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7. Historical data. Explainthe historical/architectural inportance of this area.

T-;e OiT.tral Street Diftrict ha av.-ciys bocr. the ,-r~-cl -ncrr.liglcv..: corecf

Anio-.:er, c.rchit-."cturBlly andvisually itsr.ort il:iprekE sive ncic'r*bcrhoc-z. Centrr'
"tre-t ;-piin iMrect of Andover until th- &"::0 T.ij-nni;:" (tociy o« ::.in Cr
V'E-b''jlIt in 181C, and continued toserve as a "icin route tothe center of tov.~
fro:-- the businesses of Ballardvaic. Tiie noij"-i;oriiCod elreecy e will-eszcMILchMi,
fj-.ci'.ionable area at the end of the 13th cent-ury v."hen Ti:nothy Dv.'ight ch.'.-erved, *

"T.-,ere'c a ccn”;icercble village in South Andover, near tiiO ce.tern ben!: or this
river (Shav.'s'neen) built chiefly on a single street, upwards of amle in length
and, r'unning from north t osouth. The houses aregenerally decent end I fev.' cf
the::: handso; T;e". (1)

Central Street rr.ariis tiie confluence of-the main roads t othe [.'ort;: Parish,
Boston, Sale:n, and Haverhill. The physical and psychological advantages of such
a locationvierei-ecognized quite early. 1 nl1709the first South Parish raeeting-
house vias built near the site of the present South Ch-urch. Substantial resi-
dential building soon follov-;edand | asted through tv.-o centuries.

Tiie houses of Central Street represent tiie best of virtually every architect-
sural style fashionable in Andover, ranging fron, First Period t oShi'icle Style.
The Georgi an mansion of Jonatinan Sv;ift at 23 Central Street (1795) represents
ti'.- hcor.e of a successful tctnner and prom nent land liolder. Dr. Nathc-;iiel Sv.'ift,
Jonatinan's nephew, also lived here, andthe building served as Andover's second
port office from 1820t o 1828. The cubical buildingis t\-;o storieshigh with
a i'iipped mnitor roof, classical eaves andvjindov; cor:iices, and acolur.sied
portico. Sanuel Abbot built a siinilar but even nore ostentatious Georgian- n?
style ho-ie (1792-93) at 47 Central Street. M. Abbot was a v;ealthy importer )
in Boston viiio retired t o Andover, v;here he becane a | eading me~iber of the South
Church and a founder of the Andover Theol ogical Semnar”'. Tine .khhot house
is broader in scale andbolder indetail, best noticed initsmssive corner
pilasters andit s pedimented portico. The charm ng Kneel and-Marland Cottage
(corner of Central and Chestnut Streets) v;aEbuilt in 1784 by a blac::s:-itii,
but i twas occupied by nercliant and iav/yer John Kneel and when Lafayette nade
his celebrated tour of the United States in 1325. Squire [I-"icoland v.-olcorned
Lafayette onbeiialf of the tovm andfrom the porch of this house, Lafay6?tte
made a f ewremarks t othe tox-mspeople. Duri:igthis century the [A-f-story
Ceorgian cottage v'a a tea room re-named "Rc”e Cottage".

The 19th century introduced ane:-traordinary diversity tothe Central
Street District. Three religious focal points viere added. Thefirst Baptist
Gnurch (corner cf Central and Essex Streets) vias built in 1834 in the Geek
Revival style by Andover's Jacob Chickering. Thebrick b'oildingis severely

8. Bibliography and/or references suchas local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.



(contl: Tued)

sup-Efront relieved only b° “oo"gS'uow-, vU"sui'chosia,
"*dotliers on "ated sto*
the earlv 20th cent'or-'".

Fari”n;'io:ler3 cr South Church vrarsliip today in tiieir t:.ird i.:ecti:ig-house,
built in the Romanesgue Revival style in 1861 - John Sbovenr of Bcston,
arcinitect. Unliice most structures in this style, Soutii Church vias built of
V'Ood. Tiie build:Ing is f-urther" distinguisiied by its buttresses, arceded r
corbel taisles, and the central tovjer with a unicrue domed steeple. , :

Tiie Episcopal Cirurch v;as establislied in Andover in 1S35. The present
stjT-ucture on Centr”~.l Street is a Hartwell and Ricliardson design of 1882 and
is one of tii.; finest e'canples of Richardsonian Romanesgue cliurciaes in the
region. The asymmetrical, polyclirom.emass is built of random ashlar with
sandsfcone trim.. The style's typical largeness and sisiplicity of ;-orri are
here evident in tiie gabled nave, lov; apse, sy‘uare corner tov.'er, and heavy
arched openings.

