
FORM A - AREA SURVEY 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

Form numbers in this area Area no. 
1ij2-T-2 

• 1. Town Worcester 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5'̂  
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Name of area (if any) W e l l i n g t o n S t . A p t , 
House D i s t r i c t - N a t i o n a l Regis te r 
D i s t r i c t 

3. General date or period 1 685-1 901 

4. Is area uniform (explain): • 

in style? no ( p r i m a r i l y Romanesque 
R e v i v a l ) 

in condition? no (poor t o e x c e l l e n t ) 

R o l l s 2 
in type of ownership? yes ( p r i v a t e ) 

in use? yes ( r e s i d e n t i a l ) 

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic 
properties for which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres­
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers,' if any) and indicate north. 
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B. 

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE 
USGS Quadrant 

MHC Photo no. 

(over) 

6. Recorded by S. Lee . R.R. P f f t i f f ^ r . 

Organization Worc, Her i t age Prf ts , Sno., 

Date December 1Q77 

^M—T—-? !^_r>nci /tec; 



7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

Description: 

The Wellington Street Apartment House D i s t r i c t Includes properties 
on Wellington Street, I r v i n g Street and Jaques? Avenue, Boundaries f o r 
the d i s t r i c t have been selected to include a dense cluster of b r i c k 
apartment houses b u i l t between 1865 and 1901. The demolition of 
buildings west and north of the d i s t r i c t forms v i s u a l boundaries 
on those sides, while south of the d i s t r i c t a mixture of wood frame 
houses, two-deckers and some apartment houses creates a d i f f e r e n t 
type of neighborhood. To the d i s t r i c t ' s east and northwest, demolitions 
and modern development form another v i s u a l botindary. Buildings 
included i n the d i s t r i c t are shown i n Worcester Assessors' Book 3# 
page 15 (Lots 15, I9 & 21;) and i n Book 6, page 17 A (Lota 3, 5, 6 
& 9) and 17B (Lots i^., 19, 31, kS, k^ , k l , î •9, 61, 62, 69, 70, 71, & 72), 

Propery L i s t : 

street # name ( f i r s t owner) date description 

I r v i n g Street 

25 

27 

Jaques Avenue 

1 

? (F.S. Robbins) ca, 1 90I — a s t y l i s t i c — i ] . 
s t o r i e s , b u f f b r i c k , s i d e - h a l l plan, f l a t roof, arched 
entry, bow f r o n t 
? (F,S, Robbins) ca. 1 901 — a a t y l i s t i c — 1 ^ . 
s t o r i e s , b u f f b r i c k , bow f r o n t , f l a t roof, arched entry 

? (A.M. Hoppin) 1889--elements of Romanesque— 
W,H« Harvey, arch't,--3 storey, b r i c k , bow f r o n t , arched 
entry w i t h sandstone voussoirs, o r i e l windows 
? (M McGrath) 1 89I-1 892—elements of 
Romanesque— 3 s t o r i e s , b r i c k , s i d e - h a l l plan, bow f r o n t , 
arched entry w i t h sandstone columns, decorative brickwork 
at window heads 
The Columbia ( p e l l e t t Brothers) 1892—eclectic 
V i c t o r i a n — P e l l e t t Bros, arch'ts k b l d r s , b r i c k , four 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 

House D i r e c t o r i e s : 1888, I890 , I892, 1894, I896, I898, I900, 1902^ 

R i c e , P , P . Dict ionary of Worcester & I t s V i c i n i t y . (1893) pp. 7-8. 

cont'd. 



7. 

INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCKMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

2 , ' • ^ 

Community: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
1U2-T-2 

Prooertv Name- Well ington S t , Apt 
^8B^e^DlWSP,--Nat'l Register Dis 

Indicate each item on inventory fonn which is being continued below. 

s t o r i e s , central panel w i t h name plaque,,terracotta 
t i l e s , decorative brickwork, 

V/ellington Street 

23 ? (Thos, H. Ha l l ) 1 8 8 7 — a s t y l i s t i c V i c t o r i a n — 
Fuller & Delano, a r c h ' t s — I f storey, b r i c k , sandstone 
l i n t e l s , s i l l s and water table, decorative brickivork 
at cornice 

25 ? (E,M, Bl i s s ) 1 8 8 9 — a s t y l i s t i c V i c t o l i a n — 
Barker &: Nourse, arch'ts—14. s t o r i e s , b r i c k , s i d e - h a l l 
plan, bow f r o n t , sandstone l i n t e l s , s i l l s & b e l t 
courses 

