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SECTION 7 DESCRIPTION

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

This nomination indudestwo adjacent cemeeies in Belingham, Massachusetts North Bdlingham Cemetery is the
community's oldest burying ground. The earliest burid wesin 1712, and the mod recent wes in 1888, The oneacre
canday contains goproximatdy 13 heedgtones two tombs, three monuments and some footstones. The heeddones
trace the evolution of funerary at in the 18" and 19" centuries, and indude thework of & least anewell-known
gravesone carver, Josgph Barbur, . Many of the founding families of the town are buried here Ogk Hill Cemetery,
egablished in 1849, ebuts North Bellingham onthe west. It isstill an active cametey and hes about 800 heeddtones ad
monuments  The 2/2-aare cemetay reflects 19™ and 20*"cantury funerary syles with itsrectilinear layout, curbed family
lots, and predominantly marble heedstones and monuments Thesetwo cameeries illudtrate changing burid prectices
within the community, and retain Srong assodaions with the 300-year higtory of thetown.

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Bdlingham islocated in the southwestern corner of Norfolk County, Massachusetts [t isacommunity of 1855 square
mileswith a population of 16,332 in 2010. Thetown, until recently asmdl rurd community, hes grown rapidly in recent
yearsbecause of its proximity to Interstate Route495. It now indudesamix of indudry, digtribution centers and retail,
awdl as extendgve new resdentid devdopment. The nearett city is Woonsocket, Rhode Idand, which aouts Bdlingham
on the south. Thetwo cameeries induded in this nomination are located on Hartford Avenue (MA  Route 126) in North
Bdlingham, just eedt of Route 4%. The cameteries are on ahill aove Hartford Avenue, and are surrounded on the other
three Sdes by tresswhich soreen the adjacent land uses abig box shopping center to the wet, wetland to the north, and
power linesto the eest. Ock Hill Camaery isup to eight feet ebove Hartford Avenue, while North Bdlingham Canaeay
dopesgradudly down to dreet levd & the eestam end.

North Belingham Cametery was esablished in the eerly 1700s ad is town owned, while Oek Hill Cameery wes
egablished in 1849 and isowned by aprivate cangery asociation. Degpite their different histories and ownership, they
ae conddered a Sngle parcd on the town assessor's map, and are tregted as adigtrict for the purpose of this nomination.
Bements that are common to both cameeries are discussad first, followed by descriptions of festures within eech
cametary.

Common Elements

The perimeter wall (Photos 1& 3) that runs dong the front of both ceameteries is conddered asingle unit for the purpose
of this nomination, dthough its congruction varies reflecting the evolution of the Ste. The ddest section of thewadll
dong Hartford Avenueis a the eestamn end of North Bdlingham Cangey wheae it isapiledfiel dstonefarm wal aoout
3'tai. Theheight of the wall gradudly rises as it moves west dong Hartford Avenue, becoming afi el dstoneretaining
wal about 8 tal a the westem ad of North Belingham Cemetery.  About midway aong the front of North Bellingham
Camaeay, thewal curves inward to aregte ashdlow nichefor thetwo adjacent receiving tombs Thewall assodaed
with thisnicheisof varied congtruction, including some large cut-granite blocks, 0 it pogt-detes the congruction of the
first recaiving tomb, built in 1804.

The paimeter wall continues dong the front of Gk Hill Cametary as atall, dry-laidfieldstoneretaining wall, surmounted
in places by alow wooden guardrail. At the western end, Hartford Avenue hes bean widened, and the old wall hes bemn
replaced by alate 20™-century concrete retaining wall with gdonefacing. On the Sdesand rear of both cameteies thereis
atal chainlink security fence. In some areessdong the Sdesand rear there are do reamnants of earlier fencing, which
indudesfiel dstonefarm walls on the eedt Sde of North Bdlingham, and afew granite pogts aong the western edge of
Ok Hill.

(continued)
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Thetwo adjacant tombs (Photo 3) are built into aniche in the retaining wall dong Hartford Avenue. They were buih as
receiving tombs, for use during the winter morths when in-ground burias could not occur. Over the right-hand tomb,
which hes averticd-board door, the inscription reeds "Built 1804 by Danid Penniman, John Allen, Sephen Metcal "
However, snce the facing on bath tombs isof large granite blocks, they were dmogt certainly rebuiltin the late 19"
century. Nether tomb isin use today, dthough the right tormb was used until recently by Oek Hill Canetery. Thereis a
modam ged flagpole (honcontributing) adjacent to the tombs.

Pat of the circulation sysem isds0 shared. There isasingle vehicular aooess point tothetwo cemeteries with the one-
way entry road entering wet of the receiving tombs & North Belingham, and then continuing west dong the front edge
of Ok Hill tothe exit onto Hartford Avenue. There isno internd circulation in North Bellingham Caemeery, whichis
typicad of older burid grounds Oek Hill Cametary hes awell-defined intemd circulation sysem thet isdiscussed b ow.

North Bellingham Cemetery

Thetopogrgphy of North Bdlingham Cametary is gently doping, with the lowest point & the southeestem comer and a
gentle rise of about eight feet to the western end where it mests Ok Hill. Unlike some older burid grounds, there is no
dear evidence of subtle topographic variation, auch as mounding, that might indicate unmarked graves. Other than the
wooded aress around the perimeter, there isonly asmdl duder of deciduous trees dong the Hartford Avenue edge of
North Belingham Camnetary, which do not gppear to have been ddiberatdy planted.

The gpatid organization of North Bdlingham Cametery evolved over anearly 200-year period as the burid ground grew
dowly, beginning a the eestan end and expanding gradualy westward as new buriad goece was neded. In the dldet
stion the heeddones are goarse as many have bean logt over time, and their organi zation gopears random, which wes
typica of ealy cemeeries (Photo 1). Towards the wesem end, where the later burials occurred, the heeddones ae in
rough rows, which are a& adiagond to Hartford Avenue (Phato 2). Many of the heedgtonesin rowsaso show evidence of
earlier consarvation work, 0 itislikdy that a least some mey have bean moved in the 20" century to aestea more
orderly arangamant then originaly existed. Dueto the age of the burid ground and the large aress where no burid
markers occur, itislikely that there are dso many unmarked graves

At North Belingham Cangay there are three family monuments, which commemorate multiple family membears
Adjacent to the tombs dso dong Hartford Avenue outsde the perimeter wall, isthe Adams/Barber monument (Photo
3), agranite obdisk on granite bese and pedestd with four marble inscription pands  Among those honored on it are
Gengd Hliskem Adams (d.1807), who served in the Revolutionary War, and mambers of his family. The monumat is
granite with marble inscription pands  The Smith monument, which commemorates three children who died & ayoung
aein the 18405 islocated dong the southern edgeof the cemetery.  The Gathic style monument is mede of reddish
brown sanddoneand isunusud initsdesign and omateness: The third monument, the marble Bryant obdisk neer the
southem edoe of the cemetary, isin one of two endosed family lots (as oppossd to individud burias) in North
Bdlingham Cametery, reflecting atrandtion from individud graves to family lotsthet is mare fully expressed a Oek Hill
Camday.