The inci-cased prosperity of the late ninetoentii century heightened the .-
de:’'2nd for iiigii-quality houses in this area. The Smith-Purdon House at
&b Central Street v-as built in 1874 by B. Frank Smith, v'hose father had , -,
fo-unded tine Smith & Dove Mills. The delicate ltalianate structure has a
flushboard fscade v:ith a central pavilion, elaborate v;all and v;indv: cornices,
and unusually attenuated proportions. It is compleriented by the original
carriage house. Ke::t door at 67 Central Street is the co-u:itry home of Jacob
Fanuwm Carlton, constructed ca. 1857 by local arciiitect/builder V/illiam
Stuart JeiiCins. Carlton, an Andover native, ov.iied and operated tiie United ,
States Hotel in Nev; Yorlc City. His house is a similar blend of sophistication
and vernacularism, v.dth its striking 5-bay facade of Gotiiic-arc'ned windov.-s.

A fevf staid lItalianate and Hansard style mansions vjere interspersed in the
fo-artii quarter of tine 19th cent'ury. RepresegiSiriese

Rev. C L. I-iills, b-uilt ca. 1872-84. The heavy designco:ntains cuoined e:-.c
pavilionsa:idel aborate corni cesunder theoriginal slatesof a hipped r;of.
By theturncf tiiis century, devel opnent v;as essentially co:-:-iplete, ending

v.'itii tiie v."ell-devel oped Shinglestyleof theBell:nap House (1890s) at
71 Central Street. Frombeginning toend - ciironolooically andtopographically
Central Street contains en e:vtraordinary diversity of buildings i nan |ianonicus
prsgressis:: of styles and forns.

(1) Tinotiny iDaigiit, Travels i n New England a"d New York. Vols. 1-4.
Sol oman, Barbara Miller, ed. (Cariridge I-A Harvard University Pre
Vol . 1, p. 235. .-

Central Street is significant for i tsconcentration of high style hones bui-t
over three centuries for Andover's leading famlies; i talso contains*tn-'" .
mj or churches vdiich areboth culturally and architecturally AAAAAJT AN Agl ™
Retaining integrity of design, materials, v*orkmanship, and setting.

Street neets Criteria A B, and C of the National Register.
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7. Historical data. Explainthe historical/architectural inportance of this area.

The Central Street District has always been t he social andreligious core of
Andover, architecturally andvisually itsnost inpressive neighborhood. Central
Street was the main street of Andover until the Essex Turnpike (today's Main Street?,
was built in 1810, andcontinued toserve as anmainroute tothe center of town
from the businesses of Ballardvale. 1he neighborhood was already a well-established,
fashionabl e area at the endof the 18th centiiry when Tinothy Dw ght observed,
"There's a considerable village in South Andover, near the eastern bank of this
river (Shawsheen) built chiefly onasinglestreet, upwards of amle inlength e« -
and running from north t osouth. The houses are generally decent and a f ew of
t hem handsone”. (1)

Caetral Street nmarks the confluence of the main roads t othe North Parish,
Boston, Sal em andHaverhill, The physical and psychol ogical advantages of such
a location were recognized quite early. 1 n1709the first South Parish neeting- -
house was huilt near the site of the present South Chiirch. Substantial resi-
dential building soon followed and | asted through two centuries.

I he houses of Central Street represent the best of virtually every architect-
ural style fashionable in Andover, ranging from First Period t oShingle Style.
The Georgi an nmansion of Jonathan Swift at 23 Central Street (1795) represents
the hone of a successful tanner and promnent |and holder. Dr. Nathaniel Swift,
Jona-fchan's nephew, also lived here, andthe building served as Andover's second ,
post office frora 1820t 01828. The cubical building i s twostories highwith ...
a hipped nonitor roof, classical eaves and w ndow cornices, and a col umed
portico. Sanuel Abbot huilt asimlar but even nore ostentatious Georgian-
style hone (1792-93) at 47 Central Street. M. Abbot was a wealthy inporter
in Boston who retired to Andover, where he becane a | eadi ng nenbber of the South
Church and a fourvder of the Andover Theol ogi cal Seminary. The Abbot house
is broader in scale andbolder indetail, best noticed initsnassive comer
pilasters andit spedimented portico. The charnirtg Kneel and- Marland Cottage
(corner of Central and Chestnut Streets) was biiilt in 1784 by a blacksmth,
but it was occupied by merchant and | awer John Kneel and when Lafayette nade
his celebrated tour of the United States in 1825. Squire Kneel and wel ccsned
Lafayette onbehalf of the town, andfrom the porch:" this house, Lafayette® *
nade a fewremarks t othe townspeople. During this century the. 3.%story ..
Ceorgi an cottage was a tea roam re-named "Rose Cottage". Lo

The 19th century introduced ane:;traordinary diversity tothe Central
+Street District. Three religious focal points were added. Thefirst Baptist
Church (corner of Central andEssex Streets) was built in 1834in the Geek
Revival style by Andover's Jacob Chickering, Thebrick building is severely .

