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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

T:-;e OiT.tral Street D i f t r i c t ha: alv.-ciys bocr. the ,-r~-cI -nc rr.liglcv..: core c f 
Anio-.:er, c.rchit-.^cturBlly and v i s u a l l y i t s r.ort i!:ipreE.sive ncic'r^bcrhoc-z. Centrr' 
" t r - : - t ;-;;iin i^trect of Andover u n t i l t h - Sc;"::: T;.i;-nni;:' (tociy •.• ::;.in C.r 
v.'£.-- b''jllt i n 181C, and continued to serve as a "icin route to the center of tov.~. 
fro:-- the businesses of Ballardvaic. Tiie noij"-i;oriiOod elreecy e wil l-eszc^^lLch^i, 
f j-.ci'.ionable area at the end of the 13th cent-ury v.'hen Ti:nothy Dv.'ight cb.'.-erved, * 
"T:-,ere'c a ccn^;icercble v i l l a g e i n South Andover, near tiiO ce.. tern ben!: or t h i s 
r i v e r (Shav.'s'neen) b u i l t c h i e f l y on a single s t r e e t , upwards of a mile i n length 
and, r'unning from north to south. The houses are generally decent end .r. fev.' cf 
the::: handso;T;e". (1) 

Central Street rr.ariis tiie confluence of - the main roads to the I.'ort:: Parish, 
Boston, Sale:n, and Ha v e r h i l l . The physical and psychological advantages of such 
a location v>'ere i-ecognized quite early. I n 1709 the f i r s t South Parish raeeting- . 
house v'as b u i l t near the s i t e of the present South Ch-urch. Substantial r e s i ­
d e n t i a l b u i l d i n g soon follov-;ed and lasted through tv.-o centuries. 

Tiie houses of Central Street represent tiie best of v i r t u a l l y every architect-
•ural s t y l e fashionable i n Andover, ranging fron; F i r s t Period to Shi'icle Style. 

• The Georgian mansion of Jonatinan Sv;ift at 23 Central Street (1795) represents ", , 
ti " . - hc:r.e of a successful tctnner and prominent land liolder. D.r. Nathc-;iiel Sv.'ift, 
Jonatinan's nephew, also l i v e d here, and the b u i l d i n g served as Andover's second 
port o f f i c e from 1820 to 1828. The cubical b u i l d i n g i s t\-;o stories high with 
a i'iipped monitor r o o f , c l a s s i c a l eaves and vjindov; cor:iices, and a colur.sied 
por t i c o . Samuel Abbot b u i l t a s i i n i l a r but even more ostentatious Georgian- ::,? 
sty l e ho.-ie (1792-93) at 47 Central Street. Mr. Abbot was a v;ealthy importer ,' \ 
i n Boston v;iio r e t i r e d to Andover, v;here he became a leading me~iber of the South 
Church and a founder of the Andover Theological Seminar^'. Tine .khhot house 

. i s broader i n scale and bolder i n d e t a i l , best noticed i n i t s massive corner 
p i l a s t e r s and i t s pedimented portico. The charming Kneeland-Marland Cottage 
(corner of Central and Chestnut Streets) v;a£ b u i l t i n 1784 by a blac::s:-itii, 
but i t was occupied by mercliant and iav/yer John Kneeland when Lafayette made 
his celebrated tour of the United States i n 1325. Squire I-^icoland v.-olcorned 
Lafayette on beiialf of the tovm, and from the porch of t h i s house, Lafay6?tte : ' 
made a few remarks to the tox-mspeople. Duri:ig t h i s century the l^-f-story 
Georgian cottage v.'as a tea room, re-named "Rc^e Cottage". 

The 19th century introduced an e:-traordinary d i v e r s i t y to the Central 
Street D i s t r i c t . Three r e l i g i o u s f o c a l points v;ere added. The f i r s t Baptist 
Cinurch (corner cf Central and Essex Streets) v;as b u i l t i n 1834 i n the Greek 
Revival s t y l e by Andover's Jacob Chickering. The br i c k b'oilding i s severely 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 



(contl:Tued) 

.;::pl-£ front relieved only b̂  
"'*":d otlie^s on^'^ated sto* 

the earlv 20th cent'or-'̂ . 

