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Fargo's Furniture Store (172-176 West Wisconsin Avenue)
Intensive Survey Form - Continuation Sheet (1)

Architectural Statement:

Description: Located at the west end of Kaukauna's northside business district,
Fargo's Furniture Store is an excellent example of 20th Century Classical Revival
architecture. This two~story brick building is characterized by its regular placement
of fenestration and classical details. Corinthian pilasters divide the lower level of
the front facade into a five-part composition with two entranceways located between
three storefronts. Above the transoms of the storefronts and entranceways is a full
entablature with dentils. A similar entablature is located beneath the balastrade
which crowns the building. The second floor double hung windows with 6 over 6 sash
are placed to compliment the lower level (paired windows above the storefronts; single
window above the entranceways). A ventilation chimney projects from the flat roof.

The interior plan of the building consists of two large showrooms with a small office
and storage area toward the back. Once functioning as a funeral parlor, the second
floor is now used for storage.

Significance: The Fargo Furniture Store is the best and most intact example of 20th
Century Classical Revival commercial architecture in Kaukauna. Aside from the "Fargo's"
sign and the small metal canopies between the transom lights and storefronts, the
building appears today almost as it did in 1928. (A)  1ts front facade retains its
features including its storefront, decorative pilaster, 6 over 6 windows, cornice with
dentils and balastrade crowning the top of the building. It is the best, and most

intact, example of commercial architecture in Kaukauna's north side business district.

Historical Statement:

R " L The completion of the 1928 building at 172 West Wisconsin
Avenuc was hailed as Mthe opening of Kaukauna's largest store, home of Fargo's
Furniture and Undertaker Business".(D This representative Kaukauna commercial venture
began before the City was incorporated in 1885, growing through several frame buildings
and an 1890 brick building which forms an interior portion of the grandiose 1928 store.(C)

The Fargo family furniture and undertaking business has enhanced the community since
1881, when Georﬁe Fargo (1845-1911) opened a small frame store on West Wisconsin Avenue
with his wife.( He purchased the property a few years later and establxshed an
additional store on the south side.(E) 1In 1890 Fargo was engaged in "an undertaking
business, repairing, picture framing, large stock of wall paper, and furniture".(C)

Albert (Bert) W. Fargo became a partner with his father and took over the business after
his father's death in 1911 and his mother's death in 1913. With the growth of the
communlty, the business grew and Bert Fargo created the new building in 1928.(E)  Bert
Fargo was '"numbered among those who by their personal activities are contr1but1ng to

the general prosperity of the community”. He served as Mayor of Kaukauna in 1932-1936. (E)
The family lived next to or over the store until 1910.(B) Today the undertaklng services,
first listed in 1897, are conducted at 400 West Wisconsin Avenue.
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