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PATLAUAN NAME:

About thirty to forty feet from the sandy beach
in the center of Melekeok Municipality is the home

‘of Mr. Secharuleong., In front of this house, along

the main and only road of Melekeok, is a traditional
Palauan stone platform., On this nlatform stands

the Odalmelech monolith symbolizing an ancient god
and five other such symbolic monoliths, Since this
is w»rivately owned the whole area to the shoreline is
maintained resnectfully clean. The platform at one
time contained six immortant carved basaltic stones,
but now "Mengachui" has been removed.

The original collection of Melekeok Monoliths:

ENGLISH TRANSLATTON: SIZE:

Odalmelech
Iwaiuch
Orrengschais
Btanch
Mengachuil

Obadebusch

(height) (diameter)

Face of God Melech 8,61
Sargeant at Arms 8.9'
One Who Hears & Informs 41
Upstanding 3,41
Maneater 41
Trumpeter - Public Informant 5,3

B3e 71
3.7

21

The general condition of these monoliths is good and hardly altered by time

and weathering,

T
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance is based on the imnortance of

these monoliths in Palauan folk history and legend.

The legend has it that Odalmelech was the god of this
village of Ngermelech, the vresent Malekeok Municivality.
The other monoliths (names on the previous page) were
his councilmen. One afternoon, Odalmelech told his
(monolith) cohorts that he intended to lay huge stone
work ("Belura delngobel") the ground of the village,
They started bringing in big reef stones. They began
at the northeast side of the village (vresently
behind the schoolyaed). Stone work can still be
seen at the back of the school, Dawn was anproaching
and Odalmelech, seeing that they could not finish

. work in time was very angry. He called his monolith
crew together and told them of the shame of being
caught working in the morning sun. So he then ordered
the crew to carve the monoliihs, including himself, and set
them in their resnective vlaces., After this was done

he took all his crew and disanpeared.
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