:"co:"SjS"uou-.', vU"sui'c^o:ia, 

Fari^^;'.io:ler3 c:.r South Church vrarsliip today i n t i i e i r t : . i r d i.:ecti:ig-house, 
b u i l t i n the Romanesque Revival s t y l e i n 1861 - John Sbovenr of Bcston, 
arcinitect . Unliice most s tructures i n t h i s s t y l e , Soutii Ch-urch v.'as b u i l t o f 
V'Ood. Tiie build:lng i s f-urther" dis t inguis i ied by i t s buttresses, arceded r 
corbel taisles, and the cen t ra l tovjer w i th a unicrue domed steeple. , : 

Tiie Episcopal Cirurch v;as establislied i n Andover i n 1S35. The present 
stjT-ucture on Centr^.l Street i s a Hartwel l and Ricliardson design of 1882 and 
i s one of t i i . ; f i n e s t e:'camples of Richardsonian Romanesque cliurciaes i n the 
region. The asymmetrical, polyclirom.e mass i s b u i l t of random ashlar wi th 
sands-fcone tr im. . The s t y l e ' s t y p i c a l largeness and s i s i p l i c i t y of ;-orr.i are 
here evident i n t i ie gabled nave, lov; apse, sq^uare corner tov.'er, and heavy 
arched openings. 

The inci-cased prosper i ty o f the l a t e ninetoentii century heightened the :•:-. 
de::'.2nd f o r i i i g i i - q u a l i t y houses i n t h i s area. The Smith-Purdon House at 
G5 Central Street v.-as b u i l t i n 1874 by B. Frank Smith, v.'hose fa ther had , -''•., 
fo-unded tine Smith & Dove M i l l s . The de l ica te I t a l i a n a t e s t ruc ture has a 
flushboard fscade v:i th a centra l p a v i l i o n , elaborate v;all and v;ind-^v: cornices, 
and unusually attenuated proport ions . I t i s compleriented by the o r i g i n a l 
carriage house. Ke::t door at 67 Central Street i s the co-u:itry home of Jacob 
Famuum Car l ton , constructed ca. 1857 by local a r c i i i t e c t / bu i l de r V/i l l iam 
Stuart Je:iiCins. Car l ton , an Andover na t ive , ov.iied and operated ti ie United , 
States Hotel i n Nev; Yorlc C i t y . His house i s a s i m i l a r blend of sophis t ica t ion 
and vernacularism, v.dth i t s s t r ik ing 5-bay facade of Gotiiic-arc'ned windov.-s. 

A fev.f s t a i d I t a l i a n a t e and Hansard s t y l e mansions vjere interspersed i n the 

of tries e fo-artii quarter of tine 19th cent'ury. Represents 
Rev. C. L. I-iills, b-uilt ca. 1872-84. The heavy design co:ntains cuoined e:-.c 
pavilions a:id elaborate cornices under the original slates of a hipped r;of. 
By the turn cf tiiis century, development v;as essentially co:-:-iplete, ending 
v.'itii tiie v.'ell-developed Shingle style of the Bell:nap House (1890s) at • i • 
71 Central S'treet. From beginning to end - ciironolooically and topographically 
Central Street contains en e:vtraordinary diversity of buildings in an liamonicus 
prsgressis:: of styles and forms. 

(1) Timotiny iDwigiit, Travels i n New England a:"d New York. Vols. 1-4. 
Soloman, Barbara Miller, ed. (Cariridge I-A: Harvard University Pre 
Vol. 1, p. 235. .-

Central Street i s significant for i t s concentration of high style homes bui-t 
over three centuries for Andover's leading families; i t also contains^tn-'^ • 
m j o r churches vdiich are both culturally and architecturally ^^^^^J'^";.^al "' 
Retaining i n t e g r i t y of design, materials, v^orkmanship, and setting. 
Street meets Criteria A, B, and C of the National Register. 