North Belingham Cametery hes roughly 130 heeddones overdl, which reflect awide range of funerary syles. Roughly
6% ae dae whiled0% are marble About aquarter of the date heeddones havefootstones There are sevard gyles of
date carving found a North Belingham Cemetery. The earliest ae the rough gonesof the early 18" century, with crude
lettering and no imagery. Five heeddonesof this type were documented in the 1970s by gravestone exparts Danid ad
Jedelie Fabe, who conddered them significant examples of early New England funerary art. Photographs taken a
thet time indicate that the rough date of the donesweas ddaminating, and the Soneswere dreedy in poor condition.
Today there isonly one extant gone from this period, which isillegible, as well as various fragments.

(continued)
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The seoond group of heeddonesis skillfully carved, early tomid  18"-century stones, seveard of which indude the soul
effigy or winged heed motif. At leest two of these, the John Partridge headstone (d.1791) ad the Polly Coombes
heedgtone (d.1795, Photo 4), are amilar in syle. Although neither gone is Sgned, both are conddered to be the work of
Josgoh Barbur, ., awel-known carver from West Medway, Masssechusetts. The Polly Coombes heeddone ad
footstone, which honor ayoung womean who died & age 25, reman infairly good condition, but the John Partridge
heedgoneis now broken in two.  Also from roughly the same period are the Grace Holbrook heedgtone (d. 101) and the
Joseph Holbrook headstone (d.1785), both of which have skillfully carved abdract floral motifs. These havenat bean
atributed to aspecific carver, but display ahigh levd of artigictdent. Mo of the later date heeddtones digalay the
willow-and-um motif, which wes popular in the 19" century. There isads0 & leest one sunburs motif, thet on the Luke
Holbrook heedstone(d. 1775).

By the 19 century, marble was the primary materid for heeddones because it wes eesier to carve into daborate desgns
The marble heeddones & North Bdlingham reflect dandard shgpes and moatifsof the period, rather then the work of
individud cavers Mog are rectangular dabswith machinemade, incised pandsfor the nemes of the decessed, which
gopearsas raisd lettering.

There are currently gpproximately eghteen veterans markers a North Bellingham Cemetery. These indlude
Revolutionary War soldiers, auch as Gengd Eligkem Adams (d.1807), whose family is commemoraed in the monument
in front of North Belingham Cemetery, neer the receiving tombs.

Mary of the heedgtones and footstones a North Belingham Cangery ae fromthe 18" century and have suffered from
more than 200 years of exposure and wear. Some are dreedy missing or broken, while others are vulnerable to damege
because they ae lying onthe ground or savardy leaning. There is evidence of earlier repairs, including some heedsiones
reset on concrete foundations, while others have been patched. Many of the marbles are badly dained and difficult to
reed, while the mgjority of the dates have extendve biologica growth, which obsouresthe inscriptions.

Oak Hill Cemetery

Savad factors digtinguish Ok Hill Cametary from North Bdlingham Cametery. Thefirst isthe difference in age North
Bdlingham wes ective from 1712 to 1833, while Osk Hill wes esablished in 1849 ad isstill an active cametery. The
Foatid organization a North Bdlingham devdoped incrementdly and hgphazardly over nearty two centuries, while Oek
Hill isaplanned cemetery, neetly laid out in family lots(Map 5). Oek Hill, a about 2/2 acres, is subgantidly larger then
its neighbor, and is privately, rather than publicaly, owned.

Therectilinear circulation sysem and pattern of family |ots are the main organizing festures of Ok Hill. The origina
eight burid sections intergpersad with seven narrow roads, run perpendicular to Hartford Avenue. The new section a the
regr of the burid ground, which is perpendicular to the older sections, wes esablished in the mid-20" century. Many of
the latsthroughout the cemetary are endased by granite, marble, or conarete curbing, and are dightly raised. Others are
mounded and have remnants of earlier curbing. The overal sanseisone of order and deedy defined goeces in Srong
contradt to the randomnessof North Bdllingham.

Theetrance is a the southeest comer of the cemetery, via the paved aooess roed that runs dong the front of North
Bdlingham Cematery and continues dong the front of Gk Hill pardld to Hartford Avenue. The mgor intemd roeds
within Ok Hill are gravd surfaced, while the others, which function primarily & paths aeturf Mog of the cametary is
turf, with only three large treesin the origina eight sections of the camelery: an ok, an arborvitae, and awhite pine. The
newe section & the reer of the cametery is partialy sheded and hes more vegetation than the ret of the cemetery, with
satered omamentd shrubs and perennids as well s large trees.

(continued)
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Burid markers & Ok Hill indude amix of family monuments and individua heedgtones (Photos 5 and 6).  In mary casss
there isafamily monument in the center of a lot, surrounded by smdler burid markers that indicate the nemes of
individuds, or their rdationship to the person named on the monument. About two-thirds of the monuments and
heedgones including modt of the older ones, ae marble. About one-third, mostly recent burids in the new section, are of
polished granite.

There are 27 degth dates & Ok Hill that predate the establishment of the cametary, the earliest of which is 1787. These
ae mod likey re-interments from North Bellingham Cameay that occurred 0 that thosewho  died before the cematery
was etablished could be buried in perpetuity with their family mambas Oneof theseisthe date Nathan Penniman
heedgtone (d. 1839 with willow-and-um motif.

Family monuments which are typically found in the older lots, include marble and granite obdisks (which were popular
in the third quarter of the 19" century becauseof their dasscad shepe), as well as a andler number of marble or polished
granite pillars. Oneof the tdledt is the granite Socomb monument (ca  1870s), which isabout fourteen feet high with
granite bese and pedestd, topped by a gray granite obdisk with an insgt aross

Heeddonesindude alarge number of marble heedsones which function as the sole burid marker for an individud, es
well as andler burid merkers, which are usad in conjunction with afamily monument. The marble heedgtones are
typically sngle, with afew double ones aswell. Some are rectangular, while others have rounded or dightly curved tops
Some are on bes=s, while other are placad directly in the ground. Imeges found on the marble heedgtones indude willows
and urns two hends joined, fingerpointing upward (to heaven), harps, and many floral matifs.

The heeddtones for women and children are particularly expressve of Victorian sentimentdity. A typica exampleis the
mable Olive A. Benedict heedgtone (1817-1869), with adigtinctive curvilinear slhouette as well as a book motif axd
inscription a thetop, "She dways mede home happy.”  Children's heeddonesfrom the late 19" century aretypicdly
gmdl and sentimentd, with imeges such as lambs and flowers. Often the only inscription isthefirst name asin thetiny
marble heeddonefor "Elmer" (NO) with eroding floral motif  There are four white bronze markers three amdl box-like
ones and are that islarger and dightly more daborate, the AsaHill heedgtone (d. 1892 & ege 83) isaamdl, upright,
white bronze gone st on awhite bronze bess, with inscription on an inst pand of darker white bronze.

There are do a number of military heedgtones including Civil War and World War veterans  The eaxriiest military
heedgtones are marble, while more recent ones are bronze or polished granite. Many contain information about military
svice tha may not be reedily availabledsawvhere. The military heedgtoneof Harold F. Stearns (1886-1960), who
sved as asageat in the military police during World Wer 1, is abronze plague on polished granite besa

The most recent heedgtones, which are primarily in the new section &t the reer of the cametery, are of polished graniteina
vaiety of colorsand forms. They are typicaly upright dabsabout 30 feet tall, with dightly curving tops Mog are
sngle, but there are dso some double heeddones as well.

