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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wakarusa Hotel but! ding 1s a simple two story rectangular limestone structure 
with gable roof and basement. The front gable structure faces west on the town's 
main street.

Doors occur in the center of the first story of the west facade and toward the 
east of the south facade. A small one-story frame porch with shed roof shelters the 
south entrance.

In the center of each gable near the peak is an arched opening with simple 
stone trim. The roof trim consists of a simple boxed cornice treatment.

The following alterations have occurred:

(1) Two historical alterations  a two-story addition to the north and a one-story 
addition to the east  have been removed, although as a result of these addi­ 
tions three of the original window openings on the north and one of the 
original window openings on the west were enlarged to accommodate connecting 
doorways.

(2) The original one-story frame porch on the west facade has been removed.

(3) A yellow wash has been applied to the exterior where the walls were not 
covered by additions. The poor quality of the stonework seems to have 
been the reason for applying this protective skin on the exposed wall surfaces,

(4) The roof has been reshingled over the years and the superstructure of one 
chimney removed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Wakarusa Hotel was the first business beside the railroad station 
to be established in Wakarusa. The oldest surviving structure in town, it 
remains today as a noteworthy reminder of Wakarusa's early history and evidences 
the character of the early businesses that developed in the small Kansas 
communities that grew up along railroad routes and became important sources of 
services for rural populations.

The town of Wakarusa, located some 12 miles south of Topeka, was platted 
in 1858. It served as the center for a small farming community and was located 
as a station on the Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe railroad line.

W.H. Mills came to Kansas in 1869 from Illinois. By 1873 he was the 
proprietor of the Wakarusa Hotel, a modest two story stone structure with twelve 
rooms which he is reported to have built himself. In 1883, the A.T. Andreas 
History of the State of Kansas reported that W.H. Mills was not only associated 
with a hotel business, but also ran a livery business, a grain trade and a store. 
This latter enterprise was housed in a structure adjoining the hotel to the north. 
The Andreas entry states that the store "has a good railroad trade and is fast 
running into a good county trade located on the road from Topeka to Carbondale, 
about twelve miles from Topeka and six miles from Carbondale north and south, 
and from twelve to fifteen miles from any other store east and west. His hotel 
is also flourishing, being constantly full and largely transient."

Mills died in 1903, but in the Kansas Gazeteer and Business Directory of 1912. 
the Wakarusa Hotel was still listed as a functioning enterprise. It is not known 
how long the hotel continued to operate or what all the other uses were to which 
the building may have been put. It apparently was used as a residence for many 
years. The current owner intends to rehabilitate the structure and use it both 
for a residence and a small business.
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