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Form 10-300 
(Rev. 6-72 ) 

COMMON: 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SE;RVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries · complete a pplicable sections) 

(Check One) 

tJ District 

0 Site 

1!9 Bui I ding Public Acqu i sition: 

~ In Process 0 - Structure 

0 Object 0 Being Considered 

0 Agricultural 

O .Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

5 NAME: 

0 
0 
0 
0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

0 Park 

0 Private Residen .ce 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

" STATE: 

Commission 

300 West Markham 
CITY OR TOWN : STATE: 

STATE 

STATUS 

0 Occupied 

Gk: Unoccupied 

0 Preservation wor 

in progres~ 

0 Transportation 

Q9 Other (Specify) 

Unused 

Little Rock Arkansas 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

~ Restricted 

0 Unrestricted 

0 No 

0 Comments 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good 0 Foir 

Unaltered · , 

(Check One) 

[X Deteriorated 0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved [29 Original Site 

The original mill (c.1840-18JO) is a site only. The 
only documented description states that it was small and 
crude. 

The later mill (c.1870-present) was constructed on the 
site of the original. ~ The mill, race, spring, and mill pond 
remain virtually unchanged by modernization. 

The mill building is a large three-storey frame and 
clapboard structure resting on a foundation of unmortered, 
st~cked ,. nat~ve ~ton~~ The framing consists of huge hand­
h~y.in o~~ t~mbe.rs, the c~nter beams measuring 10" x 12" x 40' 
a~d th~ : :cr<;ips :qeams ,6 tt ~ ~ 8" x 30'. The rafters are cedar 
poles of 4-S" diameter. · The original shake roof has been 
replaced with tin. ' 

The mill has deteriorated due to disuse and a faulty 
roof. Much of the clapboard siding is in a state of rapid 
decomposition and some boards are missing. Floor planks are 
weak and unsafe. However, the oak beams and cedar rafters 
are in an excellent state of preservation and the structure 
remains fairly level. 

The building contained a grist mill, flour mill, cotton 
9in, saw mill, and later a hammer mill. The grist mill on 

,..the ground .floo"r, the .flour m,i.ll with its belts, bins, pulleys 
and chutes on the second and third floors, and fragments of 

, . t:he cot: ton gin remain. , .. .. , , , "., ,,. . \ 

The mill was powered by a turbine of which the gears and 
shafts remain extended from the side of the building at the 
end o:f, .. the race. A large permanenr!:: o.spring feeds the mill 
pond from which a rocked in race supplies water to the mill. 
The spring, pond, and race remain unchanged except for a 
section of the race which was modernized by the addition of 
concrete sides before the mill ceased operation. -
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian I 
0 15th Century 

0 16th Century 

0 17th Century 

0 18th Century 

rn 19th, Century 

[29 20th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE!Sl (If Applicable andKnown) C.1840-187Q• 1870-nrF--~Pnt: 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

'~ Aborl ginal -
(Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Prehistoric 

0 Historic 

0 Agriculture 

0 Architecture 

0 Art 

0 Commerce 

0 Communications 

0 Conservation 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 Educalion 

0 Engineering 

0 lnventi on 

0 Landscape 

Architecture 

D Literature 

E1 Military 

0 Music 

- · ·- o P'olitical 

Q _ Rel ~gion/ Phi-_ 

losophy 

0 Science 

0 Sculpture 

0 Socia 1/ Humon-

itorian 

0 Theater 

0 Transportation 

-

[] Urban P-lanning 

0 Oth~r (Spe c ify) 

The Boxley (Whiteley) Mill is an ~xcellen~ e~~pl~ of a 
once common local industry which ~as vital ~o ~pe ~ett~~ment 
and economic development of many earl~ ruraJ ArkanS?s com­
munities . Not only are the building, pond, and race present 
but more important the various equipment necessary for the 
operation of a flour and grist mill remains largely intact. 

The original mill, built by Abner Casey(c.1840), supplied 
services to the settlers of the upper ' Buffalo River valley. 
At an unknown later date Samuel Whiteley purchased the businesE 
which then became known as "'rhe Whiteley Mill". 