8. Bi bl i ography and/ or references such as | ocal histories, deeds, assessor'sre

early maps, etc. ..e<ees'eer eee” o oo .
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CENTRAL STREET - . Page 2
7. Historical data, (continued) »

plain, with itstenple front relieved only by anincongruous, traditional
steeple. T. A Holt andothers operated stores in the church' s bas«nent
from 1834 through the early 20th century.

Parishioners of South Church worship today i ntheir third meeting-house,
built in the Romanesque Revival style in 1861 - John Stevens of Boston,
architect. Unlike most structures inthis style. South Church was built of ;
wood. Thebuildingis further distinguished by itsbuttresses, arcaded
corbel tables, andthe central tower with a unique domed steeple.

The Episcopal Church was established i n Andover in 1835,  The present
s4:xucture on Central Street is aHartwell andRichardson design of 1882 and
is oneof the finest exanples of Richardsoni an Romanesque churches in the
region. The asynanetrical, polychrome mass i s built of random ashlar with .
sandstone trim.  Thestyle's typical largeness andsimplicity of formar e
here evident in the gabled nave, low apse, square corner tower, andheavy
arched openings.

The increased prosperity of the [ate nineteenth century heightened the
demand for high-qualityhouses inthis area. The Snith-Purdon House at |,
65 Central Street was built in 1874 by B. Frank Smth, whose father- had
founded the Smith & Dove Mills. Thedelicateltalianate structure has a
flushboard facade with a central pavilion, elaborate wall andw ndow cornices,
and unusually attenuated proportions. |t is conplemented by the original
carriage house. Next door at 67 Central Street is the country hone of Jacob
Fanmum Carlton, constructed ca. 1857 by local architect/builder William
Stuart Jenkins. Carlton, an Andover native, owned andoperated the United
States Hotel in NewYork City. H's house is asimlar blend of sophistication
and vernacularism with its striking 5-bay facade of Gothic-arched w ndows.

Afew staid Italianate and Mansard style mansions were interspersed inthe
fourth quarter of the 19th century. Representative of these i s the hone of
Rev. C L. Mills, built ca. 1872-84. The heavy design contains quoined end
pavilions andel.aborate cornices under the original slates of a hipped roof.
By the turn of this century, development was essentiallyconplete, ending
with the well-devel oped Shingle style of the Bel knap House (1890s) at
71 Central Street. Frombeginning to end- chronologically andtopographically »
Central Street contains anextraordinary diversity of buildings i n an harnonious
progression of styles andforns.

(1) Tinmothy Dwight, Travels in NewEngland and New York, Vols. 1-4.
Sol oman, Barbara Miller, ed. (CamGbridge MX Harvard University Press, 1969);
Vol. 1, p. 286.

Central Street is significant for itsconcentration of high style heroes bliilt
over three centuries for Andover's leading families; i talso contains three ~
itajor churches which are both cultvirally andarchitectirrally inportant. -
Retaining integrity of design, materials, workmanship, andsetting. Central
Street meets Criteria A, B, andC of the National Register.
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The Qen-tral Street District contains only six intrusionsscattered alongits
half-mle length. Three of these are substantial houses |ess -than 50 years

old, inavariretyof styles (1South Lane, 44and 60 Central Street) .

St. Augustine's School (aplain, md-20th century brick structure), 15 Central
Street (abrick, pseudo-colonial office building), and 9 Central Street (a small,

plain late Victorianhouse) coitprise the renai nder of the non-contributing
structures. .-

Staple tolnveiitcry form at bott 5.,
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THE PARISH ,/ CHRIST CHURCH ANDOVER A~ MASSACHUSETTS

RECEIVED

MAR 2 31982

THE REV.JAMESA. DIAMOND
Rector

M > 9 1Q<Q"*"ASS. HIST. COMM.
March 22, 1982

Ms. Patricia L. Weslowski, Director
Massachusetts Historical Society
294 Washi ngton Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Dear Ms. Wesl owski :

This letter i stoconfirmthetelephone call you received
on Wednesday, March 10, indicating thevote of the Vestry of the
Parish of Christ Church for itssupport of this Parish being
included ontheNational Historic Register. W& hope that the
Parish will beincluded i nthat historic designation, and we
appreciate al | of your efforts i nthis matter.

Sincerely yours

James A D anond

JAD cw

25 Central Street »« Andover, Ma>-sachusdtts OISO « (617) 475-0529