"5 . 
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. ' 

The Central Street D i s t r i c t has always been the social and religious core of 
Andover, architecturally and visually i t s most impressive neighborhood. Central 
Street was the main street of Andover u n t i l the Essex Turnpike (today's Main Street?, 
was b u i l t i n 1810, and continued to serve as a main route to the center of town 
from the businesses of Ballardvale. Ihe neighborhood was already a well-established, 
fashionable area at the end of the 18th centiiry when Timothy Dwight observed, 
"There's a considerable village i n South Andover, near the eastern bank of this 
river (Shawsheen) b u i l t chiefly on a single street, upwards of a mile i n length • -
and running from north to south. The houses are generally decent and a few of 
them handsome". (1) 

Caetral Street marks the confluence of the main roads to the North Parish, 
Boston, Salem, and Haverhill, The physical and psychological advantages of such 
a location were recognized quite early. In 1709 the f i r s t South Parish meeting- -
house was b u i l t near the site of the present South Chiirch. Substantial resi­
dential building soon followed and lasted through two centuries. 

Ihe houses of Central Street represent the best of v i r t u a l l y every architect­
ural style fashionable i n Andover, ranging from First Period to Shingle Style. 
The Georgian mansion of Jonathan Swift at 23 Central Street (1795) represents 
the home of a successful tanner and prominent land holder. Dr. Nathaniel Swift, : 
Jona-fchan's nephew, also lived here, and the building served as Andover's second , 
post office frora 1820 to 1828. The cubical building is two stories high with .,,. 
a hipped monitor roof, classical eaves and window cornices, and a columned 
portico. Samuel Abbot b u i l t a similar but even more ostentatious Georgian-
style home (1792-93) at 47 Central Street. Mr. Abbot was a wealthy importer 
in Boston who retired to Andover, where he became a leading member of the South 
Church and a fourvder of the Andover Theological Seminary. The Abbot house 
is broader i n scale and bolder i n d e t a i l , best noticed i n i t s massive comer 
pilasters and i t s pedimented portico. The charmirtg Kneeland-Marland Cottage 
(corner of Central and Chestnut Streets) was b i i i l t i n 1784 by a blacksmith, 
but i t was occupied by merchant and lawyer John Kneeland when Lafayette made 
his celebrated tour of the United States i n 1825. Squire Kneeland welccsned 
Lafayette on behalf of the town, and from the porch:'Of this house, Lafayette^ * 
made a few remarks to the townspeople. During this century the. 3.%-story ..... ' . ' 
Georgian cottage was a tea roam, re-named "Rose Cottage". . • *~-

The 19th century introduced an e:;traordinary diversity to the Central 
•Street D i s t r i c t . Three religious focal points were added. The f i r s t Baptist 
Church (corner of Central and Essex Streets) was b u i l t i n 1834 i n the Greek 
Revival style by Andover's Jacob Chickering, The brick building is severely • 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, ' 
early maps, etc. ..•<•••'•.•; .•-••","•.:.•••: • 
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CENTRAL STREET - . Page 2 

7. H i s t o r i c a l data, (continued) „ . 

p l a i n , with i t s temple f r o n t relieved only by an incongruous, t r a d i t i o n a l 
steeple. T. A. Holt and others operated stores i n the church's bas«nent 
from 1834 through the early 20th century. 

Parishioners of South Church worship today i n t h e i r t h i r d meeting-house, 
b u i l t i n the Romanesque Revival s t y l e i n 1861 - John Stevens of Boston, 
arch i t e c t . Unlike most structures i n t h i s s t y l e . South Church was b u i l t of ; ' 
wood. The building i s f u r t h e r distinguished by i t s buttresses, arcaded , 
corbel tables, and the central tower with a unique domed steeple. ' 

'•1 

The Episcopal Church was established i n Andover i n 1835. The present 
s4:xucture on Central Street i s a Hartwell and Richardson design of 1882 and 
i s one of the f i n e s t examples of Richardsonian Romanesque churches i n the 
region. The asynanetrical, polychrome mass i s b u i l t of random ashlar w i t h •' 
sandstone t r i m . The style's t y p i c a l largeness and s i m p l i c i t y of form are 
here evident i n the gabled nave, low apse, square corner tower, and heavy 
arched openings. 

