FORM B - BUILDIN

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo aumber

Roll #28

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

clin

In Area no. Form no.
130-GBD
29
1 Town V/orcester
Main treet
Addr 365 Mai Stree
\AA Bank Block and V/orcester Count;

5.

1N 2"=e"60/V 6827v50
' |

(over)

30M-5-77

Name Institution for Savings

Present ux2 bank

Worcester County-
Present owner Institution for Savings

Description:

Otg 1651, 1906, 1969

see reverse side #9

SOUEslianate (altered) and
Style Classical Revival
unknown (1o0”l)
Architect V/inslow ¢ Bigelow of Boston
(TW6)

Exterior wall fabric g-panit.fi, anp.p.n
Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features Doric entry, varied
Greek decorative details, carved
granite posts, bracketed cornice

stucco added and

Altered buildings Daee 1909
joined
Moved no Date
_ Assessors' Book.2, p,26
Lotsize: LMS 21 - 23 Total area

10.012 sq.f%Ver one acre

One acreor less 2r

Approximate frontage 75' ~ Main Street

Approximate distance of building from street
10
s. Ceccacci

Recorded by Pfeiffer

Organization ""'orc* Heritage Pres. Soc,
1977

Date iJovember



KA

7. Original owner (if known) V”~o”cester County Institution for Savings
Original use commercial (bank)
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates MWWA oMM (20th century)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education .Religion
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce X. industry Z72ZZ  Social/
Communication N Military humanitarian
Community development y" Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

The Worcester County Institution for Savings building, extending along
Poster Street from Main Street toliorv/iich Street, contains twobuildings
whi ch were connected in 1969when an alleg running from i”oster Street was
built over. The earliest section of the buildingis itsrear part which
was built in 185l as a joint venture betvteen the V/iorcester Bank (the
parent organization of the Institution for Savings) andthe Boston and
Viorcester Railroad onpany®. This three-storey structure, called the Bank
Block, was illustrated in The Cottage Builder"s Manual (1656, p.170) by
Zephani ah Baker as a "fine specimen of itskind". I nitsoriginal form
the block hadrecessed, curved corners, broken scroll pediments overthe
second storey wi ndows, bracketed flat hoods over the third storey wndovfs,
a deep cornice with carved brackets, and trabeated granite store fronts.
In the late nineteenth century the granite posts of the store fronts were *
carved with foliate decoration. OF the foregoing details only thestore
fronts andbrackets remain; other ornament was renoved in 1969 vfhen t he
exterior was stuccoed and incised t oresenble the masonry of the front
section, (Anadditional detail survives in aprojectingbayw ndow
added on the Norwich Street side of the buildingin the early twentieth
lc):e_nltg_ry). | n1852the bank purchased the railroad' sinterest in the
uilding.

In 1906the Institution for Savings was noved t oa newly conpleted
building (365 Main Street) andthe original Bank Bl ock was sold to the
Worcester County Electric Light Conpany, The Main Street building i s

(cont.)

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

Engi neering Record,vol, 52, Sept. 9, 1905 p.52; vol. 52, Oct. Il}., 1905,
p,51 [building notices - i”orcross Bros,, builders)

Gazette, March 27, 1953, p.| (article on sale andhistory of Bank Bl ock) .

Sunday "Tel egram My 6, 1928, Section E (centennial history)

Baker, A, Cottage Builder's Manual, p, 170 (illustration)

Witt, C History of Worcester, vol. I, p.1015.

Tymeson, VJorcester Jankbooks (1966) pp, 39, 69, 73

Vlorcester's Colunmbian Tribute", pp, 175-177 (photo)

The V/orcester County Institution for Savings; 1826-1928 (centennial history)



I NVENTARY  FORM GONTI NUATI ON SHEET Coranunity: Fom No:

130-CBD

MSSAGHISETTS H STAR CAL M SS ON V/orcester
. 29
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Name Bank Block and

, . . _ ~ Institution for Savings
Indicate each item oninventory formvihich i s being continued bel ow.

9.

approximately three stories high, containing an open bank-hall at its
center; the buildingis faced with dressed granite. The facade i ssymet-
rical with monumental Doric columms at itscenter; extending aroundthe
building's north andv/est elevations arean entablature with triglyﬁhs,
cornice andBarapet. Rem ni scent of Geek Revival architecture, the
Main Street buildingis unaltered except for sone nodern sash and a nodern
entry. To provide additional office space, thelnstitution for Savings
re-purchased t heBank Bl ock i n1953.