This small mill was razed (1870) due to its inadequacy in 
fulfilling the increased demands of a growing populace. The 
community then employed a man named Miller to construct a 
larger more efficient mill a·t • fhe-' ·s'ame' 'lacati.:On; :r;._j . ·; - _, ·· 

Robert Villines became the new 'm1-12J..'e-ri.. J -Hi s~ .:Son,-.: Jair\es 
Larkin-Villines, and grandson, Clyde Villines, each in their 
burn became the owners and millers . : A 

A general lack ·or nus~ness forced Clyde Villine~ to cease 
the mill's operation in the 1960's ending, a long history of 
community service. 

The mill was also the site of a two hour skirmish, des­
cribed by the following Civil War dispatch: 

"The battle of Whiteley's Mill (Boxley) was fought 
April 5, 1864. The Union officers were : Captain Orr 
of Co. C and Lieutenant Bell of Co. L. The guerilla 
leaders were Cecil, Cooper and Patton. Pvt. John H. 
Murray of Co. F was killed and Obed W. Patty of Co. I 
missing. Pvt. Gustavus Bishop of Co. C was wounded. 
The man missing had his horse shot dead under him, 
and is probably a prisoner, if not killed. The loss 
of the enemy has not bee-n ascertained." 



Boxley, Arkansas. Personal interview with Mrs. Clyde Villines, 
property owner, May 2, 1973. 

Graves, Francis, "The Whiteleys of Northwest Arkansas." 
Family History File, Arkansas History Commission. (Type­
written). 

Kennedy, Steele T., 
Grind Again," in 

"Old Whiteley Mill Still Stands, Ready to 
The Ozark Mountaineer,July, 1959, p. 13. 

Edward P. Baxter Field Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Arkansas Historic Preservation Pro am 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

1023 West Third 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Littlle Rock 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 

Avaluated ;ccording t b the c-iteria )and procedures set 

forth by 'the National Park Serv1ce: 'The.,recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is;1 

National 0 State 0 Local iK] 

Na-fl:: .~Ac ~--.-
~m E. Henderson 

Arkansas Historic 
Til~ Preservation Officer 

Da~ October 10, 1973 

STATE 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

NaFo~l Register. 

..~ Professional Services 
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Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

8 . Significance Continued : 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Newton 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

DATE 

The mill, pond, and skirmish site are within an area 
which has been proposed for acquisition by the National Park 
Service for the Buffalo National River. 

The mill may be restored as a feature of the National 
River. 

GPO 92 1- 724 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

(Number all entries) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY- NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNT Y 

Newton 

9 . Major Bibliographical Refe rence s Continued: 

DATE 

Lacke y, Walter F., History of Newton County, Arkansas. Inde­
p e ndence, Missouri: Zion's Printing and Publishing Company, 
1950. 

The Newton County Homestead, No. 1, April 19 59 . Publication 
of the Newton County (Arkansas) Historical Society, p. 25. 

The Newton County Homestead, Vol. d, No. 1, April, 1961. 
Publication of the Newton County (Arkansas) Historical Soci­
ety, p. 55. 

U. S. Bureau of the Ce nsus, Seventh Census of the United 
States:185 0 . 

U. S. Departme nt of the Interior, National Park Service, 
Buffalo National River, Harrison, Arkansas. Personal inter­
view with Dr. Richard Sellars, Historian, May 2, 197 3 . 
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PLI·:ll:m RETIJltN TillS 
NA11E OF PlWPE KTY 

•' 

Tile attached N::1tional Re gi s ter Invcntory-Nomihation form is being returned to your 
office for clarification of the information indicated belm-1. 

1. Name. 

2. Location. 

3. Classification. 

4. 0\mer ·of Property. 

s. Locati9n of Legal Description. 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys. 

7. Description. 
I 

8. Statement of Significance. II 
.\ 'I ---

'I 

9. Bibliography. 

_l_1o. . 
Geographical Data. 

and Latitude Coj'dinat~s. · .~· · i. £. a. L ~ 
------------------------b. Acreage. 

_____ 11. Form Prepared By. 

_____ 12. Certification. 

Photographic Covera ge. 

}llip Coverage. Please use a map bearing an identified system of coordinates , 
preferably an original USGS, which allows us to check latitude-longitude. 

Other. 

Clarification or correction 
of our professional review . 
necessarily insure that the 
criteria in full. 

of the above items must be made prior to the initiati on 
Correction ~f these technical errors does not 

nomination will then satisfy the National Re gister 

Thank you for xour attention to the above 



PROPERTY 

WORKING NUMBER ~. 

