/Masonry Vernacular foundation Brick

Narrative Description

walls Brick

roof Asphalt
other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Name of Property

County and State

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
$Mark'x'inoneormoreboxesforthecriteﬁaquaﬁfyingtheproperty
or National Register listing.)

A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

[ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X ¢ Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark “x" in alt the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[] A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

[ B removed from its original location.

[ ¢ a birthplace or grave.

[] D a cemetery.

O E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
[J F a commemorative property.

] G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION

ARCHITECTURE

Period of Significance

1901-1924

Significant Dates
1902

Significant Person
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder
Arch: Unknown

Blder: Unknown

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibliography

Cite the books, articies, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 36) has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[] designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#

O recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

Primary location of additional data:

B4 state Historic Preservation Office

[ Other State Agency
[ Federal agency
[J Local government
[ University
[] Other

Name of Repository

#
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Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property less than one

UTM References
(Place additional references on a continuation sheet.)

ilal7] |3l3]s] I |9I4|0| 3| | | ]
R |

I
Zone Easti
| RN L1 LT
[J see continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

8
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Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitle Kenneth C. Breslauer, Consultant/Carl Shiver, Historic Sites Specialist
organization Bureau of Historic Preservation date August 1999
street & number R.A. Gray Building, 500 S. Bronough Street telephone (850) 487-2333
city ortown Tallahassee state Florida zip code  32399-0250

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name City of St. Petersburg
street & number  Post Office Box 2842 telephone (727) 892-5292

city or town  St. Petersburg state Florida  zipcode 33731
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list properties, and amend listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 ef seq.)
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DESCRIPTION
SUMMARY

The Domestic Science & Manual Training School (now City Hall Annex) is a two-story, masonry
vernacular building erected in 1901. The rectangular plan building is constructed of painted brick set in common
bond and rests on a continuous brick foundation. The major fenestration is 1/1 and 2/2-light double hung sash
windows set in segmental arches. The-gable-on hip roof is surfaced with asphalt shingles and has wide boxed
eaves. There are arched entranceways with fanlights located at the main (north) and rear facades. The exterior
of the old school building is almost devoid of decoration, except for the dentils found immediately beneath the
soffit of the roof and the cast iron stars that separate the first and second stories. The exterior of the building has
changed little since it was completed in 1901, but the interior of the structure was completely re-partitioned when
the building was remodeled for use as city government offices in 1976.

SETTING

The former school building is found in the downtown section of the City of St. Petersburg, which is
located on the west coast of central Florida at the south end of the Pinellas peninsula, which separates Tampa
Bay from the Gulf of Mexico. Downtown St. Petersburg is bordered on the north and south by residential
neighborhoods and on the west by a mix of commercial and residential structures. St. Petersburg has a
population of approximately 240,000, while the Tampa Bay metropolitan region of Tampa/ St.
Petersburg/Clearwater has over 2,000,000 residents. The city is connected to Tampa and its environs on the east
by three bridges across Tampa Bay, and to Bradenton and Sarasota on the south by the Sunshine Skyway Bridge.
St. Petersburg has a subtropical climate and is principally a resort and residential city. The economy depends
largely on tourism. Focal points of downtown tourist activity are Tropicana Field, the home of the major league
Devil Rays baseball team, Municipal Pier, Florida International Museum, and Bayfront Auditorium.

PRESENT AND ORIGINAL APPEARANCE

North Facade

The Domestic Science & Manual Training School is a simple rectangular building that measures 36 feet
by 70 feet at its base. The main entrance is located on the north end of the building, which faces Second Avenue
North (Photos 3-4). The modern, metal-farmed entrance door is set in a brick archway. Above the door is a
modern rectangular transom window surmounted by an original, arched fanlight window. On each side of the
entrance is a single large fixed pane window set in a segmental arch opening. To the right side (west) of the
main entrance is a 14” x 20” metal plaque which reads: “Domestic Science and Manual Training Founded by
Edwin H. Tomlinson 1902.” At the northwest corner of the building is a sign which reads “City Hall Annex.”
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The second story of the north facade has three paired 1/1-light windows set in segmental arches. Seven
decorative metal stars measuring 10” in width visually separate the first and second floor. These stars are bolted
to tie rods, which serve as a structural support to the load-bearing brick walls.

