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The Payne house is a small frame residence, built in 1889, Its plan is in the 
form of a Y, with a pair of front gabled masses set at right angles to one 
another (and at 45° angles to the street), each approximately IV x 12'; 
and a rear "stem" approximately 17 1 long, which has a lean-to addition on the 
west side (1936). The house is one story, on a stone foundation.

The exterior is sheathed with narrow horizontal clapboards on the sides of the 
front gables and on the rear portion. Within the front gable ends, the clap 
boards are set in diagonal patterns, above a "cornice" with square, recessed 
panels in its frieze. This "cornice" is set just above the narrow coroices 
of the enframements of the curved-headed windows (one centered in each gable 
end). These enframements have small "drips", a feature repeated at the tops 
of the cornerfaoards. Below sill level is a band of vertically-set siding, 
arranged to'form a roV of nearly square panels. !

The angle between the front gables has a narrow roof, sheltering two entrances, 
with a wooden "frieze" pierced with a quatrefoil motif. The walls within 
this angle are clapboarded in a herringbone pattern. Centered above is a 
small roof dormer. A brick chimney is located at the junction of the three 
roof ridges.

The rear section of the house is rather plain, but on the rear elevation features 
three oculus windows set in a triangular pattern. A small square window (possibly 
later) is also cut into this facade.

Inside, the area enclosed by the two front gables is not partitioned, and 
only use distinguishes -one side from the other. A wall across the "neck" 
of the Y has fireplaces set back-to-back, with doorways into the rear section 
on either side.. The rear portion is divided into four small rooms: two 
bedrooms, kitchen, and bath. Woodwork and floors are pine, walls are plastered.

The house is located in a residential area consisting largely of small frame 
houses from the turn of the century. In scale, age and materials the Payne 
house is very loke the others in this area. Only the unusual plan and decorative 
elements set it apart. ' .
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"Dual Gables" is significant for its architecture. Its plan in the shape of a "Y" 
and its k$Q orientation to the street constitute a novel and unusual approach to the 
design of the cottage dwelling.

It is clear that this plan originates with the mid-19th century tradition of 
picturesque residential architecture. The Iowa Homestead published in its 10 May 1865 
edition a sketch and plan of a cottage with a similar "Y" form, which apparently was 
lifted from a patternbook of Downing or one of his followers. This published 
cottage is larger than Dual Gables, with a second floor containing three bedrooms, 
differs in its room arrangement, and is ornamented in a Downing Gothic style; but 
the general similarities are striking.

The description accompanying the Homestead cottage has the following to say about 
the merits of the plan: "It is manifest that this singularly odd, yet more than 
ordinarily convenient arrangement, is adopted for the sake of the novelty of the 
external form — a form which will produce a very pleasing effect when finished 
in the most simple style..." The design offers much of what the late 19th century 
desired in its suburban and country dwellings. The plan (of both houses discussed 
here) is orderly, compact, and, to a degree, formal, while the k5° orientation 
affords a pleasant demonstration of picturesque angularity.

The ornamentation of Dual Gables seems well suited to its design. The diagonal or 
herringbone tongue-and-groove boarding of the front gable ends and the entrance corner 
are an appropriate and successful reflection of the diagonal plan. The openwork 
frieze of the front porch casts an interesting shadow line on the walls behind it, 
broken by the joints between them.

The house preserves a large measure of its historical integrity. Although the 
house has been vacant since 1975 and is now somewhat neglected, the present 
owner hopes soon to restore it to a habitable condition. The house was built for 
O.E. Payne, of whom little is known at present. From 1936 to 19^6, it was the 
home of Lucile Anderson, a locally-prominent lawyer who has practiced in Chariton 
since she passed the Iowa Bar exam in 1937- Her many activities, both legal and 
in various local organizations, earned her a reference in Businessmen of Iowa (sic) 
for 1953.
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February 4, 2008

J. Paul Loether, Chief
National Park Service
National Register of Historic Places
1201 Eye Street, N.W.- 8th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:

It has been brought to our attention that the address on the following National Register nomination needs 
to be changed:

• O. E. Payne House, Chariton - correct address is 705 E. Auburn Ave., not 702 Auburn Ave. 

The town name of La Porte City needs corrected for the following nominations:

• Chappie and Young Block (La Port City)

• Clement B. Gingrich House (Laporte City)

• La Porte City Station (La Porte)

• La Porte City Town Hall and Fire Station (LaPorte City)

• Dr. Jesse Watson Building (La Porte St.)

Sinceiiel

Lowell Soike, DSHPO & Chief 
Community Programs Bureau

600 EAST LOCUST STREET, DES MOINES, IA 50319-0290 P: (515) 281-5111