Nearly dl namesin the older part of Ok Hill are of English descent, with more diverse European heritage reflected in
newer sections Many of the family nemesfound a& North Bellingham are dso found a Ok Hill.

Archaeological Decription

While no andent Native American dtes have bean identified within the didtrict, Stesmay exist. Ten andient dtes ae
known in the generd area(within ane mile), including ane dte, the Wes Tarace Site (19-NF413), which nearly abuts
the northem boundary of the district. Maogt known dtesin the areaare located on upland terraces bordering the Charles
River, itstributary dreems and rdated wetlands. A Ste examination levd survey (Leveillee and Waler 1998)  hes bemn

(continued)
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completed for the West Tarace Site. That survey identified two loci, Locus 1 (100 square meters) and Locus 2 (250
uare melers), a the site. Locus 1 was determined to be asmall, short-duration, limited-activity campdte, containing a
moderdte to low dengty of chipping debris and aprojectile point tip. In the opinion of MHC staff. Locus 1 wes
conddered indigible for Nationd Regiger listing. Locus 2 was determined to be asmdl- to moderateszed Trangtiond
Archaic lithic workshop, containing a danse concentration of chipping debris in al gages of lithic manufecture, a broed
blade tool fragment, and abroken Orient projectile point. In the opinion of MHC staff. Locus 2 of the Wes Tarace Ste
wes conddered digible for Nationa Regiger listing. Neither Locus 1 and Locus 2 are located in the digtrict; however,
additiond smilar smal campstes and workshops could exig in the neerby nomineted area

Environmentd characteridics of the district represent locationd criteria (dope, soil drainege, proximity to wetlands) thet
are favorable for the presence of andent dtes. Both cemeteries oocupy aleve to modaratdy doping glacid outwesh plain
landform in dose proximity to wetlands. Soilsin the areaare excessvaly drained and sandy. The upper Charies River,
portions of which ae now dammed, lieswithin 1,000 feet eedt of the district. An unamed swvampland liesa smilar
digance to the northwest. The entire district and surrounding locde lies within the Charles River drainage, which drains
to the nartheest and Bogton Harbor. The Blackgtone River drainage lies gpproximatdy two to three miles south of the
district, and drains south to Narragenstt Bay.

Given the information presanted above, the Sze of the digtrict (3577 acres), grave excavaions, and known pettems of
Native American subdstience and settlement in the region, amoderate to high potentia exigts for locating significant
andent Native American resourcesin the didtrict. The presence of the West Terrace Site in dose proximity to the didtrict,
and in asmilar environmenta setting as the didtrict, supports this prediction.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeological resourcesin the digtrict a both the North Bdlingham and Oek
Hill Cameteries  Higtoric documentary sourcesindicate the district locae was unussd until both cemeteries weare
devdoped. Eighteenth and 19"-century cartographic sources available for the area do nat show ay higtoricland use in
thedigtrict. Structura evidence mey survive from outbuildings or shacks assodated with camngery operation and
mantenance in the didtrict. The only structures currently known and located in the district are two adjacent tombs located
a the North Bdlingham Cemetery. Further historica reseerch, combined with archaeologica survey and testing, can hdp
locate unmarked graves and grave markers, and document the assodiations betwean existing gravestones and actud
gaves Known and unmarked graves should represant the mogt common archaeologica resource in the digtrict.
Individua graves mey indude skdletd remains, in addition to clothing and other persond items interred with eech
individual. Funerary objects, including coffin remeins and artifacts assodated with the initid interment(s) and later
memoarids, mey d0 be presant with individuads or groups of graves A grave shaft discerneble in the soil dratigraphy
should be present with individud and multiple interments. Commemorative graves ey lack bd ow-ground burid
features, and contain burid Monuments only. Pog molds mey do be present from older fence lines that marked the
boundaries of eech canglery and groups of graves. Archaeologicd testing may d<o identify heed and footstones that are
overgrown and presently not visible on the surface.

(end)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
pplica . . .
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for (Enter categories from instructions.)
National Register listing.) Art

. ) Community Planning and Development
A Property is associated wth events that have made a

significant contribution to the broad patterns of our Social History
history.

e B Propeny Is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

d of a type, period, or method of construction or Period of Significance
represents the work of a master, or possesses high
artistic values, or represents a significant 1712-1962
and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.
e D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield. Information Significant Dates

Important In prehistory or history.
P P i i 1712 First reported death date at North

Bellingham cemetery

1719 Town of Bellingham established
Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 1849 Oak Hill Cemetery established
Property is: Significant Person
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

A Owned by a religious Institution or used for religious
purposes.

NA

B removed from Its original location. .

g Cultural Affiliation

C abirthplace or grave. NA

D acemetery.

E I ilding, object, or str re. . .
a reconstructed building, object, or structure Architect/Builder

F acommemorative property. Joseph Barber/Barbur, stone carver

G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
within the past 50 years.

Period of Significance (justification)
The period of significance extends from 1712, the date of the first reported burial, to 1962, the 50-year cutoff
Criteria Considerations (explanation, if necessary)

Criteria condderation D gppliesto both cameteriesin thisnomination.
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SECTION 8 - SIGNIFICANCE

SUMMARY PARAGRAPH

North Bellingham and Oek Hill Cameeries retain integrity of location, design, setting, meterias, workmanship, fedling,
and assodiation. They medt Nationd Regiger CriteriaA ad C, as well as Criteria Condderation D for cameteries, witha
locd leve of significance. Together thetwo camderies reflect the broad pattems of the town's history, from settiement in
the eerly 1700s to the present. They meat Criterion A as the burid place of many of the town founders, as well &8
veterans of multiple wars and nearly 300 yearsof Bdlingham resdents  Both cemetaries meat Criterion C and Criteria
Condderation D as represantatives of evolving syles of burid ground design and cametery devd opment, from the
Colonid period through the 19" century & North Belingham, and the Victorian period to the presant a Oek Hill. The
gravestones & North Bdlingham indude examples of 18™ and early 19"-cantury funerary art on predominantly date
heedgtones, while & Oek Hill, the heedgones and family monuments are primarily marble and indludelate 19" and 20*'
century gyles and moatifs.

NARRATIVE STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Areas of Significance
Criterion A: Broad Patterns of History

North Belingham and Oek Hill Cemeteries which are trested as a Sngle district in this nomination, met Criterion A as a
rich repogtory of the higtory of the community and itsresdents  North Bdlingham Cameery isthe town's ddest burying
ground, predating the incorporation of the town in 1719, with the eerliest reported desth dete of 1712 Although their
heedgtones are no longer extant, many of the sattlers of the community were buried a North Belingham including: —
Johnson (d. 1715), Bennoni Tomson, (d. 1719), Dr. John Corbet (d. 1727), and Pdatiah Smith (d. 1727).

Pdatiah Smith wastypicd of the founding meambars of the smal community. His will listshisas ablackamith by trade,
hut he wes d0 the first town derk of Bdlingham and owned 200 acres of land neer the cametery. Severd phiyddians who
were prominent in the community were buried & North Bdllingham, including Dr. John Corbet and his son of the same
name buried in 1794, as wel as Or Samud Scammdl (d.1805). Elnathan Wight (d. 1761) was ane of Bdlingham's early
Baptists, who  became the first Baptist minister of Bdllingham.