East Elevation

The first story of the east elevation (Photos 4-5) has six single irregularly spaced 2/2-light windows set in
segmental arches. The window located near the south end of the elevation has been altered to be smaller than the
others and is rectangular in shape. The second story has six evenly spaced 1/1-light windows. A horizontal line
of twelve metal stars visually separate the first and second floors.

West Elevation

The first story of the west elevation (Photos 6-7) has seven 2/2-light double hung windows set in
segmental arches. The second story has five 1/1-light, segmental arch double-hung windows. Eight metal stars
are attached to this side. Two others that were once found on the wall are missing from their bolts (Photo 6).

South Facade

The south facade (Photo 7) repeats a number of the design elements of the north facade. The central
entranceway that occupies the arched brick opening retains its original wood framing. The single leaf, wood
panel and glass door is flanked by narrow sidelights. Above the door are the historic rectangular transom and
fanlight. West of the entranceway is a single, 2/2-light segmental arch window. There is no corresponding
window east of the doorway. On the second story directly above the door is a window that was converted to
serve as a door for the metal exterior fire escape stairway, which runs diagonally toward the east corner of the
south facade. The fire escape stairs were probably added to the building during the 1930s. On either side of the
doorway is a 1/1-light double-hung segmental arch window, and to the right (east) of the second story doorway
is a small, rectangular 1/1-light window. Six metal stars, three on each side of the central wall bay, run
horizontally across the wall surface.

Other Features

The building features a dual-pitched gable-on-hip roof. A gabled dormer with air vents is located on the
south slope of the building’s roof. A brick chimney is located on the northwest slope of the roof.
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INTERIOR

The Building has approximately 2,000 square feet of floor space on each floor. As originally constructed,
the first floor framing joists rest on a center beam supported by brick piers. The framing consists of 2 inchx 9.5
inch rough sawn floor joists spaced at 24 inches on center with tongue & groove pine flooring. Pine columns,
resting on piers, extend upward to a second center beam, running the length of the building to support the second
floor joists. The floor to ceiling dimensions are 12 ft, 10 in. The main entrance opens to a reception (Photo 10)
area which leads to a meeting room and an office (Photo 9). Four smaller offices, a storage vault and a restroom
are also located on this floor. The second floor is accessible by one interior stairway (Photo 11)and one exterior
fire escape. It is constructed with the same flooring materials as those found on the first floor. The original
ceiling height for the second floor is 12 ft. 1 in. The stairway opens to a large central office (Photo 12), with six
other partitioned offices and a restroom.

ALTERATIONS

City property records indicate the building has undergone several minor alterations since its construction.
General repairs and interior alterations took place in 1925 and again in 1931. Both floors were remodeled in
1935 and a rear fire escape was installed, which required the center second floor window of the south facade be
replaced with a door. At about this time, the original enclosed stairway on the west side of the building was
removed. A dormer was added to the south slope of the roof in the late 1930s. Further alterations were made in
1960 and again in 1976, when the City of St. Petersburg remodeled the building and added partitions for
individual offices. In 1992, repairs were made to the first floor support system to repair extensive damage from
termites. In spite of these alterations, the building retains its historic character to a high degree.
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SIGNIFICANCE
SUMMARY

The Domestic Science & Manual Training School is significant at the local level under Criteria A and C in
the areas of Education and Architecture. The building was the first vocational school in St. Petersburg, serving
in that capacity from 1901 to 1924. The school also hosted state-supported “Normal” summer sessions for the
training of teachers. The building is also a distinctive example of brick vernacular architecture adapted for use as
an institutional building. It is the oldest surviving resource in St. Petersburg to have been used as an educational
facility and is one of the oldest buildings in the downtown municipal area.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

Because of inadequate transportation, settlement on the Pinellas Peninsula was sparse until the coming of
the railroad in 1888. The men chiefly responsible for constructing the railroad and laying the foundations of the
city of St. Petersburg were John Constantine Williams from Detroit and Peter Demens, a Russian immigrant who
named the settlement after the city of his homeland. Williams owned considerable acreage in the lower Pinellas
Peninsula on which he was determined to develop a city, and Demens was instrumental in organizing the Orange
Belt Railroad Company, which would provide the transportation required to open the area to settlement. The
rail line began in Sanford, a Central Florida city used by the state’s early major railroads as a switching point, and
terminated in the nascent city of St. Petersburg. The railroad company, however, incurred enormous debts in
constructing the line, and in 1895, it was sold to Henry Bradley Plant and renamed the Sanford and St.
Petersburg Railroad.

