FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION Old Camb. [1B12
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1- Town namhridge
Address i Potter Park

Name Stillman Willis House

Present use residential
2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")

Staple to left side of form

Photo number \\0<\ -3CD A _
Present owner Nathaniel A. S Helen F.

ParkeY".
3. Description:

Date > 1839

Source deed records

Style Greek Revival

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect unknown
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric wood

Outbuildings (describe) garage (1905 add.)
Other features basic Greek Revival house
with impressive amounts of ornamen-

tation added subsequently.

Altered Y es- over yearsDate .
ornamentation added
Moved Yes Date 1883
5. Lot size:

One acre or less X Over one acre
Approximate frontage mo feet
Approximate distance of building from street
2 feet
6. Recorded by Bainbridge Bunting

Organization Cambridge Historical Com
Date 1964

30M-5-77



n8.

7. Original owner (if known) Stillman Wllis

Original use residential

Subsequent uses (if ay) and dates  same

Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation

Agricultural Education Religion

Architectural XX Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention

Commerce Industry Social/

Communication Military humanitarian

Community development Political Transportation
9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

A

This house | sa textbook exanple of a drastic

updating of a Greek Revival house. I t originally
stood at 1740 Massachusetts Avenue, with large fields
behind it, yet'**convenient t othe Porter Square

train station andtherefore within easy comuting
distance of Boston. The house was noved to its
present location i n1883 and underwent a |arge*scale
moderni zation characterized by elaborate Col oni al
Revival and ltalianate ornamentation appliedto
its basic Greek Revival form

The Greek Revival eaves, entablature, pedi mented
gable, lonic porch colums, flush sidingand
fenestration al |l remain. To this were added great
amounts of pressed ornamentation, plus wi ndow cornices
with brackets, panels with cartouches, a frieze of
di sks and heavily nol ded bases at t helevel of the
wi ndow sills. The horseshoe arches with scrolls and
openwork at each end of the porch were added as were
the "triglyphs" and garlands of the porch frieze.

The house i1 sunique i nCanmbridge, and perhaps i n
Massachusetts. Thus, despite itsnove inil883 when
devel opment pressures forced i tunto a side street it i s

tertiAm el recognition for i tsunique architectural detailing.

10. B bllography and/ or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
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4. Owner of Property
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6. Representation in ExistingSurveys
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summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
alterations/integrity
dates

boundary selection
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summary paragraph
completeness

clarity
applicable criteria

iustification of areas
checlced

relating significance to
ttie resource

context
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justification of exception
other

9. Major Bibiiographical References

10. Oeographical Pata

WTT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
To» aeeluiam® agnmimiin o« mia pngani wim ma. amtt »

| MMartc MvaanfiMian OVNoor atpnaturs

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

NQ RN — . Date Phone: 202 272-3504

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached aheet









Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