The epitaphs a North Bdlingham provide a poignant window into early lifein the community. There are alarge number
of infant desths—often multiple infants within asngle family, asin the Smith family, whaose Gothic monument
commamaraes the deeth in the 1840s of three children a& ayoung age  Lois Holbrook died in 1799 a age 27, and wes
buried with her child in her ams  Disseses auch andlpox weare a condant danger. Silas Pennimean, who died in 1777 a
age 26, was one of many Revolutionary War soldierswho  succumbed to the dissese |10 many casssy thosewho survived
beyond infancy lived into old age, such es Mary Hy ward, who died in 1814 & the age of 102

North Belingham Cameey is the ddest and largest historic cametery in the community, arare surviving remnant from
the eariy yearsof a town that hes recently undergone rapid growth and change. Other hitoric cemeteries in Bdlingham
incdlude: South Bdlingham Cemetary on Cantre Streat (1717, and acogated by the town in 1756); Canter Cameery (1778);
Rakeville Camaay (ca 1830); and Scammdl Cametay on Grove Stret, asmdl ceamgery with the earliest extant done
dated 1830.

(continued)
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Ok Hill Cameery wiss established in 1849 as aprivate cameery, and remans ectivetoday. Many of the family nemes
found & North Belingham are dso found a& Oek Hill. They incdlude: Adams, Cook, Hayward, Hill, Holbrook, Partridge,
Penniman, Scammdl, Smith, Thayer and Thompson. Maogt are Anglo-Saxon, with a amdl number from other Europeen
ocountries that came to Bdlingham in the early 19" century to work in the mills. Oak Hill, & aprivate rather then public
cametary, represents an important sodid ideaof citizens assuming respongbility for afunction that hed previoudy bemn
the domain of the town. Private camearies were common in urben aress by the mid-19™" century, but were unusud in
amndl townslike Belingham, where cametaries weretypically town-owned. Oek Hill was a surprisngly sophisticated
undertaking for aamdl group of citizensin the mid-19™ century, and hes continued to fulfill itsintended mission for over
160 years.

Criterion C: Design

The one-acre North Bdlingham Cangeay contains roughly 130 gravestones, three monuments, and two tombs, s well a8
anumbe of footgones and fragments. Itisan early 18"-century burid ground where buridswere initialy aranged ina
random manner. Thedeariy defined rowsof heeddonesin the westem section of North Bdlingham Cameay maey
represent relocation of earlier heedgones pahgosas part of an early "burid ground improvement” project.

Mog sgnificant & North Belingham isthe design of the eerly gravestones, which represant a range of carving syles ad
motifs. Seven heedgtonesfrom North Bdlingham were photographed in the 1970s by gravestone expearts Danid and
Jedelie Farber, and were indudedin the Farber Gravestone Callection, an online photographic collection besed & the
American Antiquarian Sodety in Worchester, Massachusdits, that documents thousands of didtinctive early gravesones in
southem New  England. Five of thesewere early 18™-century heeddoneswith cruddy carved lettering, which were
deteriorated a the time and are no longer identifiable.

The other two, the John Partridge (d.1791) and Polly Coombes (d.1795) heeddtones, are till extant and digplay the soul
effigy, or winged face that wes popular a the end of the 18" century. The Partridge and Coombes soneswere carved by
Joseph Barbur, J.(1731-1812), aprolific gone carver from West Medway, just north of Belingham. Barbur is
particularly known for his soul effigies and for his skilled trestment of the abdract frondlike desgnsin the Sde pands of
the gravestones carved in amore persond style.

Michedl Cornish, in hisarticle "Josgph Barbur Jr., the Frond Carver of West Medway,” destribes Barbur's mature work es
having two mgjor influences. He describes Barbur's soul effigies as representing the maindream of gravestone design,
while the frondwork was an origind interpretation of the uge of abdract designs that digplays aunique persond Syle of
frond petterns that display aunique interplay offigureand ground. Cornish cites the Polly Coombes heeddtoneas a
particularly good example of Barbur's meture work. Hedso indicates thet in 1983 there were twel ve heeddones caved
by Barbur & North Bellingham and Ok Hill Cameleries However, due to the extensve biologica growth thet covers
many of the Sonesa Bdlingham North illegible, it isdifficult to evduate how many of these are extant.

Ok Hill Cametay dearly illugrates mid-to-late 19™-century cemglery design and devdopment in itsrectilinear spatia
organization, and the presence of family lotsrather than the individual gravesfound in eariy burid grounds like
Bdlingham North. Oek Hill ismodes, wel-maintained private cangery wherethe origina layout isstill deerly evident.
At Ok Hill, magt of the heedgtones and monuments are mechine mede, and are representative of a type and period rather
than uniqueworksof at.

Period of Significance
The period of dgnificance extendsfrom 1712, when the first burid is reported to have occurred a North Bellingham,

(continued)
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through 1962, which corresponds with the 50year cut-off esteblished by the Nationd Regider. Thesetwo camdaies
represent nearly 300 yearsof town higory and are among the oldest extant physica evidence of the community.

Level of Significance

North Bellingham and Ok Hill Cametaries are both are significant & the locdl level. North Bdlingham contains eariy
documentation of the history of the community, as well as examples of a wide range of funerary art. Oek Hill isa mid
19"-century private cemetay with awel-articulated rectilinear plan organized around the origind 50 family lots, with
later additions & the rear.

Summary/Conelusions

Burid grounds and cameteries such as the two described in this nomination are among the oldest and richest culturd and

higtoric records of a community. They provide information about pest gengrations and tell the sory of evolving atitudes
towards desth and burial. The diversity represanted by these two cemeteries reflects the unique and identifiable quality

oedid to Bdlingham.

The dignificance of these two adjacent cemeteries restson their ability to convey the essence of a pecific type, period,
ad gyle; the high quality of some of the hesddone designs the variety of heedgonesand monuments, and thalr
harmonious rdationship to each ather and their surroundings. Despite diminished integrity causad by loss of dder dones
a North Bdlingham, these two cemeteries are significant artifactsin the history of Bdlingham. Oek Hill Camaay istill
in ective uss but the recant burids are concentrated in two new sections & the reer of the cametery and do not have an
impeact on the overdl integrity of the ditrict.

CONTEXT: CEMETERIES IN MASSACHUSETTS

Theearlies New England burid grounds were literally bone yards theat reflected the auderity and difficulty of life during
the Puriten era. They were often located on infertile or Ieftover land, and some were usad as pedures, adding to their
unkempt gopesrance May early graveyards hed only afew graves, which often faced west towards the setting sun, but
were otherwise laid out with little forma organization. The overdl gppearance weas barren, with uneven topography,
rough gress, few trees and no atempt a embdlishment.

As towns grew beyond afew families, they begen to estabdlish municipa burid grounds. Some were located adjacent to
medinghousss or on commons while athers, like North Bellingham, were situated in more isolated locations. As
communities became more established, burid markers, which hed initially bean roughfiel dstoneswith cruddy carved
inscriptions, became more refined. During the 18" century. New England established agrowing tradition of date carving
by skilled atisans  Markers during this period often hed imegesof winged skulls, known as soul effigies, and
hourglasses Inscriptions typicaly reed, "Here liesthe body of . . ." reflecting the rgjection of bodily resurrection.

