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Construction of the Safford House was probably begun
around 1883, shortly after Anson P.K. Safford's arrival in the
Tarpon Springs area. Originally it was constructed as a one-
story frame cottage with double gables on the front, central
hall and a wide bracketed veranda on two sides. By 1887, when
an article appeared in the Tampa Journal referring to a party
at the Safford House, the building had already been enlarged to
two full stories. The original roof trusses, gables, gable
windows, etc. were dismantled and appear to have been replaced
intact atop the new second story. At this time a lot of elabor-
ate Victorian detail was added: a cupola, hood moulds, barge-
boards, brackets, and balustrades of different patterns. This
is the way the house appears in an 1890 photograph. 1In 1891,
the year of Safford's death, the land on which the house was
situated was sold to George Clemson and in order to retain
the structure, Mrs. Safford moved the house back about a block.
Mrs. Safford began using the building as a boarding house
known as the Villa Ansonia and a few years later after her
marriage to Salvador F. Martin, the interior of the house was
subdivided into small apartments and was known as "The Miramar."
At this time, the house (as per existing photographs) was
stripped of all of its exterior Victorian trim and left a
simple version of the original house with plain porch posts,
no balustrade, etc. It was also at this time that portions of
the veranda were enclosed to provide additional rooms.

The house, at the present time, remains basically in tact
on the exterior, little changed from its appearance as "The
Miramar." A wrought iron balustrade has been added and second
story windows on the main facade have been converted to three
sash bays. There is a classically treated double frontispiece
on the main facade, porch posts are simple and square in section
and the roof is now covered with tin. There have been numerous
owners of the house since the turn of the century and several
attempts made to restore it, although at the present time the
house is for sale and in danger of destruction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Anson P.K. Safford House at Tarpon Springs is signi-
ficant as an example of vernacular domestic architecture in
central Florida in addition to its association with a man who
gained prominence in four states. Born at Hyde Park, Vermont
in 1830, Safford moved West in 1850 to be elected to the
Nevada leglslature in 1856 and again in 1857. After a period
in business in San Francisco and a two year tour of Europe he
returned to the United States in 1867 to be appointed Surveyor
General for Nevada by President Andrew Jackson. From Presi-
dent Ulysses S. Grant came the appointment as governor of
Arizona in 1869 and the subsequent reappointment in 1873.
Safford is credited with having established the public school
system in Arizona during his terms as governor.

After leaving Arizona, Mr. Safford was for two years a
resident of Phlladelphla before becoming interested in the
purchase of land in Florida. Shortly after the famous Disston
land purchase of 4,000,000 acres of Florida "swamplands"

(which included present Pinellas County) from the Internal
Improvement Fund of Florida, Safford and Disston selected
Tarpon Springs as the site of a town which was to become a
winter resort for well-to-do Northerners. An area of some
9,000 acres in this tract was assigned to the Lake Butler Valle
Company (one of Disston's holdings) of which Safford was Presi-
dent. In the wilderness at the head of Spring Bayou the
settlement was begun. At this time the Safford House was built
the first in the new community, and now at the center of the

energies were dedicated to the development of Florida's west
coast and to Tarpon Springs in particular.

Safford's importance is great in several areas of the
country, not only as Governor of the Territory of Arizona, but
as "father of the public school system of Arizona" and founder
of Tarpon Springs.

town of Tarpon Springs. At the end of his life, all of Safford
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
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89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.
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TR - . . : Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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