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P r iva t e organizat ion 

Q u a n n a p o w i t t P l a y e r s 

Publ ic 

O r i g i n a l owner s c h o o l D i s t r i c t #1 

RIPTION: 

1853 

C h r o n i c l e Source_ 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Arch i t ec t 

Ex te r io r w a l l f a b r i c c l a p b o a r d s  

Outbuildings — " 

Major a l t e r a t i o n s (w i th dates) a l t e r e d  

by Horace G. W a d l i n i n 1883: p o r c h 
e n t r a n c e s and i n t e r i o r p l a n changed, 
c e l l a r dug 

Moved yes Date 1883 

Approx. acreage 16 ,110 s q . f t . 

Se t t ing f a c e s s o u t h toward o l d 

r o a d 

(Staple a d d i t i o n a l sheets here) 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (describe important architectural features and 
evaluate in terms of other buildings within community) 

This mid-19th century b u i l d i n g ' s appearance dates l a r g e l y t o 1884, when i t 
was e x t e n s i v e l y remodeled: a second f l o o r was removed, and the side porches 
were added. I t i l l u s t r a t e s the type of sma l l , wooden schoolhouse so p r e v a l ­
ent i n Reading's past, but r a r e now, even those t h a t have been reused. 
Notable d e t a i l s i n c l u d e the d e l i c a t e d e n t i l course a t co r n i c e l e v e l , running 
below a m o d i l l i o n course on the eaves, and between paired brackets on the 
r a k i n g gables end. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (explain the role owners played i n local or state history 
and how the building relates to the development of the community) 

This b u i l d i n g was not the f i r s t school i n the area — a school b u i l t i n 1834 
on the corner of Summer Avenue and Walnut S t r e e t served the south school d i s ­
t r i c t u n t i l 1853. I t was moved t o the address now known as 167 Washington 
S t r e e t , t o make way f o r the c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h i s schoolhouse. Regarded as 
a model d i s t r i c t schoolhouse, i t cost $2,600-2,700 t o b u i l d , i n c l u d i n g the 
b e l l and grading. 

The d i s t r i c t school system was abolished i n 1864, and the school's name was 
changed from " H i l l End" t o "Walnut S t r e e t . " Reference t o an expense f o r a 
b e l l wheel i m p l i e s t h a t the school had a b e l l tower. 

Thomas J e f f e r s o n Mayall b u i l t a grand residence on Summer Avenue. He was 
in s t r u m e n t a l i n changing the name of the thoroughfare from " s t r e e t " t o "ave­
nue," and he favored the removal of the school from the t r i a n g l e of land 
bordered by Walnut S t r e e t , Hopkins S t r e e t , and Summer Avenue, because the 
removal of g r a v e l from around the school made the area u n s i g h t l y . Contro­
versy f o l l o w e d , and i t was not u n t i l 1883 t h a t the Chronicle r e p o r t e d t h a t the 
school had been moved t o a l o t on Hopkins S t r e e t . Horace G. Wadlin, the 
prominent l o c a l a r c h i t e c t , remodeled the i n t e r i o r a f t e r removing the second 
s t o r y , and added the side e n t r y porches. With a new s i t e and a new appear-
a.nce, a new name seemed i n order, so the school was renamed the "Chestnut 
H i l l School." I t served the community w e l l u n t i l 1944, when the small, r u r a l 
schoolhouse was being regarded as inadequate f o r the expanding f u n c t i o n s and 
equipment necessary f o r a good elementary education. 

^ I n 1952, the Quannapowitt Players bought the school f o r $3,900. I t i s used 
as a community t h e a t e r , but s t i l l r e t a i n s the e x t e r i o r appearance of a frame 
schoolhouse. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES . . ' . 

Bishop, Schoolhouse f o r Ninety-Six Years ' 
Chronicle, Aug. 4, 1949 
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCTldlSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

COTminity: Form No: 

Reaaing C-94 

Property Najne: 

Indicate each item on inventory foim which is being continued below. 

CRITERIA FOR EVALUATION 

This bui l d i n g i s s i g n i f i c a n t (1) fo r i t s long h i s t o r y as a public school; 
(2) f o r i t s updating by notable architect and school committee member 
Horace G. Wadlin; and (3) f o r i t s retention of 19th-century a r c h i t e c t u r a l 
d e t a i l s . I t retains i n t e g r i t y of general l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , 
materials, workmanship, and f e e l i n g , and meets Critera A, B, And C of the 
National Register. 

Staple t o Inventory form at bottom 



NPS Form 10-900-* 
(3-«2) 

OMB No. 1024-0018 
Exp. 10-31-84 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

Continuation sheet Item numt)er 
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Page ? 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name Reading Multiple Resource Area 
State Middlesex County, MASSACHUSETTS 

Nomination/Type of Review 

81. Sanborn, Rev. Peter, House 

Date/Signature 

82. Symonds, Thomas, House 

83. Temple, Joseph, House 

84. Temple, Mark, House 

85. Walnut Street School 

Entered In the 
Mational Eeglster 

Entered In tha 
National Begtetdj. 

Entered i n tt'f' 
Hatlonal Begtoter 

mtlonal Hegister 

Eatored In tha 
National Begister 

86. Wells, Charles, House ^j^^ered in the 
National Begtster 

87. Weston, Ephrain, House 

88. Weston, Jabez, House 

Entarc 
Natlona.I fio^leter 
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National Begister 

89. Wisteria Lodge Entered in 
National Eeglster 
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WASO Form - 177 
("R" Juna 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR ^"C^IOO 3^^*-/1 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE ^ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Walnut Street School (Reading MRA) 
Middlesex County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

im resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
d owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: CZl sample • request 

Working No. JUN / 4 J984 

Ent 

Fed. Reg. Date: j > ^ y X X ^  
Date Due: 7/^Af / - W/fAg^'  
Action: f^^CCEPT 7 ~ Z f - f A 

t h e RETURN 
, t e r REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

im appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes n n o 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

CD ruins 

unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CD summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
CD dates 
• boundary selection 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CD completeness 
CD clarity 
CD applicable criteria 
CD justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource " 
n context 
CD relationship of integrity to significance 
• justification of exception 
CD other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CD Maps 
CD Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed Date Phone: 

Comments for any Item may be continued on an attached sheet 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000290 


