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northwest room.
——annexed his office to the homestead in 1895.
story balustraded building located on the south side of the house
which now serves as the office of the Antiquarian and Landmarks
The rooms of the interior retain their wainscoting and
paneling as well as furniture and other souvenirs of the descendents
of the first Dr. Butler.

Society.

under the main house.
(c. 1740), wnich ias formerly a blacksmith's shop, and which was
converted into a kitchen when the main house was built.

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Butler-licCook House was built in 1782 and was a typical house

of the period with central hallway plan and two chirnigs. It was
two stories tall, had a cistern under the kitchen and a paved cellar
added to it in the rear was an older ell

Later nineteenth century additions include additional chimneys,
dorrer windows, & second story gable in the center of the facade,
and a porch over the front door,
Dr. Daniel Sutler, is believed to have kept his office in the

another member of the family, Lr. John Butler licCook;,.
This is a single

The builder of the house,

-85

The gardens of the Butler-iicCook house were designed by the Swiss
landscape gardener Jacob lJeideman who also landscaped Bushnell and
Retreat Park as well &s many other homes in Connecticut. Among
the memorabilia of the family is a water color wash drawing of
the garden plan by Weidepan.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The house is significant as the home of & locally distinguished
family for almost two centuries and because it is one of the few
old houses remaining in the city of Hartford, and because of
its gardens designed in the nineteenth century by the distinguished
landscape architect Jacob ieidepan.
n
The main part of the house was builcd by Dr. Daniel Butler,
son of loses Butler, who in turn was descended from
Hichard Butler, early Hartford settler. loses Butler
conducted Butler's Tavern located where the Central
Baptist Church is now. His son, Daniel was born in
the tavern. iihen he married he married Sarah (Sheldon)
Ledyard of another celebrated Connecticut family. after
expanding the homestead by adding to the blacksmith shop
of Will Hooker, he maintained his offices in one of-
the font: rooms of the house. Dr. Butler's son John
Butler maintained a paper mill in nearby Burnside and
his daughter Dliza cheldon Butler married in 1866 Dr.
John James FcCook, who taught modern languages at
Trinity College for forty years and served as rector
of St. John's Church in Last Hartford for sixty years.
He was iildely known for his studies and researches
in the fields of sociology and criminology and
HeCook Hospital in Hartford is named for him.

Although DJr, ilcCook, professor and rector was a native
of Chio, all his children were born in the homestead.
His son, the lateDr., John Butler ilcCook, rendered dis-
tinguished medical and surgical service in Hartford, besides
serving in the Spanish American War and World liar I.
In 1895 Dr, John butler }cCook's office, an entirely _
separate one-story unit, with its own individual enypgnﬁe
was added to the south side of the homestead. Thls\ix
the annex, cited earlier, which is the office of t

Z

Antiquarian and Landmarks Society by arrangement sithz.5 vl
liiss Frances licCook and her brother inson. S I on i g?\ ;
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"Butler-licCook Homestead" in the Commecticut Antiguarian, Bulletin

"The Lanse on lain Street" in the Courant Ma

of the antiquarian & Landmarks Society, Inc. (December, 1968)

Franceg McCook, Unpublished paper on the Butler-¥eCook Homestead,
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Constance Luyster, Administrative Trainee

ORGANIZATION

Connecticut Historical Commission
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service.

level of significance of this nomination is:

[} Sta
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National
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Title GonneeticutHistorieal Gommissie

Date

September 15, 1970

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Histori¢’ Preservation
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The Butler-licCook Homestead
Statement of Significance:

The i.cCooks plan to becueath in perpetuity to the

sntiquarian and Landmarks Society the homestead, its
entire contents unchanged and the garden for the bene-

fit of the citizens of the city and state for which

they have affection....As #Anson licCook, with Miss
rances has expressed it:

"My sister and I like to think of the house and
land, linked together as they have been for centuries,
as a future nistorical park, a permanent landmark of
the old Hartford, a Hartford that is fast disappearing.
The homestead would be open to the.public. It would
show graphically how successive generations of an old
Hartford family had actually lived for almost two centuries
in the same dode, at the same hearth and under the
same roof, After rambling through the house, visitors
could include the garden in their tour."

lThe information on the ¥e¢Cook family was condensed from
The Courant Magazine, a Sunday publication of the Hartford
Courant (July 29, 1962). Anson McCook is now dead, bit

Kiss Frances }McCook, now ninety years old, still lives.
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Plan for the Butler-’cCoox Homestead Garden
reproduced in The Cornecticut snticuarian,
Bulletin of the :inticuarian & Landrmarks Society
Inc. of Connecticut (December, 1968).

Plan for Butler-McCook Homestead garden by Jacob Weidenman in 1865.
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