Towardsthe ed of the 18" century, idess about desth and burid begen to dhange as Unitarianism replaced rigid Puritan
bdiefs. Attitudes towards desth and the afterlife began to reflect acautious optimism that became evident in the burid
grounds of New England. Buridsno longer faced west but were oriented eedt towards the rising aun. Gravestones
remeined modly date, but the iconography dhanged to reflect the new optimism. Soul effigies and angds offered mare
positive images and were soon upplemented by urns, willows and other symbals of hope. Inscriptions took on a different

tone ass well. "Dedicated to the memary of ..." implied apamanat legacy, even though the body wes departed.

(continued)
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By theearly 19" century, burid grounds became larger than they hed been a century earlier and begen to reflect the
orderliness that was vaued in New  England during the Federd period. They were no longerfiel dswith afew scattered
graves but contained rows of heeddones and someimes footstones. The landacape remiained rough and unedomed,
dthough the burid ground might have been endased by afiel dstonewal or wooden fence.

In the 19" century, the population of Massachusattsinareesed dramatically. The growth of urben arees contaminated the
ar and water, with aresultant rise in epidemics thet caussd high death rates. The crisis became particularly serious in
Baogton, where the burid grounds were serioudy overcrowded with no goece remaining for burids. Theseissues weare
do reflected in ather citiesand towns, prompting a new gpproach to the design of buriad grounds cdled the rurd
camnegay movamat, which provided assurancethat the deed could be interred and their remains would not ke disturbed.

Oreof the eariiest and modt successtul examples was the Mount Auburn Cametery (NHL), esteblished in 1831 A private
cangay goanning the Cambridge- Watertown line, it crested a new busness modd as well as anew landscape aesthetic.
While mogt cemeteries weare not as large or sophidticated as Mount Aubum, miany of the principles soon goreed to amdl
carderies such as Oek Hill, wherethe ideaof family lots, burid in perpetuity, and private, rether then public, ownership
were dearly reflected. A centrd pramise of this movement wss that burid grounds were no longer conddered desdlate
places to be avoided, but placesof solace to the living as well as pameanent resting placesfor the deed.

In the latter part of the 19" century, marble began to reglace date as the preferred materid for heedgones and monuments
becauseit was eeder to carve into more complex and sophidicated designs  1conography evolved as well, with dassica
forms such as obdisks, and imagary that reflected the sentimentdity of the Victorian era By the late 19" century, granite,
often with a polished surface, replaced marble as the preferred materid, a trend that continued through the 20" century,
and which isevident in the newer sections a the reer of Ok Hill.

TOWN AND SITE HISTORY

Bellingham, which islocated a the far southwestern end of Norfolk County in eest-centrd  Massachusetts wes part of the
Dedham land grant of 1636.  The remate area was rocky and difficult to farm, 0 it remaned unsettled until after King
Phillip's War, which ended in 1676. The land wes divided betwean Mendon and Wrrentham in 1714, dthough therewere
few trangportation routes and only about 40 familiesin the Belingham areaa thetime. Many were Baptigts and Quekars
who rgected the rigid Puritan religion that prevailed in more settled parts of Massachuseits Bdlingham wes established
asatown in 1719, and wes named for Sr Richard Belingham (1591-1672), third govemor of the Massadhusdits Bay

Colony.

North Belingham Cametery, the ddest and largest historic cemetery in Bdlingham, pre-dated the founding of the town.
George Farbanks Partridge, in his 1919 higory of the town, reported that in 1712 the Hayward family owned farmland
near North Bellingham Camngery and thet "The ane [cametery] a North Bedlingham wasin usein 1718, for it is
mentioned in a ded as "the burying place” There were eight heedtonesby 1727. Thefi rstCongregationd
medinghouse was built in 1720 but it wes didtended in 1756 due to poor location and Baptist /Quaker resgance. In
1744, Baptigs built their ovn medtinghouse, one of the few Baptist medinghouses in Massechusdits a the time, and wes
adso usd for town medtings

Bdlingham was primarily agriculturd during itseariy years, and remained smdl and struggling through the Colonid
period. There weare 462 inhabitants listed in the 1765 canaus with much of the early settlement in the northern part of
town dong Hartford Avenue. Rufus Fairbanks, author of an 1884 higtory of the town, wrote: "The public busnessp to
thetime of the Revolution gopears to have bean the sttlement of town lines and the condderation of church affairs.”

(continued)
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In 1784, there were thare weretwo gristmills, two sawmills, and one fulling mill, but there wes little waterpower
avalable. Roeds were poor <0 there wiss little trade, and resdents dgpended on the land and smdl homebesed businesses
By thistime, the inhabitants were about equaly divided betwean Congregationdids, mogt of whom atended churchin the
Wes Parish of Medway, and Beptigts, who hed achurch and minister in Bedlingham.

In many Massachusatts communities, early residents identified more strongly with their village or neighborhood then with
their municipality, 0 it was nat unusud to have multiple burid grounds inasmadl community. Thiswasthe caee in
Belingham, where the community wes fragmented by sectarian differences and there was no deer village canter, resulting
in amal cemeeries scattered throughout the community. North Bellingham, the odldest cametary in town, wes followed in
1717 by South Bdlingham Cemetery, which became town-owned in 1756; land for Center Cametary wes given in 1788;
Rakesville Cametary wes esablished in 1830; and in 1839 land wes givenfor Scammdl Cemetary. All of these later
cardeies ae smdler than North Bellingham.

Partridge wrote a description of thetown in 1784:

"Thetrade isvery smdl; people dgpend on the land and some mechenicd employments Almogt every
family is provided with apair of looms by which they meke nearly enough clothing for themsdves. The
number of farmsisabout 80. The inhabitants are about equaly divided between the Congregationd and
Baptist pasuasions  The latter have ahouseand asettled minister. The principd part of the
Congregationdigts in 1747 was incorporated with the West Parish of Medway.”

The population grew during the Federd period with establishment of amdl-scde miills a North Bdlingham and Caryville,
followed by boat and shoe production by 1830. Hartford Avenue, where North Bdlingham Candery islocated, became
amgor eeg-west route through the community. By the mid-19" century, population of the town weas about 1,300, ad
induded asmadl Irish populaion. Boots, shoes and amdl tools were produced in the town's factories. A Universdig
Sodiety wes formed by 1794, and a Congregationd Sodidty in 1821, which mergad with the Universdigtsin 1825. A
Universdig medtinghouse was begun in the 1790s but not completed, and a Federd-gyle Baptist medinghouse wes built
in 1826, with a Baptist chapd built by the mill owners in North Bdlingham in 1847 continuing the tradition of rdatively
liberd denominations in town.

In the 18405 as North Belingham Cametery begen to fill up, agroup of resdents from the northern part of town
egdablished Ok Hill Cameery, and laid out avery different type of cematay than the town's older buriad grounds, which
grew organicaly in an informal way as burid goeoe was nesded. In addition to being private. Osk Hill wes adesigned
camdery, bessd on the notion that families should be buried together in family lots rether than in random locationswithin
the cameery. A ssoondary  benefit was that the private owners might remain more actively involved in the careof the
cametary. Many of the original family nemesfound & North Bdlingham dso ocour & Oak Hill. Theeindude Adams
Cook, Darling, Hill, Holbrook, Partridge, Scatt, Thayer, and Thompson.