TECH REVIEW 
PHOTOS--~-----

MAPS 

CONTROL REVIEW 

HISTORIAN [d:k,4:r \~ ~ l,L, 0.:~_.5»3 1~ 
btt\-e\,' n~ 

• 
ARCHITECTURAL HISTORIAN 

ARCHEOLOGIST {J 

REVIEW UNIT CHIEF \ f\-\-e.( ~_st~ 

BRANCH CHIEF 

0 

Q_4lt. 

1 o . .5 0. 
1:3 

National Register Write-up , Send-back-~~-: ~~ g:;...· ~/-~.f _____ ; 
Federal Register entry ~J. 3 , 1'17'{= 

11 ; Re-submit :l • ~' 1 lf 
Entered JUL 3 11974 
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UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF ·THE INTERIOR 

,. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY 

BOXLEY QUADRANG LE 
ARKANSAS 
SERIES (TOPOGRAPHIC) 
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Mapped , edited , and published by the Geological Survey 
Control by USGS and USC&GS 

Topography by photogrammet ric methods from ae rial 
photographs taken 1964 . Field. checked 1968 

Polycon ic pro]€cfion. 1927 North Amerrcan datum 
10,000-foot grid ba sed on A r ka ~sas coordinate system , north zone 
1000-meter Un iversa l Transverse Mercator grid ticks, 
zone 15. shown in blue 

F1ne red dashed lines ind icate se lec ted fe n<;:e and fi el d lin es where 
genera l ly viS ible on aeria l pho tograph s Th1s informat10n is unchecked 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

JUL s l 1J74 

Location 

xley v1ef.n1ty 
on County 

Also Notified 

Hon. John L. McClellan 
• J. w .. Fulbright 

on.. Jobn F. lbuaerschatdt r , 

Regional Director, Southwest 
Region 

MMott/row 7/29/74 

Stat etoric Preae"ation Officer 
• Wt111 £. Henderson 

Dtreetor 
AJ'kansas Dept. of Parb aQd Tourib 
State Capitol-Room 149 
ttttl k. Arkansas 72201 



Dr. Hurtagh: 

I called Gene Richardson of the Arkansas staff June, 20, 1974. He said 

the mill \-las included in the Buffalo National River, Arkansas. The 

Park Service has attempted to purchase the mill to restore it, but 

have so far been unsuccessful. The present mmers do not ~-1ant to sell 

the property and do not feel the mill is in need of repair. Richardson 

feels that the property ~-1ill probably be condemned and obtained by the 

Park Service. He feels that listing on the National Register would 

help convince the present owners that the property is valuable and 

should be preserved and protected. 

Richard W. Sellers, in a Special History Report ••• on the Buffalo 

National River, done at the Denver Service Center, October 1973, 

feels that the mill is one of only three structures in the National 

River which have regional significance. (p. 4). Enclosed is a copy 

of his brief report on the mill. 

N.B. If accepted and the name is changed, I think Villines Mill is more 

appropriate. lfuiteley had very little, if any connection \-lith this 

mill. 

Ray Luce 
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Vi 11 in e r. ~' i 11 

Location: NE 1/4 of Section 3, T 15 N, R 23 W, 
Ne~ton County, Arkansas. 

Accessibility: Just off of State Highway 43 
near r.oxley. 

This two Rtory Frame huildin~s wan constructed 
in 1870 hy Robert Villines, Rr~ndfather of Clyde 
Villines, the milln' present owner and its last 
operator. For ei ~ hty vr.ars, the mill ~erved the 
loc~l ~re~ as an economic and Rocial center. Finally, 
in 1950, Clvde Villine~ closed the ynill~ A tin 
ro.o,f . .. }_ .!'3 kept th~ mill from deteri.orating badly, 
and the huildin~ appears to be structurally sound. 

The Park Service should attempt to purchase 
the mill, restore it, and return it to ~ood workin~ 

order. The mill could hecome a major ~ttraction in 
the Boxley area, and would be an important part of 
the ~nterpretive program. ~r. Ed Baxter, of the 
Arkansas Historic Preservation Office, in Little 
Rock, is preparin~ to nominate this structure to~9~ 
National nep,ister. 

158 

R.w.s. 
July, 1973 


