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Boston North

1700
AREA FORVI NO,
182
Town Somerviiie

Address 8-10 Walnut Street

Historic Nare Somerviiie Journal Bids

Use: Present vacant

* Original newspaper publishing
DESCRIPTION
Date 1390

Source Samuel's Somerviiie ;Past and
Present
Style Rennaissance Revival/vernacula]
comm.ercial

Architect unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric

Outbuildings none

Major Alterations (with dates) vandalism

1980s

Condition onnr-1 air
Moved no Date n/a
Acreage less than one acre

Setting West side of VJalnut, near

Union Square, residential and

commercial surrounds, vacant |ots
al so.
Recorded by Gretchen G Schul er

Organization Mass. Historical Commissio

Dae September. 1988



NTOWL. REG STER (R TER A STATEMENT (i f  appl i cabl e)

The Somerviiie Journal Building i san important commercial buildingfor

its association with journalism i n Somerviiie. The building retains
integrity of location, design, materials, workmanship and association,
and i s architecturally and historically significant. Thus, t he
Somerviiie Journal Building fulfills Criteria A and C of the National
Register of Historic Places on thelocal Ilevel.

AHTEOUR. SGNHCINE Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate In terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Significant f orits association with theon-going local newspaper that

began i n 1870, this three-story building i s representative of small
business blocks built at theend of the 19th century. Constructed on a
raised basement separated by a brownstone stringcourse, the builidng

retains its corbelled cornice, the si xarcaded second/third story
wi ndows of | /| sash and a round headed thransom, its commercial store-
front windows, recessed entrance and sides of eight bays of 6/56 sash
with relieving arches.

HSITORCL SAONHCANE Explain the role omers played In |ocal or state history and how the
building relates tothe devel opnent of the conmunity:

Uni on Square was a commercial and transportation center of Somerviiie
from thelate—19th century and its growth paralleled that ofthe
residential and commercial development of the City. Many early
industries were established just south of Union Square and the |arge
farms were |ocated around Union Square f or access to the early

transportation routes. By the m d 1800s therailroad and horsecar
services were available i nUnion Square and by t he 1870s t hefarms were
subdivided and residential development of Prospect Hill was extensive.

At that time real estate speculators and prosperous businessmen engaged
in theconstruction of commercial blocks at Union Square.

The Somerviiie Journal was established i n 1870 and located i nthe Hill
Building i nUnion Square until 1894 when t he Somerviiie Journal Conpany
built this building at the bottom of Walnut Street i n Union Square.
The building was designed t o hold the new equipment including three
large fast-running presses, four jobpresses, and folding, cutting, and
mailing machines. At that time thelJournal employed fifty persons.

B Bl QR and/ or REFERENES

Bromely, GW Atlas of theCity of Somerviiie, 1895.
Samuel s, Edward A Somerviiie; Past and Present, Boston, 1897
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