
FORM B •- BUILDING 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
294 WASHINGTON STREET, BOSTON, MA 02108 

AREA FORM NO. 
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PHOTO: (3x3" or 3x5", black & white) 
staple to l e f t side of form 

Photo number 

' Town T a u n t o n 

I Address 3 P l a i n S t , 

PPrancis D. Williams] House 

I 
Present Owner; & M. B i o n d i 

Use: Present A p a r t m e n t s 

Or ig ina l R e s i d e n t i a l 

DESCRIPTION: 

Date c . 1830 

Source S t y l e 

Greek Revival 
Style 

Archi tec t Unknown 

Exter ior wa l l fabricCommon Bond B r i c k 

Outbuildings C o n c r e t e b l o c k g a r a g e , 

2 0 t h C. ( n o n - c o n t r i b . ) 

Major a l te ra t ions (wi th dates)2 s t o r y 
y . b r i c k and f r a m e l a t e r a l a d d i t i o n 
' -'' • 1 9 t h c e n t u r y . 

Moved No Date 

Approx. acreage Less t h a n one • 

Set t ing Sat- back a p p r n x . -^0' f r o m 

s t r e e t a t r e s i denf-.i a] i n t e r s e r t i o n , 

Recorded b y : 
O r g a n i z a t i o n : 

i l sheets here) 
(over) ' D a t e : 

T.W. 
T . C . H . S , 

8 /29 /79 

UTM: 19 /326655/4638950 

37 l̂_7_77 

-.1 iU ih i^ ' i tM^. l^ i ^ ' j J i - j J^^ 



ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE (Describe inportant architectural features and 
evaluate i n terms o£ other buildings within the community.) 

The broad-gabled , c e n t r a l h a l l s t r u c t u r e i s 21̂  s t o r i e s , o f b r i c k 
c o n s t r u c t i o n , and has c e n t r a l entrances on bo th Berkeley and P l a i n S t . 
f acades . Doors are trimmed w i t h f l u t e d boards and corner b locks , have 
lauverded transoms and s i d e l i g h t s , and g r a n i t e l i n t e l s . Gran i te i s a l so 
used t o t r i m 2/2 sash windows throughout the s t r u c t u r e . A p e r i o d e l l 
extends t o the eas t . 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE (Explain the role owners played in local or state 
history and how the building relates to the development of the community.) 
L i k e t h e nearby "Stone House" a t 15-17 P l a i n S t . , t h i s s t r u c t u r e 

i s an o u t s t a n d i n g landmark i n Weir ¥ i l l a g e , p rominen t ly s i t e d on the 
corner o f P l a i n and Berkeley S t r e e t s . B u i l t o f b r i c k i n the Greek Re­
v i v a l s t y l e , i t i s e x c e p t i o n a l f o r i t s imposing sca le , f i n e p e r i o d de­
t a i l s and v i r t u a l l y u n a l t e r e d c o n d i t i o n . 

Whi le an exact c o n s t r u c t i o n date and e a r l y h i s t o r y o f the b u i l d i n g 
are unc lea r , i t i s c e r t a i n t h a t the s t r u c t u r e was associa ted w i t h va r ious 
members o f the prominent W i l l i a m s f a m i l y , and may have been b u i l t by 
Franc i s D. W i l l i a m s . I t s s i ze and r i v e r f r o n t l o c a t i o n suggest t h a t i t 
was used as a board ing f a c i l i t y f o r c o a s t a l t r ade opera t ives as w e l l as 
s e r v i n g as a res idence f o r the W i l l i a m s f a m i l y . 

By 1857, G o r i l l a W i l l i a m s , widow o f F ranc i s , i s known t o have 
i n h a b i t e d the b u i l d i n g , which she perhaps shared w i t h Charles A. 
W i l l i a m s ( r e l a t i o n unknown), a pedd le r , v 

Possessing i n t e g r i t y o f l o c a t i o n , des ign, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , 
workmanship and a s s o c i a t i o n , the Fran.cis D. JViJLliams Hqoise m^ 
c r i t e r i a A and C of the N a t i o n a l R e g i s t e r o f H x s ^ o f i c TTSC^'T 
as tSie on ly s u r v i v i n g example o f a large, scale r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e 
c o n s t r u c t e d o f b r i c k i n the Greek Rev iva l s t y l e i n Taunton and f o r i t s 
h i s t o r i c a l a s s o c i a t i o n s w i t h the mar i t ime t r a d i t i o n o f Weir V i l l a g e m 
the 19th c e n t u r y . . , , 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES (name of publication, author, date and publisher) 
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Beers, 1871 ' , 
Walker. 1881 

lOM - 7/82 
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Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

T a i m < - r . r . M u l l - i p l c R p g n m - p p A r p a 

State V.r•i .= ^-r.^ r n n r . t - y MA .^S A C m T S F T T S 

Nomination/Type of Review 

81. Williams, Abiathar King, House 
Entered in tfie 
National Regl5str=- Attest 

Date/Signature 

82. Williams, Enoch, House S'tlqnal^fie-^^^ -f^eeper (y/lxM^^iM^^t^/^ycL^ ^/^'?^/ 

Attest 

83. Williams, Francis D., HousS-Titared In tba /"^f^per c:)Ai.L.^^^.>u...t^j^*yc.^..^ TAA*/ 
National fiegiot:- 'L 

Attest .---^ 

In the I / t . ^ , / 
84. Williams, N. S., House fetlonal Bogi'~--~v, Y-^TTeeper t^AJ^~^U^<../&y^^ 7'^'AV 

i-.^t.,rol In tlie 
Attest 

85. Willis, Joseph, House -^^tloaal aegister ^^?^eper /^<!^U..'^...<JS^^ 

Attest 

86. Winslow Congregational Church -^^epev ^^^^$AJ--u.^.^/dy.,.^ 7AA/ 

Attest 

87. Winthrop Street Baptist ^r.vro'l l i i thV / d e e p e r . o i U ^ ^ - t , . ^ - . ^ . ^ . ^ y h A i / 
Church Begister * ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ' ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

Attest 

88, Lawrence, William, House 

89. Neck of Land 

90. Taunton State Hospital 

Entered i n the 
National Bogistor 

Attest 

Entered In %Hi "iffeeeper ,;?C^^w;^ '̂-^-^-^iV<^^i^^ 7 / c / / r j 
National BBglstar 

Attest 

Keeper 

Attest 



WASO Form -177 
("R" June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

WiUiams, Francis P., House (Taunton MRA) 
Bristol County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CD resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
CH appeal : 

Substantive Review: CH sample • request 

Working No. MAY 2 1 1984 
Fed. Reg. Date: 9 . . J ~ - ^ . 
Date Due: ^ 
Action: 

Efftsred In tna 
National Register 

. t s ^ C E P T _ 
RETURN. 
REJECT. 

7 -if-/ 
7 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category OvNfnership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CH good 

CHfair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

CH unexposed 

Checic one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe ttie present and original (if known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity ' • . 
CH alterations/integrity — -
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 

-;sfeV>«'\T!!f!:.l^" ... . . 

Clieck one 

• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance///7 one parafifrap/i^ 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness ^ )'."\H -
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
CH relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
• other i-

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed- Date Phone:. 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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NCMINATION 
FORM NO. 320 
FRANCIS D. WILLIAMS 
SCALE: 1" = 60' 
MAP NO. WD6, Plan 12, Lot 15 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000297 