The charter dgned onMay 7, 1849 summiized the purpose of the new cametery.
"We the undersgned being desirous of forming an assodidion for the enlargement of the Burid Ground
in the northerly part of Bellingham, jointly and severdly agreeto pey for the payment of land, fencing
and fixing the same in such manner s isthought proper by said assodiation or by a Committee chosen by
sad assodiation heredfter, the severd assesamants mede by sad assodiation or by their Commiitteeto a
treeaurer heresfter chosen by said assodiaion to accomplish the above named purpose”
Eaiy tasksof the cangery assodaion wereto dear the Ste of treesand leve the grounds to lay out the cametery in 50

(continued)
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family lots, to endose the cameery with afence, and to transact the businessof the assodiation, including sdlling of lots.
Thegyleof Ok Hill wasvery different than thet of North Belingham. Many of the lot owners chaseto build curbing
aound their lotsto define the area. There were somefamily monuments, as well as individual heeddones Mable wes
the predominant materid during the early yearsof the cametery.

After the grong dgart that iswell documented in the Osk Hill Camatery Association's early records, the cangary fell into
disrepair in the late 19" century. It was reorganized in 1893, with anew condtitution establishing governance by a board
of three trugteesto be chosan a the annud medting of the assodiation. Their charge wes "to attend to proper
mancgamat’ of the cametery. Thethree trustees each hed a pecific posgition: the secretary was respongible for record
kegping and natice of Medtings, the treeaurer recaived funds and paid bills, and the superintendent of grounds wes
regpongble for maintenance and upkesp.

As with many smdl organizations run by volunteers. Osk Hill records are scarcefor much of the 20" century. By the
mid-1900s, mogt of the land in the origind eight lot sections a Ok Hill hed been sold. 101949, the cametery assodiation
acquired a amdl diver of land & the reer of the cametery, and a new section wss laid out perpendicular to the origina
eight sections (se mgp 5).  Thefirst burid in the new section occurred in 1961.

In early 20™ century textile mills continued production but remained the only indugtry in town, drawing an incressingly
diverse labor force. By late 20" century, the town's historic settlement pattemns were heavily impacted by suburben
devdopment dong the many highways, including Hartford Avenue. In the late 20™ century. Interdate route 4% wes built
ashort digance to the west of North Bdlingham and Oak Hill Cameteries, with resulting devdopment of large box sores
immediatdly to the west and widening of the road infront of Ok Hill. Depite theseintrusons, thetwo camderies ae
buffered by vegetation on three ddes which somewhat hdpsto presarve the rurd ambiance.

There isevidence of some gravestone repairs a North Bellingham that probably took plece in the late 0" century. Since
the Farbars documented gravestones & North Bdlingham in the 19705 there hes bean asignificant loss of heeddtones
There are many broken soneslying on the ground & North Belingham Camgtery and athers that are seveardy leening ad
a high risk of being damaged. Osk Hill, which isstill owned by aprivate cemetery assodiaion, hes hed varying leves of
caeove theyears but currently isin good repair.

Archaedlogical Sgnificance

Since pattems of andent Native American settlement in Bdlingham and the interior Charles River Bagin are pooriy
undergood, any surviving dStes could be significant. Severd dtes have bemn identified in these areas however, modt lack
information pertaining to content, interna configuration, culturd affiliations, and integrity. Systeméic culturd resource
as=matts ance the 1970s have contributed more intradite information for known gtesin the areg, particularly in upland
Zones characteridic of the Bdlingham locde. As aresult of recent reseerch, it is evident that upland zones played an
important rolein the andient Native subsgence and settlement pettans of the region. Ancient dtesfound in the digtrict
may hdp documant the internal composition of upland Stesand their locd and regiond importance. Native Stesin this
aeamay play an important rolein land-use patterns besad in more coedd aress to the eedt and northeet or to the wedt in
the Worcester Fateeu area Ancient Native American Stesin thisareamay d<o contain information that could hdp
clarify or tes the importanceof river drainege basnsto Native settlement and subssence modds. The North Bdlingham
and Ok Hill Carderies lie a the heedwatars of the Charles River drainage, neer its border with the Blackgone River
drainage flowing southerly to Narragansett Bay.  The Concord and Sudbury drainage which drains northeriy to the
Merimack River, and the Neponset drainege that flows northeegterly to Bogon Harbor are d<o located in this region.
Ancient Native stesin the digtrict locae may contribute information thet demondrates the extent to which these draineges
influenced the socid, culturd, and economic sygams of their Native inhabitants.

(continued)
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Higtoric archaedlogicd resources destribed above have the potentid to provide detailed information on the socid,
cultural, and economic pettensthat reflect much of Belingham's community history from the 18" through 19" centuries
Archaeologicd resources located a cameteriesin the digtrict can be epedidly important by providing information on
Belingham's ssttlement higtory in the early 18" and 19" centuries Many of the town's early founders were il living
during this period, agriculture wes still important, and 19"-century changesin camndgay design hed yet to take hold. The
North Bdlingham Cametery, including its monuments and graves, represantsan intact example of a municipaly owned,
ealy satlement period burid ground, and isone of the few surviving landscgpe fegtures assodated with Belingham's
founders and their families. Itisthe earlies cametery located in Bellingham. Many of Bellingham's earliest settlers
town leeders, and war veterans are buried in the North Bdlingham Cametery. Mogt of the cemetery's eariies donesare
locaed a the eestem ed of the cametery. Additional documentary research, combined with archeedlogicd survey and
testing within and around the current boundary of the cemeteries, may identify the full range of graves presant a baoth the
North Belingham Cametlery and Ok Hill Cemelery. Unmiarked graves mey exi<t, and the current pattem of the grave
dones mey nat, inevary indance, represent their actud placement.  Gravestones were frequently removed from older
cardagies then lae replaced, a times in different locations. The discrepancies bawean some heed and footstones hes
a0 been explained by their rdocation, passbly in the course of replacing vanddized dones Gravestonesweae dso
aetted as commamordive markers by desoendants of individuds after their deeths This scenario hes been odbsaved a
other burying grounds in Massachusetts, and hes been suggested for some burids & the Osk Hill Cametary.
Archaeologicd research can hdp identify these graves as well as latler unmiarked graves resullting from tolen, damaged,
and overgrown dones Eighteenth- and 19"-century unmarked graves may dso be presant, representing peupers ad
unknown parsons Archaeologicad research can dso hdp test the accuracy of the exigting boundaries & eech cametary.
Theseboundsmay not accuratdy  represent the actud cametery boundaries Some burids, possibly those of unknown
persons paupas or other indigent persons, maey have intentionally bean buried outdde the cemelery boundary.  Artifact
digtributions may a0 be present, assodated with funerary or memorid servicesfor specific individuds at ther time of
degth, or individuas and groupings of individuas (possbly families) a later dates