The V/iorcester County Institution for Savings, chartered in 1828, was
the city's first savings bank. For nost of t hetime between 1828 and
1903, thelnstitution for Savings hadt hesane president and treasurer
as the V/iorcester Bank, a commercial bank of which i twas an off-shoot
andwi th which i t shared office space. The Institution for Savings'
first president was Daniel V/aldo; other promnent local citizens t ohold
tShF' pgsitilolnlvvere Al exander Bullock, Stephen Salisbury |1, and Stephen
alisbury .

Staple tolnventory form at bott g
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304
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WORCESTER COUNTY INSTITUTION FOR SAVINGS

Oct ober 11, 1979

M. Charles A Herrington RE 663
Acting Keeper of theNational Register
United States Departnent of the Interior
Heritage Conservation & Recreation Service
Pensi on Bui |l ding
440 G Street, NV. SUBIECT  Wrcester Qounty Institution
Washi ngton, DC 20243 for Savings
365 Main Street

_ Wr cester, Mass. 4 608

Dear M. Herrington; RE Wor cester Miltiple Resource Area

W have received communication from you dated
Septenber 27th advising that our property at t he above
address has been nom nated for listing i ntheNational
Register of Historic Places.

The Trustees of this organizationrequest that this
not be done realizing that there are some advantagesto
having this listing andi ti salso recognized that there
are sone disadvantages.

It 1 simpossible for us toforecast thefuture asto
whether this building will continue tobe useful. Qur Trustees
have determned that they do not have theright totie the
hands of future managenent and Trustees by reducing their
options as totheuse of this property. Therefore, they have
asked ne as their executive t o communicate with you. Wuld
ou please Indicate as soon as possible that our request
as received a favorable action.

Yours very truly.

y
BARTOWKELLY )>X*
President yYYA

B w

365 Main Street « Worcester, Massachusetts 01608 ¢ 791-2272

Member FDIC « Deposit Insurance Fund of Massachusetts
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-729 59

M. Linnbod M Ersfclne, Jr.
Fletcher, Tilton &Wipple, P.C
Counsel ors at Lav

The Quaranty Buil ding

370 Main Street - Room 1250
\Wr cest er, Kasaachasetts 01608

Dear M. Erskine:

Thank you for your | etter concerning thsproposed |listing of the
Worcester Hal tl ple Resource Area, Wrcester County, Massachusetts,
the Nati onal Register of H storic Places. - Yy X7-X"N XA

The Gationai Register will consider your conoents during thereriev

process andwill| provide' a copy of your letter totha Massachusetts

State Historic Preservation Officer, Ms. Patricia L. sl owski,

Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion, 294 Véshi ngton
Street, Boston, Massachusetts, 02108. Although National Register reg-
ulations require that a property ainmer be given anopportunity t o cooEnest.,
on a proposed nonination, anowler's pem ssion i snot required for listing.

Listing i nthe Sational Register i s Federal recognition that a property
possesses cultural value andi i worthy of preservation. Qnce listedi n

the National Register, aproperty receives United protection through
conment hy t he Advisory Council on HistoricPreservation ontheeffect of
federally assisted projects onhistoric properties. Provisions of the Tax
Sefora Act of 1976 provide incentives for therehabilitation of certain
structures listed i ntheBatlonal Register anddisincentivesfor their
deaolition. Listing has no other effect on theproperty. 1|t does not
affect therange of actions an owier cantake aslong as a Federal action
I's not invol ved.

If theWrcester Multiple Resource Area i s accepted for listing i n the
National Register, notice will be placed i nthe''Federal Register.** | f
addi tional information i s needed toconplete theevaluation, orifit is
determned that theproperty does not neet the National Register criteria
for evaluation, thenomnationwill bereturned totheState.

V& appreciate your partlclpatlcmi nthe National Register conenting
procesa.

Sincerely,
Carol D Etull TSy5.1"

> Charles A Herrington
Acting Keeper of the National Register

n



| dentical letters sent toz
cc: Candace Jenkins, NR Coordinator for Mass. Historical Gomm ssion
J. M Amt» Clerk, PilgrimCongregational Church, Mass.
John M Carlson, Administrative Assistant Menorial Hospital Mass.
J. L. CGoff, President, The Mart, A divisionof United Factory Qutlet, Mss.
Sherburne B. Rockwell, Jr., RC Taylor/Associates, Mass.
Bartown Kel |y, President Wrcester County Institution for Savings, Mss

Chris Kelly, Wrcester Miltiple Resource Area

cc: Massachusetts SHQ Ms. Patricia L. Wsl owski

bcc: Director's Reading File
RHR  Sllightnerrmd 343- 6401 10/ 25/ 79
/BAS C FILE RETANED IN R