37 ? (T,J, B a r r e t t ) ca, I890—elements of Romanesque— 
3 s t o r i e s , b r i c k , s i d e - h a l l plan, bow f r o n t , arched 
entry w i t h sandstone Columns, sandstone s i l l s and water 
table.-* 

Ifl T. Barrett House (Thos, B a r r e t t , Sr,) 1885—Queen Anne— 
2 storey, b r i c k , slate-covered gable roof, dressed 
granite s i l l s & l i n t e l s , 2-storey porch w i t h date placque 

kS ? (W,E. Hall) ca, 1 8 8 9 — a s t y l i s t i c V i c t o r i a n — 3 storey, 
b r i c k , bow f r o n t , sandstone l i n t e l s , s i l l s and b e l t 
courses 

1|9 The Florence (G.H, & L.W, Rice) 1898—elements of 
Romanesque—G.H, & L.W, Rice, a r c h ' t s — 5 storey, b r i c k , 
symmetrical facade, arched sandstone entry w i t h Ionic 
columns and keystone w i t h b e l l flowers, granite basement, 
decorative brickwork, name plaque 

51 The Knowlton (G.H. & L.W. Rice) 1897—elements of 
Romanesque—G.H. & L.W.Rice, arch't3--5 storey, b r i c k , 
symmetrical facade, granite base, sandstone entry on 
Corinthian columns, keystone w i t h acanthus, name plaque 

63 F i r s t F r e e w i l l Baptist Church 1888—elements of 
Gothic--Geo. G. Adams, a r c h ' t , — b r i c k & granite, high 
gable, pointed arches, decorative b r i c k work, stained 
glass, t e r r a c o t t a t i l e s 

h2 ? (P,S, Robbins) 1 9 0 1 — a s t y l i s t i c — 5 storey, buff 
b r i c k , double bow f r o n t , dressed sandstone basement 
and entry, rock-faced sandstone l i n t e l s & s i l l s 

^6 Mt, Vernon (F,S, Robbins) 1901—elements of Romanesque-
5 story, symmetrical facade, double bow f r o n t , sandstone 
s i l l s & b e l t courses, arched entry on Ionic columns, 
keystone w i t h b e l l flowers 

62 L, & S,P, Harrington House ca, I851—Greek R e v i v a l — 
2 s t o r i e s , frame construction, s i d e - h a l l plan, pedimented 
gables, Doric porch, asbestos sid i n g . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CC^̂ ÎSSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcai 

3. ^ • ^ 

7. 

Ccroniunity: 
Worcester 

Form No: 
1il.2-T-2 

Prooertv,Name-^^^^^Ston St , Apt 
i r o S s e ^ f i f ^ - N a t ' 1 Register Dist 

Indicate each item on inventory form viiich is being continued below. 

Significance: 

The Wellington Street Apartment House D i s t r i c t contains the densest 
remaining sectimnaaof a once extensive apar'tment house d i s t r i c t which, 
u n t i l recent demolitions, covered an area from Main Street South to 
Chandler Street. One of the c i t y ' s e a r l i e s t centers of apartment 
construction, t h i s larger area began to be developed i n the mid-18803 
with buildings such as the Windsor and theboynton (see Form 114.2-T-3) 
t y p i f y i n g the types of aprtment house b u i l t along Main Street South, 

Although VJellington Street contains one s i d e - h a l l plan Greek Revival 
s t y l e house (62 Wellington Street) b u i l t i n 1851 f o r L, & S, P, 
Harrington (carpenters and r e a l estate developers), Wellington Street 
was v i r t u a l l y undeveloped p r i o r to 1885, when Thomas J. Barrett, a 
mason, b u i l t h i s two-storey b r i c k . Queen Annestyle house at 1̂.1 
Wellington Street, Soon a f t e r the completion of thq'sarrett House, 
a large number of owner-occupied, three and four-storey apartment 
houses were constructed on V/ellington Street (#23 , 25 , 37 & I4.5) and 
Jaques Avenue (#1 & 5 ) . B u i l t of b r i c k , these apartment houses 
shared the same f l o o r plans as many of the c i t y ' s "three-deckers" and 
were of smaller scale than buildings of the same period on Main 
Street, Decoration of these b u i l d i n g s , f o r the most p a r t , i s 
l i m i t e d to rock-faced sandstone t r i m , arched e n t r i e s , and 
decorative brickwork at the cornice. 

