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AREA FORM NO. 

D 345 

Town V7akef i e l d 

Address 509 North Avenue 

Historic Name NA 

Use: Present 

Ct ig ina l 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c .184 8 

D w e l l i n g 

D w e l l i n q 

Source V i s u a l a n a l y s i s ,Ru th Woodbury  

Style Greek R e v i v a l / e a r l y I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect NA 

Exterior Wall Fabric C lapboards " 

Outbuildings None 

Major Alterat ions (with dates) T'orch , 

1 s t o r y e l l on eas t added c . 1890 

condition F a i r 

OTM REFERENCE 19/328970/470 8250 

USGS QDADRANGLE R e a d i n g , Mass.  

SCALE 1:25 ,000 i 

Moved P r o b a b l y Date Unknown 

Acreage Under pne acre _ 

Setting Faces weRt p t̂ edap n f 

Ijf=ikpPiidp rpTiiPtpry 

Recorded by A r c h i t e c t u r a l P r e s e r v a t i o n 
A s s o c i a t e s  

'Crganization W a k e f i e l d H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission 

Date .March 1985 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

This small Greek Revival house is a well preserved example of l o c a l 
design for the period- especially i n i t s conservative d e t a i l i n g . 
I t retains i n t e g r i t y i o f design, materials, workmanship, feeling 
and association and meets C r i t e r i o n C of the NRHP on the local l e v e l . 
/^r\<) »A)8i/^ tvUQi JitC£^oYy& as >^ Has (JvohcJbUj Icuu^ /viOvei -(\OYV\ 'ih O^i^lnoJ. 

ARCHIIECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE D-ascribe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the community. 

B r i ck and cement block foundat ions suggest t h i s house was moved t o i t s 
s i t e . I t i s a I h s t o r y , frame Greek Rev iva l house on ly three bays wide -
and one deep. The gable roof has a boxed corn ice which i s t y p i c a l o f 
W a k e f i e l d ' s houses o f t h a t p e r i o d and has r e tu rns above a wide f r i e z e . 
Simple, plane door and window surrounds were p robably never more 
e l abo ra t e . There i s 6 /1 sash i n the windows which would o r i g i n a l l y 
have been 6 /6 . A c e n t r a l chimney f o l l o w s the Wakef i e ld conse rva t ive 
p a t t e r n . 

HISTCRICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in locad or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comrunity. .p^e ice companies were an ex tens ive 

presence i n Wakef ie ld on both l akes . On Lake Quannapowitt t h e i r ho ld ings 
i n the second h a l f o f the 19th c. ran from the southwest corner o f the 
lake n o r t h almost to Reading on the Lake side and a somewhat sho r t e r 
d i s tance on the west s ide o f Nor th Avenue. Some o f t h e i r land was so ld 
t o Lakeside Cemetery i n 1846 and i n d i v i d u a l l o t s and s t r ee t s were l a i d 
out and b u i l t upon i n c l u d i n g t h i s l o t . An 1848 p lan shows the cemetery 's 
move to ice company p roper ty and shows between the edge of the then 
smal ler cemetery and Grove S t r ee t (now North Ave.) t h a t there were two 
s t r e e t s . Cemetery and Centre , w i t h houses on them whose p rope r ty has 
s ince been absorbed by the cemetery. I t would appear t h a t t h i s house 
may have been b u i l t c.1840 and moved before 1869 al though probably 
e a r l i e r . Grove St . became Ra i l road Ave. before 1874 and North Ave. about 
1903. On both sides o f the s t r e e t r e s iden t s were mainly I r i s h coming to 
Wakef ie ld f rom the 1850s to work i n the r a t t a n and shoe f a c t o r i e s . 
Dennis 0 'Conne l l 'who l i v e d here was born i n I r e l a n d and i s l i s t e d as a 
shoemaker i n the 1869 D i r e c t o r y . 

BIBLIOGRAIBY and/or REFERENCES 
Middlesex County Reg i s t ry o f Deeds, F i l e d Plan 349,Plan Book 4B page 71, 
Wakef ie ld H i s t o r i c a l Soc ie ty , V e r t i c a l F i l e s , Ruth Woodbury's Notes . 
Maps o f 1874 ( D . 0 ' C o n n e l l ) , 1889 ( O ' C o n n e l l ) , 1906 (Mary O ' C o n n e l l ) . 
D i r e c t o r y o f 1869. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION -

PROPERTY House at 509 North Avenue 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Wakefield MRA 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 5/23/89 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 6/06/89 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 6/22/89 DATE OF 45TH DAY: 7/07/89 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NtJMBER: 89000746 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

I X A C C E P T RETURN R E J E C T / / i / ^ ^ DATE « < (—f-— national Begister 
ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCilPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and ju s t i f y below 

S p e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage ^verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary jus t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOOmENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000300 


