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Fort Verde was established at its present location in the Spring
of 1871. It was laid out in a typical quadrangle surrounding a
parade ground--officers’ row on one side and enlisted men's
quarters on the opposite. In this instance, the corrals were
behind the enlisted quarters.

Today, all of the buildings along the southwest side of the
quadrangle have either been destroyed or altered beyond recog-
nition. But four buildings along the south and east sides have
survived from the early 1870's, when they were built. Three are
officers' quarters and one is the "office" shown on the map
(see diagram on continuation sheet.)

A. This is a private residence today. Originally, the build-
ing was identical to building "B" described below.

B. The north building is a one story structure built in an "L"
shape with a porch along the west or parade ground side of the
house. It is built of adobe, stuccoed on the outside and
plastered inside. It has a wood-shingled gable roof and pine

plank floors.

C. This building is identified in photographs as the commanding
officer's home. It is a two-story building with gambrel
shingled roof and dormers. It is a house with vertical batten
siding. It also has a porch along the street side and a rear
wing which makes the plan that of an inverted "L". This build-
ing is now furnished with period decor and is open to the publici

D. On the south side of the parade ground, at the east side, is
the office. This is a one story building of adobe with a wooden
porch running the length of its north side. It, too, has pine
plank floors. The office now serves as a museum.

In designating the extent of this site as a district, the fol-
lowing, tentative boundaries are listed:
The parade ground of the Fort is bordered by three named
streets and one unnamed, designated street, to the south:
Hance Street (morth)
Coppinger Street (east)
Woods Street (west)
Furthermore, it is stated that the boundaries of the nomi-
nated district be considered as extending 300 feet from the
center line of the designated roadways, outward; in order to
include the extant structures, foundations, etc.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Fort Verde is the best preserved and least altered of any
military post associated with General Crook's 1872-73 campaign
against thé northern Apaches. Furthermore, it played a key
role in that campaign.

Apache raiders kept Arizona in turmoil during the 1860's and
'70's, retarding settlement and development by whites. Lt.
Col. George Crook was given command of Arizona troops_ and told
to end Apache depredations. He was within hours of launching
a campaign in the Fall of 1871 when notified to abort opera-
tions so as not to interfere with the Vincent Colyer group
which was to make peace with and establish reservations for
the Apaches. The Wickenburg massacre occurred on the heels of
the Colyer v131t¢4gnabling Crook to reschedule the camgajﬁn
Then General O, O. Howard arrived to enter into a ''treaty
with Cochise and the southern Apaches. However, Howard agreed
to a campalgn against hostile Mohave and Tonto Apaches in the

Crook began his campaign in mid-November, 1872, using five
columns of cavalry, each guided by Apache scouts and trailed
by top-notch pack trains. Camp Verde, Fort McDowell, and
Camp Grant were the main posts involved in the operation. Be-
cause of its location closest to the heart of the renegade
country, Camp Verde was the 'playmaker" and
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Fort Verde:

An Era of Men and Courage, NicholasJ. Eason

Fort Verde Museum Society, 1966

Frontier Military Outposts of Arizona, Ray Brandes; Dale

S. King, publisher, Globe, 1960 pp 70-73

Conquest of Apacheria, Dan Thrapp;

University of Oklahoma Press, 1967
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Arizona State ‘Parks Board
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Phoenix
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Arizona
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been

forth by the National Park Service.
level of significance of this nomination is:

National (] State M Local (7]
.

Name

Dennis McCarthy

titte  Director, Arizona St

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
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Parks Board
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National Register.
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;//UAM 7L / /) A A /&/A

ocr 7

Date

Chtef Office of Archeology and Historic Preserzatton 3
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7. Description (continued.)

The district limitations described herein correspond rough-
| ly to the county zoning considered by Wavapai County for

} the unincoporated village of Camp Verde. In the zoning,

the area of the Fort is zoned for "Future Public Use" and
takes in the parade ground, the extant military quarters,
and a series of non-historic strucutres.on the west. Where
non historic, non-military buildings exist within the pro-
posed district, only the site is considered as included
within the historie district; not the later buildings.

A more detailed description of each of the four extant f't.
Verde buildings follows on additional continuation sheets.
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7. Description (continued)

Below is given an 1877 sketch of the Fort Verde layout.
The large letters are added to indicate the extant
buildings.

North is towards the top of the page.

Plen, Camp Verde, August 1877,
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8. Significance (continued)

between all of them.

Following a hard six months campaign, during which scores of
Apache rancherias were attacked with little or no advanced
warning, resulting in the death or capture of hundreds of
Apaches, the Tontos and Mohave-Apaches began surrendering

at the forts. The back of the Apache resistance was broken
when Cha-lipun, representing about 2000 Mohave- Apaches

surrendered to Crook on April 6th, 1873, reportedly on the
steps of the commanding officer's house at Ft. Verde.

main supply post, although Crook and his troops ranged

Individual outbreaks and the 1882-86 southern Apache campaign
kept the army busy in Arizona for years to come. But, rela-
tive peace was established in the north. Camp Verde was
renamed Fort Verde in 1879 and was qundoned in 1890.
Pr1nc1pa11y, the parade ground, the office) the commanding
officer's quarters, and the two officers' quarters are
seeking nomination to the National Register.

The original location of Camp Linceln was approximately one
mile north of the present town. Camp Lincoln was renamed
Camp Verde in 1868. 1In 1871, Camp Verde was relocated to
its present site, and, on April 5, 1879, the name changed
once again to Fort Verde.
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