The increased prosperity of the l a t e nineteenth century heightened the 
demand f o r high-quality houses i n t h i s area. The Smith-Purdon House at , 
65 Central Street was b u i l t i n 1874 by B. Frank Smith, whose father- had 
founded the Smith & Dove M i l l s . The delicate I t a l i a n a t e structure has a 
flushboard facade with a central p a v i l i o n , elaborate wall and window cornices, 
and unusually attenuated proportions. I t i s complemented by the o r i g i n a l 
carriage house. Next door at 67 Central Street i s the country home of Jacob 
Famum Carlton, constructed ca. 1857 by lo c a l architect/builder William 
Stuart Jenkins. Carlton, an Andover native, owned and operated the United 
States Hotel i n New York City. His house i s a similar blend of sophistication 
and vernacularism, with i t s s t r i k i n g 5-bay facade of Gothic-arched windows. 

A few s t a i d I t a l i a n a t e and Mansard s t y l e mansions were interspersed i n the , 
fo u r t h quarter of the 19th century. Representative of these i s the home of 
Rev. C. L. M i l l s , b u i l t ca. 1872-84. The heavy design contains quoined end 
pavilions and el.aborate cornices under the o r i g i n a l slates of a hipped roof. 
By the turn of t h i s century, development was essentially complete, ending 
with the well-developed Shingle s t y l e o f the Belknap House (1890s) at 
71 Central Street. From beginning to end - chronologically and topographically ^ 
Central Street contains an extraordinary d i v e r s i t y of buildings i n an harmonious 
progression of styles and forms. 

••• 

(1) Timothy Dwight, Travels i n New England and New York, Vols. 1-4. 
Soloman, Barbara M i l l e r , ed. (CamGbridge MA: Harvard University Press, 1969); 
Vol. 1, p. 286. 

Central Street i s s i g n i f i c a n t f o r i t s concentration of high s t y l e heroes b \ i i l t 
over three centuries f o r Andover's leading families; i t also contains three ^ 
itajor churches which are both c u l t v i r a l l y and a r c h i t e c t i r r a l l y inportant. - j 
Retaining i n t e g r i t y of design, materials, workmanship, and s e t t i n g . Central 
Street meets C r i t e r i a A, B, and C of the National Register. 
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The Oen-tral Street District contains only six intrusions scattered along i t s 
half-mile length. Three of these are substantial houses less -than 50 years 
old, in a variety of styles (1 South Lane, 44 and 60 Central Street) . 
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THE PARISH „/ CHRIST CHURCH 

THE REV. JAMES A. DIAMOND 
Rector 

•^J'J\-

ANDOVER ^ MASSACHUSETTS 

RECEiVED 
MAR 2 3 1982 

M >, 99 1Q«9 ^ A S S . ,HIST. COMM. 
March 22, 1982 

Ms. P a t r i c i a L. Weslowski, Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Society 
294 Washington Street 
Boston, Massachusetts 02108 

Dear Ms. Weslowski: 

This l e t t e r i s to confirm the telephone c a l l you received 
on Wednesday, March 10, indicating the vote of the Vestry of the 
Parish of Christ Church for i t s support of t h i s Parish being 
included on the National Historic Register. We hope that the 
Parish w i l l be included i n that h i s t o r i c designation, and we 
appreciate a l l of your e f f o r t s i n t h i s matter. 

Sincerely yours 

James A. Diamond 

JAD:cw 

25 Central Street • Andover, Ma>-sachusetts OlSlO • (617) 475-0529 