Growth quickly followed the coming of the railroad, and new towns were established on the Pinellas
Peninsula. Tarpon Springs, Palm Harbor, Ozona, Dunedin, Clearwater, Largo, Safety Harbor, and St.
Petersburg were among the more significant of the new and expanding communities. The development of St.
Petersburg was concentrated near the waterfront on Tampa Bay. The community reached a population of about
3,000 by the beginning of the 20th century and was officially incorporated as a city 1903.

EDUCATIONAL SIGNIFICANCE

The first school building in St. Petersburg was constructed in 1893. It was a small two-story wood frame
structure located on Fifth Street just north of Central Avenue, the main commercial street in St. Petersburg.
While the school provided traditional instruction in reading, writing, and arithmetic, there were no facilities for
teaching vocational trades and domestic skills for young men and women. Among St. Petersburg’s most notable
benefactors during the early years of the city’s existence was Edwin H. Tomlinson, who decided to fund the
construction of a school to provide vocational training for school children. Tomlinson donated $10,000 for the
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project and construction began in the spring of 1901. The Domestic Science & Manual Training School was
dedicated on December 29, 1901, and the first classes began in January of 1902. It operated as the only
educational facility in St. Petersburg specializing in vocational training for school children from 1902 to 1924.
The school was one of the first brick buildings constructed in St. Petersburg and among the first schools in
Florida devoted exclusively to vocational education. The Manual Training School also hosted state-supported
Normal summer sessions for the training of teachers in the area of vocational education. The St. Petersburg
Times reported this marked “the first time in the educational history of the state that a course in manual training
was offered in a completely modern up to date manual training school.”

Carpentry was one of the most important skills taught at the school. The first floor training classroom
featured 27 adjustable work benches, each having a full set of tools. There was also a kerosene fueled shafting
and belting machine to operate the saw, a planer, grindstone, jigsaw and lathe. The second floor was used for
teaching girls “Domestic Science” and for the teaching of music, gymnastics and military science. The building
was used as a vocational school until the end of 1924, when vocational training was relocated to the new St.
Petersburg Junior High School which was located on Mirror Lake Drive.

After vocational training programs were relocated to Mirror Lake Junior High School, the building
became the offices of the Chamber of Commerce from 1925-30. In 1931, the building was occupied by the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. They continued to use the building until 1947, when city government functions took
over the building. It then became an office of the State Welfare Board from 1947-56, Child Guidance Clinic
from 1956-60, Welfare Offices from 1960-75, Office on Aging and Public Works from 1975-79, and the
Neighborly Center from 1979-81. The City of St. Petersburg has utilized the building since 1981, and it is thus
commonly known as the “City Hall Annex.” '

The Domestic Science & Manual Training School was an important civic achievement for St. Petersburg,
serving as the gathering place for special events in addition to housing its educational functions. The Domestic
Science & Manual Training School is the oldest surviving school building in St. Petersburg and a lasting tribute
to Edwin H. Tomlinson, who helped build the City through his philanthropy. Upon Tomlinson’s death in 1938,
Pinellas County Superintendent of Education G.V. Furguitt praised his contribution to Florida education: “In
building the state’s first vocational school, Tomlinson made a contribution for which all Pinellas County should
be grateful. His unselfish gifts to public enterprises were almost innumerable, but to me the vocational school
was most noteworthy in the sense that it anticipated one of the great present-day educational movements.”
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ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE

The Domestic Science & Manual Training School, one of the most visually distinctive buildings in
downtown St. Petersburg, constructed as a detached building when the area was sparsely developed, largely
retains its historic exterior characteristics. Unlike the majority of the commercial buildings surrounding it, the old
school displays all four elevations, and does not abut or share a party wall with any neighboring structure. The
restrained style of the resource is expressed in its large segmental arched windows that allowed the illumination
of the interior with an abundance of natural lighting, which was necessary for its use as a vocational school in the
early part of the twentieth century. The building is also dignified with large entrance doors topped by fan lights
at it north and south facades. The star-shaped metal bosses that anchor the tie rods that help support the brick
walls of the structure are unique among buildings contemporary with the school in the downtown area of the
city. Also setting the building apart is its gable-on-hip roof. Most of the other early brick buildings in the area
have the flat, tar and gravel roofs typical of commercial buildings of that era.

