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1. Town 
W o r c e s t e r 

Address E l i z a b e t h S t r e e t 

Name 
Joel Plagg House(^^4 Ocr^^ 

Present use 
r e s i d e n c e 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

Present owner 

3. Description: 

Date 

D a n i e l J , R u t h e r f o r d 

I6 i i . 6 - l8 i j . 9 

R o l l 21 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation tO; nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

Source W o r c e s t e r Deeds 

Style Greek R e v i v a l 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wail fabric c l a p b o a r d 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features coJ^ner p i l a s t e r s , p e d i ­

mented g a b l e , o v e r - s i z e d l e t - s t o r e y 

w i n d o w , D o r i c p o r c h on two s ides . 
m i d - 2 0 t h  

Altered s h u t t e r s Date c e n t u r y 

Moved no Date 

O T H - 5. Lot size: A s s e s s o r s ' Book 1, p.27 
/ < 9 / z ^ < 5 3 q / V 6 6 3 V ^ O 9 23,61|9 s q . f t . 

1 * 1 One acre or less x Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 160' 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

30' 

6. Recorded by B . R . P f e i f f e r 

Organization • H e r i t a g e P r e s . Soc. 

•Date A p r i l 1979 

(over) 

^-7-77 



7. Original owner (if known) 

Original use 

Joel Flagg 

residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates_ same 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Mil i tary 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Joel Plagg House i s an excellent local example of Greek Revival 
style architecture, consisting of a two-storey frame structure with a side 
hall floor plan. The house's facade i s framed by corner pilasters which 
support an entablature and:cornice which are carried across the gable to 
give the appearance of a pediment. Extending around the house's west and 
south sides i s an open Doric porch behind which the f i r s t storey has over­
sized 6/6 windows. Except for a small shed dormer on i t s south side, the 
Flagg House i s substantially unaltered. 

Once a common building type (particularly during the I8i].0s and l850s 
when hill s i d e s around the central business d i s t r i c t became the city's 
f i r s t suburbs), Greek Revival style houses such as 1$ Elizabeth Street 
have become increasingly rare. Together with the nearby Leonard Sturte­
vant House (Form 117-F) the Flagg House i s among the l a s t unaltered houses 
of the l6i}.03 and l550s extant on Chandler H i l l . The lot on which the 
house stands was sold to Joel Plagg (occupation unknown) by David Messinger, 
a land speculator, in May of l8t|.6. By lQk.9* #15 Elizabeth Street was 
occupied by Plagg, who lived here -uatil .ibis death (c^.lSSi^.), after which 
the house was sold to George Gale, a paper manufacturer, in 1859• Gale 
occupied the house from i860 u n t i l the tiirn of the century. 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City atlases and directories 
Worcester County Deeds. Book I4.35, p.l{-79, 5/l/l6i|.8 (Messinger-to Joel Flagg) 

Book 611, p.61|l|, 6/2/1859 (Mary Plagg, widow, to 
George W. Gale) 
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