Much of the above information can be obtained through unobirusive archeeologica ressarch. That is, information can be
obtained by mapping artifact concentrations and the locations of features quch as grave shafts and pogt molds, without
disturbing actud skdetd remains  Remote-sansing research techniques might aso contribute useful information. Socid,
cultural, and economic information relating to the 18™ and 19"-century Bdlingham settlement can be obtained in this
menner; however, more detailed gudies can be implemented through the actud excavation of burids and their andysis
Ogedlogicd gudies of individuds interred & the buria ground havethe potentid to offer awedth of information relating
to the overdl phydca gopeasrance of the town's inhabitants, their occupations, nutrition, pathologies, and causes of degth.
This information can aso be used to determine the actuad number of individudss interred & the buria ground.
Ogeologica information can aso provide detailed information about the inhabitants of the community during a period
when written records ae rare or non-exisent.  The paucity of written records is especidly true for minority membars of
the community including Native Americans, African Americans, ad eariy Irish American immigrants. The overdl
context of the grave, including materid culture remains, can provide information on burid practices, rdigious beliefs,
eoconomic gatus family dructure, and numerous other topics relating to the individual, their soda/economic group, the
overd| sgttlement, and, the early Congregationd society.

END
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property  3.577 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.)

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1
Zone Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

Lat/Lon  Oak Hill cemetery 42.116407 -71.460036
North Bdlingham cameley 42116827 -71.459631

Verbal Boundary Description

This nomination indudes land in the northern part of Belingham, Massachusdtts that comprises Assessors Parod 0019
0002-000. The nomination indudesthe entire 3.577-acre parcd, which is occupied by two cemeteries North Bellingham,
which istown owned, and Gek Hill, which is privatdy owned. The areaiis located on Hartford Avenuejust esdt of
Interstate Route 495, and is surrounded by big box goreson the west, wetlands on the north, and a power line right-of-
way on the eedt.

Boundary Justification

North Belingham Cametery, about one acre, wes edtablished ca 1712 and hes bean town owned for nearly 200 years.
Ok Hill Cemetery, about two and a haf acres wes acquired by the Ok Hill Camelery Association in 1849, and ramains
in private ownership. Burids no longer occur & North Bdlingham, but Ok Hill remainsan active cametery. The two
cametgies share a Sngle aooess drive that runsaong the front of the property.

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte  Shary Page Berg, preservation consultant with Betsy Friedberg, MHC NR Director

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date August 2012

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470

city ortown Boston state MA zip code 02125-3314
e-mail betsv.friedberqfSjstate.ma.us
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Property Owner:
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Bdlingham, Bdlingham  Attn: Town Adminigtrator Denis Fraine (for North Belingham Cemetery)

street & number Municipa Center, 10 Mechanic Stregt telephone  508-657-2802
city or town Bdlingham sate MA zip code 02019

name Ok Hill Cametery Association Attn: Julie Thompson, Presdent (for Oek Hill Cemetery)
street& number 1051 South Main Sregt telephone 508-928-2862
city ortown Bédlingham sate MA zip code (02019

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

e« Maps: AUSGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. Key all
photographs to this map.

» Continuation Sheets
* Additional items: (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items.)
Photographs:

Submit clear and descriptive photographs. The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels at 300 ppi (pixels per inch)
or larger. Key all photographs to the sketch map.

Name of Property: North Bellingham and Oak Hill Cemetery

City or Vicinity: Bellingham
County: Norfolk Statee MA
Photographer: Shary Berg

Date Photographed: May 2011

North Bellingham Cemetery, overview, eastern section, looking NW

North Bellingham Cemetery, overview, westem section, looking NE
North Bellingham Cemetery, perimeter wall, toms, monument

North Bellingham Cemetery, Polly Coombes headstone, looking E
Os&k Hill Cemetery, overview looking NE

Oak Hill Cemetery, typical headstones, looking NE

Ok~ WDN
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MAPS

* \WOON-SOCKET

Map 1 - Bellingham in 1919, from Partridge's Bellingham 1719 - 1919. Circle shows location of North Bellingham
and Oak Hill Cemeteries.
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Map 3- 2011 Assessors Map of Parcel 0019-0002-000, which includes both cemeteries. Town of Bellingham.
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Map 5-1995 map of Oak Hill Cemetery by K.Stockton. The original eight sections are located at the bottom and the new
section is at the top of the map. Courtesy of Oak Hill Cemetery Association.
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North Bellingham and Oak Hill Cemeteries
Name of Property

Norfolk, MA
County and State

North Bellingham Cemetery and Oak Hill Cemetery National Register Nomination Data Sheet

Photo

14

56

Historic Name

North Bdlingham
Cardey
(MHC#801)

Ock Hill Cemetery
(MHC#800)

Perimeter Wall

Security Fence

Circulation System

Tombs

Hagpole
Adams/Barber
Monument

Smith
Monument

Bryant Obelisk

John Partridge
Headgtone

Polly Coombes
Heedgone

Grace Holbrook
Heaedgtone

Josgph Holbrook
Heaedgtone

Luke Holbrook
Headgtone

Nathan Penniman
Heaedgtone

Location
Eagtem part of
district
Westem part of
district

Encompassss both
cameteries

Sdes ad rear of
cemeeies

Encompesses both
cameteries

North Bellingham
Cardeay

Along Hartford
Avenue

North Bellingham
Cardeay

North Bellingham
Cardeay

North Bellingham
Cardeay

North Bellingham
Carday
North Bdlingham
Cardeay

North Bellingham
Cardey

North Bellingham
Cardeay

North Bellingham
Cardey

O&k Hill Camaary

Description/Malerial

One-acre cardeary

Two and ahdf-acre
camgeay

Sonewall, various
construction.

Approx 8 tal chan link.
Entrance and intema road
system

19" century tombs

North Bellingham
Aluminum

Granite with marble pands

Sandgione monument

Marble obdisk

Sate heedstone with winged

face, attributed to Joseph
Barbur, J.

Sate heedsone attributed to
Joseph Barbur, X.

Sae heeddone with
abdract floral motifs

Sae heedgtone with
abdract floral motifs

Sae heedstone with
abdract floral motifs

Sae heedgone with willow
and uni motifs

Date

Cal712

1700s
present

Late 20*
century

Ca 1850
Oreisca
Lae 20™
century
C1807

19¢ century

19* century

17

179

1785

175

Type
Ste

Ste

Structure

Structure

Structure

Structure

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object

Object

Satus

C

NC
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North Bellingham and Oak Hill Cemeteries

Name of Property

Slocomb Family
Monument

Olive Benedict
Headstone

"Elmer" Headstone
Asa Hill
Headstone

Harold F. Stearns
Headstone

Oak Hill
Cemetery

Oak Hill
Cemetery

Oak Hill
Cemetery

Oak Hill
Cemetery

Oak Hill
Cemetery

Tall granite obelisk

Marble headstone

Small marble headstone
with floral motif

White bronze headstone
Bronze military

headstone on granite
base

Norfolk, MA

County and State
c. 1870s Object
1869 Object
19" cent. Object
1892 Object
1960 Object

Note: The district datasheet lists representative examples of headstones and monuments but does not include every

feature within the district.