The interior of the building retains most of its original framing and support features, including the original
wood columns that support the floor and ceiling joists. These have been merely hidden by the newer wall
partitions or boxed in to give them a more contemporary appearance (Photo 5). The original ceilings are
obscured by dropped acoustical ceilings and fluorescent lighting fixtures, and the original wooden floors are still
found beneath modern carpeting.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION
Block 20, Lot 4, Revised Map of St. Petersburg, Florida.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The nominated property includes the entire parcel historically associated with the Domestic Science & Manual
Training School (aka City Hall Annex).
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Unknown

c. 1905

St. Petersburg Museum of History

Main (North) Facade and West Elevation, Looking Southeast
Photo 1 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Unknown

c. 1905

St. Petersburg Museum of History

Interior, First Floor, Carpentry Workshop, Looking Southwest
Photo 2 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Main (North) Facade, Looking South

Photo 3 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Main (North) Facade, Looking Southwest

Photo 4 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

East Elevation, Looking Southwest

Photo 5 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

West Elevation, Looking Northeast

Photo 6 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Rear (South) Facade and West Elevation, Looking Northeast
Photo 7 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Detail, Metal Star

Photo 8 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Interior, First Floor Office, Looking Southeast

Photo 9 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Interior, First Floor, Looking South Toward Rear of Building
Photo 10 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Interior, First Floor Stairwell, Looking West

Photo 11 of 12
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Domestic Science and Manual Training School

440-442 Second Ave., St. Petersburg (Pinellas County), Florida
Kenneth C. Breslauer

August 1998

St. Petersburg City Planning Department

Interior, Second Floor Office, Looking North

Photo 12 of 12
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St. PETERSBURG (PINELLAS COUNTY), FLORIDA




IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII

COND AVE. NORTH
U/
DOMESTIC SCIENCE & MANUAL TRAINING SCHOOL A L mm————e
ND AVE. NORTH @ ——— I}
. IDA {opprosimate)




I FPC A8z NT S

‘o b ot Aoh

/ .
[ I8
L
Yy
&
IN
£ N
K:
I\
145 r7'
M)
<

N
!

225 07

sl

2

£ ,
[ AU

200 .0oc

LOING) |
~ <
~ 2
v
123
i’ 0
FTys
e
0 N7
M1 \c‘
nys Lo, |
o BN
(€€ (PLar FoR DeT
 Malb
L M-1-27 W
| M-1-49 o
| H-1-95 9
P N
1 4| 15
! VA4
I M
|
.4
1l \
. 0

—— e T

/00

Lasement Foe 77::;7 A

S5TH ST.N.

b 1 P
REVISEU MAP OF CITY OF ST PETERSBURG
L OSITY CWHNED, IH. 49 (C/rr'omve' /8
339;.'0g 3 4@ 15| g3
.'._o:r‘ _P e - JA__L“ _"soN
50 T -H 50
(MUNICIPAL / (MUN/C/PAL
<RQLOTNO. 4) 8LOT ANO. 5) °
§ 8RR 9 | 104 1 /3 'V H RIS B
?fém : g : g ,.._.ﬁ:'e(b
N ARG B A A I
s 2ND AVEN. .
N\ ~
£ | WP Lo | kg k
(MUNICIPAL BU/LD=
I ‘ T
A <
Q
N
0
.
~N
kY4
OF CITY OF §
s 3
N9l |1 |12 |3t |15 | 16 |8 N
[ ey ub! ns! ‘#"iw tt3q>u #? 0 | At u u"qu"‘

ME = -17-93
NRBR"2-193

1ST AVE.N. :
U.S. POST ¢ ~ICE”
OPEN AR
DOMESTIC SCIENCE &
MANUAL TRAINING SCHOOL
440 SECOND AVENUE NORTH

scaLe: 1" =100’

NATIONAL REGISTER AREA TO BE APPROVED,

NOMINATION SHOWN IN

L—_J

q

9

&

T
50

|

|
S
K
)]
<
‘

4




