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The Ephraim Cutter House i s located at 4 Water Street i n the commercial area of 
Arlington. The house l i e s d i r e c t l y across Massachusetts Avenue from the town 
l i b r a r y , i n close proximity to the Town Hal l and Post Office. The house o r i g i n a l l y 
sat on a 3h acre l o t facing Massachusetts Avenue. The Cutter House figured pro­
minently i n early views of West Cambridge (Arlington) as i t was one of four buildings 
which served as cornerstones of the center area. Two of these survive. I n 1915 
the house was tumed 90 degrees and moved back 75 feet to face Water Street, which 
was early known as M i l l Lane. Water Street led to Ephraim Cutter's m i l l , the oldest 
watermill i n the area. The now less than acre of property i s separated from the 
street by a low picket fence. 

The 2% story, rectangular Federal style structure was b u i l t i n 1803-04 by Ephraim 
Cutter. I t rests on a high stone foundation headed by a beveled wooden watertable. 
The house i s sheathed i n clapboards painted red. Cornerboards and entablature are 
plai n . The hip roof carries two large chimneys. Fenestration i s 6/6. The shouldered 
archittaves and pla i n s i l l s are painted white, as i s a l l the trimwork. The p a r t i a l l y 
exposed basement l e v e l has three l i g h t casements. 

The f i v e bay wide facade faces southeast toward Water Street. The center bay open 
entrance porch was added c.1915 when the building was moved. Three steps lead to the 
six panel door flanked by sidelights and headed by a fan l i g h t with keystone. The 
entrance i s shielded by a molded, modillioned, open triangular pediment supported by 
two f l u t e d columns. A l a t t i c e d wooden r a i l runs from each of these columns along the 
sides of the porch to a f l u t e d p i l a s t e r on either side of the door. Two shed dormers 
rise from the roof above. Each contains a 3/3 window. 

The northeast elevation i s four bays deep. The rear elevation was extended p r i o r to 
1915. The o r i g i n a l entrance to the house i s located i n the o r i g i n a l center bay of the 
elevation. I t i s a six panel H-L hinged door which retains one of the two o r i g i n a l 
b u l l ' s eye glass panes. The door i s flanked by f l u t e d pilasters which give rise to 
the wide molded frieze and dentiled cornice. The door i s headed by an 8/12 window on 
the second story. The one bay deep addition at the northern end has a small window on 
the second story and a one story, f l a t roofed enclosed porch on the f i r s t story. This 
porch has a three horizontal l i g h t window on i t s southeast and i t s northeast elevation 
and wraps around the corner to continue along the northern end of the northwest (rear) 
elevation. 

The northwest elevation has been much altered. The enclosed porch from the northeast 
elevation has a series of four^three horizontal l i g h t windows. This porch i s headed 
by two 1/1 windows on the projecting second story. A second center projection has 
a 4/4 window, a 6/6 window and a modem door on the f i r s t story and a single o r i g i n a l 
6/6 window on the second story. The t h i r d projection, located at the western end of 
the elevation, includes a s i x panel door p a r t i a l l y below foundation l e v e l . Two roof 
dormers are connected by an extension. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Ephraim Cutter House i s s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s association with the Cutter family 
and as one of the few houses of i t s period remaining i n Arlington Center. 

In 1637 a pr i v i l e g e on M i l l Brook was granted to Captain George Cooke by the town 
of Newtowne (Cambridge). This was the f i r s t watermill i n Cambridge, and farmers came 
from distant communities to grind t h e i r com there. I n 1690 the m i l l s i t e and 
privilege were passed on to the Cutter family who had been among the f i r s t families 
to acquire land i n Menotomy (Arlington) and who had owned f i v e of the s i x privileges 
on M i l l Brook for many years. 

Eight year old Ephraim Cutter watched the B r i t i s h march through Menotomy on th e i r way 
to Lexington on A p r i l 19, 1775. His 52 year old father, Ammi Cutter, joined the old 
men of Menotomy i n an attack on B r i t i s h supply wagons that lagged behind the 
column of regulars. 

Ephraim was the ninth of Ammi Cutter's twenty children (by three wives). I n 1795 
Ephraim inherited his father's g r i s t m i l l and f i v e years l a t e r b u i l t a new dam and 
m i l l below the old 17th century one. He prospered as a m i l l e r , and i n 1804 b u i l t him­
self the elegant house i n the center of town. I n an early history he was remembered 
as having "the best livestock, the best orchard, and the best f i l l e d barn of the 
neighborhood." A t h r i f t y and public s p i r i t e d man, he became the Deacon's assistant 
and was l a t e r elected Deacon himself, serving the F i r s t Parish Church u n t i l his death 
i n 1841. According to a family genealogy, Ephraim Cutter never enjoyed educational 
advantages, but "by assiduous endeavor attained good standing among his townsmen." 
Said to be a man of unpretentious manners, he ascribed his success i n l i f e under God 
to the judicious manner of his wife, Deborah Locke. She was "a person interesting i n 
manners and conversation" who, despite her 300 to 400 pound weight, was "remarkably 
agile and her footsteps noiseless and graceful." She died i n 1823. 

Three of Deborah and Ephraim Cutter's 14 children died i n September 1802 i n an epidemic 
of fever and dysentery that almost t r i p l e d the town's death rate that year. One son. 
Dr. Benjamin Cutter, founded the Middlesex County Medical Society and was a pioneer 
i n temperance reform. His research in t o l o c a l genealogy and history became the basis 
for the f i r s t published history of Arlington, co-authored by his son William R. Cutter. 

Today the house i s the home of the Arlington Advocate, the town's oldest newspaper, 
operating continuously since 1872. 
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