Beginning w i t h the construction of the Columbia (6 Jaques Avenue) 
i n 1892, l a t e r apartment houses i n the d i s t r i c t were b u i l t on the scale 
of Main Street buildings and employed center entreuice/central h a l l 
plans w i t h at least two apartments per storey. Unlike the e a r l i e r 
set of b u i l d i n g s , these l a t e r apartment houses were owned, designed 
and constucted by builder/developers, who maintained them as income 
properties. A r c h i t e c t u r a l l y they vary from the eclectic combination 
of b r i c k granite and t e r r a c o t t a used i n the Columbia , to the linov/lton 
w i t h i t s double bay windows and carved sandstone entry and the more 
severe design of 1̂.2 Wellington Street, which i s nearly undecorated 
except f o r i t s f i n e sandstone basement and 1^ storey entry surround. 

Also included i n the d i s t r i c t i s the F i r s t F reewill Baptist Church, 
a b r i c k and granite b u i l d i n g of e c l e c t i c , Gothic design. Designed 
by George Adams of Lawrence, Massachusetts, t h i s b u i l d i n g i s tmaltered, 
r e t a i n i n g o r i g i n a l slate v/ork, stained glass and t e r r a c o t t a t i l e s . 

Retaining much of i t s o r i g i n a l character, the Wellington Street 
D i s t r i c t i s c u r r e n t l y under consideration f o r extensive r e h a b i l i t a t i o n . 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn 

CmiBiiunity: 
Worcester 

FoiTO No: 
1i42-T-2 

^ ,̂ W e l l i n g t o n : ^ t . Apt 
^ ^ ^ K ^ I y D f i ^ i - N a t ' l Reg i s t e r Dis 

Indicate each item on inventory form v^iich is being continued below. 

7. 

Property Address Assessor's Data Present Owner 

VJellington Street 

k2 

i.6 

23 

25 

37 

Ĵ l 

45 & 49 

51 

62 

Assessor's Book 3, p . 15 
Lot 24 
9.619 sq. f t . 

Assessor's Eook 3, P» 15 
Lot 15 
15, 656 sq. f t . 

Assessor's Book 6, p.17B 
Lot 31 
5, 620 sq, f t . 

Assessor's Book 6, p. 17B 
Lot 46 
5.620 sq. f t , • 

Assessor's Book 6, p , 17B 
(Lot # and sq, f t , l i s t e d 
w i t h [|.5 & i|9 Wel l ington 
S t , ) 

Assessor's Book 6, p , 17B 
Lot 61 
6,000 sq, f t . 

Assessor's Book 6, p. 17B 
Lots k7, 62, 69-72 
33,508 sq. f t . 
(These l o t #'s and sq. 
footage include a l l 3 
properties, 37, 45, & 49 
Wellington St.) 

Assessor's Book 6, p, 17B 
Lot 4 
6,597 sq, f t . 

Assessor's Book 3, p . 15 
Lot 19 

6,223 sq, f t .  

Staple to Inventory form at 

Myron L , Katz 
3 Zenith Drive 
V/orcester, Mass. 

same 

Stanley K. Tabor 
184 South Main St. 
Natick, Mass. 01760 

Worcester Cooperation 
Council, Inc, 

791 Main Street 
V/orcester, Mass, 01610 

Chestnut Renewal Corp, 
5 Chestnut St, 
V/orcester, Kass. OI608 

Albert & Ester. McKim 
51 Summerhill Ave. 
Worcester, Mass, 01606 

Chestnut Renewal Corp, 
5 Chestnut St, 
Worcester, Mass, 01608 

Worcester Cooperation 
Council, Inc, 
791 Main Street 
Worcester, Mass. 01610 

Earl & Christine Swenson 
3 Hecla St. 
Worcester, Mass. 01604 

cont'd. 
bottom 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM ŜSION 
Office of the Secretary, Bostcn 

5. -

Conmunity: 
Wojccester 

Fonn No: 
142-T-2 

Prooertv Name-^'®^^^8ton St . Apt 
£(i i! i- .-Nat ' l Register D I J 

7. 
Indicate each item on inventory form vAidi is being continued below. 

Jaques Avenue 

1 Assessor's Book 6, p, I7A 
Lots 3 & 5 
12,120 sq. f t . 

Assessor's Book 6, p. I7A 
Lot 6 
5,057 sq. f t . 

Assessor's Book 6, p, 17^ 
Lot 9 
6,556 sq, f t . 

Albanian Orthodox 
Church of S t . Mary's 
Assumption 

Constantino & 
Theodore Mil lonas , 
Trustees 

Worcester Cooperation 
Counci l , Inc . 

791 Main Street 
Worcester, Mass, 01610 

Staple to Inventory form at b o t t om 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


