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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Concise Details

Hull - 

Boiler - 

Engine -

Propeller -

Speed - 

Auxilaries -

Carvel built in Charleston Massachusetts in 1892 with 
straight stem and fan-tail stern, length 62 feet, beam 
12 feet, draught 4% feet, weight 14 short tons.

Coal-fired vertical firetube design, 5 feet 10 inches 
high, 4 feet 4 inches diameter, working pressure 125 
p.s.i.

Open Crank, compound expansion, made by Fore River 
Engine Company in 1892, bores 6 inch and 12 inch, 
stroke 10 inches.

Four blades, square tipped 4 feet diameter, about 2 
feet pitch.

8 Knots at 100 r.p.m.

Include boiler feed pump, condenser pump, feed-water 
heater and Pyle "National" 32-volt turbine driven 
electric mystery.

The steam yacht "Kestrel was built in Charleston, Massachusetts, but 
who built it and for who it was built remains a mystery.

The wooden hull, which is 62 feet long, 12 foot beam, and 4% foot 
draught has a shapely fan-tail stern. Weight is 14 short tons and 
official number is 161027.

The original boiler built for the "Kestrel" in 1892 was replaced in 
1926 by Robert Pinkerton of Green Island, New York for John Hamilton 
Fulton of New York City. In 1967 the Coast Guard insisted that the 
1926 boiler be replaced and the Erie City Iron Works contracted to 
build the new boiler. This was to be exactly like the old Pinkerton 
boiler except the new one was to be all welded instead of riveted and 
the Coast Guard did allow the water glass to be moved to the starboard 
side rather than directly aft where it was always in the way of the 
engineer. While the cabin roof was off for the boiler exchange the 
engine was lifted out, completely overhauled and replaced. This 
entire job ran into a figure of about $7,000.

The fire and engine room are next proceeding aft. Port and starboard 
coal bunkers which hold a total of 1% to 2 tons of hard coal are 
filled through deck plates. As mentioned the boiler was installed 
new in 1967. The coal burning boiler, which is designed to operate 
at 125 p.s.i. is a conventional vertical fire-tube boiler with a 
water leg. It is 52 inches in diameter and has a h inch welded
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DESCRIPTION (continued)

steel shell containing 300 1 1/8 inch outside diameter tubes. Height 
is a 5 feet 10 inches, insulation being by asbestos plaster. The hard 
coal makes no smoke when the yacht is running. This boat seems to 
run best with about 70 to 80 p.s.i. pressure at 100 r.p.m. and doing 
about 8 knots.

The beautiful teak lagged compound steam engine, which stands nearly 
5 feet tall, just aft of the boiler was designed and built by the Fore 
River Engine Company in Weymouth, Massachusetts in 1892. The brass 
engine name plate is all but obscured by years of polishing. The 
cylinders are 6-inch bore on the high pressure, 12-inch bore on the 
low pressure with a stroke of 10 inches. It is rated at 50 horse 
power. The valve gear on this engine is unusual. It may have 
been one of a kind. In addition to the boiler and engine, this 
room contains a boiler feed pump, a condenser pump, hot well, 
a Pyle National 32-volt turbo steam generator, boiler feed water 
heater and engine room gong.

Save for the bow the "Kestrel" is completely surrounded by a wooden 
skeleton frame which provides support for a protective canopy over 
most of the deck.
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According to Conrad Milster, Chief Engineer, of Pratt Institute 
the "Kestrel" is probably the last functioning steam yacht on the 
East Coast and possibly the last of its kind using coal in the 
United States.

Probably never used as anything but a private yacht the "Kestrel" is 
a graceful 62 foot vessel.

The steam yacht "Kestrel" was built in Charleston, Massachusetts, in 
1892, but who built it and who it was built for remains a mystery. 
Early Bills of Sale and Records of Title recorded at Ogdenburg, New 
York City, Saint Augustine, Florida and Jacksonville, Florida, which 
are sketchy at best do show the following- the home port of the 
"Kestrel" prior to a sale made on June 14th 1899, was Baltimore, 
Maryland. On that date William Keyser sold her to Samuel Keyser. 
On July 1st, 1905, title was transferred from Samuel Keyser to David 
Crawford Clark. On August 25th, 1919, the estate of, David Crawford 
Clark transferred title to John Hamilton Fulton. Fulton died and his 
property was willed to his wife Jean Thompson Fulton on October 27th, 
1927. Then on October 10th, 1934, Mrs. Fulton sold the "Kestrel" to 
W. J. Arthur and on July 27th, 1935, Arthur sold to W. Cecil Grant 
of Daytona Beach, Florida. The next transfer was made by a United 
States Marshall by the name of Guy C. Reeve to J. R. Anderson on May 
13th, 1936. Anderson sold on August llth, 1936, to three owners, W. 
E. Montgomery, W. E. Compton and W. E. Morrow, all of Jacksonville, 
Florida. On January 20th, 1937, Montgomery and Compton sold to 
James A. Throwbridge, Jr., of Noroton, Conneticut.

The "Kestrel" presently is owned by the American Karitane Academy, 
a marine educational facility.
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