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Town V7akef i el d
Addr ess 509 North Avenue

Hi storic Nane NA

Use: Present Dwelling
Ctiginal Dwelling

DESCRIPTION

Date c.1848

Source Visual analysis ,Ruth Woodbury
Style Greek Revival/early ltalianate
Architect NA

Exterior Wall Fabric Clapboards

Outbuildings None

Major Alterations (with dates) T'orch,

1 story ell on east added c. 1890

condition Fair

Moved Probably Date Unknown

Acreage Under pne acre _
Setting Faces weRt pt edap nf

ljf=ikpPiidp rpTiiPtpry

Recorded by Architectural Preservation
Associates

'Crganization Wakefield Historical

Comm ssi on
Date .March 1985



NATI ONAL REQ STER CR TER A STATEMENT (if appl i cabl e)

This small Geek Revival house i s awell preserved exanple of local
design for the period- especially i nitsconservative detailing.

It retains integrityiof design, materials, workmanship, feeling

and associationandneets Criterion Cof the NRP on the local level.

I"M\<) »A)8i/N tvUQI JitCEMOYY& as >”" Has (JvohcJbUj Icuu™® NiOvei -covw  'ih ONAlnod.

ARCHIIECTURAL SGNIHCANCE D-ascribe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of
other buildings within the community.

Brick and cement block foundations suggest this house was moved to its
site. It is a Ih story, frame Greek Revival house only three bays wide -
and one deep. The gable roof has a boxed cornice which is typical of
Wakefield's houses of that period and has returns above a wide frieze.
Simple, plane door and window surrounds were probably never more
elaborate. There is 6/1 sash in the windows which would originally

have been 6/6. A central chimney follows the Wakefield conservative

pattern.

HISTCRICAL SGNIHCANCE Explain the role owners played in locad or state history and how the

building relates to the devdopment of the comrunity..p®e ice companies were an extensive
presence in Wakefield on both lakes. On Lake Quannapowitt their holdings
in the second half of the 19th c. ran from the southwest corner of the
lake north almost to Reading on the Lake side and a somewhat shorter
distance on the west side of North Avenue. Some of their land was sold
to Lakeside Cemetery in 1846 and individual lots and streets were laid
out and built upon including this lot. An 1848 plan shows the cemetery's
move to ice company property and shows between the edge of the then
smaller cemetery and Grove Street (now North Ave.) that there were two
streets. Cemetery and Centre, with houses on them whose property has
since been absorbed by the cemetery. 1t would appear that this house
may have been built ¢.1840 and moved before 1869 although probably
earlier. Grove St. became Railroad Ave. before 1874 and North Ave. about
1903. On both sides of the street residents were mainly Irish coming to
Wakefield from the 1850s to work in the rattan and shoe factories.
Dennis 0'Connell'who lived here was born in Ireland and is listed as a
shoemaker in the 1869 Directory.

BIBLIOGRAIBY and/or REFERENCES
Middlesex County Registry of Deeds, Filed Plan 349,Plan Book 4B page 71,
Wakefield Historical Society, Vertical Files, Ruth Woodbury's Notes.
Maos of 1874 (D.0'Connell), 1889 (O'Connell), 1906 (Mary O'Connell).

Directory of 1869.
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REQUESTED ACTION NOM NATI ON -
PRCPERTY House at 509 North Avenue
NAME

MALTI PLE  Wakefield MRA

NAME

STATE & GANTY: MSSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEI VED: 5/ 23/ 89 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 6/ 06/ 89
DATE CF 16TH DAY: 6/ 22/ 89 DATE CF 45TH DAY: 7/ 07/ 89

DATE (F WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE N JMBER 89000746
NM NATAR STATE
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materials

descriptive text

S| GNI FI CANCE
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Specific dates Buil der/ Architect

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
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conpl et eness

clarity

applicable criteria
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cont ext

relationship of integrity to significance
justification of exception
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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