28



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT CF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI ON RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI O\ NOM NATI ON

PROPERTY  North Bellingham Cemetery and Qak Hill Cenetery
NAME :

MULTI PLE
NAME :

STATE & GANTY: NASSACHUSETTS, Norfol k

DATE RECEl VED. 8/ 10/ 12 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:  9/07/12
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 9/ 24/ 12 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 9/ 26/ 12

DATE G- VEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 12000819

REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL : N DATA PRCBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS.
O'H=R N PDI L: N PER OO N PR3E3RAM UNAPPROVED
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLRDRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
OMWHNT VAl VER N

AT RETURN REJECT ' j 2- BATE
ABSTRACT/ SUMARY COMMENTS

Entered in

The National Regiger

o
Higoric Places

RECCM / CR TER A

REVI EVEER DI SCI PLI NE

TELEPHONE DATE

DOCUMENTATI CN see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If anomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, the
nom nation i s nolonger under considerationbytheNPS.
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RECFiVFO 7280

AG 10 2ui2n

NAT. RISTEK OF hoGriC RAES
NAIONAL. PR SFRIE
The Commonwedlth of M assachusstts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Augugt 1, 2012 M assachusetts Historical Commission

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Haces
Depatment of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Enclosed plessefind the following nomination form:
North Bellingham and Osk Hill cemeteries Bellingham (Norfolk), MA

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes bean Sgned by the
Sate Higtoric Presarvaion Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Four letters of support have been received.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Encdlosure

(o0 Michad Comnor, Chair, Bdlingham Boerd of Sdecimen
Marda Crooks, Bdlingham Higtorica Commisson
Julie Thompson, Ok Hill Camaary Asodaion
Jares Haughey,Bdlingham Camgay Committee & Sedons

Sy Pe Bayg, conautat
Sacy Wegdn, Patrida Buckley, Bdlingham Planning Boad

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 « Fax:(617)727-5128
www. state, ma us/sec/mhc



Town of Bellingham RECEIVED

CEMETERY COMMITTEE MR 29 20

And MASS HIST. COVM
SEXTONS

26 Blackgtone Street / DPW Building
Bdlingham, MA 02019
FB8965313
Jres Hagey, Crammen
FaxasE Catie, Vice Cramen
William A. Soes, .
August 11, 2009

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

Nationa Regiger Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, Massachusetts 02015

RE: Bdlingham North Cemetery - Historica Registry
Ms. Friedberg:

The Bellingham Massachusetts Cemetery Committee wishes to express their support of the efforts of
its citizens to get our North Cemetery under the protection of the National Register of Historic Places.

This cemetery was inexigence as "The Burying Place’ before the town was formed in 1719, and,
contains the remains of the founding familiesand Revolutionary War Soldiers who answered the
Alarm of April 19, 1775. The Town took over the cemetery in the 1700sand hes continued to maintain
its grounds.

An October 2009 Town Mesting capita request to rehabilitate some of the eadly repairable grave
markers a North and other Town cemeteriesisbeing co-gponsored by this Committee as well as the
Historical Commisson and Office of the Veteran's Agent.

This Committee and the Town acknowledge the debt of gratitude we owe to those soldiers interned in
our cemeteries, and our responsibility to maintain and protect their final resting place.

Thank you for consdering the Bellingham North Cemeatery as aHistoric Flace.

Sincerdy,

JamnesHaughey
Charman Bdlingham Cemeatery Committee & Sextons

K:\Caeday ComVLetteriKid Noifii Higoncd Ragdoc



RECEIVED

MR 29 2D

Agdli/mMA(mi A M N eal M (mmilSw™ MASS HIST. GGV

Toyvn Hall
Bellingham, MA 02019

Frank Haey

4 Argpahoe Road
Bellingham, MA 02019

September 5, 2009

To; Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
220 Morrissey Boulevard
Boston, Massachusetts0212

Dear Director Friedberg,

The Bellingham Historic Commission certainly supports Mr. Haley's efforts
to put the "North Bellingham Cemetery" located on Hartford Avenue on the
Massachusetts Historical Register.

NORTH BELLINGHAM CEMETERY

Thiscemetery was inuse in 1718 and is mentioned as "the buryingplace "
in early deeds. Many of Bellingham's early settlers are buried here. Inthis
cemetery isthefamous Polly Coombs grave stone. Thisgrave stone rubbing
has beenfeatured on television and has been written about in books
because of it's unusual markings on top of the stone. This cemetery also
contains many graves of Revolutionary War Veterans. There are many
gravestones at the cemetery that consist of dlate quarried locally.

Anyfurther information thatyou may need, please contact me at the
Bellingham Historical Commission, 3 Common Sireet, Bellingham, MA
02019 or call me at 1-508-966-5838.

~ncerehy™y
Emest Taft

Chairman
Bellingham Historical Commission



RECEIVED
JUL 26 A0
MASS. HIST COVM

OAK HILL CEMETERY ASSOCL\TION
HARTFORD AVENUE
BELLINGHAM, MA02019

fuly 6. 2010

Ms Besy Kricdbag

Massachusdls Higorical Commisson
220 Morrissey Boulevard

Bad >n. MA 02125

Dear Vis Fricdberu.

The Assodation membears of Oak Iliil C cmcier\ \ ded on March 29" a our annual board
meding lo allow Mr. Frank Haley lo gathe the information nesded for Oak Hill

Camdeay to heliged in the National Regdr>' of 1 ligorieal Places. lie hasresearched our
records and conducted many inlcr\ievs aswel took a Jbll inventory with pictures of the
gave marke's Heworked with the Bdlingham Higtorical Commisson to capture
infonnation on the li\es of ihc peopleregting on our cemetery.

Since 201 when this current board look o\ er the private cameer>" wc have worked
diligently to dean ihc grounds update records and recently dean the grave markers Tlie
lag saven yearsof voluntesrs have made a huge dilTarencelo our appearance The
Nationa Regisr\ would validate those efforts

Pleese congder Oak Hill Cameery for the National Regidry.

JulieF.. 1 hompson
Presdent. Oak Hill Ccmeter\ .Vsodialion



BECEIVEO

Town of BdJingbamMAY  ZP

BOARD OF ELECrMEIJASS HIST. COVM

10 Mechanic Stregt
Bdlingham, Massachuseits 02019
Te: 5089665800 * Fax:508-966-4425

May 10, 2012

Ms. Betsy Friedberg

Massachusetts Historical Commission

Office of the Secretary of the Commonwedlth
Massachusetts Archives Building

220 Morrissey Boulevard

Boston, MA 02125

Deaxr Ms. Friedberg:

On behdf of the Board of Sdectmen, | am pleasad to support the nomination of the North
Bellingham and Osk Hill cemeteries to the National Regiser of Historic PHlaces The
Bellingham Historical Commisson has worked with the Cemetery Trudees for severd
yearsto complete the application for consderation by your Commisson. Our community
is proud of these cemeteries and the dories they tell relative to the first familiesto settle in
our Town.

Unfortunately, we are unable to atend your hearing on June 13; however, we want to
assure you of our full support of this nomination and our commitment to the preservation
of these cemeteries.

Thank you for your consderation and we look forward to your decison.
Sincerdy,
Michadl J. Soter
Chairman

MJS/cfc " AN -

cc. Stacey Wetstein, Planning Board

Marcia Crooks, Bellingham Historical Commission
b Jdulie Thompson, Osk Hill Cemetery Association ,,



